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From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (MISTAKEN NOTIONS IN THE SECRET DOCTRINE) XII pp. 236-37. 

Frontispiece by Sonya Chasey. 

HERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS OF ACQUIRING KNOWLEDGE: 

(a) By accepting blindly the dicta of the church or modern science; 

(b) By rejecting both and starting to find the truth for oneself. 

The first method is easy and leads to social respectability and the praise of men; the 

other is difficult and requires more than ordinary devotion to truth, a disregard for 

direct personal benefits and an unwavering perseverance. Thus it was in the days of 

old and so it is now, except perhaps, that such devotion to truth has been more rare 

in our own day than it was of yore. Indeed, the modern Eastern student’s unwilling-

ness to think for himself is now as great as Western exactions and criticism of other 

people’s thoughts. 

He demands and expects that his “Path” shall be engineered with all the selfish craft 

of modern comfort, macadamized, laid out with swift railways and telegraphs, and 

even telescopes, through which he may, while sitting at his ease, survey the works of 

other people; and while criticising them, look out for the easiest, in order to play at 

the Occultist and Amateur Student of Theosophy. The real “Path” to esoteric 

knowledge is very different. Its entrance is overgrown with the brambles of neglect, 

the travesties of truth during long ages block the way, and it is obscured by the 

proud contempt of self-sufficiency and with every verity distorted out of all focus. To 

push over the threshold alone, demands an incessant, often unrequited labour of 

years, and once on the other side of the entrance, the weary pilgrim has to toil up on 

foot, for the narrow way leads to forbidding mountain heights, unmeasured and un-

known, save to those who have reached the cloud-capped summit before. Thus must 

he mount, step by step, having to conquer every inch of ground before him by his 

own exertions; moving onward, guided by strange landmarks the nature of which he 

can ascertain only by deciphering the weather-beaten, half-defaced inscriptions as 

he treads along, for woe to him, if, instead of studying them, he sits by coolly pro-

T 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS SERIES 

AT THE THRESHOLD OF THE TWO PATHS 

Students of Theosophy have a choice of two Paths v. 13.23, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 27 September 2023 

Page 3 of 9 

nouncing them “indecipherable.” The “Doctrine of the Eye” is māyā; that of the 

“Heart” alone, can make of him an elect. 

Is it to be wondered that so few reach the goal, that so many are called, but so few 

are chosen? Is [it] not the reason for this explained in three lines on page 27 of The 

Voice of the Silence? These say that while “The first repeat in pride: ‘Behold, I know,’ 

the last, they who in humbleness have garnered, low confess, ‘thus have I heard’”; 

and hence, become the only “chosen.” 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS SERIES 

AT THE THRESHOLD OF THE TWO PATHS 

Students of Theosophy have a choice of two Paths v. 13.23, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 27 September 2023 

Page 4 of 9 

At the threshold of the two Paths 

Excerpted from C.A. Bartzokas (Comp. & Ed.). Compassion: The Spirit of Truth, Gwernymynydd: Phila-

letheians UK, 2005; v. 05.88.2021; Appendix C, pp. 341-42. Modified after The Voice of the Silence, 

Golden Jubilee edition, pp. 92-95. Superscripted numbers correspond to the paragraph numbering of 

that edition. 

  
182 

First path Second path
 183

 

111, 119, 127, 147 
Eye Doctrine Heart Doctrine

 111, 119, 120, 128, 147
 

143, 180, 181, 186 
Open path Secret path

 143, 146, 147, 180, 184, 187
 

106, 111, 113, 115 
Head [mind] learning Soul [heart] wisdom

 106, 111, 113, 115
 

119, 122 
False learning True knowledge

 122
 

119 
Behold I know Thus have I heard

 119
 

298 
Dhyana path Arahatta path

 299
 

199 
Rugged path Steeper path

 200
 

198, 199 
Fourfold Dhyana Paramita Heights

 200
 

143, 194 
Path of bliss Path of woe

 183, 184, 194
 

128 
External, non-existing [fleeting] Permanent, everlasting

 128
 

222 
Personal Impersonal

 222
 

143, 191 
Selfish bliss Self-immolation

 180
 

179 
Bliss immediate Bliss deferred

 179
 

298 
Haven of the yogins Arya path

 302, 307
 

142 
Destruction Compassion

 142, 191, 301
 

[Personal Buddha] Buddha of Perfection
 146, 302

 

[Solitary Buddha] Buddha of Compassion
 143, 306

 

191 
Pratyeka Buddha Samyak Sambuddha

 188
 

119 
Pride Humbleness

 119
 

 [Continued overleaf.] 
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  
119 

The crowd The Elect
 119

 

[Hoi Polloi] The Few 

[Escape from the world] Save the world
 193

 

190 
Sweet rest Bitter duty

 190
 

186 
Oblivion of the world of men Pity for the world of mortals

 187
 

142,
 186,

 306 
Sana (Dharmakaya) Robe Nirmanakaya Robe

 145, 306
 

296-298, 306 
Srotapanna Bodhisattva

 306, 307
 

305 
Nirvana Dharma Arhan [Buddha] Dharma

 314, 315
 

182, 190 
Liberation Renunciation [of Liberation]

145, 183, 190, 192
 

142 
Selves sacrificed to self Self sacrificed to selves

 146
 

142 
Sacrifice mankind to self Live to benefit mankind

 144
 

[Open Eye] Secret Heart
 143
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

From our Theosophy and Theosophists Series. 

 A DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO LORD LYTTON 

 A LAY CHELA ON OCCULT STUDY 

 A LAY CHELA ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 A THEOSOPHICAL LOVE FEAST IN FRANCE 

 ALETHEIA IS OUR GOD AND DOGMA 

 ANCIENT ETHICAL WORSHIPS 

 ARCHAIC THEOSOPHY IS PRE-BUDDHIST WISDOM-RELIGION 

 BLAVATSKY DEFENDS BLAVATSKY 

 BLAVATSKY DEFENDS THE KEY TO THEOSOPHY 

 BLAVATSKY ON ANNA KINGSFORD 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SOUL AND SPIRIT 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE ORIGIN AND SOURCE OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE THEOSOPHY OF DR. N.I. PIROGOV 

 BLAVATSKY REFUTES ARGUMENTS AGAINST THEOSOPHY 

 BLAVATSKY REFUTES THE ASSERTIONS OF A FRENCH THEOSOPHIST 

 BLAVATSKY'S OPEN LETTER TO FELLOW THEOSOPHISTS 

 BUCK ON THE NATURE AND AIM OF THEOSOPHY 

 COLD METAPHYSICS VERSUS DIVINE WISDOM 

 CONDUCT AND DUTIES OF A TRUE THEOSOPHIST 

 CORY'S ANCIENT FRAGMENTS (1832) 

 COSMOPOLITANISM IS FAR HOLIER AND NOBLER THAN GRASPING GREEDINESS 

CLOAKED IN PATRIOTISM 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON CHARLES JOHNSTON 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON EDWARD DOUGLAS FAWCETT 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON FRANZ HARTMANN 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON GERALD MASSEY 
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 DE ZIRKOFF ON HP BLAVATSKY COLLECTED WRITINGS 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON SUBBA ROW 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE COUNTESS OF CAITHNESS 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE DREAM THAT NEVER DIES 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE THIRD VOLUME OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THREE EMINENT THEOSOPHISTS 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON WILHELM HÜBBE-SCHLEIDEN 

 DE ZIRKOFF RECALLS HIS FORMATIVE YEARS IN RUSSIA 

 EASTERN LIGHT SHINES ON WESTERN MINDS 

 EASTERN THEOSOPHY IS NEITHER A CREED, NOR A RELIGIOUS BODY 

 ESSENTIAL THEOSOPHICAL DOCTRINES 

 HARTMANN ON HOW TO ENTER THE PATH TO INFINITE LIFE 

 HARTMANN ON THE HARMONICAL SOCIETY 

 HOW THEOSOPHY REKINDLED TRUE BROTHERHOOD IN INDIA 

 HUMANITY SEEMS TO PROGRESS BY INVENTING ONE DISCOVERY AFTER THE OTHER 

 IMPORT AND POTENCY OF NUMBERS AS SYMBOLS 

 IN THE EARLY DAYS OF THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT 

 ISIS UNVEILED IS THE MAJESTY OF TRUTH UNVEILED 

 JUDGE AND DE ZIRKOFF ON GEORGE MEAD 

 JUDGE ON THE HEART DOCTRINE 

 JUDGE ON THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT 

 JUDGE ON THE TRUE THEOSOPHIST'S PATH 

 JUDGE ON THEOSOPHICAL STUDY AND WORK 

 KEYS TO THE MYSTERY LANGUAGE 

 LET THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY PERISH, THAN FORSAKE THE CAUSE OF TRUTH 

 MYSTERY IS NOT UNREVEALED KNOWLEDGE 

 OCCULT TRUTH IS NATURE WITHOUT THE ILLUSORY VEIL OF THE SENSES 

 OUR GOD IS HUMANITY AND OUR CULT THE LOVE OF OUR FELLOW-MAN 

 OUR ONLY DELIVERER AND SAVIOUR 

 PLEDGED STUDENTS' PRESCRIBED GUIDE FOR CONDUCT 

 PREREQUISITES TO MEMBERSHIP OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
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 SPURNED THE SUBSTANCE AND CLUTCHED THE SHADOW 

 SUBBA ROW DEFENDS ESOTERIC BUDDHISM 

 SUBBA ROW'S ESOTERIC WRITINGS (1895) 

 THAT WHICH IS FALSE CAN ONLY BE KNOWN BY TRUTH 

 THE AIMS AND MISSION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY FULFILLED 

 THE CHALDEAN ORACLES OF ZOROASTER 

 THE CROWN JEWELS OF THEOSOPHY (PHOTO ALBUM) 

 THE POWER OF THE TRINITY OF KOSMOS MANIFESTS THROUGH 

THE FOUR PRINCIPLES OF MAN 

 THE REVIVAL OF EASTERN OCCULT PHILOSOPHY 

 THE SUN OF TRUTH FEARS NO LIGHT AND NEEDS NO LIES 

 THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IS NOT A NURSERY FOR BUDDING ADEPTS 

 THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL ARCANE TERMS 

 THEOSOPHIA - FOUNTAIN, PERSPECTIVES, PRACTICE (DRAWING) 

 THEOSOPHIA: INNER WISDOM 

 THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT, THE GREAT MORAL BUT SILENT FORCE 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - ESOTERIC SECTION (LETTERHEAD) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MISSION AND FUTURE 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 1 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 2 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - OBJECTS AND EARLY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 1 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 2 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SYMBOLS (TRUE TYPE FONT) 

 THEOSOPHIST IS WHO THEOSOPHY DOES 

 THEOSOPHISTS DEFINED ATTITUDINALLY, ETHICALLY, PHILOSOPHICALLY (DRAWING) 

 THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS 

 THEOSOPHY BRINGS THE WISDOM OF LOVE BEFORE THE EYE OF THE SOUL 

 THEOSOPHY IS DEEPER MONISM THAN SECULARISM, AND MORE PHILOSOPHICAL 

 THEOSOPHY IS RELIGION ITSELF AND SUBLIME CODE OF ETHICS 

 THEOSOPHY IS THE SCIENCE OF TRUTH AND THE RELIGION OF JUSTICE 

 TRIBUTES TO WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE 

 TRUE THEOSOPHISTS ARE ALWAYS UNDER THE MASTER'S EYE 
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 TRUTH IS ALWAYS MIXED WITH ERROR AND HINDERED BY TECHNOLOGICAL 

KNOWLEDGE 

 TWO JOURNALS DEVOTED TO THE BROTHERHOOD OF MAN 

 VERNAL BLOOMS BY WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE 

 VISTAS OF VIRTUE AND TRUTH 

 WADIA'S RESIGNATION FROM THE TS 

 WHAT SORT OF MAN THE REAL PHILOSOPHER SHOULD BE? 

 WHEN PURE LOVE IS PERVERTED, HUMANITY QUIVERS 

 WHO CAN MEND THE BROKEN SOCIETY? 

 WHO CAN READ THE RIDDLE OF THE SERPENT? 

 WHO SHOULD BE INVITED TO THEOSOPHICAL MEETINGS? 

 WHY A BRAHMIN ABANDONED HIS CASTE 

 WHY PAGAN SYMBOLISM IS INDESTRUCTIBLE? 

 WILDER ON THE WISDOM RELIGION OF ZOROASTER 
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