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Karma From the verbal root karman, denotes physical action or motion. Physically, 

karma is action, activity, as opposed to inaction, passivity. Its purpose is to produce 

change. Metaphysically, karma is both the cause and the effect of every action. Ethi-

cally, it is the law of ethical causation. 

Karma is threefold: sanchita, prarabdha and kriyamana: 

 Sanchita karma: “Accumulated actions.” The sum of all karmas of this life and 

past lives. 

 Prarabdha karma: “Actions begun; set in motion.” That portion of sanchita 

karma that is bearing fruit and shaping the events and conditions of the cur-

rent life, including the nature of one's bodies, personal tendencies and associa-

tions. 

 Kriyamana karma: “Being made.” The karma being created and added to 

sanchita in this life by one's thoughts, words and actions, or in the inner 

worlds between lives. 

Kriya From verbal root kri, to do, to make, to transform, to accomplish, to create. 

Esoterically, kriya is the noetic process by which Fohat helps Logos to express, ex-

ternalise, objectivise, materialise, reveal Eternal Thought to the perception of finite 

minds. 

Creation [from Sanskrit kri, Greek κραίνω, Latin creare ), means to make, to do, 

both to conceive and to accomplish, to exercise sway, to reign. The Ever-

existent, which in its transcendent aspect is the eternally embracing Bound-

less, is the source as well as the sum total of all beings and things; hence in es-

sence all beings and things are eternal and have never been created in the 

Christian sense, for they are of the very stuff, essence, and be-ness of the 

Boundless itself. Yet the word creation has a legitimate use in the original 

sense of coming forth from being into existence, not as something produced 

from nothing but in the ordinary sense of production of something out of some-

thing else. Creation or evolution is commenced by the intellectual energy of the 

Logos. 

Prakriti From pra forwards, progression + the verbal root kri to make, do. 

 

 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


CONFUSING WORDS SERIES 

SUGGESTED READING FOR STUDENTS 

Karma and Kriya v. 10.22, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 17 April 2023 

Page 3 of 4 

Suggested reading for students. 

 

More commonly confusing words. 

 ADULTERY, LUST, MALICE 

 ADYTUM AND ASYLUM 

 AETHER AND ETHER 

 AGNOSTICISM, ATHEISM, MONISM 

 AION, ETERNITY, DURATION 

 APPREHENSION AND COMPREHENSION 

 ASTRAL LIGHT IS A TERM VERY LITTLE UNDERSTOOD 

 AURA AND MAGNETISM 

 BUDDHA AND PRINCE SIDDHARTHA BUDDHA 

 BUDHISM IS INNER WISDOM 

 CELIBACY, CONTINENCE, MONASTICISM 

 CHEMIST AND ALCHEMIST 

 CHILIASTS, MILLENNIUMISTS, MILLENARIANS 

 DARKNESS IS INNER LIGHT 

 DEVOTION, WORSHIP, LOYALTY 

 EMANATION AND RADIATION 

 EMBLEM AND SYMBOL 

 GRAIKOS, HELLENE, HELLAS 

 HIGHER SELF AND HIGHER EGO 

 IMAGINATION AND IMITATION 

 JIVA AND JIVATMAN 

 JNANA AND YAJNA 

 KAMIC VERSUS MANASIC ACTION 

 KARMA, NEMESIS, ADRASTEIA, THEMIS 

 KOSMOS AND COSMOS 

 KRONOS AND CHRONOS 
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 LAUGHTER, SMILES, TEARS 

 LIGHT AND HEAT 

 LUST, JEALOUSY, PHYSICAL LOVE 

 MAGNETISM, MESMERISM, HYPNOTISM 

 MATERIALISM, SPIRITUALISM, MONISM 

 MUZIRIS, MNIZURIN, MNOUZIRIS 

 NIRVANA AND PARINIRVANA 

 PANTACLE AND PENTACLE 

 RAJA AND RISHI 

 REMEMBRANCE, RECOLLECTION, REMINISCENCE 

 SKANDHA, SHLOKA, STANZA, SUTRA 

 SPIRIT, SPIRITS, SPIRITUALISM 

 SPIRITUALISM IS A PHILOSOPHY OF YESTERDAY 

 SVABHAVA AND SVAYAMBHU 

 TELETE, MYESIS, EPOPTEIA 

 THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL OCCULTISM 

 THEOSOPHIST AND THEOSOPHER 

 TRANSMIGRATION, REINCARNATION, GILGULIM 

 TRIRATNA AND TRISHARANA 

 TRUE AND FALSE PERSONALITY 

 UNITY AND DUALITY 

 VACH IS NOT MERE SPEECH 

 VEDANTA, BUDDHISM, THEOSOPHY 

 VRIL AND BOVRIL 

 WILL AND DESIRE 

 YOGIS AND MAHATMAS 
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