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Virtue is harmony, but vice dissonance. 

— PLOTINUS
1
 

Discord is the concomitant of differentiation. 

— HELENA PETROVNA BLAVATSKY
2
 

Storms may be violent and dissonant. 

But the eye of storm silently watches its shadows, 

Waving and tossing. 

— ANON. 

 

OT EVEN THE PRESIDENT-FOUNDER has the right directly or indirect-

ly to interfere with the freedom of thought of the humblest member, 

least of all to seek to influence his personal opinion. It is only in the 

absence of this generous consideration, that even the faintest shadow of differ-

ence arms seekers after the same truth, otherwise earnest and sincere, with the 

scorpion-whip of hatred against their brothers, equally sincere and earnest. De-

luded victims of distorted truth, they forget, or never knew, that discord is the 

harmony of the Universe.
3
 

Commenting upon Dr Keightley’s statement that “Harmony is essentially the law of 

the Universe. The contrasted aspects of Nature . . . can have no reality except in the 

experience of conscious Egos,” H.P. Blavatsky wrote: 

The phenomenal contrast is not denied, but it is representative of no funda-

mental want of harmony. In the same way the contrast of Subject and Object is 

essential to our present finite consciousness, although it has no basis of reality 

beyond the limits of conditional being. Moreover, even in the phenomenal Uni-

verse, equilibrium (harmony) is most certainly maintained by the very conflict 

of the contrasted forces alluded to.
4
 

And upon Mr Beatty’s question that “The Universe must, at bottom, be a Harmony. 

Why?” she explained: 

Mr Beatty asks how the Universe would come to stand-still, if the Law of Har-

mony was suspended. Now suppose, for instance, that the law of “gravity” was 

not counterbalanced by the action of other “forces,” what would happen? Sci-

ence assures us that everything would have long before gravitated to a common 

centre, and a universal dead-lock have ensued! Vice versa, if “gravity” were to 

lapse. Verb. Sap.
5, 6 

 

                                            
1
 Plotinus: Ennead III, vi (tr. Taylor) 

2
 Blavatsky Collected Writings, (THE FALL OF IDEALS) XII p. 49 

3
 Mahātma Letter 85 (120), p. 395; 3rd Combined ed. 

4
 Blavatsky Collected Writings, (MISCELLANEOUS NOTES) VIII p. 312 

5
 [Abbreviation of “verbum sapienti sat est,” i.e., a word to the wise is enough.] 

6
 ibid. 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

From our Living the Life Series. 

 ATTUNE YOUR SELF WITH THE SELF IN ALL 

 BLAVATSKY ON BUDDHISM 

 BRAHMANISM IS THE ELDER SISTER OF BUDDHISM 

 CAN THERE BE JOY WITHOUT LOVE? 

 CHARITY EMPTIES HER PURSE WITH AN INVISIBLE HAND 

 DELIGHT IN THE BEAUTY OF THE SOUL 

 DENUNCIATION IS NOT A DUTY 

 EMERSON ON LOVE 

 EVIL OMENS AND MYSTERIOUS DISEASES 

 GODLESS BUDDHISM IS PHILOSOPHICAL AGNOSTICISM 

 GOETHE'S MAXIMS AND REFLECTIONS 

 HAPPINESS IS BUT A DREAM 

 HARTMANN ON CHASTITY 

 HYPOCRISY, DIAGNOSES AND PALLIATIVES 

 IMPRISONED IN THE NARROW VASE OF DOGMATISM 

 JUDGE ON THE UNIVERSAL APPLICATIONS OF DOCTRINE 

 JUDGE ON THE UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD 

 LET EVERY MAN PROVE HIS OWN WORKS 

 LET YOUR DAILY LIFE BE YOUR TEMPLE AND GOD 

 LÉVI ON THE POWER OF MIND, UNRUFFLED BY DESIRE - TR. WAITE 

 LODGES OF MAGIC 

 MARCUS AURELIUS' MEDITATIONS - TR. CASAUBON 

 MEDICINE OF THE MIND 

 OCCULT LAWS AND PARADOXES 

 OCCULT LAWS CAN BE ENTRUSTED ONLY TO THOSE WHO LIVE THE LIFE 

DIRECTED BY THEOSOPHY 
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 OPPOSITE AND OPPOSING FORCES ARE CONVERTIBLE 

 PARADOX IS THE LANGUAGE OF OCCULTISM 

 PHILOSOPHERS AND PHILOSOPHICULES 

 PLUTARCH ON HOW WE MAY PROFIT FROM OUR ENEMIES - TR. HARTCLIFFE 

 PLUTARCH ON HOW WE MAY SHOW OFF WITHOUT BEING ENVIED – TR. LANCASTER 

 PLUTARCH ON LOVE - TR. PHILIPS 

 PLUTARCH ON MAN’S PROGRESS IN VIRTUE – TR. TOD 

 PLUTARCH ON MORAL VIRTUE 

 PLUTARCH ON WHETHER VICE IS SUFFICIENT TO RENDER A MAN UNHAPPY 

 PROCLUS ON THE GOOD, THE JUST, AND THE BEAUTIFUL 

 PROVERBIAL WISDOM FROM THE HITOPADESHA 

 PYTHAGOREAN ETHICS AFTER STOBAEUS 

 PYTHAGOREAN SYMBOLS - TR. BRIDGMAN 

 SENTENCES BY SECTUS THE PYTHAGOREAN - TR. TAYLOR 

 SERJEANT COX ON THE NEGATORS OF SPIRITUAL EVOLUTION 

 SEVEN OCCULT TAMIL PROVERBS 

 SPIRITUALITY IS NOT A VIRTUE 

 THE ENNOBLING POWER OF THORACIC EXPANSION 

 THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS THE TEMPLE OF TRUTH 

 THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS WITHIN YOU BY TOLSTOY 

 THE KREUTZER SONATA 

 THE NELLORE YANADIS 

 THE NILGIRI SANNYASIS 

 THE NOBLE AIM OF EDUCATION IS TO AWAKEN THE DIVINITY WITHIN 

 THE POWER TO HEAL 

 THE PRAYER OF THE TRUE PHILOSOPHER IS HIS ADORATION 

 THE SAYINGS OF LAO TZU - TR. GILES 

 THE SCIENCE OF LIFE BY BLAVATSKY AND TOLSTOY 

 THE STRUGGLE FOR EXISTENCE 

 THEAGES ON VIRTUE 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - LIVE IN THE IDEAL 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE RAINBOW OF HOPE 

 THOU SHALT CROUCH AT MY FEET 
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 TRUTH DESCENDS LIKE DEW FROM HEAVEN 

 WHAT SHALL WE DO FOR OUR FELLOW-MEN? 
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