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Why the Vahan? 

First published in The Vahan, Vol. I, No. 1, December 1st, 1890, pp. 1-3. Republished in Blavatsky 

Collected Writings, (WHY THE “VAHAN”) XII pp. 417-19. Frontispiece by David Valdez. 

ECAUSE THE WORD means a Vehicle. In Theosophical metaphysics this term 

denotes a basis, something as a bearer, more substantial than that which it 

bears; e.g., Buddhi, the spiritual Soul, is the Vahan of Ātma — the purely 

immaterial “principle.” Or again, as in physiology, our brain is the supposed physical 

vehicle or Vahan of super-physical thought. 

Thus, this little fortnightly paper is destined to serve as the bearer of Theosophical 

thought, and the recorder of all Theosophical activities. 

The enterprise is no financial speculation, but most decidedly an additional expense 

which our meagre funds can ill afford, but which our duty urges us to undertake. 

The journal is to go free of charge to our British Branches and “unattached” Fellows. 

It is also meant for those who are unable to subscribe to our regular magazines, but 

the wealthier will profit along with the poorer, for the following reasons. The Karma 

of those who could, but will not subscribe for the organs of their Society, whether 

from indifference or any other cause, is their own; but the duty of keeping all the Fel-

lows in touch with us, and au courant with Theosophical events — is ours. For, 

many of those who being virtually cut off from almost everything that goes on in the 

Theosophical centres, lose very soon their interest in the movement and continue 

henceforward “Fellows” but in name. 

It has been always held that a true Theosophist must have no personal ends to 

serve, no favourite hobby to propagate, no special doctrine to enforce or to defend. 

For, to merit the honourable title of Theosophist one must be an altruist, above all; 

one ever ready to help equally foe or friend, to act, rather than to speak; and urge 

others to action, while never losing an opportunity to work himself. But, if no true 
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Theosophist will ever dictate to his fellow brother or neighbour what this one should 

believe or disbelieve in, nor force him to act on lines which may be distasteful to him, 

however proper they may appear to himself, there are other duties which he has to 

attend to: 

To warn his brother of any danger the latter may fail to see; and 

To share his knowledge — if he has acquired such — with those who have been 

less fortunate than himself in opportunities for acquiring it. 

Now, though we are painfully aware that a good number of members have joined the 

T.S. out of simple curiosity, while others, remaining for some time out of touch with 

the movement, have lost their interest in it, we must never lose the hope of reviving 

that interest. Many are the Fellows who, having failed at first to help on the cause, 

have now become earnest “working members,” as they are called. Therefore, we say 

today to all: “If you would really help the noble cause — you must do so now: for, a 

few years more and your, as well as our efforts, will be in vain.” The world moves in 

cycles, which proceed under the impetus of two mutually antagonistic and destroy-

ing Forces, the one striving to move Humanity onward, toward Spirit, the other forc-

ing Mankind to gravitate downward, into the very abysses of matter. It remains with 

men to help either the one or the other. Thus, also, it is our present task, as Theoso-

phists, to help in one or the other direction. We are in the very midst of the Egyptian 

darkness of Kali-yuga, the “Black Age,” the first 5,000 years of which, its dreary first 

cycle, is preparing to close on the world between 1897 and 1898. Unless we succeed 

in placing the T.S. before this date on the safe side of the spiritual current, it will be 

swept away irretrievably into the Deep called “Failure,” and the cold waves of oblivion 

will close over its doomed head. Thus will have ingloriously perished the only associ-

ation whose aims, rules and original purposes answer in every particular and detail 

— if strictly carried out — to the innermost, fundamental thought of every great 

Adept Reformer, the beautiful dream of a UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD OF MAN. 

Verily, of philanthropical, political and religious bodies we have many. Clubs, con-

gresses, associations, unions, refuges, societies, each of them a social protector of 

special men and nations, special arts and sciences, or a bulwark against this or that 

evil, spring up daily, each of these moved by its own party or sectarian spirit. 

But which of them is strictly universal, good for all and prejudicial to none? 

Which of them answers fully to the noble injunction of the Buddhist Arhats and 

also of King Aśoka? 

“When thou plantest trees along the roads, allow their shade to protect 

the wicked as the good. When thou buildest a Rest Home, let its doors be 

thrown open to men of all religions, to the opposite of thine own creed, 

and to thy personal enemies as well as to thy friends.” 

None, we say, none save our own Society, a purely unsectarian, unselfish body; the 

only one which has no party object in view, which is open to all men, the good and 

the bad, the lowly and the high, the foolish and the wise — and which calls them all 

“Brothers,” regardless of their religion, race, colour, or station in life. 
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To all these we now say: As “There is no Religion higher than Truth,” no deity greater 

than the latter, no duty nobler than self-sacrifice, and that the time for action is so 

short — shall not each of you put his shoulder to the wheel of the heavy car of our 

Society and help us to land it safely across the abyss of matter, on to the safe side? 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

From our Theosophy and Theosophists Series. 

 A DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO LORD LYTTON 

 A LAY CHELA ON OCCULT STUDY 

 A LAY CHELA ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 A THEOSOPHICAL LOVE FEAST IN FRANCE 

 ALETHEIA IS OUR GOD AND DOGMA 

 ANCIENT ETHICAL WORSHIPS 

 ARCHAIC THEOSOPHY IS PRE-BUDDHIST WISDOM-RELIGION 

 BLAVATSKY DEFENDS BLAVATSKY 

 BLAVATSKY DEFENDS THE KEY TO THEOSOPHY 

 BLAVATSKY ON ANNA KINGSFORD 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SOUL AND SPIRIT 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE THEOSOPHY OF DR. N.I. PIROGOV 

 BLAVATSKY REFUTES ARGUMENTS AGAINST THEOSOPHY 

 BLAVATSKY REFUTES THE ASSERTIONS OF A FRENCH THEOSOPHIST 

 BLAVATSKY'S OPEN LETTER TO FELLOW THEOSOPHISTS 

 BUCK ON THE NATURE AND AIM OF THEOSOPHY 

 COLD METAPHYSICS VERSUS DIVINE WISDOM 

 CORY'S ANCIENT FRAGMENTS (1832) 

 COSMOPOLITANISM IS FAR HOLIER AND NOBLER THAN GRASPING GREEDINESS 

CLOAKED IN PATRIOTISM 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON CHARLES JOHNSTON 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON EDWARD DOUGLAS FAWCETT 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON FRANZ HARTMANN 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON GERALD MASSEY 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON HP BLAVATSKY COLLECTED WRITINGS 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON SUBBA ROW 
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 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE COUNTESS OF CAITHNESS 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE DREAM THAT NEVER DIES 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE THIRD VOLUME OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THREE EMINENT THEOSOPHISTS 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON WILHELM HÜBBE-SCHLEIDEN 

 DE ZIRKOFF RECALLS HIS FORMATIVE YEARS IN RUSSIA 

 EASTERN LIGHT SHINES ON WESTERN MINDS 

 EASTERN OCCULTISM IS THE PARENT STREAM OF INNER WISDOM 

 EASTERN THEOSOPHY IS NEITHER A CREED, NOR A RELIGIOUS BODY 

 ESSENTIAL THEOSOPHICAL DOCTRINES 

 HARTMANN ON HOW TO ENTER THE PATH TO INFINITE LIFE 

 HARTMANN ON THE HARMONICAL SOCIETY 

 HOW THEOSOPHY REKINDLED TRUE BROTHERHOOD IN INDIA 

 HUMANITY SEEMS TO PROGRESS BY INVENTING ONE DISCOVERY AFTER THE OTHER 

 IMPORT AND POTENCY OF NUMBERS AS SYMBOLS 

 IN THE EARLY DAYS OF THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT 

 ISIS UNVEILED IS THE MAJESTY OF TRUTH UNVEILED 

 JUDGE AND DE ZIRKOFF ON GEORGE MEAD 

 JUDGE ON THE HEART DOCTRINE 

 JUDGE ON THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT 

 JUDGE ON THE TRUE THEOSOPHIST'S PATH 

 JUDGE ON THEOSOPHICAL STUDY AND WORK 

 KEYS TO THE MYSTERY LANGUAGE 

 LET THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY PERISH, THAN FORSAKE THE CAUSE OF TRUTH 

 MYSTERY IS NOT UNREVEALED KNOWLEDGE 

 OCCULT TRUTH IS NATURE WITHOUT THE ILLUSORY VEIL OF THE SENSES 

 OUR GOD IS HUMANITY AND OUR CULT THE LOVE OF OUR FELLOW-MAN 

 OUR ONLY DELIVERER AND SAVIOUR 

 PLEDGED STUDENTS' PRESCRIBED GUIDE FOR CONDUCT 

 PREREQUISITES TO MEMBERSHIP OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

 SPURNED THE SUBSTANCE AND CLUTCHED THE SHADOW 
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 STUDENTS HAVE A CHOICE OF TWO PATHS 

 SUBBA ROW DEFENDS ESOTERIC BUDDHISM 

 SUBBA ROW'S ESOTERIC WRITINGS (1895) 

 THAT WHICH IS FALSE CAN ONLY BE KNOWN BY TRUTH 

 THE AIMS AND MISSION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY FULFILLED 

 THE CHALDEAN ORACLES OF ZOROASTER 

 THE CROWN JEWELS OF THEOSOPHY (PHOTO ALBUM) 

 THE POWER OF THE TRINITY OF KOSMOS MANIFESTS THROUGH 

THE FOUR PRINCIPLES OF MAN 

 THE REVIVAL OF EASTERN OCCULT PHILOSOPHY 

 THE SUN OF TRUTH FEARS NO LIGHT AND NEEDS NO LIES 

 THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IS NOT A NURSERY FOR BUDDING ADEPTS 

 THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL ARCANE TERMS 

 THEOSOPHIA - FOUNTAIN, PERSPECTIVES, PRACTICE (DRAWING) 

 THEOSOPHIA: INNER WISDOM 

 THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT, THE GREAT MORAL BUT SILENT FORCE 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - ESOTERIC SECTION (LETTERHEAD) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MISSION AND FUTURE 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 1 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 2 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - OBJECTS AND EARLY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 1 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 2 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SYMBOLS (TRUE TYPE FONT) 

 THEOSOPHIST IS WHO THEOSOPHY DOES 

 THEOSOPHISTS DEFINED ATTITUDINALLY, ETHICALLY, PHILOSOPHICALLY (DRAWING) 

 THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS 

 THEOSOPHY BRINGS THE WISDOM OF LOVE BEFORE THE EYE OF THE SOUL 

 THEOSOPHY IS DEEPER MONISM THAN SECULARISM, AND MORE PHILOSOPHICAL 

 THEOSOPHY IS RELIGION ITSELF AND SUBLIME CODE OF ETHICS 

 THEOSOPHY IS THE SCIENCE OF TRUTH AND THE RELIGION OF JUSTICE 

 TRIBUTES TO WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE 

 TRUE THEOSOPHISTS ARE ALWAYS UNDER THE MASTER'S EYE 
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 TRUTH IS ALWAYS MIXED WITH ERROR AND HINDERED BY TECHNOLOGICAL 

KNOWLEDGE 

 TWO JOURNALS DEVOTED TO THE BROTHERHOOD OF MAN 

 VERNAL BLOOMS BY WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE 

 VISTAS OF VIRTUE AND TRUTH 

 WADIA'S RESIGNATION FROM THE TS 

 WHAT SORT OF MAN THE REAL PHILOSOPHER SHOULD BE? 

 WHEN PURE LOVE IS PERVERTED, HUMANITY QUIVERS 

 WHO CAN MEND THE BROKEN SOCIETY? 

 WHO CAN READ THE RIDDLE OF THE SERPENT? 

 WHO SHOULD BE INVITED TO THEOSOPHICAL MEETINGS? 

 WHY A BRAHMIN ABANDONED HIS CASTE 

 WHY PAGAN SYMBOLISM IS INDESTRUCTIBLE? 

 WILDER ON THE WISDOM RELIGION OF ZOROASTER 
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