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DOWN TO EARTH SERIES

Contents and abstract of central ideas.

The interests of man and his welfare have to be searched for in the
Kingdom of Heaven far above and beyond the realm of the
underworld.

Once man enters in the garden of delight, he has to deliver from ignorance those who had

not yet obtained their inheritance and inward beatitude.

He, who sets himself in opposition to the Immutable Law of Harmony (perfect
equilibrium), gets ensnared into a small but rival universe, before being crushed out of

existence by brute force, when least expected.

The ancients divided senses into five simply because their teachers stopped at the
hearing. Man’s auditory faculty, inner and spiritual in the ethereal First Root-Race, became

dwarfed to outer and physical at the beginning of the Fifth.

Karma would not be quite so bewildering a subject if the sceptics would bear in mind that
the interests of man and his welfare have to be searched for in the higher regions of

heaven, not on earth.

Nature has an antidote for every poison, and a reward for every suffering.

But the Laws bestowed to Her by Intelligent Forces, cannot be violated by the profane

with impunity.

The struggle between matter and spirit (the two opposing forces in the world of being)

eternally reacting upon each other, is the divine guarantor of Harmony and Justice.

Among the materialists, gravity is the king of the all-potent imponderables. But among
the students of the Sacred Science, gravity in one of the attributes of differentiation

manifested as the law of attraction and repulsion between various states of matter.

Today’s world is passing through the valley of the Shadow of Death and endures
calamities far worse than any it has seen before. Still, great changes are simmering, both
in the temporal and in the spiritual life of humanity, and these changes presage the dawn

of better days and nobler ideas.
Suggested reading for students.

From our Down to Earth Series.
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The interests of man and his welfare have
to be searched for in the Kingdom of
Heaven far above and beyond
the realm of the underworld.

Once man enters in the garden of delight, he has
to deliver from ignorance those who had not yet ob-
tained their inheritance and inward beatitude.

First published in Lucifer, Vol. I (4), December 1887, pp. 311-18. Republished in Blavatsky Collected
Writings, (MISCELLANEOUS NOTES) VIII pp. 310-13.

[ J.H. Beatty writes a letter to the Editors in criticism of Dr. Archibald Keightley’s article on “A Law of
Life: Karma.”* Several of the points raised in this letter are answered by Dr. Keightley. A number of un-
signed footnotes, presumably by H.P. Blavatsky, are appended to the text. < Her annotations are here
highlighted in RGB 253-255-194 >. — Boris de Zirkoff. |

[ J.H. Beatty writes: “Does a man, by merely denying the existence of a law of

Nature or the universe, transgress that law? I think not.” |

He, who sets himself in opposition to the Immutable Law of Har-
mony (perfect equilibrium), gets ensnared into a small but rival
universe, before being crushed out of existence by brute force,
when least expected.

Mr. Keightley’s meaning (and it is difficult for the words to bear any other interpreta-
tion) was that the denial of harmony is evidence that, at some previous time, the
man who denies has set himself in opposition to the law, in virtue of those very de-
sires and instincts of his animal personality to which Mr. Beatty alludes later on. In
this sense, Mr. Beatty is right in saying that a law of the universe cannot be broken;
but its limits may be transgressed, and consequently an attempt made by man to
make himself into a small, but rival universe. It is the old story of the china pot and
the iron kettle, and the fact that china gets the worst of it is conclusive that the chi-
na is struggling against Nature.

[ “...who is going to contend that the law of gravitation has ever been ‘bro-
ken,’ has ever ceased to act. . . . ” ]

Will Mr. Beatty explain the phenomenon of a comet flirting its tail round the sun in
defiance of the “law of gravitation”?

1
Lucifer, Vol. I, September & October 1887
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[ On the subject of human “senses,” Madame Blavatsky says: |

The ancients divided senses into five simply because their teach-
ers stopped at the hearing. Man’s auditory faculty, inner and spir-
itual in the ethereal First Root-Race, became dwarfed to outer
and physical at the beginning of the Fifth.'

Mankind is only very gradually developing its fifth sense on the intellectual plane.
[ “Truly this Karma is a bewildering subject!” |

Karma would not be quite so bewildering a subject if the sceptics
would bear in mind that the interests of man and his welfare have
to be searched for in the higher regions of heaven, not on earth.

“This Karma,” as Mr. Beatty expresses it, would not be quite so bewildering a subject
if critics would bear in mind the context and not fall foul of a detached expression —
not even a sentence. The “interest of the soul’s welfare in heaven” is concentrated by
John Smith on John Smith as John Smith in heaven, and in order that the said
John Smith may go on enjoying the things he loved on earth. As his earth life has
ended, John Smith has changed and is “transient.” If he were not transient a very
natural inference would follow, that progress, evolution, &c., on whatever plane of
being, does not prevail.

[ Dr. Keightley says: “A man may certainly injure himself. . . . ” |

Nature has an antidote for every poison, and a reward
for every suffering.

But the Laws bestowed to Her by Intelligent Forces, cannot be vi-
olated by the profane with impunity.

No law of Nature can be set aside, but a man transgresses a law of his [mental] being
when he deliberately [312] places himself under the sway of certain “evil” forces.”

[ Dr. Keightley writes: “Harmony is essentially the law of the Universe. The con-
trasted aspects of Nature . . . can have no reality except in the experience of
conscious Egos.” |

The struggle between matter and spirit (the two opposing forces
in the world of being) eternally reacting upon each other, is the
divine guarantor of Harmony and Justice.

The phenomenal contrast is not denied, but it is representative of no fundamental
want of harmony. In the same way the contrast of Subject and Object is essential to
our present finite consciousness, although it has no basis of reality beyond the limits
of conditional being. Moreover, even in this phenomenal Universe, equilibrium (har-
mony) is most certainly maintained by the very conflict of the contrasted forces al-
luded to.

1
[Consult “Sixth Sense is Reason over Instinct,” in our Constitution of Man Series. — ED. PHIL.]

2 . .
[The word “mental” in square brackets, is Madame Blavatsky’s. — Boris de Zirkoff.]
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[ “The Universe must, at bottom, be a Harmony. Why? . . . ” ]

Among the materialists, gravity is the king of the all-potent im-
ponderables. But among the students of the Sacred Science, grav-
ity in one of the attributes of differentiation manifested as the
law of attraction and repulsion between various states of matter.’

Mr. Beatty asks how the Universe would come to a stand-still, if the law of Harmony
was suspended. Now suppose, for instance, the law of “gravity” was not counterbal-
anced by the action of other “forces,” what would happen? Science assures us that
everything would have long before gravitated to a common centre, and a universal
dead-lock have ensued! Vice versa, if “gravity” were to lapse. Verb. Sap.2

@ e T @

Today’s world is passing through the valley of the Shadow of
Death and endures calamities far worse than any it has seen be-
fore. Still, great changes are simmering, both in the temporal and
in the spiritual life of humanity, and these changes presage the
dawn of better days and nobler ideas.’

From Lucifer, Vol. I (4), December 1887, p. 336.

L’Aurore for October contains an article on the so-called “Star of Bethlehem,” which
repeats the assurance that the world is entering on a new and happier life-phase.

Unfortunately, it seems more than probable that before this amelioration takes place,
the world must pass through the valley of the shadow of Death, and endure calami-
ties far worse than any it has yet seen. Lady Caithness”® continues her erudite and
interesting article on the lost ten tribes of Israel. Her thesis is put forward in admira-
ble language, and supported by a great wealth of biblical quotations. Unfortunately,
the task undertaken is an impossible one. There never were twelve tribes of Israel
[313] — two only — Judah and the Levites, having had a real existence in the flesh.
The remainder are but euhemerizations of the signs of the Zodiac, and were intro-
duced because they were necessary to the kabbalistic scheme on which the “History”
of the Jews was written.’

1
[Consult “Gravitation is the Law of Attraction and Repulsion,” in our Planetary Round and Globes Series. —
ED. PHIL.]

2 . . . . q
[Abbreviations of the Latin verbum sapienti sat est, i.e., a word to the wise is enough.]
3
[Consult “Exuberant speculations on cloud formations,” in our Down to Earth Series.— ED. PHIL.]
4
[Consult “De Zirkoff on the Countess of Caithness,” in our Theosophy and Theosophists Series. — ED. PHIL.]

5
[Consult “The Original Sin is a Jewish Invention,” in our Black versus White Magic Series. — ED. PHIL.]
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Suggested reading for students.
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From our Down to Earth Series.

A BALANCED VIEW OF THE MOTIVES BEHIND DIETARY PREFERENCES
A DABBLER IN OCCULTISM EXPOSED

A DIRE PROPHECY ABOUT EGYPT

A RICH LIFE, WITHOUT THE TRAPPINGS OF MAMMON

ALLOPATHS PERSECUTING HOMEOPATHS

AMAZING STORIES, DISCOUNTED BY THE SCIENTIST AND THE RELIGIOUS BIGOT
ARYAN MUSIC

BLAVATSKY ON HOW TO EDUCATE CHILDREN

BLAVATSKY ON THE MATERIALISM OF TODAY

BORN ATHEIST, BURIED CHRISTIAN

BROTHERHOOD RANKS ABOVE MEDITATION

CAN EATING ANIMAL FLESH EVER BE ETHICAL

CHESTERFIELD’S CHOICE THOUGHTS TO HIS SON

CHILDREN TRAINING THEMSELVES FOR MURDER

CICERO'S TUSCULAN DISPUTATIONS - TR. YONGE

CIVILIZATION, THE DEATH OF ART AND BEAUTY

COCK, A VERY OCCULT BIRD

COMPETITION RAGES MOST FIERCELY IN CHRISTIAN LANDS
CRUELTY IN THE BIRCH GROVE

DAZZLED GLIMPSES INTO THE ASTRAL LIGHT

EARTHQUAKES ARE THE OUTCOME OF SINS COMMITTED BY MEN
ENGLISH NEWSPAPER SLANDERS RUSSIAN LADY

EVERYONE AND EVERYTHING IS INTERRELATED

EXUBERANT SPECULATIONS ON CLOUD FORMATIONS
FLESH-EATING AMONG BUDDHIST MONKS

FOUL CONSPIRACIES AND BLATANT LIES LEVELLED AGAINST MADAME BLAVATSKY
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GORDON ON FAME, THAT COY GODDESS

GRS MEAD SHOWS HIS TRUE COLOURS

HIEROCLES EXALTS WEDLOCK

HOW A DEVIL’S IMP REDEEMED HIS LOAF

HOW TO CONDUCT OURSELVES TOWARDS OUR PARENTS
IDOLATRY AND ZOOLATRY

INSIGHTS TO EMOTION IN ART

JUDICIAL PROCESSES AND PUNISHMENT IN CLASSICAL INDIA

LEVI ON THE TWO OPPOSING FORCES - TR. WAITE

LEVI WARNS THE IMPUDENT - TR. WAITE

MEDITATION PROPER IS SPIRITUAL SEERSHIP

MIRACLES ARE NATURAL PHENOMENA

MODERN INDIA IS SPIRITUALLY DEGRADED

MUSINGS OF AN UNPOPULAR PHILOSOPHER

NARCISSISM AND ANIMAL SENSUALISM PERSONIFIED

OCCULT PROPHECIES

OCCULT TALES BY JUDGE

ONIONS WERE CONSIDERED TOO SACRED TO BE EATEN

OXFORD DON PROFANES VEDIC HYMN

PLUTARCH ON THE TRANQUILLITY OF THE MIND - TR. MORGAN
PLUTARCH ON WHETHER WATER OR LAND ANIMALS ARE THE MOST CRAFTY
PLUTARCH ON WHY EATING ANIMALS IS REPULSIVE - TR. BAXTER
POVERTY BREEDS GENEROSITY, WEALTH GREED AND SELFISHNESS
PROMETHEUS, THE LIGHT-BRINGER, HURLED DOWN TO THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH
PYTHAGORAS' BAN OF BEANS

REFRAIN FROM THE MANIA OF CELEBRATING PERSONALITIES
RHOADES ON TRAINING THE IMAGINATION

RUSKIN'S SESAME AND LILIES

RUSSIAN VANDALISM OF PERSIAN ZOROASTRIANISM

SAPPHIRE BLUE, THE MOST ELECTRIC OF ALL COLOURS

SOCIAL ETHICS OF NINETEENTH CENTURY RUSSIA

SPECULATIVE LUCUBRATIONS OF AN ARISTOTELEAN PHILOSOPHER

SPIRITUAL RULES AND PROTREPTICS
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TAYLOR'S VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF BRUTES

TERENCE ON LENIENCE

THE BIRTHMARK BY NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

THE FEAR OF NUMBER THIRTEEN

THE HOLLOW EARTH

THE JAPANESE SHOULD NOT BOW DOWN TO CHRISTIAN ETHICS

THE LEARNED TREE OF TIBET

THE OCCULT CAUSES OF EPIDEMIC DISEASES

THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL IS NEITHER RELIGIOUS NOR PHILOSOPHICAL
THE RUSSIAN MOTE AND THE BRITISH BEAM

THE SEWER OF DOGMATIC CREEDS AND BLIND FAITH

THE SPARKLE OF “LIGHT ON THE PATH” HAS BEEN DIMMED BY A DARK STAIN
THE SPIRIT OF LIFE ISSUES FROM THE EARTH’S NORTH POLE

THE UNGRATEFUL MAN

THE VELVETEEN RABBIT

TRUTH IS EXILED FROM THE PRESS BECAUSE IT IS NOT AS BEGUILING AS FALSE-
HOOD

VIRGIL'S GEORGICS - TR. RHOADES

WESTERN RELIGION ALONE IS TO BLAME FOR THE CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
WHAT IS MUSIC? BY ISAAC RICE

WHEN THE DOORS OF THE WORLD CLOSED ON THEM

WHY DO ANIMALS SUFFER

WHY THE MISERY OF ILL-BEING CANNOT BE RELIEVED
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