
 

Plato’s Two Horses v. 11.11, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 30 April 2023 

Page 1 of 8 

Thomas Taylor 

On Plato’s Two Horses 

 
 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


CONSTITUTION OF MAN SERIES 

PLATO’S TWO HORSES 

Plato’s Two Horses v. 11.11, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 30 April 2023 

Page 2 of 8 

 

 

From Thomas Taylor. (Tr. & Annot.). The Works of Plato. (Vol. III of a set of five volumes & 

Vol. XI of “The Thomas Taylor Series”) Frome: The Prometheus Trust, 1996. Endnotes 24-25, 

p. 418, being Taylor’s Additional Notes on Plato’s Phædrus. [Westerink lines 253d-254b, p. 

367] 

UT ONE OF THE HORSES, we said, was good, and the other not. But we 

have not yet declared what the virtue is of the good horse, or the vice of 

the bad one; it is therefore proper that we should now declare it. The 

good horse, therefore, subsists in a more beautiful condition, is erect, well-

articulated, has its neck lofty, its nose somewhat aquiline, its colour white, and 

its eyes black. It is likewise a lover of honour, together with temperance and 

modesty; is the companion of true opinion, is not whipped, and is only to be 

governed by exhortation and reason. But the bad one is crooked, various, rash 

in its motions, stiff and short-necked, flat-nosed, of a black colour, having its 

eyes grey, and being full of blood; is the companion of injury and arrogance, 

has its ears hairy and deaf, and is scarcely obedient to the whip and the spur. 

When, therefore, the charioteer beholds the amatory eye inflaming all the soul, 

through sensible perception, and filling it with the incentives of titillation and 

desire, then, as always, the horse which is obedient to the charioteer, violently 

checking its motions, through shame restrains itself from leaping on the be-

loved object. But the other cannot be held back, either by the spur or whip of 

the charioteer; but hurries along violently, leaping and exulting, and, fully em-

ploying the charioteer and its associate, compels both of them to rush along 

with it to venereal delight. Both these, however, resist its violence from the be-

ginning, and indignantly endure to be thus compelled to such dire and lawless 

conduct. 

The English Platonist unravels the mystery of the twin horses. 

Plato having related the prerogatives which the better of the two horses possesses 

from the body, now enumerates those which it possesses from the soul. Honour, 

then, is the greatest of goods, as he says, in the Laws; [727a] but nothing evil is hon-

ourable. On which account also we honour Divinity. The good horse, therefore, is a 

lover of honour; that is, it aspires after form and the good. But it also loves honour in 

conjunction with temperance, i.e., it possesses these prerogatives of the soul, per-

forms things pertaining to itself, and is not willing to be filled with the contrary. It is 
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likewise only to be governed by reason and exhortation, as being near to reason, and 

directing by its measures all the measures of its own life. 

Plato here speaks concerning the worse of the two horses, and imitates its mingled 

nature. For he no longer speaks first concerning the prerogatives of the body, and 

afterwards concerning those of the soul, but he confuses the order. In opposition, 

therefore, to what he had asserted of the more noble horse, he says of this, that it is 

crooked, as being characteristic of desire; for desire is similar to a wild beast: various, 

for this epithet also is accommodated to desire, which is multiform, and the friend of 

multitude; and rash in its motions, as being hurried along by casual impulse. He also 

adds, that it is stiff; indicating by this its resisting nature: that it is short-necked, as 

being abject, living according to desire, and not aspiring after honour: flat-nosed, as 

being vile, grovelling, and not royal: of a black colour, as being dark, and not clear 

and shining like the other: having its eyes grey, as being only superficially splendid, 

and possessing intellections only as far as to the phantasy: being full of blood, i.e. 

being most allied to generation: the companion of injury and arrogance, as possessing 

properties directly contrary to the other horse; for that was the associate of temper-

ance and modesty: has its ears hairy and deaf, as being unobedient, and often hear-

ing a thing without attending to it: and, lastly, is scarcely obedient to the whip and 

the spur, as not capable of being benefited by exhortation. 

THOMAS TAYLOR 
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The white horse is noble and temperate. 

But the dark horse is unprincipled and intemperate:
1
 

1 Companion of injury and arrogance, properties contrary to the other horse. 

2 Crooked, being a characteristic of desire, for desire is similar to a wild beast. 

3 Deaf with hairy ears, as being boisterous and hearing without listening.  

4 Flat-nosed, as being vile, grovelling, and undignified, i.e., ignoble.
2
 

5 Full of blood, i.e., most allied and inclined to generation. 

6 Its black colour is not as clear and shining as that of its counterpart. 

7 Its grey eyes are only superficially splendid. 

8 Rash in its motions, as being hurried along by casual impulse. 

9 Scarcely obedient to whip and spur, is incapable of benefiting from exhortation. 

10 Short-necked, is ruled by self-gratification and not aspiring after honour. 

11 Stiff, indicating a stubborn and unregenerate nature. 

 
 

                                            
1
 [Characteristics of the dark horse summed-up by ED. PHIL.] 

2
 [Look up “The aquiline nose is royal and noble,” in the same series. — ED. PHIL.] 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


CONSTITUTION OF MAN SERIES 

SUGGESTED READING FOR STUDENTS 

Plato’s Two Horses v. 11.11, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 30 April 2023 

Page 5 of 8 

Suggested reading for students. 

 

On the soul of the spiritual man lit by its own light. 

Insights to our divine ancestry and human nature may be gleaned  

from the following titles in the same series: 

 A CONGENITAL PREPONDERANCE OF FIRE ELEMENTALS 

 ANCIENT BELIEFS IN THE IMMORTALITY OF SOUL 

 ANCIENT OPINIONS UPON PSYCHIC BODIES 

 APOLLONIUS COMFORTS A BEREAVED FATHER 

 ASTRAL BODIES OR DOPPELGÄNGERS 

 ATMAN IS A RAY FROM A SPARK OF UNCREATED RAY 

 BLAVATSKY ON AETHROBACY AND FAKIRS 

 BLAVATSKY ON OCCULT DEVELOPMENT 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE DUAL ASPECT OF WISDOM 

 BLAVATSKY ON THREE ESSAYS BY É. LÉVI 

 BLOOD IS THE FIRST INCARNATION OF UNIVERSAL FLUID 

 CHINESE BELIEFS ABOUT THE HUMAN SOUL 

 CICERO’S DREAM OF SCIPIO AND MACROBIUS’ COMMENT 

 CLASSIFICATION OF THE PRINCIPLES IN MAN 

 COMMON-MISCONCEPTIONS-OF-THEOSOPHICAL-DOCTRINES 

 CONCERNING THE DOCTRINES OF THE THEOSOPHISTS 

 CONSTITUTION OF MAN - DRAWING 

 CONSTITUTION OF MAN - ESOTERIC 

 CONSTITUTION OF MAN - OVERVIEW 

 COSMOS AND DEITY IN MAN - DRAWING 

 DAS' SCIENCE OF THE EMOTIONS (1908) 

 DEATH AND IMMORTALITY 

 DEATH AND POST-MORTEM STATES 

 DEATH HAS NO TERRORS 
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 DEVACHAN, DREAM REALM WHERE PURE SOULS ARE REWARDED 

 DREAMLESS SLEEP 

 ELIPHAS LEVI ON DEATH AND SATAN 

 EMOTIONS' TRIUNE NATURE 

 EVOLUTIONARY TRANSMIGRATION OF MATERIAL PARTICLES IN NATURE 

 FACING SEVEN VIRGINS IN THE HALL OF JUDGMENT 

 FROM THE STRONGHOLD OF YOUR SOUL, CHASE ALL YOUR FOES AWAY 

 HAIR IS THE RETAINER OF PRANA 

 IN DEEP SLEEP WE DREAM NO MORE AND CONFABULATE WITH THE STARS 

 IS SUICIDE A CRIME 

 JUDGE ON THE INNER CONSTITUTION OF MAN 

 JUDGE ON THE OCCULT NATURE OF MAN 

 LÉVI ON DEATH BEING THE BIRTH-PANG OF LIFE 

 LIFE IS AN INDESTRUCTIBLE UNIVERSAL FORCE 

 LOW BUFFOONERY AND MOCKING LAUGHS 

 LYMPH IS A MASQUE FOR NYMPH 

 NEED OF A SPIRITUAL VOCABULARY 

 NO NEED FOR EXPENSIVE FUNERALS 

 NOUS AUGOEIDES OF THE NEOPLATONISTS 

 NOUS MOVES MAN 

 OEDIPUS AND SPHINX UNRIDDLED 

 OSIRIS AND TYPHON, HIGHER TRIAD AND LOWER TETRAD 

 PLATO ON THE APPLE OF THE EYE 

 PLUTARCH COMFORTS APOLLONIUS 

 PLUTARCH COMPARING PASSIONS AND DISEASES – TR. WHITE 

 PLUTARCH ON BOASTED WISDOM, FORTITUDE, MAGNANIMITY, AND TEMPERANCE 

 PLUTARCH ON EXERCISES PROPER FOR A SCHOLAR 

 PLUTARCH ON PLATO’S PROCREATION OF THE SOUL 

 POST-MORTEM WANDERINGS OF THE WICKED SOUL 

 PREMATURE AND PHENOMENAL GROWTHS 

 PSYCHOLOGY LACKS ENTIRELY KNOWLEDGE OF THE SOUL 

 PSYCHOMETRY IS THE NATURAL BUT LATENT FACULTY IN US 

 REAL DREAMS ARE ACTIONS OF THE TRUE SELF 
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 RELEASING THE ASTRAL SOUL FROM ONE’S ASHES 

 SEPTENARY IS THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN 

 SIXTH SENSE IS REASON OVER INSTINCT 

 SPECULATIONS ABOUT REINCARNATION AND MATERIALIZED SPIRITS 

 SPIRIT AND PERISPIRIT 

 SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS ARE OBJECTIVE COPIES FROM SUBJECTIVE IMAGES 

 SUBBA ROW ON KAMA-LOKA 

 SUBBA ROW ON THE SEVENFOLD PRINCIPLE IN MAN 

 SUBBA ROW ON THOUGHT TRANSFERENCE 

 SYNESIUS CONCERNING DREAMS 

 THE AQUILINE NOSE IS ROYAL AND NOBLE 

 THE DEVOTIONAL LOVE AND NOBLE ASPIRATIONS OF LOWER MANAS 

 THE ESOTERIC PHYSIOLOGY OF MAN 

 THE HEART IS THE ORGAN OF SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS 

 THE IMAGE-MAKING POWER 

 THE KARMIC EFFECTS OF INVASION, CIVILIZATION, AND VULGAR SPECULATION 

 THE LIFE PRINCIPLE 

 THE MOON REGULATES THE PRANA OF NATURE AND MAN 

 THE OCCULT INFLUENCE OF MAN'S ACTIVE WILL 

 THE PERISPIRIT OF ALLAN KARDEC 

 THE PROPHECY OF GENERAL YERMOLOV 

 THE SUTRATMAN OF THE UPANISHADS 

 THE TWO VOICES OF LORD TENNYSON 

 THE VOICE OF THE WILL IS THE ATOMIC POINT 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - MAN, THE JEWEL OF THE UNIVERSE 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - SEPTENARY ANTHROPOS 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE CYCLE OF LIFE 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE PATH OF ACTION 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE PATH OF RENUNCIATION 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE SUTRATMAN OF THE UPANISHADS 

 THREE CUBITS OF THE EAR, FOUR OF THE STALK 

 TIBETAN TEACHINGS ON AFTER-DEATH STATES 

 TROUBLES FROM UNDISSOLVED EX-DOUBLES 
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 TWO SPIRITS UNITED IN THE ELYSIAN FIELDS 

 WHEN INNER AND OUTER MAN ARE OFF-KILTER 

 WHEN THE GREEN IS OVERCOME WITH AZURE 

 WHEN THE SERPENT SLOUGHS OFF HIS SKIN 

 WHY SECLUDING WOMEN DURING THEIR MENSTRUAL PERIOD 

 WOE FOR THE LIVING DEAD 
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