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We are all being affected by vibrations whether on
a minute scale, or a grand scale arising from stellar
influences. There is no such thing as coincidence.

From Isis Unveiled, 1 pp. 274-75.

If the reader will recall what is said by the learned authors of the Unseen Universe,'
as to the positive effect produced upon the universal ether by so small a cause as the
evolution of thought in a single human brain, how reasonable will it not appear that
the terrific impulses imparted to this common medium by the sweep of the myriad
blazing orbs that are rushing through “the interstellar depths,” should affect us and
the earth upon which we live, in a powerful degree? If astronomers cannot explain to
us the occult law by which the drifting particles of cosmic matter aggregate into
worlds, and then take their places in the majestic procession which is ceaselessly
moving around some central point of attraction, how can anyone assume to say what
mystic influences may or may not be darting through space and affecting the issues
of life upon this and other planets? Almost nothing is known of the laws of mag-
netism and the other imponderable agents; almost nothing of their effects upon our
bodies and minds; even that which is known and moreover perfectly demonstrated,
is attributed to chance, and curious coincidences. But we do know, by these coinci-
dences,2 that

. . . there are periods when certain diseases, propensities, fortunes, and misfor-
tunes of humanity are more rife than at others.

There are times of epidemic in moral and physical affairs. In one epoch,

. . . the spirit of religious controversy will arouse the most ferocious passions of
which human nature is susceptible, provoking mutual persecutions, blood-
shed, and wars; at another, an epidemic of resistance to constituted authority
will spread over half the world [as in the year 1848], rapid and simultaneous as
the most virulent bodily disorder.

Again, the collective character of mental phenomena is illustrated by an anomalous
psychological condition invading and dominating over thousands upon thousands,
depriving them of everything but automatic action, and giving rise to the popular
opinion of demoniacal possession, — an opinion in some sense justified by the satan-

1
[P.G. Tait & B. Stewart, 4th ed., London, 1876; ch. vii, § 196, etc.]

2

The most curious of all “curious coincidences,” to our mind is, that our men of science should put aside facts,
striking enough to cause them to use such an expression when speaking of them, instead of setting to work to
give us a philosophical explanation of the same.
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ic passions, emotions, and acts which accompany the condition. At one period, the
aggregate tendency is to retirement and contemplation; hence, the countless votaries
of monachism and anchoretism; at another, the mania is directed toward action, hav-
ing for its proposed end some Utopian scheme, equally impracticable and useless;
hence, the myriads who have forsaken their kindred, their homes, and their country,
to seek a land whose stones were gold, or to wage exterminating war for the posses-
sion of worthless cities and trackless deserts.>

The author from whom the above is quoted says that

. . . the seeds of vice and crime appear to be sown under the surface of society,
and to spring up and bring forth fruit with appalling rapidity and paralyzing
succession.

In the presence of these striking phenomena science stands speechless; she does not
even attempt to conjecture as to their cause, and naturally, for she has not yet
learned to look outside of this ball of dirt upon which we live, and its heavy atmos-
phere, for the hidden influences which are affecting us day by day, and even minute
by minute. But the ancients, whose “ignorance” is assumed by Mr. [R.A.] Proctor, ful-
ly realized the fact that the reciprocal relations between the planetary bodies is as
perfect as those between the corpuscles of the blood, which float in a common fluid;
and that each one is affected by the combined influences of all the rest, as each in its
turn affects each of the others. As the planets differ in size, distance, and activity, so
differ in intensity their impulses upon the ether or astral light, and the magnetic and
other subtile forces radiated by them in certain aspects of the heavens. Music is the
combination and modulation of sounds, and sound is the effect produced by the vi-
bration of the ether. Now, if the impulses communicated to the ether by the different
planets may be likened to the tones produced by the different notes of a musical in-
strument, it is not difficult to conceive that the Pythagorean “music of the spheres” is
something more than a mere fancy, and that certain planetary aspects may imply
disturbances in the ether of our planet, and certain others rest and harmony. Cer-
tain kinds of music throw us into frenzy; some exalt the soul to religious aspirations.
In fine, there is scarcely a human creation which does not respond to certain vibra-
tions of the atmosphere. It is the same with colours; some excite us, some soothe
and please. The nun clothes herself in black to typify the despondency of a faith
crushed under the sense of original sin; the bride robes herself in white; red inflames
the anger of certain animals. If we and the animals are affected by vibrations acting
upon a very minute scale, why may we not be influenced in the mass by vibrations
acting upon a grand scale as the effect of combined stellar influences?*

3

Charles Elam, M.D., A Physician’s Problems, London, 1869, p. 159
4

Isis Unveiled, I pp. 274-75
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Suggested reading for students.

pavallel
reading

Selections from our Down to Earth Series.

A BALANCED VIEW OF THE MOTIVES BEHIND DIETARY PREFERENCES
A DABBLER IN OCCULTISM EXPOSED

A DIRE PROPHECY ABOUT EGYPT

A RICH LIFE, WITHOUT THE TRAPPINGS OF MAMMON

ALLOPATHS PERSECUTING HOMEOPATHS

AMAZING STORIES, DISCOUNTED BY THE SCIENTIST AND THE RELIGIOUS BIGOT
ARYAN MUSIC

BLAVATSKY ON HOW TO EDUCATE CHILDREN

BLAVATSKY ON THE MATERIALISM OF TODAY

BORN ATHEIST, BURIED CHRISTIAN

BROTHERHOOD RANKS ABOVE MEDITATION

CAN EATING ANIMAL FLESH EVER BE ETHICAL

CHESTERFIELD’S CHOICE THOUGHTS TO HIS SON

CHILDREN TRAINING THEMSELVES FOR MURDER

CICERO'S TUSCULAN DISPUTATIONS - TR. YONGE

CIVILIZATION, THE DEATH OF ART AND BEAUTY

COCK, A VERY OCCULT BIRD

COMPETITION RAGES MOST FIERCELY IN CHRISTIAN LANDS

CRUELTY IN THE BIRCH GROVE

DAZZLED GLIMPSES INTO THE ASTRAL LIGHT

EARTHQUAKES ARE THE OUTCOME OF SINS COMMITTED BY MEN
ENGLISH NEWSPAPER SLANDERS RUSSIAN LADY

FLESH-EATING AMONG BUDDHIST MONKS

FOUL CONSPIRACIES AND BLATANT LIES LEVELLED AGAINST MADAME BLAVATSKY
GORDON ON FAME, THAT COY GODDESS

GRS MEAD SHOWS HIS TRUE COLOURS
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HIEROCLES EXALTS WEDLOCK

HOW A DEVIL’S IMP REDEEMED HIS LOAF

HOW TO CONDUCT OURSELVES TOWARDS OUR PARENTS
IDOLATRY AND ZOOLATRY

INSIGHTS TO EMOTION IN ART

JUDICIAL PROCESSES AND PUNISHMENT IN CLASSICAL INDIA

LEVI ON THE TWO OPPOSING FORCES - TR. WAITE

LEVI WARNS THE IMPUDENT - TR. WAITE

MEDITATION PROPER IS SPIRITUAL SEERSHIP

MIRACLES ARE NATURAL PHENOMENA

MODERN INDIA IS SPIRITUALLY DEGRADED

MUSINGS OF AN UNPOPULAR PHILOSOPHER

NARCISSISM AND ANIMAL SENSUALISM PERSONIFIED

OCCULT PROPHECIES

OCCULT TALES BY JUDGE

ONIONS WERE CONSIDERED TOO SACRED TO BE EATEN

OXFORD DON PROFANES VEDIC HYMN

PLUTARCH ON THE TRANQUILLITY OF THE MIND - TR. MORGAN
PLUTARCH ON WHETHER WATER OR LAND ANIMALS ARE THE MOST CRAFTY
PLUTARCH ON WHY EATING ANIMALS IS REPULSIVE - TR. BAXTER
POVERTY BREEDS GENEROSITY, WEALTH GREED AND SELFISHNESS
PROMETHEUS, THE LIGHT-BRINGER, HURLED DOWN TO THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH
PYTHAGORAS' BAN OF BEANS

REFRAIN FROM THE MANIA OF CELEBRATING PERSONALITIES
RHOADES ON TRAINING THE IMAGINATION

RUSKIN'S SESAME AND LILIES

RUSSIAN VANDALISM OF PERSIAN ZOROASTRIANISM

SAPPHIRE BLUE, THE MOST ELECTRIC OF ALL COLOURS

SIXTEEN CAUTIONS IN PARAGRAPHS BY JUDGE

SOCIAL ETHICS OF NINETEENTH CENTURY RUSSIA

SPECULATIVE LUCUBRATIONS OF AN ARISTOTELEAN PHILOSOPHER
SPIRITUAL RULES AND PROTREPTICS

TAYLOR'S VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF BRUTES
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TEN INJUNCTIONS FOR THEOSOPHISTS BY JUDGE

TERENCE ON LENIENCE

THE BIRTHMARK BY NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

THE FEAR OF NUMBER THIRTEEN

THE HOLLOW EARTH

THE JAPANESE SHOULD NOT BOW DOWN TO CHRISTIAN ETHICS

THE LEARNED TREE OF TIBET

THE OCCULT CAUSES OF EPIDEMIC DISEASES

THE PERNICIOUS INFLUENCE OF THE MOON

THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL IS NEITHER RELIGIOUS NOR PHILOSOPHICAL
THE RUSSIAN MOTE AND THE BRITISH BEAM

THE SEWER OF DOGMATIC CREEDS AND BLIND FAITH

THE SPARKLE OF “LIGHT ON THE PATH” HAS BEEN DIMMED BY A DARK STAIN
THE SPIRIT OF LIFE ISSUES FROM THE EARTH’S NORTH POLE

THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL NEVER EXISTED

THE UNGRATEFUL MAN

THE VELVETEEN RABBIT

TRUTH IS EXILED FROM THE PRESS BECAUSE IT IS NOT AS BEGUILING AS FALSE-
HOOD

VIRGIL'S GEORGICS - TR. RHOADES

WESTERN RELIGION ALONE IS TO BLAME FOR THE CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
WHAT IS MUSIC BY RICE

WHEN THE DOORS OF THE WORLD CLOSED ON THEM

WHY DO ANIMALS SUFFER

WHY THE HOLLOW MEN PRIZE THEIR VICE
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