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Abstract

The Book of Dzyan is the first volume of Commentaries upon the seven se-
cret folios of Kiu-te, and a Glossary of the public works of the same name.
The thirty-five volumes of Kiu-te ought to be termed “the popularised ver-
sion of the Secret Doctrine.” They are full of myths, blinds, and errors. On
the other hand, the fourteen volumes of Commentaries — with their transla-
tions, annotations, and glossaries of Occult terms, worked out from one
small archaic folio, the “Book of the Secret Wisdom of the World” — contain
a digest of all the Occult Sciences. It is from the texts of all these works that
the Secret Doctrine has been given in 1888.
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On the origin and source of the Secret Doctrine.

The Books of Kiu-te are comparatively modern, having been edited within the last
millennium, whereas the earliest volumes of the Commentaries are of untold antiquity.
The Commentaries of the Secret Doctrine have little to do with these. They stand in
relation to them as the Chaldaeo-Jewish Kabbalah stands to the Mosaic Books. 3

No student, unless very advanced, would be benefited by the perusal of those exoteric
volumes. They must be read with a key to their meaning, and that key can only be found
in the Commentaries. Moreover, there are some comparatively modern works that are
positively injurious, so far as a fair comprehension of even exoteric Buddhism is
concerned. 5

Suggested reading for students.

From our Theosophy and Theosophists Series. 6
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Madame Blavatsky on the origin
and source of Theosophy.

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (THEOSOPHY AND SPIRITISM) V pp. 50-51; full text in the same Se-
ries under the title “Blavatsky refutes the assertions of a French Theosophist.”

OR THOUSANDS OF YEARS, one initiate after another, one great hierophant

succeeded by other hierophants, has explored and re-explored the invisible

Universe, the worlds of the interplanetary regions, during long periods when
his conscious soul, united to the spiritual soul and to the ALL, free and almost om-
nipotent, left his body. It is not only the initiates belonging to the “Great Brotherhood
of the Himalayas,” who give us these doctrines; it is not only the Buddhist Arhats
who teach them, but they are found in the secret writings of Samkardacharya, of Gau-
tama Buddha, of Zoroaster, as well as in those of the Rishis.

The mysteries of life as well as of death, of the visible and invisible worlds, have been
fathomed and observed by initiated adepts in all epochs and in all nations. They have
studied these during the solemn moments of union of their divine monad with the
universal Spirit, and they have recorded their experiences. Thus by comparing and
checking the observations of one with those of another, and finding none of the con-
tradictions so frequently noticed in the dicta, or communications of the mediums, but
on the contrary, having been able to ascertain that the visions of adepts who lived
10,000 years ago are invariably corroborated and verified by those of modern adepts,
to whom the writings of the former never do become known until later — the truth
has been established. A definite science, based on personal observation and experi-
ence, corroborated by continuous demonstrations, containing irrefutable proofs, for
those who study it, has thus been established.
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On the origin and source of the Secret Doctrine.

The Books of Kiu-te are comparatively modern, having been edit-
ed within the last millennium, whereas the earliest volumes of the
Commentaries are of untold antiquity. The Commentaries of the
Secret Doctrine have little to do with these. They stand in relation
to them as the Chaldao-Jewish Kabbalah stands to the Mosaic
Books.

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (THE SECRET BOOKS OF “LAM-RIM” AND DZYAN) XIV pp. 422-24.

The Book of Dzyan — from the Sanskrit word “Dhyana” (mystic meditation) — is the
first volume of the Commentaries upon the seven secret folios of Kiu-te, and a Glos-
sary of the public works of the same name. Thirty-five volumes of Kiu-te for exoteric
purposes and the use of the laymen may be found in the possession of the Tibetan
Gelugpa Lamas, in the library of any monastery; and also fourteen books of Commen-
taries and Annotations on the same by the initiated Teachers.
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Strictly speaking, those thirty-five books ought to be termed “The Popularised Ver-
sion” of the Secret Doctrine, full of myths, blinds, and errors; the fourteen volumes of
Commentaries, on the other hand — with their translations, annotations, and an
ample glossary of Occult terms, worked out from one small archaic folio, the Book of
the Secret Wisdom of the World* — contain a digest of all the Occult Sciences. These,
it appears, are kept secret and apart, in the charge of the Teshu-Lama of Shigatse.
The Books of Kiu-te are comparatively modern, having been edited within the last
millennium, whereas, the earliest volumes of the Commentaries are of untold antig-
uity, some fragments of the original cylinders having been preserved.

With the exception that they explain and correct some of the too fabulous, and to
. . 2

every appearance, grossly-exaggerated accounts in the Books of Kiu-te® — properly

so-called — [423] the Commentaries have little to do with these. They stand in relation

to them as the Chaldeeo-Jewish Kabbalah stands to the Mosaic Books. In the work

known as the Avatamsaka Stitra, in section: “The Supreme Atman [Soul] as mani-

fested in the character of the Arhats and Pratyeka-Buddhas,” it is stated that:

Because from the beginning all sentient creatures have confused the truth and
embraced the false, therefore there came into existence a hidden knowledge
called Alaya Vijaana.

“Who is in possession of the true knowledge?” is asked.
“The great Teachers of the Snowy Mountain,” is the response.

These “great Teachers” have been known to live in the “Snowy Range” of the
Himalayas for countless ages. To deny in the face of millions of Hindus the existence
of their great Gurus, living in the Asramas scattered all over the Trans-or the Cis-
Himalayan slopes, is to make oneself ridiculous in their eyes. When the Buddhist
Saviour appeared in India, their ASramas — for it is rarely that these great Men are
found in Lamaseries, unless on a short visit — were on the spots they now occupy,
and that even before the Brahmans themselves came from Central Asia to settle on

1

It is from the texts of all these works that the Secret Doctrine has been given. The original matter would not
make a small pamphlet, but the explanations and notes from the Commentaries and Glossaries might be
worked into ten volumes as large as Isis Unveiled.

2 The monk Horace Della Penna makes considerable fun in his Memoirs (see Clements Robert Markham’s Nar-
ratives of the mission of George Bogle to Tibet, and of the journey of Thomas Manning to Lhasa, 1876) of certain
statements in the Books of Kiu-te. He brings to the notice of the Christian public “the great mountain 160,000
leagues high” (a Tibetan league consisting of five miles) in the Himalayan Range. He says:

“According to their law, in the west of this world, is an eternal world . . . a paradise, and in it a Saint
called Hopahme, which means ‘Saint of Splendour and Infinite Light.” This Saint has many disciples who
are all Chang-Chub,”

which means, he adds in a footnote,

«

. . . the Spirits of those who, on account of their perfection, do not care to become saints, and train
and instruct the bodies of the reborn Lamas . . . so that they may help the living.”

Which means that the presumably “dead” Jang-Chhub (not “Chang-chub”) are simply living Bodhisattvas, some
of those known as Bhante (“the Brothers”). As to the “mountain 160,000 leagues high,” the Commentary which
gives the key to such statements explains that according to the code used by the writers,

“ ... to the west of the ‘Snowy Mountain’ 160 leagues [the cyphers being a blind] from a certain spot
and by a direct road, is the Bhante Yul [the country or ‘Seat of the Brothers’], the residence of Maha-
Chohan . . . ” etc.
This is the real meaning. The “Hopahme” of Della Penna is — the Maha-Chohan, the Chief. [See Lucifer, Vol.
XV, p. 14, and Blavatsky Collected Writings, Vol. VI pp. 100-1, for the “Tibetan Teachings” article.]
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the Indus. And before that more than one Aryan Dvija3 of fame and historical renown
had sat at their feet, learning that which culminated later on in one or another of the
great philosophical schools. Most of these Himalayan Bhante [Brothers] were Aryan
Brahmans and ascetics.

No student, unless very advanced, would be benefited by the pe-
rusal of those exoteric volumes. They must be read with a key to
their meaning, and that key can only be found in the Commen-
taries. Moreover, there are some comparatively modern works
that are positively injurious, so far as a fair comprehension of
even exoteric Buddhism is concerned.

No student, unless very advanced, would be benefited by the [424] perusal of those
exoteric volumes.* They must be read with a key to their meaning, and that key can
only be found in the Commentaries. Moreover there are some comparatively modern
works that are positively injurious so far as a fair comprehension of even exoteric
Buddhism is concerned. Such are the Buddhist Cosmos, by Bonze Jin-chan of Pe-
king; the Shing-Tao-ki (or The Records of the Enlightenment of Tathagata), by Wang-
Puh — seventh century; Hi-shai Sttra (or Book of Creation), and some others.

Y AUERETE LS Td-A"EET W VNI RN

3
[Initiated Brahman]

4
In some MSS. notes before us, written by Gelong (priest) Thango-pa Chhe-go-mo, it is said:

“The few Roman Catholic missionaries who have visited our land (under protest) in the last century and
have repaid our hospitality by turning our sacred literature into ridicule, have shown little discretion
and still less knowledge. It is true that the Sacred Canon of the Tibetans, the Bkah-hgyur and Bstan-
hgyur, comprises 1707 distinct works — 1083 public and 624 secret volumes, the former being com-
posed of 350 and the latter of 77 volumes folio. May we humbly invite the good missionaries, however, to
tell us when they ever succeeded in getting a glimpse of the last-named secret folios? Had they even by
chance seen them I can assure the Western Pandits that these manuscripts and folios could never be
understood even by a born Tibetan without a key:

(a) To their peculiar characters, and

(b) To their hidden meaning. In our system every description of locality is figurative, every name
and word purposely veiled; and one has first to study the mode of deciphering and then to learn
the equivalent secret terms and symbols for nearly every word of the religious language.

The Egyptian enchorial or hieratic system is child’s play to our sacerdotal puzzles.”
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Suggested reading for students.
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EASTERN LIGHT SHINES ON WESTERN MINDS

EASTERN OCCULTISM IS THE PARENT STREAM OF INNER WISDOM
EASTERN THEOSOPHY IS NEITHER A CREED, NOR A RELIGIOUS BODY
ESSENTIAL THEOSOPHICAL DOCTRINES

HARTMANN ON HOW TO ENTER THE PATH TO INFINITE LIFE

HARTMANN ON THE HARMONICAL SOCIETY

HOW THEOSOPHY REKINDLED TRUE BROTHERHOOD IN INDIA
HUMANITY SEEMS TO PROGRESS BY INVENTING ONE DISCOVERY AFTER THE OTHER
IMPORT AND POTENCY OF NUMBERS AS SYMBOLS

IN THE EARLY DAYS OF THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT
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OUR GOD IS HUMANITY AND OUR CULT THE LOVE OF OUR FELLOW-MAN
OUR ONLY DELIVERER AND SAVIOUR

PLEDGED STUDENTS' PRESCRIBED GUIDE FOR CONDUCT

PREREQUISITES TO MEMBERSHIP OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
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SPURNED THE SUBSTANCE AND CLUTCHED THE SHADOW
STUDENTS HAVE A CHOICE OF TWO PATHS

SUBBA ROW DEFENDS ESOTERIC BUDDHISM

SUBBA ROW'S ESOTERIC WRITINGS (1895)

THAT WHICH IS FALSE CAN ONLY BE KNOWN BY TRUTH

THE AIMS AND MISSION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY FULFILLED
THE CHALDEAN ORACLES OF ZOROASTER

THE CROWN JEWELS OF THEOSOPHY (PHOTO ALBUM)

THE POWER OF THE TRINITY OF KOSMOS MANIFESTS THROUGH
THE FOUR PRINCIPLES OF MAN
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THEOSOPHISTS DEFINED ATTITUDINALLY, ETHICALLY, PHILOSOPHICALLY (DRAWING)
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THEOSOPHY IS RELIGION ITSELF AND SUBLIME CODE OF ETHICS
THEOSOPHY IS THE SCIENCE OF TRUTH AND THE RELIGION OF JUSTICE
TRIBUTES TO WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE

TRUE THEOSOPHISTS ARE ALWAYS UNDER THE MASTER'S EYE
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TRUTH IS ALWAYS MIXED WITH ERROR AND HINDERED BY TECHNOLOGICAL
KNOWLEDGE
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