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The French Magus on the two opposing forces.

QUILIBRIUM IS THE CONSEQUENCE OF TWO FORCES. If two forces are abso-

lutely and invariably equal, the equilibrium will be immobility, and therefore

the negation of life. Movement is the result of an alternate preponderance. The
impulsion given to one of the sides of a balance necessarily determines the motion of
the other. Thus contraries act on one another, throughout all nature, by correspond-
ence and analogical connection. All life is composed of an aspiration and a respira-
tion; creation is the assumption of a shadow to serve as a bound to light, of a void to
serve as space for the plenitude, of a passive fructified principle to sustain and real-
ise the power of the active generating principle. All nature is bisexual, and the
movement which produces the appearances of death and life is a continual genera-
tion.

God loves the void which he made in order to fill it;

Science loves the ignorance which it enlightens;

Strength loves the weakness which it supports;

Good loves the apparent evil which glorifies it;

Day is desirous of night, and pursues it unceasingly round the world;
Love is at once a thirst and a plenitude which must diffuse itself;

He who gives receives, and he who receives gives;

Movement is a continual interchange.

To know the law of this change, to be acquainted with the alternative or simultane-
ous proportion of these forces, is to possess the first principles of the great magical
arcanum, which constitutes true human divinity. Scientifically, we can appreciate
the various manifestations of the universal movement through electric or magnetic
phenomena. Electrical apparatuses above all materially and positively reveal the af-
finities and antipathies of certain substances. The marriage of copper with zinc, the
action of all metals in the galvanic pile, are perpetual and unmistakable revelations.
Let physicists seek and find out; ever will the kabbalists explain the discoveries of
science!

The human body is subject, like the earth, to a dual law; it attracts and it radiates; it
is magnetised by an androgynous magnetism, and reacts on the two powers of the
soul, the intellectual and the sensitive, inversely, but in proportion to the alternating
preponderances of the two sexes in their physical organism. The art of the magnetis-
er consists wholly in the knowledge and use of this law. To polarise the action and
impart to the agent a bisexual and alternated force is the method still unknown and
sought vainly for directing the phenomena of magnetism at will, but tact most expe-
rienced and great precision in the interior movements are required to prevent the
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confusion of the signs of magnetic aspiration with those of respiration; we must also
be perfectly acquainted with occult anatomy and the special temperament of the per-
sons on whom we are operating. Bad faith and bad will in subjects constitute the
gravest hindrance to the direction of magnetism. Women above all — who are essen-
tially and invariably actresses, who take pleasure in impressing others so that they
may impress themselves, and are themselves the first to be deceived when playing
their neurotic melodramas — are the true black magic of magnetism. So is it for ever
impossible that magnetisers who are uninitiated in the supreme secrets, and unas-
sisted by the lights of the Kabbalah, should govern this refractory and fugitive ele-
ment. To be master of woman, we must distract and deceive her skilfully by allowing
her to suppose that it is she who is deceiving us. This advice, which we offer chiefly
to magnetising physicians, might also find its place and application in conjugal poli-

ty.
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The alternate use of contrary forces, warmth after cold, mildness after severity, love
after anger, &c., is the secret of perpetual motion and the permanence of power; co-
quettes feel this instinctively, and hence they make their admirers pass from hope to
fear, from joy to despondency. To operate always on the same side and in the same
manner is to overweigh one plate of the balance, and the complete destruction of
equilibrium is the speedy result. Continual caressings beget satiety, disgust, and an-
tipathy, just as constant coldness and severity in the long run alienate and discour-
age affection. An unvarying and ardent fire in alchemy calcines the first matter and
not seldom explodes the hermetic vessel; the heat of lime and mineral manure must
be substituted at regular intervals for the heat of flame. And so also in magic; the
works of wrath or severity must be tempered by those of beneficence and love, and if
the will of the operator be always at the same tension and directed along the same
line, great weariness will ensue, together with a species of moral impotence.
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Nothing induces us towards joy so effectually as sorrow; nothing is nearer to sorrow
than joy. Hence the uninstructed operator is astounded by attaining the very oppo-
site of his proposed results, because he does not know how to cross or alternate his
action; he seeks to bewitch his enemy, and himself becomes ill and miserable; he de-
sires to make himself loved, and he consumes himself for women who deride him; he
endeavours to make gold, and he exhausts all his resources; his torture is that of
Tantalus eternally; ever does the water flow back when he stoops down to drink.*
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1
Transcendental Magic, (MAGICAL EQUILIBRIUM) pp. 200-1, 203, 204. Translated by Arthur Edward Waite.
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Suggested reading for students.

Pamlle(
Reading

Selections from our Down to Earth Series.

A BALANCED VIEW OF THE MOTIVES BEHIND DIETARY PREFERENCES
A DABBLER IN OCCULTISM EXPOSED

A DIRE PROPHECY ABOUT EGYPT

A RICH LIFE, WITHOUT THE TRAPPINGS OF MAMMON

ALLOPATHS PERSECUTING HOMEOPATHS

AMAZING STORIES, DISCOUNTED BY THE SCIENTIST AND THE RELIGIOUS BIGOT
ARYAN MUSIC

BLAVATSKY ON HOW TO EDUCATE CHILDREN

BLAVATSKY ON THE MATERIALISM OF TODAY

BORN ATHEIST, BURIED CHRISTIAN

BROTHERHOOD RANKS ABOVE MEDITATION

CAN EATING ANIMAL FLESH EVER BE ETHICAL

CHESTERFIELD’S CHOICE THOUGHTS TO HIS SON

CHILDREN TRAINING THEMSELVES FOR MURDER

CICERO'S TUSCULAN DISPUTATIONS - TR. YONGE

CIVILIZATION, THE DEATH OF ART AND BEAUTY

COCK, A VERY OCCULT BIRD

COMPETITION RAGES MOST FIERCELY IN CHRISTIAN LANDS

CRUELTY IN THE BIRCH GROVE

DAZZLED GLIMPSES INTO THE ASTRAL LIGHT

EARTHQUAKES ARE THE OUTCOME OF SINS COMMITTED BY MEN
ENGLISH NEWSPAPER SLANDERS RUSSIAN LADY

EVERYONE AND EVERYTHING IS INTERRELATED

FLESH-EATING AMONG BUDDHIST MONKS

FOUL CONSPIRACIES AND BLATANT LIES LEVELLED AGAINST MADAME BLAVATSKY

GORDON ON FAME, THAT COY GODDESS
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GRS MEAD SHOWS HIS TRUE COLOURS

HIEROCLES EXALTS WEDLOCK

HOW A DEVIL’S IMP REDEEMED HIS LOAF

HOW TO CONDUCT OURSELVES TOWARDS OUR PARENTS
IDOLATRY AND ZOOLATRY

INSIGHTS TO EMOTION IN ART

JUDICIAL PROCESSES AND PUNISHMENT IN CLASSICAL INDIA

LEVI WARNS THE IMPUDENT - TR. WAITE

MEDITATION PROPER IS SPIRITUAL SEERSHIP

MIRACLES ARE NATURAL PHENOMENA

MODERN INDIA IS SPIRITUALLY DEGRADED

MUSINGS OF AN UNPOPULAR PHILOSOPHER

NARCISSISM AND ANIMAL SENSUALISM PERSONIFIED

OCCULT PROPHECIES

OCCULT TALES BY JUDGE

ONIONS WERE CONSIDERED TOO SACRED TO BE EATEN

OXFORD DON PROFANES VEDIC HYMN

PLUTARCH ON THE TRANQUILLITY OF THE MIND - TR. MORGAN
PLUTARCH ON WHETHER WATER OR LAND ANIMALS ARE THE MOST CRAFTY
PLUTARCH ON WHY EATING ANIMALS IS REPULSIVE - TR. BAXTER
POVERTY BREEDS GENEROSITY, WEALTH GREED AND SELFISHNESS
PROMETHEUS, THE LIGHT-BRINGER, HURLED DOWN TO THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH
PYTHAGORAS' BAN OF BEANS

REFRAIN FROM THE MANIA OF CELEBRATING PERSONALITIES
RHOADES ON TRAINING THE IMAGINATION

RUSKIN'S SESAME AND LILIES

RUSSIAN VANDALISM OF PERSIAN ZOROASTRIANISM

SAPPHIRE BLUE, THE MOST ELECTRIC OF ALL COLOURS

SIXTEEN CAUTIONS IN PARAGRAPHS BY JUDGE

SOCIAL ETHICS OF NINETEENTH CENTURY RUSSIA

SPECULATIVE LUCUBRATIONS OF AN ARISTOTELEAN PHILOSOPHER
SPIRITUAL RULES AND PROTREPTICS

TAYLOR'S VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF BRUTES
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TEN INJUNCTIONS FOR THEOSOPHISTS BY JUDGE

TERENCE ON LENIENCE

THE BIRTHMARK BY NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

THE FEAR OF NUMBER THIRTEEN

THE HOLLOW EARTH

THE JAPANESE SHOULD NOT BOW DOWN TO CHRISTIAN ETHICS

THE LEARNED TREE OF TIBET

THE OCCULT CAUSES OF EPIDEMIC DISEASES

THE PERNICIOUS INFLUENCE OF THE MOON

THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL IS NEITHER RELIGIOUS NOR PHILOSOPHICAL
THE RUSSIAN MOTE AND THE BRITISH BEAM

THE SEWER OF DOGMATIC CREEDS AND BLIND FAITH

THE SPARKLE OF “LIGHT ON THE PATH” HAS BEEN DIMMED BY A DARK STAIN
THE SPIRIT OF LIFE ISSUES FROM THE EARTH’S NORTH POLE

THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL NEVER EXISTED

THE UNGRATEFUL MAN

THE VELVETEEN RABBIT

TRUTH IS EXILED FROM THE PRESS BECAUSE IT IS NOT AS BEGUILING AS FALSE-
HOOD

VIRGIL'S GEORGICS - TR. RHOADES

WESTERN RELIGION ALONE IS TO BLAME FOR THE CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
WHAT IS MUSIC BY RICE

WHEN THE DOORS OF THE WORLD CLOSED ON THEM

WHY DO ANIMALS SUFFER

WHY THE HOLLOW MEN PRIZE THEIR VICE
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Further
Read.ilf\g

Other works by Eliphas Levi.

INSIGHTS TO THE HIGH IDEALISM AND QUAINT WIT OF ELIPHAS LEVI

ON MALEVOLENT BEWITCHMENTS AND VENOMOUS MAGIC

THE POWER OF THE MAGICIAN IS INVERSELY RELATED TO HIS WORLDLY INTERESTS

— in our Black versus White Magic Series.

AN ABYSS SEPARATES THE TEACHINGS OF ELIPHAS LEVI WITH THOSE OF EASTERN
OCCULTISM

BLAVATSKY ON THE HISTORY AND TRIBULATIONS OF THE ZOHAR

BLAVATSKY ON THE QUENCHLESS LAMPS OF ALCHEMY

ROSICRUCIANS EMERGED AS AN ANTIDOTE TO THE MATERIAL SIDE OF ALCHEMY
— in our Blavatsky Speaks Series.

BLAVATSKY PAYS TRIBUTE TO ELIPHAS LEVI

— in our Buddhas and Initiates Series.

ELIPHAS LEVI ON DEATH AND SATAN

— in our Constitution of Man Series.

ALCHEMY IS THE QUINTESSENCE IN NATURE’S HIGHEST CORRELATIONS OF FORCES
AND POTENCIES

— in our Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series.

WILDER ON NEW PLATONISM AND ALCHEMY

— in our Theosophy and Theosophists Series.
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