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Cortege of the Solar God 

From The Secret Doctrine, I p. 363. 

Nevertheless, even Christians have to this day their sacred birds; for instance, the 

dove, the symbol of the Holy Ghost. Nor have they neglected the sacred animals. The 

Evangelical zoolatry — the Bull, the Eagle, the Lion, and the Angel (in reality the 

Cherub, or Sārāph, the fiery-winged Serpent) — is as much pagan as that of the 

Egyptians or the Chaldeans. These four animals are, in reality, the symbols of the 

four elements, and of the four lower principles in man. Nevertheless, they correspond 

physically and materially to the four constellations that form, so to speak, the suite 

or cortège of the Solar God, and occupy during the winter solstice the four cardinal 

points of the zodiacal circle. These four “animals” may be seen in many of the Roman 

Catholic New Testaments where the portraits of the evangelists are given. They are 

the animals of Ezekiel’s Merkābāh. 
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