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William Quan Judge asserts that altruism and 
brotherhood are not a utopian dream, but an 
Almighty Universal Force in Heaven as on earth. 

First published in: The Theosophical Congress, pp. 70-74. Republished in: Dara Eklund (Comp.). Ech-

oes of the Orient: The Writings of William Quan Judge. 2nd ed. Pasadena: Theosophical University 

Press: Vol. II, 2009; UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD, A FACT IN NATURE, pp. 143-48. Frontispiece: Of Kind-

ness and Berries, by Troll Girl. 

 HAVE BEEN REQUESTED TO SPEAK on the subject of Universal Brotherhood 

as a fact in nature; not as a theory, not as a Utopian dream which can never 

be realized; not as a fact in society, not as a fact in government, but as a fact 

in nature. That is, that Universal Brotherhood is an actual thing, whether it is recog-

nized or whether it is not. Christian priests have claimed for some years, without 

right, that Christianity introduced the idea of Universal Brotherhood. The reason the 

claim was made, I suppose, was because those who made it did not know that other 

religions at other times had the same doctrine. It is found in the Buddhist scriptures, 

it is found in the Chinese books, it is found in the Parsī books, it is found everywhere 

in the history of the world, long before the first year of the Christian Era began. So it 

is not a special idea from the Christian scriptures. Every nation, then, every civiliza-

tion has brought forward this doctrine, and the facts of history show us that, more 

than at any other time, the last eighteen hundred years have seen this doctrine vio-

lated in society, in government, and in nations. So that at last men have come to say, 

“Universal Brotherhood is very beautiful; it is something that we all desire, but it is 

impossible to realize.” With one word they declare the noble doctrine, and with the 

other they deny the possibility of its ever being realized. 

Why is this the case? Why is it that although Christianity and other religions have 

brought forward this doctrine, it has been violated? We cannot deny that it has been. 

The history of even the last few years proves it. The history of the last forty years in 

America, without going any farther back, proves that this doctrine has been violated 

in the West. How could it have been a doctrine that the Americans believed in when 

they had slavery in their midst? How could it have been believed in by the French 

when they stretched out their hand and demanded of Siam, a weak and powerless 

nation, that it must give up to them its own property? How could it have been be-

lieved in by the Germans and French when they constructed engines of war and went 

into battle and destroyed each other by the thousands? Does not the American War 

of the Rebellion and the vast amount of treasure wasted and the thousands slain in 

that civil war prove conclusively that Universal Brotherhood has not been practiced? 

It has been professed but not practiced. Now, go further back, go back in the history 

of the nations in Europe, without going to any other country, and what do you find? 

Do you not find sectarian prejudice? Their view of Universal Brotherhood has for 

years prevented the progress of science. Is it not true that only since science became 

I 
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materialized — a most remarkable thing, but it is true — I insist that since then only 

science has made progress. If Universal Brotherhood had been a belief of this nation, 

then we would not have had the burning of witches in America; nor in other coun-

tries would we have had the burning of Catholics by Protestants, nor the burning of 

Protestants by Catholics; we would not have had the persecutions that have stained 

the pages of history; and yet we have always claimed that we have had Universal 

Brotherhood. We have had the theory but not the practice. Now, then, has there not 

been something wanting? It is a beautiful doctrine. It is the only doctrine of the The-

osophical Society, the only thing that any man is asked by us to subscribe to. What, 

then, is the matter with it? Why so many men who say that it is beautiful, but it is 

impossible, simply impossible? There are even some branches of the Christian 

church which say, “There is Jesus; why, the altruistic, noble teachings of Christ are 

beautiful; but no State could live three months under such doctrine.” The reason 

that it has not prevailed in practice is that it has been denied in the heart. 

The Theosophist who knows anything about life insists that Universal Brotherhood is 

not a mere theory. It is a fact, a living ever-present fact, from which no nation can 

hope to escape; no man can escape from it, and every man who violates it violates a 

law, violates the greatest law of nature, which will react upon him and make him suf-

fer. And that is why we have had suffering; that is why you have in Chicago, in Lon-

don, in New York, in Berlin, in all the great cities of the world, masses of people who 

are claiming with violence what they call their rights and saying they must have 

them, and that another class is oppressing them; and danger lurks in every corner 

because men are insisting on Universal Brotherhood. This noble doctrine has already 

become a danger. The reason of all these things is that men have denied the fact. 

Now, we propose to show you, if we can, that it is a fact. 

If you will notice you will find that when it rains over a certain area vast numbers of 

men are affected similarly. The rain has to fall on the fields in order that the harvest 

may grow, so that afterwards it may be gathered, and all the farmers are affected to-

gether by the rain. If you examine society you will find that at the same hour every-

day almost all the people are doing exactly the same thing. At a certain hour in the 

morning thousands of your citizens are going down that railway or rush all together 

to catch the train, and at another few moments afterwards they are rushing out of 

the train to get to business, all doing the same thing, one common thought inspiring 

them. That is one of the proofs — a small one — in social and business life that they 

are affected together, they are all united. Then in the evening they will come home at 

the same hour, and if you could see, at the same hour you would see them all eating 

together and digesting together, and then later on they are all lying down together at 

the same hours. Are they not united even in their social life? Brothers even in that? 

And what do we see here in business? Lately I have felt it; every man has felt it, and 

many women; doubtless all have felt it; lately we have had a financial crisis, perhaps 

have it yet, in which dollars have been scarce, during which men have discovered 

that there are only just so many dollars and half dollars to each person in the coun-

try, and we have altogether been suffering from that panic all over this vast country. 

Suffering, why? Because commercially we are united and cannot get out of it. China 

even is affected by it, and Japan. India, they say, was the cause of it. Some men say 

the reason for this panic is that India put the price of rupees down, and we who pro-
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duce so much silver began to feel it. I do not know that that is the reason. But I 

think there is another cause. I think the American nation is so fond of luxury, so 

fond of fine clothes, so fond of having a heap of money, that it has gone too far and 

there was bound to come a reaction, because it is all united together with the whole 

world, and when it spread itself out too far the slightest touch broke the fabric. That 

is the reason, and that is another proof of Universal Brotherhood. We are all united, 

not only with each other here, but with the entire world. 

Now, then, go further still materially and you find that all men are alike. We have the 

same sort of bodies, a little different perhaps in height, weight, and extension, but as 

human beings we are all alike, all the same colour in one country, all the same shape 

in any country, so that as mere bodies of flesh they are united, they are the same. 

We know every man and woman has exuding from him or her what is called perspi-

ration. The doctors will tell you there is a finer perspiration you cannot see, the invis-

ible perspiration which goes out a short distance around about us; we know it comes 

out from every person, and the emanations of each person are affecting every other 

person, being interchanged always. All those in this room are being affected by these 

emanations and also by the ideas of each other, and the ideas of the speakers speak-

ing to you. So it is in every direction; wherever you go, wherever you look, we are 

united; in whatever plane, the plane of mind as well as the plane of the body; the 

plane of the emotions, of the spirit, what not, we are all united, and it is a fact from 

which we cannot escape. Now, then, further: science is beginning to admit what the 

old Theosophists have always said, that there is going on every minute in every per-

son a death, a dissolution, a disappearance. It used to be taught and thought in the 

West that we could see matter, that this table is made of matter. It is admitted today 

by your best scientific men in every part of Western civilization that you do not see 

matter at all; it is only the phenomena of matter we see; and it is my senses which 

enable me to perceive these phenomena. It is not matter at all, and so we do not see 

matter. Now admitting that, they go further and say there is a constant change in 

matter so-called; that is, this table is in motion. This is not a purely Theosophical 

theory. Go to any Doctor of Physics and he will admit to you as I have stated it. This 

table is in motion; every molecule is separate from every other, and there is space 

between them, and they are moving. So it is with every man; he is made of atoms 

and they are in motion. Then how is it we remain the same size and weight nearly 

always from the moment of maturity until death? We eat tons of meat and vegetables 

but remain the same. It is not because of the things you have eaten. In addition to 

that the atoms are alive, constantly moving, coming and going from one person to 

another; and this is the modern doctrine today as well as it was the doctrine of an-

cient India. They call it the momentary dissolution of atoms; that is to say, to put it 

in another way, I am losing, all of you in this room are losing, a certain number of 

atoms, but they are being replaced by other atoms. Now, where do these other atoms 

come from? Do they not come from the people in this room? These atoms help to re-

build your body as well as does the food you eat. And we are exuding atoms from our 

minds, and we are receiving into ourselves the atoms other men have used. For, re-

member, science teaches you, and Theosophy has always insisted, that matter is in-

visible before it is turned into this combination of the life cycle, which makes it visi-

ble, makes it tangible to us. So these atoms leave us in a stream and rush into other 
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people. And therefore the atoms of good men go into bad men, the atoms impressed 

by bad men go into good men, and vice versa. In that way as well as others we are 

affecting everybody in this world; and the people in Chicago who are living mean, 

selfish lives are impressing these invisible atoms with mean and selfish characters, 

and these mean and selfish atoms will be distributed by other men, and by you again 

to your and their detriment. That is another phase of Universal Brotherhood. It 

teaches us to be careful to see that we use and keep the atoms in our charge in such 

a condition that they shall benefit others to whom they shall go. [applause] 

There is another view of Universal Brotherhood, and I don’t pretend to exhaust the 

argument on this point, for I have not the time nor force to state all that is put for-

ward in the Theosophical books and literature and thought. That is, that there is in 

this world an actual Universal Brotherhood of men and women, of souls, a brother-

hood of beings who practice Universal Brotherhood by always trying to influence the 

souls of men for their good. I bring to you the message of these men; I bring to you 

the words of that Brotherhood. Why will you longer call yourselves miserable men 

and women who are willing to go to a Heaven where you will do nothing? Do you not 

like to be gods? Do you not want to be gods? I hear some men say, “What, a god! Im-

possible!” Perhaps they do not like the responsibility. Why, when you get to that po-

sition you will understand the responsibility. This actual Brotherhood of living men 

says, Why, men of the West, why will you so long refuse to believe you are gods? We 

are your brothers and we are gods with you. Be then as gods! Believe that you are 

gods, and then, after experience and attainment, you will have a place consciously in 

the great Brotherhood which governs the entire world, but cannot go against the law. 

This great Brotherhood of living men, living souls, would, if they could, alter the face 

of civilization; they would, if they could, come down and make saints of every one of 

you; but evolution is the law and they cannot violate it; they must wait for you. And 

why will you so long be satisfied to believe that you are born in original sin and can-

not escape? I do not believe in any such doctrine as that. I do not believe I was born 

in original sin. I believe that I am pretty bad, but that potentially I am a god, and I 

propose to take the inheritance if it is possible. For what purpose? So that I may help 

all the rest to do the same thing, for that is the law of Universal Brotherhood; and 

the Theosophical Society wishes to enforce it on the West, to make it see this great 

truth, that we are as gods, and are only prevented from being so in fact by our own 

insanity, ignorance, and fear to take the position. 

So, then, we insist that Universal Brotherhood is a fact in nature. It is a fact for the 

lowest part of nature; for the animal kingdom, for the vegetable kingdom, and the 

mineral kingdom. We are all atoms, obeying the law together. Our denying it does not 

disprove it. It simply puts off the day of reward and keeps us miserable, poor, and 

selfish. Why, just think of it! if all in Chicago, in the United States, would act as Je-

sus has said, as Buddha has said, as Confucius said, as all the great ethical teachers 

of the world have said, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you,” would 

there be any necessity for legal measures and policemen with clubs in this park as 

you had them the other day? [applause] No, I think there would be no necessity, and 

that is what one of this great Brotherhood has said. He said all the troubles of the 

world would disappear in a moment if men would only do one-quarter of what they 

could and what they ought. It is not God who is to damn you to death, to misery. It is 
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yourself. And the Theosophical Society desires above all things, not that you should 

understand spiritualism, not that wonderful occult works should be performed, but 

to understand the constitution of matter and of Life as they are, which we can never 

understand but by practicing right ethics. Live with each other as brothers; for the 

misery and the trouble of the world are of more importance than all the scientific 

progress that may be imagined. I conclude by calling upon you by all that humanity 

holds dear to remember what I say, and whether Christians, Atheists, Jews, Pagans, 

Heathen, or Theosophists, try to practice Universal Brotherhood, which is the uni-

versal duty of all men. 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

From our Living the Life Series. 

 ATTUNE YOUR SELF WITH THE SELF IN ALL 

 BLAVATSKY ON BUDDHISM 

 BRAHMANISM IS THE ELDER SISTER OF BUDDHISM 

 CAN THERE BE JOY WITHOUT LOVE? 

 CHARITY EMPTIES HER PURSE WITH AN INVISIBLE HAND 

 DELIGHT IN THE BEAUTY OF THE SOUL 

 DENUNCIATION IS NOT A DUTY 

 DISCORD IS THE HARMONY OF THE UNIVERSE 

 EMERSON ON LOVE 

 EVIL OMENS AND MYSTERIOUS DISEASES 

 GODLESS BUDDHISM IS PHILOSOPHICAL AGNOSTICISM 

 GOETHE'S MAXIMS AND REFLECTIONS 

 HAPPINESS IS BUT A DREAM 

 HARTMANN ON CHASTITY 

 HYPOCRISY, DIAGNOSES AND PALLIATIVES 

 IMPRISONED IN THE NARROW VASE OF DOGMATISM 

 JUDGE ON THE UNIVERSAL APPLICATIONS OF DOCTRINE 

 LET EVERY MAN PROVE HIS OWN WORKS 

 LET YOUR DAILY LIFE BE YOUR TEMPLE AND GOD 

 LÉVI ON THE POWER OF MIND, UNRUFFLED BY DESIRE - TR. WAITE 

 LODGES OF MAGIC 

 MARCUS AURELIUS' MEDITATIONS - TR. CASAUBON 

 MEDICINE OF THE MIND 

 OCCULT LAWS AND PARADOXES 

 OCCULT LAWS CAN BE ENTRUSTED ONLY TO THOSE WHO LIVE THE LIFE 

DIRECTED BY THEOSOPHY 
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 OPPOSITE AND OPPOSING FORCES ARE CONVERTIBLE 

 PARADOX IS THE LANGUAGE OF OCCULTISM 

 PHILOSOPHERS AND PHILOSOPHICULES 

 PLUTARCH ON HOW WE MAY PROFIT FROM OUR ENEMIES - TR. HARTCLIFFE 

 PLUTARCH ON HOW WE MAY SHOW OFF WITHOUT BEING ENVIED – TR. LANCASTER 

 PLUTARCH ON LOVE - TR. PHILIPS 

 PLUTARCH ON MAN’S PROGRESS IN VIRTUE – TR. TOD 

 PLUTARCH ON MORAL VIRTUE 

 PLUTARCH ON WHETHER VICE IS SUFFICIENT TO RENDER A MAN UNHAPPY 

 PROCLUS ON THE GOOD, THE JUST, AND THE BEAUTIFUL 

 PROVERBIAL WISDOM FROM THE HITOPADESHA 

 PYTHAGOREAN ETHICS AFTER STOBAEUS 

 PYTHAGOREAN SYMBOLS - TR. BRIDGMAN 

 SENTENCES BY SECTUS THE PYTHAGOREAN - TR. TAYLOR 

 SERJEANT COX ON THE NEGATORS OF SPIRITUAL EVOLUTION 

 SEVEN OCCULT TAMIL PROVERBS 

 SPIRITUALITY IS NOT A VIRTUE 

 THE ENNOBLING POWER OF THORACIC EXPANSION 

 THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS THE TEMPLE OF TRUTH 

 THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS WITHIN YOU BY TOLSTOY 

 THE KREUTZER SONATA 

 THE NELLORE YANADIS 

 THE NILGIRI SANNYASIS 

 THE NOBLE AIM OF EDUCATION IS TO AWAKEN THE DIVINITY WITHIN 

 THE POWER TO HEAL 

 THE PRAYER OF THE TRUE PHILOSOPHER IS HIS ADORATION 

 THE SAYINGS OF LAO TZU - TR. GILES 

 THE SCIENCE OF LIFE BY BLAVATSKY AND TOLSTOY 

 THE STRUGGLE FOR EXISTENCE 

 THEAGES ON VIRTUE 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - LIVE IN THE IDEAL 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE RAINBOW OF HOPE 

 THOU SHALT CROUCH AT MY FEET 
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 TRUTH DESCENDS LIKE DEW FROM HEAVEN 

 WHAT SHALL WE DO FOR OUR FELLOW-MEN? 
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