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The absurdities of the Chiliasts, Millenniumists, and 
Millenarians are a striking proof of the materialism 
of Patristic Theology. 

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (COMMENTARY ON THE PISTIS SOPHIA) XIII p. 78. 

Frontispiece: Marvellous Sauce (1890) Jehan Georges Vibert, Albright-Knox Art Gallery. 

[PS 243] “ . . . A day of Light is a thousand years of the World, so that thirty-six 

myriads of years and half a myriad of years of the World are one year of Light 

(1) . . . ” 

 

(1) [Year of Light.] Theosophists acquainted with the doctrine of cycles of manvanta-

ras and pralayas, and of the days and nights of Brahmā, will have no difficulty in 

finding the key of the mystery which has puzzled the so-called Christian Church 

from the time that its lower principles separated themselves entirely from their high-

er light, the Divine Gnōsis. The absurdities of the Chiliasts, Millenniumists and Mil-

lenarians are a striking proof of the materialism of Patristic theology, which has been 

re-edited and kept up to date down to this very day. This thousand physical years 

absurdity in various aspects, mostly with the physical return and reign of Christ on 

earth, was supported by the greatest lights of the Church. We find among its sup-

porters such names as Papias, the co-disciple of Polycarp and a hearer of John, Ire-

naeus, Justin Martyr (who imagined that the thousand years would be spent in Je-

rusalem “rebuilt, adorned, and enlarged”), Tertullian, Victorinus, Apollinarius, 

Lactantius, Severus and Augustine. How different the nearer tradition of the Gnos-

tics was from the later misunderstandings, may be seen from our text, and any fur-

ther explanation is almost superfluous. 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

More commonly confusing words. 

 ADULTERY, LUST, MALICE 

 ADYTUM AND ASYLUM 

 AETHER AND ETHER 

 AGNOSTICISM, ATHEISM, MONISM 

 AION, ETERNITY, DURATION 

 APPREHENSION AND COMPREHENSION 

 ASTRAL LIGHT IS A TERM VERY LITTLE UNDERSTOOD 

 AURA AND MAGNETISM 

 BUDDHA AND PRINCE SIDDHARTHA BUDDHA 

 BUDHISM IS INNER WISDOM 

 CELIBACY, CONTINENCE, MONASTICISM 

 CHEMIST AND ALCHEMIST 

 DARKNESS IS INNER LIGHT 

 DEVOTION, WORSHIP, LOYALTY 

 EMANATION AND RADIATION 

 EMBLEM AND SYMBOL 

 GRAIKOS, HELLENE, HELLAS 

 HIGHER SELF AND HIGHER EGO 

 IMAGINATION AND IMITATION 

 JIVA AND JIVATMAN 

 JNANA AND YAJNA 

 KAMIC VERSUS MANASIC ACTION 

 KARMA AND KRIYA 

 KARMA, NEMESIS, ADRASTEIA, THEMIS 

 KOSMOS AND COSMOS 

 KRONOS AND CHRONOS 
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 LAUGHTER, SMILES, TEARS 

 LIGHT AND HEAT 

 LUST, JEALOUSY, PHYSICAL LOVE 

 MAGNETISM, MESMERISM, HYPNOTISM 

 MATERIALISM, SPIRITUALISM, MONISM 

 MUZIRIS, MNIZURIN, MNOUZIRIS 

 NIRVANA AND PARINIRVANA 

 PANTACLE AND PENTACLE 

 RAJA AND RISHI 

 REMEMBRANCE, RECOLLECTION, REMINISCENCE 

 SKANDHA, SHLOKA, STANZA, SUTRA 

 SPIRIT, SPIRITS, SPIRITUALISM 

 SPIRITUALISM IS A PHILOSOPHY OF YESTERDAY 

 SVABHAVA AND SVAYAMBHU 

 TELETE, MYESIS, EPOPTEIA 

 THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL OCCULTISM 

 THEOSOPHIST AND THEOSOPHER 

 TRANSMIGRATION, REINCARNATION, GILGULIM 

 TRIRATNA AND TRISHARANA 

 TRUE AND FALSE PERSONALITY 

 UNITY AND DUALITY 

 VACH IS NOT MERE SPEECH 

 VEDANTA, BUDDHISM, THEOSOPHY 

 VRIL AND BOVRIL 

 WILL AND DESIRE 

 YOGIS AND MAHATMAS 
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