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Theosophy is the precious pearl
within the shell of every religion.

The Cldept is as rate as the flower of the Ollegay tree.

First published in The Theosophist, Vol. III, No. 11, August 1882, p. 272, Republished in Blavatsky Col-
lected Writings, (QUESTIONS ABOUT ESOTERIC THEOSOPHY ANSWERED) IV pp. 170-71.

[Replying to a correspondent’s questions about the doctrines inculcated in the pamphlet Hints on Esoter-

ic Theosophy, H.P. Blavatsky wrote:]
Our correspondent need not trouble himself as to what might be the consequences, if
all the world should turn ascetics and chelas and train for adeptship. There are
enough realities in this life for us to look into, without concocting such wild contin-
gencies to vex ourselves withal.* There was never a time yet, nor ever will be, while
this human race lasts, when anything more than a small minority would devote
themselves to the mighty task of self-conquest and spiritual evolution. The adept is
as rare as the flower of the Vogay tree, which, the Tamil proverb says, is most diffi-
cult to see. So what our friend read in Hints on Esoteric Theosophy referred to the
ideal man, the living — and most necessary — type of human perfectibility. The mere
certainty that such rare powers, psychical and intellectual, and such moral gran-
deur, as he exemplifies, are within human reach, gives dignity to our common nature
and a worthy model to look up to, and, in some degree, pattern after. The organs of
our body were not “given” to us at all — if we may credit modern science; they devel-
oped themselves as occasion required; and, when disused, they gradually diminish
and disappear: which they would [171] not if “given.” “What man’s mission upon earth
would be if all were good,” is more than we can say. To merely imagine such a state
of things is beyond the limited range of our mental powers. But if they were not too

1
[despite anything to the contrary]
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good they might, perhaps, try to become better. There is no “Theosophical religion,”
and every member professes the one he prefers.

We regret our inability to concur in the suggestion to suppress discussion of the oc-
cult powers of nature, since that is the only thing most needed to extinguish super-
stition and sweep away false religions from the face of the earth. Our correspondent
does well not to show to any persons who are “good Christians (not only professing,
but behaving as such)” any copy of our magazine, which may contain an attack up-
on professed Christians, who do not at all behave as such: our strictures are not
meant for the former, and it would only give them pain to see how the bad conduct of
the others provokes reprisal, and brings disgrace upon the faith they misrepresent.1
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Theosophia: Fountain, Perspectives, Practice (Diagram).

There now follows a Diagram from our Theosophy and Theosophists Series. — ED.
PHIL.

1
[Consult “Blavatsky against Ecclesiastical Christianity,” in our Blavatsky Speaks Series. — ED. PHIL.]
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Archaic Wisdom Religion

Divine Wisdom-Power-Knowledge
All-embracing Religion and Science
Truth and Impartiality, not authority!

Revealer of origin of faiths
Religion of Reason
Esoteric Religion
Gnosis

Divine Science
Aggregate of subjective & objective facts
Esoteric (Inner) Science & Knowledge ]
Forebear of Science '
Spiritual Knowledge THE o
Universal Solvent \

Science of Truth
Wisdom of Truth

Wisdom of Love

Ever-flowing perennial fountainhead
Quintessence of Highest Philosophy
Embracing physics and metaphysics
Outflow of true religious feeling
Platonism and Neo-Platonism
Eclectic Philosophy
Philaletheia

Ageless Wisdom

True reformer and deliverer of our time
Renaissance of Ancient Spiritualism
Common Parent of all beliefs
Divine teachings of all ages
Faithfull echo of antiquity
Perennial Philosophy
Universal panacea

Inner Wisdom

Esoteric Budhism, not Buddhism!
Atma-, Brahma-, Jnana-Vidya
Gupta-Vidya or Occultism
Entrance to Inner Life
True Spiritualism
Dzyan
Bodhi

Higher Ethics

Aryan-Chaldeo-Tibetan Doctrine
Ancient Ethical Worships
Secret (Hidden) Doctrine
Esoteric (Inner) Doctrine

Heart (Ethical) Doctrine
Heart's Seal
Good Law
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BEHOLD THE TRUTH BEFORE YOU: A CLEAN LIFE, AN OPEN MIND, A PURE HEART, AN EAGER INTELLECT,

AN UNVEILED SPIRITUAL PERCEPTION, A BROTHERLINESS FOR ONE’S CO-DISCIPLE, A READINESS TO GIVE AND RECEIVE
ADVICE AND INSTRUCTION, A LOYAL SENSE OF DUTY TO THE TEACHER, A WILLING OBEDIENCE TO THE BEHESTS OF TRUTH,
ONCE WE HAVE PLACED OUR CONFIDENCE IN, AND BELIEVE THAT TEACHER TO BE IN POSSESSION OF IT; A COURAGEOUS
ENDURANCE OF PERSONAL INJUSTICE, A BRAVE DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES, A VALIANT DEFENCE OF THOSE WHO ARE
UNJUSTLY ATTACKED, AND A CONSTANT EYE TO THE IDEAL OF HUMAN PROGRESSION AND PERFECTION WHICH
THE SECRET SCIENCE (GUPTA-VIDYA) DEPICTS — THESE ARE THE GOLDEN STAIRS UP THE STEPS
OF WHICH THE LEARNER MAY CLIMB TO THE TEMPLE OF DIVINE WISDOM.

Blavatsky Collected Writings XII, (E.S. INTRODUCTION) p. 503; [quoting from a Master of Wisdom's Letter.]
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Suggested reading for students.
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From our Theosophy and Theosophists Series.

e A DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO LORD LYTTON

e A LAY CHELA ON OCCULT STUDY

e A LAY CHELA ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE

e A THEOSOPHICAL LOVE FEAST IN FRANCE

e ALETHEIA IS OUR GOD AND DOGMA

e ANCIENT ETHICAL WORSHIPS

e ARCHAIC THEOSOPHY IS PRE-BUDDHIST WISDOM-RELIGION

e BLAVATSKY DEFENDS BLAVATSKY

e BLAVATSKY DEFENDS THE KEY TO THEOSOPHY

e BLAVATSKY ON ANNA KINGSFORD

e BLAVATSKY ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SOUL AND SPIRIT
e BLAVATSKY ON THE ORIGIN AND SOURCE OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE
e BLAVATSKY ON THE THEOSOPHY OF DR. N.I. PIROGOV

e BLAVATSKY ON THE TRAVELLING TRUTHSEEKER

e BLAVATSKY REFUTES ARGUMENTS AGAINST THEOSOPHY

e BLAVATSKY REFUTES THE ASSERTIONS OF A FRENCH THEOSOPHIST
e BLAVATSKY'S OPEN LETTER TO FELLOW THEOSOPHISTS

e BUCK ON THE NATURE AND AIM OF THEOSOPHY

e COLD METAPHYSICS VERSUS DIVINE WISDOM

e CONDUCT AND DUTIES OF A TRUE THEOSOPHIST

e CORY'S ANCIENT FRAGMENTS (1832)

e COSMOPOLITANISM IS FAR HOLIER AND NOBLER THAN GRASPING GREEDINESS
CLOAKED IN PATRIOTISM

e DE ZIRKOFF ON CHARLES JOHNSTON
e DE ZIRKOFF ON EDWARD DOUGLAS FAWCETT

e DE ZIRKOFF ON FRANZ HARTMANN
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DE ZIRKOFF ON GERALD MASSEY

DE ZIRKOFF ON HP BLAVATSKY COLLECTED WRITINGS

DE ZIRKOFF ON SUBBA ROW

DE ZIRKOFF ON THE COUNTESS OF CAITHNESS

DE ZIRKOFF ON THE DREAM THAT NEVER DIES

DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE

DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES

DE ZIRKOFF ON THE THIRD VOLUME OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE
DE ZIRKOFF ON THREE EMINENT THEOSOPHISTS

DE ZIRKOFF ON WILHELM HUBBE-SCHLEIDEN

DE ZIRKOFF RECALLS HIS FORMATIVE YEARS IN RUSSIA
EASTERN LIGHT SHINES ON WESTERN MINDS

EASTERN THEOSOPHY IS NEITHER A CREED, NOR A RELIGIOUS BODY
ESSENTIAL THEOSOPHICAL DOCTRINES

HARTMANN ON HOW TO ENTER THE PATH TO INFINITE LIFE
HARTMANN ON THE HARMONICAL SOCIETY

HOW THEOSOPHY REKINDLED TRUE BROTHERHOOD IN INDIA

HUMANITY SEEMS TO PROGRESS BY INVENTING ONE DISCOVERY
AFTER THE OTHER

IMPORT AND POTENCY OF NUMBERS AS SYMBOLS

IN THE EARLY DAYS OF THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT

ISIS UNVEILED IS THE MAJESTY OF TRUTH UNVEILED

JUDGE AND DE ZIRKOFF ON GEORGE MEAD

JUDGE ON THE HEART DOCTRINE

JUDGE ON THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT

JUDGE ON THE TRUE THEOSOPHIST'S PATH

JUDGE ON THEOSOPHICAL STUDY AND WORK

KEYS TO THE MYSTERY LANGUAGE

LET THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY PERISH, THAN FORSAKE THE CAUSE OF TRUTH
MEDITATION ALONE WILL NOT LEAD TO THEOSOPHIC DEVELOPMENT
MYSTERY IS NOT UNREVEALED KNOWLEDGE

NO THEOSOPHICAL JOURNAL CAN SATISFY ALL CREEDS AND BELIEFS
OCCULT TRUTH IS NATURE WITHOUT THE ILLUSORY VEIL OF THE SENSES

OUR GOD IS HUMANITY AND OUR CULT THE LOVE OF OUR FELLOW-MAN
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OUR ONLY DELIVERER AND SAVIOUR

PLEDGED STUDENTS' PRESCRIBED GUIDE FOR CONDUCT
PREREQUISITES TO MEMBERSHIP OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
SPURNED THE SUBSTANCE AND CLUTCHED THE SHADOW
STUDENTS HAVE A CHOICE OF TWO PATHS

SUBBA ROW DEFENDS ESOTERIC BUDDHISM

SUBBA ROW'S ESOTERIC WRITINGS (1895)

THAT WHICH IS FALSE CAN ONLY BE KNOWN BY TRUTH

THE AIMS AND MISSION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY FULFILLED
THE BRETHREN OF THE ROSY CROSS NO LONGER EXIST

THE CHALDEAN ORACLES OF ZOROASTER

THE CROWN JEWELS OF THEOSOPHY (PHOTO ALBUM)

THE POWER OF THE TRINITY OF KOSMOS MANIFESTS THROUGH THE FOUR
PRINCIPLES OF MAN

THE REVIVAL OF EASTERN OCCULT PHILOSOPHY

THE SUN OF TRUTH FEARS NO LIGHT AND NEEDS NO LIES

THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IS NOT A NURSERY FOR BUDDING ADEPTS
THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL ARCANE TERMS

THEOSOPHIA - FOUNTAIN, PERSPECTIVES, PRACTICE (DRAWING)
THEOSOPHIA: INNER WISDOM

THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT, THE GREAT MORAL BUT SILENT FORCE
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - ESOTERIC SECTION (LETTERHEAD)
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MISSION AND FUTURE

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 1 (LOGOTYPE)
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 2 (LOGOTYPE)
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - OBJECTS AND EARLY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 1 (LOGOTYPE)

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 2 (LOGOTYPE)

THEOSOPHICAL SYMBOLS (TRUE TYPE FONT)

THEOSOPHIST IS WHO THEOSOPHY DOES

THEOSOPHISTS DEFINED ATTITUDINALLY, ETHICALLY, PHILOSOPHICALLY
(DRAWING)

THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS

THEOSOPHY BRINGS THE WISDOM OF LOVE BEFORE THE EYE OF THE SOUL
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THEOSOPHY IS DEEPER MONISM THAN SECULARISM, AND MORE PHILOSOPHICAL
THEOSOPHY IS RELIGION ITSELF AND SUBLIME CODE OF ETHICS

THEOSOPHY IS THE SCIENCE OF TRUTH AND THE RELIGION OF JUSTICE
TRIBUTES TO DE ROBIGNE MORTIMER BENNETT

TRIBUTES TO WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE

TRUE THEOSOPHISTS ARE ALWAYS UNDER THE MASTER'S EYE

TRUTH IS ALWAYS MIXED WITH ERROR AND HINDERED BY TECHNOLOGICAL
KNOWLEDGE

TWO JOURNALS DEVOTED TO THE BROTHERHOOD OF MAN
VERNAL BLOOMS BY WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE

VISTAS OF VIRTUE AND TRUTH

WADIA'S RESIGNATION FROM THE TS

WHAT SORT OF MAN THE REAL PHILOSOPHER SHOULD BE?
WHEN PURE LOVE IS PERVERTED, HUMANITY QUIVERS
WHO CAN MEND THE BROKEN SOCIETY?

WHO CAN READ THE RIDDLE OF THE SERPENT?

WHO SHOULD BE INVITED TO THEOSOPHICAL MEETINGS?
WHY A BRAHMIN ABANDONED HIS CASTE

WHY PAGAN SYMBOLISM IS INDESTRUCTIBLE?

WILDER ON THE WISDOM RELIGION OF ZOROASTER
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