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Hanford Lennox Gordon 

On Fame, that Coy Goddess! 
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Folly loves the martyrdom of fame. 
The rest were vulgar deaths, unknown to fame. 

Fame is a coy goddess that rarely bestows her favours on him who seeks her 

— a phantom that many pursue and but few overtake. 

She delights to hover for a time, like a ghost, over the graves of dead men 

who know not and care not: to the living she is a veritable Ignis Fatuus. 

But every man owes something to his fellow men.1 

Nor Fame I slight, nor for her favours call; 

She comes unlooked for if she comes at all.2 

Fame is no plant that grows on mortal soil.3 

Folly loves the martyrdom of fame.4 

The rest were vulgar deaths, unknown to fame.5 

 

 

                                            
1
 Hanford Lennox Gordon (1836–1920), Indian Legends & Other Poems, Preface, p. viii 

2
 Alexander Pope, The Temple of Fame, line 513 

3
 John Milton, Lycidas, line 78 

4
 George Gordon Noel Byron, Monody on the Death of Sheridan, line 68 

5
 Alexander Pope, The Iliad of Homer, Bk. xi, line 394 
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The vanities and emptiness of fame 
and wealth will soon stand bare.1 

Dust of the desert are thy walls 

And temple-towers, O Babylon! 

O’er crumbled halls the lizard crawls, 

And serpents bask in blaze of sun. 

In vain kings piled the Pyramids; 

Their tombs were robbed by ruthless hands. 

Who now shall sing their fame and deeds, 

Or sift their ashes from the sands? 

Deep in the drift of ages hoar 

Lie nations lost and kings forgot; 

Above their graves the oceans roar, 

Or desert sands drift o’er the spot. 

A thousand years are but a day 

When reckoned on the wrinkled earth; 

And who among the wise shall say 

What cycle saw the primal birth 

Of man, who lords on sea and land, 

And builds his monuments to-day, 

Like Syrian on the desert sand, 

To crumble and be blown away. 

Proud chiefs of pageant armies led 

To fame and death their followers forth, 

Ere Helen sinned and Hector bled, 

Or Odin ruled the rugged North. 

And poets sang immortal praise 

To mortal heroes ere the fire 

Of Homer blazed in Ilion lays, 

Or Bragè tuned the Northern lyre. 

For fame men piled the Pyramids; 

Their names have perished with their bones: 

For fame men wrote their boasted deeds 

On Babel bricks and Runic stones — 

  

                                            
1
 [H.P. Blavatsky] 
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On Tyrian temples, gates of brass, 

On Roman arch and Damask blades, 

And perished like the desert grass 

That springs to-day — to-morrow — fades. 

And still for fame men delve and die 

In Afric heat and Arctic cold; 

For fame on flood and field they vie, 

Or gather in the shining gold. 

Time, like the ocean, onward rolls 

Relentless, burying men and deeds; 

The brightest names, the bravest souls, 

Float but an hour like ocean weeds 

Then sink forever. In the slime — 

Forgotten, lost forevermore, 

Lies Fame from every age and clime; 

Yet thousands clamour on the shore. 

Immortal Fame! O dust and death! 

The centuries as they pass proclaim 

That Fame is but a mortal breath, 

And man must perish — name and fame. 

The earth is but a grain of sand — 

An atom in a shoreless sea; 

A million worlds lie in God’s hand — 

Yea, myriad millions — what are we? 

O mortal man of bone and blood, 

Then is there nothing left but dust? 

God made us; He is wise and good, 

And we may humbly hope and trust.
1
 

 
 

                                            
1
 From Hanford Lennox Gordon’s Indian Legends & Other Poems. Salem: Salem Press Co, 1910; pp. 186-88. 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


DOWN TO EARTH SERIES 

SUGGESTED READING FOR STUDENTS 

Gordon on Fame, that coy goddess v. 12.11, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 10 May 2023 

Page 5 of 7 

Suggested reading for students. 

 

Selections from our Down to Earth Series. 

 A BALANCED VIEW OF THE MOTIVES BEHIND DIETARY PREFERENCES 

 A DABBLER IN OCCULTISM EXPOSED 

 A DIRE PROPHECY ABOUT EGYPT 

 A RICH LIFE, WITHOUT THE TRAPPINGS OF MAMMON 

 ALLOPATHS PERSECUTING HOMEOPATHS 

 AMAZING STORIES, DISCOUNTED BY THE SCIENTIST AND THE RELIGIOUS BIGOT 

 ARYAN MUSIC 

 BLAVATSKY ON HOW TO EDUCATE CHILDREN 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE MATERIALISM OF TODAY 

 BORN ATHEIST, BURIED CHRISTIAN 

 BROTHERHOOD RANKS ABOVE MEDITATION 

 CAN EATING ANIMAL FLESH EVER BE ETHICAL 

 CHESTERFIELD’S CHOICE THOUGHTS TO HIS SON 

 CHILDREN TRAINING THEMSELVES FOR MURDER 

 CICERO'S TUSCULAN DISPUTATIONS - TR. YONGE 

 CIVILIZATION, THE DEATH OF ART AND BEAUTY 

 COCK, A VERY OCCULT BIRD 

 COMPETITION RAGES MOST FIERCELY IN CHRISTIAN LANDS 

 CRUELTY IN THE BIRCH GROVE 

 DAZZLED GLIMPSES INTO THE ASTRAL LIGHT 

 EARTHQUAKES ARE THE OUTCOME OF SINS COMMITTED BY MEN 

 ENGLISH NEWSPAPER SLANDERS RUSSIAN LADY 

 EVERYONE AND EVERYTHING IS INTERRELATED 

 FLESH-EATING AMONG BUDDHIST MONKS 

 FOUL CONSPIRACIES AND BLATANT LIES LEVELLED AGAINST MADAME BLAVATSKY 

 GRS MEAD SHOWS HIS TRUE COLOURS 
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 HIEROCLES EXALTS WEDLOCK 

 HOW A DEVIL’S IMP REDEEMED HIS LOAF 

 HOW TO CONDUCT OURSELVES TOWARDS OUR PARENTS 

 IDOLATRY AND ZOOLATRY 

 INSIGHTS TO EMOTION IN ART 

 JUDICIAL PROCESSES AND PUNISHMENT IN CLASSICAL INDIA 

 LÉVI ON THE TWO OPPOSING FORCES - TR. WAITE 

 LÉVI WARNS THE IMPUDENT - TR. WAITE 

 MEDITATION PROPER IS SPIRITUAL SEERSHIP 

 MIRACLES ARE NATURAL PHENOMENA 

 MODERN INDIA IS SPIRITUALLY DEGRADED 

 MUSINGS OF AN UNPOPULAR PHILOSOPHER 

 NARCISSISM AND ANIMAL SENSUALISM PERSONIFIED 

 OCCULT PROPHECIES 

 OCCULT TALES BY JUDGE 

 ONIONS WERE CONSIDERED TOO SACRED TO BE EATEN 

 OXFORD DON PROFANES VEDIC HYMN 

 PLUTARCH ON THE TRANQUILLITY OF THE MIND - TR. MORGAN 

 PLUTARCH ON WHETHER WATER OR LAND ANIMALS ARE THE MOST CRAFTY 

 PLUTARCH ON WHY EATING ANIMALS IS REPULSIVE - TR. BAXTER 

 POVERTY BREEDS GENEROSITY, WEALTH GREED AND SELFISHNESS 

 PROMETHEUS, THE LIGHT-BRINGER, HURLED DOWN TO THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH 

 PYTHAGORAS' BAN OF BEANS 

 REFRAIN FROM THE MANIA OF CELEBRATING PERSONALITIES 

 RHOADES ON TRAINING THE IMAGINATION 

 RUSKIN'S SESAME AND LILIES 

 RUSSIAN VANDALISM OF PERSIAN ZOROASTRIANISM 

 SAPPHIRE BLUE, THE MOST ELECTRIC OF ALL COLOURS 

 SIXTEEN CAUTIONS IN PARAGRAPHS BY JUDGE 

 SOCIAL ETHICS OF NINETEENTH CENTURY RUSSIA 

 SPECULATIVE LUCUBRATIONS OF AN ARISTOTELEAN PHILOSOPHER 

 SPIRITUAL RULES AND PROTREPTICS 

 TAYLOR'S VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF BRUTES 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


DOWN TO EARTH SERIES 

SUGGESTED READING FOR STUDENTS 

Gordon on Fame, that coy goddess v. 12.11, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 10 May 2023 

Page 7 of 7 

 TEN INJUNCTIONS FOR THEOSOPHISTS BY JUDGE 

 TERENCE ON LENIENCE 

 THE BIRTHMARK BY NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE 

 THE FEAR OF NUMBER THIRTEEN 

 THE HOLLOW EARTH 

 THE JAPANESE SHOULD NOT BOW DOWN TO CHRISTIAN ETHICS 

 THE LEARNED TREE OF TIBET 

 THE OCCULT CAUSES OF EPIDEMIC DISEASES 

 THE PERNICIOUS INFLUENCE OF THE MOON 

 THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL IS NEITHER RELIGIOUS NOR PHILOSOPHICAL 

 THE RUSSIAN MOTE AND THE BRITISH BEAM 

 THE SEWER OF DOGMATIC CREEDS AND BLIND FAITH 

 THE SPARKLE OF “LIGHT ON THE PATH” HAS BEEN DIMMED BY A DARK STAIN 

 THE SPIRIT OF LIFE ISSUES FROM THE EARTH’S NORTH POLE 

 THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL NEVER EXISTED 

 THE UNGRATEFUL MAN 

 THE VELVETEEN RABBIT 

 TRUTH IS EXILED FROM THE PRESS BECAUSE IT IS NOT AS BEGUILING AS FALSE-

HOOD 

 VIRGIL'S GEORGICS - TR. RHOADES 

 WESTERN RELIGION ALONE IS TO BLAME FOR THE CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 

 WHAT IS MUSIC BY RICE 

 WHEN THE DOORS OF THE WORLD CLOSED ON THEM 

 WHY DO ANIMALS SUFFER 

 WHY THE HOLLOW MEN PRIZE THEIR VICE 

 

 

 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/

