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The Brethren of
the Rosy Cross no longer exist.:

The Theosophical Society is now the torch-bearer of the Truth of
Hermetic Science and beacon of hope, on whose Seven Rays hang
the Seven Worlds of Being.

First published in The Theosophist, Vol. III, No. 6, March, 1882, pp. 139-40. Republished in Blavatsky
Collected Writings (THE HERMETIC BRETHREN) IV pp. 3-5.2

3

. . . We of the secret knowledge do wrap ourselves in mystery, to avoid
the objurgation and importunity or violence of those who conceive that we
cannot be philosophers unless we put our knowledge to some ordinary
worldly use. There is scarcely one who thinks about us who does not be-
lieve that our society has no existence; because, as he truly declares, he
never met any of us . . . We do not come, as he assuredly expects, to that
conspicuous stage upon which, like himself, as he desires the gaze of the
vulgar, every fool may enter; winning wonder, if the man’s appetite be that
empty way; and when he has obtained it, crying out: ‘Lo, this is also vani-
ty!”

Dr. Edmund Dickinson, physician to King Charles the Second, a professed
seeker of the hermetic knowledge, produced a book entitled, De Quintessentia
Philosophorum: which was printed at Oxford in 1686, and a second time in
1705. . . . In correspondence with a French adept, the latter explains the rea-
sons why the Brothers of the Rosy Cross concealed themselves. As to the uni-
versal medicine, Elixir Vitae, or potable form of the preternatural menstruum, he
positively asserts that it is in the hands of the “Illuminated,” but that, by the
time they discover it, they have ceased to desire its uses, being far above them,;
and as to life for centuries, being wishful for other things, they decline availing

1
[Find out why in: Blavatsky Collected Writings, (A FEW QUESTIONS TO “HIRAF”) I pp. 103-4. For in-depth analy-
sis consult “The Revival of Eastern Occult Philosophy,” in our Theosophy and Theosophists Series. — ED. PHIL.]

2 Extracted from The Rosicrucians by Hargrave Jennings, pp. 34-35 (John Camden Hotten, Piccadilly, W. Lon-
don). Further on, we give a review by this able writer of Mr. Sinnett’s The Occult World. These passages, as the
author tells us, “occur in a letter published by some anonymous members of the Rose-Croix, and are adduced
in a translation from the Latin by one of the most famous men of the order, who addressed from the University
of Oxford about the period of Oliver Cromwell; to which University the great English Rosicrucian, Robertus De
Fluctibus (Robert Flood) also belonged, in the time of James the First and Charles the First.”
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themselves of it. He adds, that the adepts are obliged to conceal themselves for
the sake of safety, because they would be abandoned in the consolations of the
intercourse of this world (if they were not, indeed, exposed to worse risks) sup-
posing that their gifts were proven to the conviction of the bystanders as more
than human; when they would become simply intolerable and abhorrent. Thus,
there are excellent reasons for their conduct, they proceed with the utmost cau-
tion, and instead of making a display of their powers, as vainglory is the least
distinguishing characteristic of these great men, they studiously evade the idea
that they possess any extraordinary or separate knowledge. They live simply as
mere spectators in the world, and they desire to make no disciples, converts,
nor confidants. They submit to the obligations of life, and to relationships® —
enjoying the fellowship of none, admiring none, following none, but themselves.
They obey all codes, are excellent citizens, and only preserve silence in regard
to their own private convictions, giving the world the benefit of their acquire-
ments up to a certain point: seeking only sympathy at some angles of their
multiform character, but shutting out curiosity wholly where they do not wish
its imperative eyes.

This is the reason that the Rosicrucians pass through the world mostly unno-
ticed, and that people generally disbelieve that there ever were such persons or
believe that, if there were, their pretensions are an imposition. It is easy to dis-
credit things which we do not understand. . . .

We came across the above, the other day, in the course of reading, and copy it to
show that the difficulty which our sceptical public feels in crediting the existence of
the trans-Himalayan recluses is no new thing. The jeering pleasantry of Archdeacon
Baly, who told the Church Missionary Convention that “Theosophy was a new reli-
gion based on juggling tricks” is but the echo of the sneers of the generations in
which Thomas Vaughan, Robert Fludd, Count de Saint-Germain, Theophrastus Par-
acelsus and other “Hermetic” philosophers lived and studied. Our Theosophical Soci-
ety pays the penalty of its reaffirmation of the Truth of Hermetic Science, not merely
in receiving the world’s ridicule, but also in having it try to ignore a deal of honest
work of the practical sort, which we have done, and are doing.

It is cheering, therefore, to find a bit of sound sense in, at least, one Indian paper.
Says our excellent Amrita Bazaar Patrika:

We hail the appearance of the January number of The Theosophist with more
than ordinary pleasure. It is as usual replete with interesting matter, but the
chief interest of the number is centred in an account of the doings of Colonel
Olcott in Ceylon published in the Supplement. We are sorry we have not space
enough to record all that he has done there, but this we say, that the Colonel
may fairly claim that, whether there be “Himalayan Brothers” or not, there is at
least one white man who is acting like a brother to the Sinhalese and will, as
occasion permits it, act similarly to the Hindus. If it be not asking too much, we
would request the Colonel to come to the city of Palaces and enlighten the Cal-

1
Not at all in every instance: it depends upon the degree of their advancement, their earthly ties snapping one
after the other as their new spiritual ones are formed. [H.P. Blavatsky]|
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cutta public on subjects with which he is so familiar and which are calculated
to do so much good to the Hindu nation — subjects of which most of our edu-
cated young men are so lamentably ignorant.

Let this be our sufficient answer to the silly though, as alleged, “mostly inspirational”
article by the author of Life beyond the Grave® entitled “Spiritual Selfishness.”” The
writer affirms that the “Himalayan Brothers . . . wrap themselves in mystery and pre-
tend to have a mission to perform, but they make no sign of accomplishing it” and
further that “Madame Blavatsky . . . cannot show that any practical good comes of
being a Theosophist. We have not heard that she has benefitted humanity by being a
Theosophist.” . . . Perhaps, some members of our various Branches throughout India
and Ceylon, who have participated in our practical work, may also feel “inspired” to
correct the rather unfortunate “inspiration” of the author of Life beyond the Grave.

[H.P. BLAVATSKY]
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1
Spiritualist of January 13th

2

[Cf. the Pratyeka Buddha of The Voice of the Silence. Also consult “Poverty breeds generosity, wealth greed
and selfishness,” in our Down to Earth Series, “Selfishness is the cause of all sin and suffering,” and “Selfish-
ness is the hallmark of fakirs, hermits, and yogins,” in our Black versus White Magic Series. — ED. PHIL.]
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Suggested reading for students.

para“@(
ReadiV‘Q

From our Theosophy and Theosophists Series.

A DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO LORD LYTTON

A LAY CHELA ON OCCULT STUDY

A LAY CHELA ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE

A THEOSOPHICAL LOVE FEAST IN FRANCE

ALETHEIA IS OUR GOD AND DOGMA

ANCIENT ETHICAL WORSHIPS

ARCHAIC THEOSOPHY IS PRE-BUDDHIST WISDOM-RELIGION
BLAVATSKY DEFENDS BLAVATSKY

BLAVATSKY DEFENDS THE KEY TO THEOSOPHY

BLAVATSKY ON ANNA KINGSFORD

BLAVATSKY ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SOUL AND SPIRIT
BLAVATSKY ON THE ORIGIN AND SOURCE OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE
BLAVATSKY ON THE THEOSOPHY OF DR. N.I. PIROGOV

BLAVATSKY REFUTES ARGUMENTS AGAINST THEOSOPHY
BLAVATSKY REFUTES THE ASSERTIONS OF A FRENCH THEOSOPHIST
BLAVATSKY'S OPEN LETTER TO FELLOW THEOSOPHISTS

BUCK ON THE NATURE AND AIM OF THEOSOPHY

COLD METAPHYSICS VERSUS DIVINE WISDOM

CONDUCT AND DUTIES OF A TRUE THEOSOPHIST

CORY'S ANCIENT FRAGMENTS (1832)

COSMOPOLITANISM IS FAR HOLIER AND NOBLER THAN GRASPING GREEDINESS
CLOAKED IN PATRIOTISM

DE ZIRKOFF ON CHARLES JOHNSTON
DE ZIRKOFF ON EDWARD DOUGLAS FAWCETT
DE ZIRKOFF ON FRANZ HARTMANN

DE ZIRKOFF ON GERALD MASSEY
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DE ZIRKOFF ON HP BLAVATSKY COLLECTED WRITINGS

DE ZIRKOFF ON SUBBA ROW

DE ZIRKOFF ON THE COUNTESS OF CAITHNESS

DE ZIRKOFF ON THE DREAM THAT NEVER DIES

DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE

DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES

DE ZIRKOFF ON THE THIRD VOLUME OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE

DE ZIRKOFF ON THREE EMINENT THEOSOPHISTS

DE ZIRKOFF ON WILHELM HUBBE-SCHLEIDEN

DE ZIRKOFF RECALLS HIS FORMATIVE YEARS IN RUSSIA

EASTERN LIGHT SHINES ON WESTERN MINDS

EASTERN THEOSOPHY IS NEITHER A CREED, NOR A RELIGIOUS BODY
ESSENTIAL THEOSOPHICAL DOCTRINES

HARTMANN ON HOW TO ENTER THE PATH TO INFINITE LIFE

HARTMANN ON THE HARMONICAL SOCIETY

HOW THEOSOPHY REKINDLED TRUE BROTHERHOOD IN INDIA
HUMANITY SEEMS TO PROGRESS BY INVENTING ONE DISCOVERY AFTER THE OTHER
IMPORT AND POTENCY OF NUMBERS AS SYMBOLS

IN THE EARLY DAYS OF THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT

ISIS UNVEILED IS THE MAJESTY OF TRUTH UNVEILED

JUDGE AND DE ZIRKOFF ON GEORGE MEAD

JUDGE ON THE HEART DOCTRINE

JUDGE ON THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT

JUDGE ON THE TRUE THEOSOPHIST'S PATH

JUDGE ON THEOSOPHICAL STUDY AND WORK

KEYS TO THE MYSTERY LANGUAGE

LET THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY PERISH, THAN FORSAKE THE CAUSE OF TRUTH
MYSTERY IS NOT UNREVEALED KNOWLEDGE

NO THEOSOPHICAL JOURNAL CAN SATISFY ALL CREEDS AND BELIEFS
OCCULT TRUTH IS NATURE WITHOUT THE ILLUSORY VEIL OF THE SENSES
OUR GOD IS HUMANITY AND OUR CULT THE LOVE OF OUR FELLOW-MAN
OUR ONLY DELIVERER AND SAVIOUR

PLEDGED STUDENTS' PRESCRIBED GUIDE FOR CONDUCT
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PREREQUISITES TO MEMBERSHIP OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
SPURNED THE SUBSTANCE AND CLUTCHED THE SHADOW
STUDENTS HAVE A CHOICE OF TWO PATHS

SUBBA ROW DEFENDS ESOTERIC BUDDHISM

SUBBA ROW'S ESOTERIC WRITINGS (1895)

THAT WHICH IS FALSE CAN ONLY BE KNOWN BY TRUTH

THE AIMS AND MISSION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY FULFILLED
THE CHALDEAN ORACLES OF ZOROASTER

THE CROWN JEWELS OF THEOSOPHY (PHOTO ALBUM)

THE POWER OF THE TRINITY OF KOSMOS MANIFESTS THROUGH
THE FOUR PRINCIPLES OF MAN

THE REVIVAL OF EASTERN OCCULT PHILOSOPHY
THE SUN OF TRUTH FEARS NO LIGHT AND NEEDS NO LIES

THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IS NOT A NURSERY FOR BUDDING ADEPTS
THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL ARCANE TERMS

THEOSOPHIA - FOUNTAIN, PERSPECTIVES, PRACTICE (DRAWING)

THEOSOPHIA: INNER WISDOM

THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT, THE GREAT MORAL BUT SILENT FORCE
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - ESOTERIC SECTION (LETTERHEAD)

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MISSION AND FUTURE

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 1 (LOGOTYPE)

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 2 (LOGOTYPE)

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - OBJECTS AND EARLY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 1 (LOGOTYPE)

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 2 (LOGOTYPE)

THEOSOPHICAL SYMBOLS (TRUE TYPE FONT)

THEOSOPHIST IS WHO THEOSOPHY DOES

THEOSOPHISTS DEFINED ATTITUDINALLY, ETHICALLY, PHILOSOPHICALLY (DRAWING)
THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS

THEOSOPHY BRINGS THE WISDOM OF LOVE BEFORE THE EYE OF THE SOUL
THEOSOPHY IS DEEPER MONISM THAN SECULARISM, AND MORE PHILOSOPHICAL
THEOSOPHY IS RELIGION ITSELF AND SUBLIME CODE OF ETHICS

THEOSOPHY IS THE SCIENCE OF TRUTH AND THE RELIGION OF JUSTICE

TRIBUTES TO WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE
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TRUE THEOSOPHISTS ARE ALWAYS UNDER THE MASTER'S EYE

TRUTH IS ALWAYS MIXED WITH ERROR AND HINDERED BY TECHNOLOGICAL
KNOWLEDGE

TWO JOURNALS DEVOTED TO THE BROTHERHOOD OF MAN
VERNAL BLOOMS BY WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE

VISTAS OF VIRTUE AND TRUTH

WADIA'S RESIGNATION FROM THE TS

WHAT SORT OF MAN THE REAL PHILOSOPHER SHOULD BE?
WHEN PURE LOVE IS PERVERTED, HUMANITY QUIVERS
WHO CAN MEND THE BROKEN SOCIETY?

WHO CAN READ THE RIDDLE OF THE SERPENT?

WHO SHOULD BE INVITED TO THEOSOPHICAL MEETINGS?
WHY A BRAHMIN ABANDONED HIS CASTE

WHY PAGAN SYMBOLISM IS INDESTRUCTIBLE?

WILDER ON THE WISDOM RELIGION OF ZOROASTER
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Further
Read.ilf\g

Other works on truth versus falsehood.

COMPASSION: THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH
THE TRUE COLOURS OF MAN

— in our Major Works Series.

KARMA IS THE UNCREATED LAW OF TRUTH AND JUSTICE

— in our Secret Doctrine’s Second Proposition Series.

ISIS UNVEILED IS THE MAJESTY OF TRUTH UNVEILED

LET THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY PERISH, THAN FORSAKE THE CAUSE OF TRUTH
OCCULT TRUTH IS NATURE WITHOUT THE ILLUSORY VEIL OF THE SENSES

THAT WHICH IS FALSE CAN ONLY BE KNOWN BY TRUTH

THE DIVINE ESSENCE AND PRINCIPLES ARE VISTAS OF VIRTUE AND TRUTH
THEOSOPHY IS THE SCIENCE OF TRUTH AND THE RELIGION OF JUSTICE

TRUTH IS ALWAYS MIXED WITH ERROR AND HINDERED BY TECHNOLOGICAL
KNOWLEDGE
— in our Theosophy and Theosophists Series.

OCCULTISM AND KABBALAH ARE ONLY MASKS TO HIDE THE SACRED TRUTH
FROM THE PROFANE

— in our Black versus White Magic Series.

EXACT SCIENCE VERSUS ARCHAIC PHILOSOPHY
THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS THE TEMPLE OF TRUTH
TRUTH DESCENDS LIKE DEW FROM HEAVEN
— in our Living the Life Series.
TRUTH IS EXILED FROM THE PRESS BECAUSE IT IS NOT AS BEGUILING AS FALSE-

HOOD
— in our Down to Earth Series.
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