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Abstract 

The degree of genius exhibited in works of fiction by the most renowned novelists, large-

ly depends upon and is proportionate to the intensity and interest felt by them in their 

days of childhood for nursery tales. Also, the older a man becomes, the stronger he 

clings to and the clearer he seems to see the events of his early childhood. 

The Greeks of the days of Pericles — they who euhemerized a whole pantheon of gods 

and goddesses, and from whom Phidias had immortalized the Olympian Jupiter and 

Athena Promachos, could have no other descendants but those they actually have — 

the Virgin and Saint worshipping Hellenes. 

Thus we may believe that the form of worship depends more on the respective idiosyn-

crasies of races than on their powers of reasoning; and that the natural sympathies or 

antipathies of the forefathers will always be reflected more or less in the future genera-

tions. For it is but names and forms that change, ideas remain the same; and the older 

a faith, the stronger it clings to the relics of its youth. 
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The Manuscript of this essay in H.P. Blavatsky’s handwriting exists in the Adyar Archives. It has been 

originally published in The Theosophist, Vol. LXXVII, June 1956. — Boris de Zirkoff. 

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (PAGAN SYMBOLISM INDESTRUCTIBLE – WHY?) XIII pp. 296-300. 

T IS SOME YEARS ALREADY that Professor Max Müller gained a decided victo-

ry over the two extreme parties which denied the possibility of a scientific 

treatment of religions, over those, he says, with whom “religion seems too sa-

cred a subject for scientific treatment,” and those others, with whom “it stands on a 

level with alchemy and astrology — far beneath the notice of the man of science.” 

We have not the impertinent presumption of going over grounds already so well ex-

plored by this great pioneer of free enquiry. But since he has obtained for all the rare 

privilege of treating the Christian religion with at least as much impartiality as is 

shown by the Europeans in the treatment of other people’s religions, we do no more 

than avail ourselves of our right. And, it will be no fault of ours, if we are unable to 

avoid conflict with deep-rooted prejudices and convictions of partisan sectarianism, 

for — we seek it not. Ours is but the duty of analysing and examining all creeds alike 

impartially. Neither is it our intention to handle roughly that which Professor W. 

Wordsworth so opulently styles “the golden kernel of the Galilean teaching.” In our 

unceasing search for truth we simply gather in every available information capable of 

throwing light upon the dark nooks and corners of the various faiths of humanity, 

and store in as much material for comparison as we can. Out of the gigantic heap of 

pagan Symbols, we mean to choose for this publication none but those which are li-

able to throw the light we are so much in need of. Desiring to fathom all things, and 

above all — that which seems most inherent to the heart of men, and with which he 

parts the most reluctantly — Religion, we necessarily have to turn to the symbols 

which have been found — at least partially — the keys to every faith. Many of them 

we find alive now, as in the days of old, and notwithstanding the fanatical persecu-

tion of the youngest of the world’s religions, having passed part and parcel in the 

Christian creeds. 

But of them we will discuss later on. Our object now is to analyse that feeling which, 

surviving common sense and reason, makes people cling to the so-called “supersti-

tions” of long vanished generations of their forefathers. In relation to this symbolism 

of ancient pagan thought, a curious psycho-physiological phenomenon may partially 

account for it. We have often thought that the degree of genius exhibited in works of 

I 
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fiction by the most renowned novelists, largely depended upon and was proportion-

ate to the intensity and interest felt by them in their days of childhood for nursery 

tales, and it has been also remarked that the older a man becomes, the stronger he 

clings to and the clearer he seems to see the events of his early childhood. Often to 

our dying day, we carry in our hearts lingering remembrances of heroes and hero-

ines, the recital of whose deeds had struck our youthful imagination. We may forget 

acquaintances, and even the images of our dear friends, when separated for long 

years, may fade away and gradually disappear; the memory of the unfortunate Prin-

cess, to whom we vowed all our young sympathy, and her wicked persecutor, the 

hunch-backed old Fairy, whose malicious frown has often haunted our dreams — 

can never be obliterated. 

It is to be observed that in this direction the masses of the uneducated people are no 

better than children. With their mind but half awake, it often remains unconscious 

in later years of the emptiness of the fiction. Everything illogical in the tale disap-

pears, perverted images and ideas associated with such arbitrary images alone re-

main, and even to the majority of more civilized people, Eginhardus’ Charlemagne 

will never present the same attraction as Carlos Magnus and his twelve legendary 

peers, as found in the Carlovingian Cycle, and the stern image of the hero will have 

to make room for the phantastic form of the other, as described by the popular bards 

and the chivalric romances. While poetical fiction in her gorgeous robes of borrowed 

plumes finds always an eager audience, sober reality is left a beggar, to take care of 

itself the best it can. 

The same with nations and their early faiths. Much as ancient mythology was vilified, 

perverted, corrupted by the intolerance of early Christianity; however much every 

trace of it might have been thought obliterated, yet, once that it got hold of the popu-

lar imagination it will never die out. The nearest generations of converts may have 

shunned the faith of their forefathers; those following immediately after will gradually 

and unconsciously return if not to it — then, at least to many of its most striking 

symbols and conceptions. Poets will return to them and thus help to revive the popu-

lar feeling. And whole nations, like men in their old age, will be often influenced by 

that lingering, undying feeling of love — aye, veneration sometimes for that which 

they had worshipped and believed in during their early days — albeit made to laugh 

at and often curse it in after life. The once mighty gods of the Western nations have 

departed, but the impression is still there, infused into the very blood of the de-

scendants of those who, for long generations had gradually evolved them out of their 

own imagination, then developed into living and thinking entities, to finally end by 

worshipping the children of their own fictions. 

So true is it, that we can trace this hereditary law with hardly a single exception in 

the modern divisions of the Roman Catholic, Greek and Protestant nations. 

The Greeks of the days of Pericles — they who euhemerized a whole pantheon of gods 

and goddesses, and from whom Phidias had immortalized the Olympian Jupiter and 

Athena Promachos — could have no other descendants but those they actually have 

— the Virgin and Saint worshipping Hellenes. Nor is it less natural to find the Anglo-

Saxons and the greatest portion of Germany splitting violently from the image wor-
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shipping Roman Catholics, if we have to believe that which Tacitus said of their fore-

fathers 18 centuries ago, viz., that 

. . . they believe it unworthy the greatness of the gods to confine them within 

walls, or to represent celestial beings under a human likeness; they consecrate 

woods and groves as temples: and they apply names of the gods to that myste-

rious Presence which they behold solely in the spirit of devotion.
1
 

Thus we may believe that the form of worship depends more on the respective idio-

syncrasies of races than on their powers of reasoning; and that the natural sympa-

thies or antipathies of the forefathers will always be reflected more or less in the fu-

ture generations. The Romans parted with their Jupiter under the condition to 

worship him under the mask of St. Peter. If they renounced Jove the father of gods, it 

was but to help him emigrate from Olympus to Eden, with his name — elongated 

with the help of the Masoretic vowel points, though not transformed beyond all 

recognition. True, we find him giving birth to Pallas-Athena in full armour no more, 

but it is because another mode of procreation has been chosen for him. We can meet 

him still on sundry windows of French mediaeval cathedrals — proceeding under the 

garb of a Pope in full canonicals to create Eve out of the rib of sleeping Adam, as 

shown by Didron.
2
 The same for the Greek Zeus. Having renounced to preside at the 

banquets of the merry old gods, he now rests on clouds surrounded by a choir of 

philharmonic young cherubs. By some inscrutable means, managing to get out of the 

boundless and limitless Space, the Eternal has gathered it into a ball representing 

the Universe, and now we see Him, on numerous icons of the Eastern and Western 

churches, sitting outside of this Space, but holding it in one of His holy hands under 

the shape of a globe. 

So has Athena of Parthenon, the Virgin Goddess, vanished under the iconoclastic 

hands of Lachares, who despoiled her of her golden dress weighing 50 talents. But 

there remained Isis with her Son Horus, slumbering on her virginal bosom, and My-

litta the Babylonian, identical with the Cyprian Venus — the “mother of Grace and 

Mercy,” the Mediatrix — hence called “Aphrodite,” the subduer of Jove’s wrath, she 

whom the old Athenians honoured as “Amarusia” or the “Mother of gracious ac-

ceptance and help,” who as Mylitta sits with her Divine Infant Son Tammuz in her 

arms. In her turn she made room for the Immaculate Virgin, the last of the Dynasty. 

This one is also with her Son, one of whose names was Adonai or Lord, as Tammuz 

was called Adon or Adonis, and who, the same as Mithras, is worshipped as Media-

tor. With her actual wardrobe of gold, and silver, and of precious jewels, the modern 

Queen of Heaven may well look in scorn and pity upon the later ancient Athena. 

What was the poor chryselephantine statue with its plates of ivory and gold in com-

parison with the diamond and ruby covered Italian Madonnas and Russian virgins 

representing a dead capital sufficient to purchase a kingdom! 

  

                                            
1
 C. Cornelius Tacitus, De Moribus et Populis Germaniæ, ch. ix 

2
 [Adolphe Napoléon Didron] 
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Thus we find again the old truism that it is but names and forms that change — ide-

as remain the same; and the older a faith, the stronger it clings to the relics of its 

youth. If it be true of all religions what is said by Prof. Max Müller, who remarks that 

. . . if there [is] one thing which a comparative study of religions places in the 

clearest light, it is the inevitable decay to which every religion is exposed, 

then on the other hand, nothing of the kind can ever be said of symbolism. The prim-

itive purity of a creed can become soiled; its apostles can degrade and soil it by the 

inevitable admixture of human element. But its symbolism as the concrete expres-

sion of some now lost idea of the founder, will survive for ever. It may have its mean-

ing changed, nay, even its outward form altered. Like the phoenix of old, it will con-

tinue periodically to revive from its ashes. 

H.P. BLAVATSKY 
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Suggested reading for students.1 

 

From our Theosophy and Theosophists Series. 

 A DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO LORD LYTTON 

 A LAY CHELA ON OCCULT STUDY 

 A LAY CHELA ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 A THEOSOPHICAL LOVE FEAST IN FRANCE 

 ALETHEIA IS OUR GOD AND DOGMA 

 ANCIENT ETHICAL WORSHIPS 

 ARCHAIC THEOSOPHY IS PRE-BUDDHIST WISDOM-RELIGION 

 BLAVATSKY DEFENDS BLAVATSKY 

 BLAVATSKY DEFENDS THE KEY TO THEOSOPHY 

 BLAVATSKY ON ANNA KINGSFORD 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SOUL AND SPIRIT 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE ORIGIN AND SOURCE OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE THEOSOPHY OF DR. N.I. PIROGOV 

 BLAVATSKY REFUTES ARGUMENTS AGAINST THEOSOPHY 

 BLAVATSKY REFUTES THE ASSERTIONS OF A FRENCH THEOSOPHIST 

 BLAVATSKY'S OPEN LETTER TO FELLOW THEOSOPHISTS 

 BUCK ON THE NATURE AND AIM OF THEOSOPHY 

 COLD METAPHYSICS VERSUS DIVINE WISDOM 

 CONDUCT AND DUTIES OF A TRUE THEOSOPHIST 

 CORY'S ANCIENT FRAGMENTS (1832) 

 COSMOPOLITANISM IS FAR HOLIER AND NOBLER THAN GRASPING GREEDINESS 

CLOAKED IN PATRIOTISM 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON CHARLES JOHNSTON 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON EDWARD DOUGLAS FAWCETT 

                                            
1
 Students may consult with profit the metaphysical concepts, study notes, and learning aids set out in our 

Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series. Also, C.A. Bartzokas (Comp. & Ed.). Compassion: The Spirit of Truth, 

Gwernymynydd: Philaletheians UK, 2005; v. 05.88.2021; 398pp. This is our first Major Work.. — ED. PHIL. 
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 DE ZIRKOFF ON FRANZ HARTMANN 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON GERALD MASSEY 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON HP BLAVATSKY COLLECTED WRITINGS 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON SUBBA ROW 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE COUNTESS OF CAITHNESS 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE DREAM THAT NEVER DIES 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE THIRD VOLUME OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THREE EMINENT THEOSOPHISTS 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON WILHELM HÜBBE-SCHLEIDEN 

 DE ZIRKOFF RECALLS HIS FORMATIVE YEARS IN RUSSIA 

 EASTERN LIGHT SHINES ON WESTERN MINDS 

 EASTERN THEOSOPHY IS NEITHER A CREED, NOR A RELIGIOUS BODY 

 ESSENTIAL THEOSOPHICAL DOCTRINES 

 HARTMANN ON HOW TO ENTER THE PATH TO INFINITE LIFE 

 HARTMANN ON THE HARMONICAL SOCIETY 

 HOW THEOSOPHY REKINDLED TRUE BROTHERHOOD IN INDIA 

 HUMANITY SEEMS TO PROGRESS BY INVENTING ONE DISCOVERY AFTER THE OTHER 

 IMPORT AND POTENCY OF NUMBERS AS SYMBOLS 

 IN THE EARLY DAYS OF THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT 

 ISIS UNVEILED IS THE MAJESTY OF TRUTH UNVEILED 

 JUDGE AND DE ZIRKOFF ON GEORGE MEAD 

 JUDGE ON THE HEART DOCTRINE 

 JUDGE ON THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT 

 JUDGE ON THE TRUE THEOSOPHIST'S PATH 

 JUDGE ON THEOSOPHICAL STUDY AND WORK 

 KEYS TO THE MYSTERY LANGUAGE 

 LET THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY PERISH, THAN FORSAKE THE CAUSE OF TRUTH 

 MYSTERY IS NOT UNREVEALED KNOWLEDGE 

 OCCULT TRUTH IS NATURE WITHOUT THE ILLUSORY VEIL OF THE SENSES 

 OUR GOD IS HUMANITY AND OUR CULT THE LOVE OF OUR FELLOW-MAN 

 OUR ONLY DELIVERER AND SAVIOUR 

 PLEDGED STUDENTS' PRESCRIBED GUIDE FOR CONDUCT 
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 PREREQUISITES TO MEMBERSHIP OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

 SPURNED THE SUBSTANCE AND CLUTCHED THE SHADOW 

 STUDENTS HAVE A CHOICE OF TWO PATHS 

 SUBBA ROW DEFENDS ESOTERIC BUDDHISM 

 SUBBA ROW'S ESOTERIC WRITINGS (1895) 

 THAT WHICH IS FALSE CAN ONLY BE KNOWN BY TRUTH 

 THE AIMS AND MISSION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY FULFILLED 

 THE CHALDEAN ORACLES OF ZOROASTER 

 THE CROWN JEWELS OF THEOSOPHY (PHOTO ALBUM) 

 THE POWER OF THE TRINITY OF KOSMOS MANIFESTS THROUGH 

THE FOUR PRINCIPLES OF MAN 

 THE REVIVAL OF EASTERN OCCULT PHILOSOPHY 

 THE SUN OF TRUTH FEARS NO LIGHT AND NEEDS NO LIES 

 THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IS NOT A NURSERY FOR BUDDING ADEPTS 

 THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL ARCANE TERMS 

 THEOSOPHIA - FOUNTAIN, PERSPECTIVES, PRACTICE (DRAWING) 

 THEOSOPHIA: INNER WISDOM 

 THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT, THE GREAT MORAL BUT SILENT FORCE 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - ESOTERIC SECTION (LETTERHEAD) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MISSION AND FUTURE 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 1 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 2 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - OBJECTS AND EARLY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 1 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 2 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SYMBOLS (TRUE TYPE FONT) 

 THEOSOPHIST IS WHO THEOSOPHY DOES 

 THEOSOPHISTS DEFINED ATTITUDINALLY, ETHICALLY, PHILOSOPHICALLY (DRAWING) 

 THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS 

 THEOSOPHY BRINGS THE WISDOM OF LOVE BEFORE THE EYE OF THE SOUL 

 THEOSOPHY IS DEEPER MONISM THAN SECULARISM, AND MORE PHILOSOPHICAL 

 THEOSOPHY IS RELIGION ITSELF AND SUBLIME CODE OF ETHICS 

 THEOSOPHY IS THE SCIENCE OF TRUTH AND THE RELIGION OF JUSTICE 

 TRIBUTES TO WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE 
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 TRUE THEOSOPHISTS ARE ALWAYS UNDER THE MASTER'S EYE 

 TRUTH IS ALWAYS MIXED WITH ERROR AND HINDERED BY TECHNOLOGICAL 

KNOWLEDGE 

 TWO JOURNALS DEVOTED TO THE BROTHERHOOD OF MAN 

 VERNAL BLOOMS BY WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE 

 VISTAS OF VIRTUE AND TRUTH 

 WADIA'S RESIGNATION FROM THE TS 

 WHAT SORT OF MAN THE REAL PHILOSOPHER SHOULD BE? 

 WHEN PURE LOVE IS PERVERTED, HUMANITY QUIVERS 

 WHO CAN MEND THE BROKEN SOCIETY? 

 WHO CAN READ THE RIDDLE OF THE SERPENT? 

 WHO SHOULD BE INVITED TO THEOSOPHICAL MEETINGS? 

 WHY A BRAHMIN ABANDONED HIS CASTE 

 WILDER ON THE WISDOM RELIGION OF ZOROASTER 
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 THE REAL CHRIST IS BUDDHI-MANAS, THE GLORIFIED DIVINE EGO 

— in our Buddhas and Initiates Series. 

 THE NUMBER OF THE BEAST IS THE NUMBER OF MAN 

 SYMBOLISM OF THE CIRCLE DANCE OF THE PLANETS AROUND THE SUN-GOD 

— in our Planetary Rounds and Globes Series. 

 CROSS IS THE SYMBOL OF PRE-COSMIC DIVINE MIND 

 HOW THE HEAVENLY SNAILS CLOTHED THEMSELVES IN THE FABRIC OF DARKNESS, 

under the title “Proposition 1 - Diagram Notes” 

 SQUARING THE CIRCLE IN HEAVEN, OR SPHERING THE CUBE ON EARTH? 

 TETRAGRAMMATON IS THE KEY TO OCCULT THEOGONY 

 THE HOLY FOUR OF PYTHAGORAS IS LOGOS IN ITS LATENT STATE 

 THE INEFFABLE NAME 

 THE ONE RAY STRIDES THROUGH 7 REGIONS IN 3 STEPS 

 THE ROPE OF THE ANGELS 

— in our Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series. 
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