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Abstract and train of thoughts 1 

Christianity is Paganism pure and simple, exoterically; and transcendental and practical 

Magic, or Occultism, esoterically. 3 

The Solar Trinity is not Mazdean, but is Universal, and is as old as man. All temples in 

Antiquity were invariably made to face the Sun, their portals opening to the East. 4 

The last of the Solar Priests in Europe was the Imperial Initiate, Julian, now called the 

Apostate. He tried to benefit the world by revealing a portion of the great mystery of the 

Solar Trinity, and died for the same crime as Socrates. 4 

For the Student of Occultism there is a suggestive difference between the two kinds of 

death. 4 

The Roman Catholic Church stands accused, not of worshipping under other names the 

Divine Beings worshipped by all nations in Antiquity, but of declaring idolatrous, not only 

the Pagans ancient and modern, but every Christian nation that has freed itself from the 

Roman yoke. 5 

Suggested reading for students. 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 Frontispiece: Portrait of Emperor Julian by Sasha Chaitow, 2016, herein reproduced with permission. 
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Christianity is Paganism pure and simple, exoterically; and tran-

scendental and practical Magic, or Occultism, esoterically. 

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (WHAT THE OCCULTISTS AND KABBALISTS HAVE TO SAY) XIV, 

pp. 220-24. 

In Part III, fol. 87 (col. 346th) the Zohar treats of the Spirit guiding the Sun, its Rec-

tor, explaining that it is not the Sun itself that is meant thereby, but the Spirit “on, 

or under ” the Sun. Drach is anxious to show that it was Christ who was meant by 

that “Sun,” or the Solar Spirit therein. In his comment upon that passage which re-

fers to the Solar Spirit as “that stone which the builders rejected,”
1
 he asserts most 

positively that this [221] 

Sun-stone (pierre soleil )  is identical with Christ, who was that stone, 

and that, therefore, 

The sun is undeniably (sans contredit )  the second hypostasis of the Deity,
2
 or 

Christ. 

If this be true, then the Vaidic or pre-Vaidic Āryans, Chaldæans and Egyptians, like 

all Occultists past, present, and future, Jews included, have been Christians from all 

eternity. If this be not so, then modern Church Christianity is Paganism pure and 

simple exoterically, and transcendental and practical Magic, or Occultism, esoterical-

ly. 

For this “stone” has a manifold significance, a dual existence, with gradations, a reg-

ular progression and retrogression. It is a “mystery” indeed. 

The Occultists are quite ready to agree with St. Chrysostom, that the infidels — the 

profane, rather, 

. . . being blinded by sunlight, thus lose sight of the true Sun in the contempla-

tion of the false one.
3
 

But if that Saint, and along with him now the Hebraist Drach, chose to see in the 

Zohar and the Kabbalistic Sun “the second hypostasis,” this is no reason why all oth-

ers should be blinded by them. The mystery of the Sun is the grandest perhaps, of all 

the innumerable mysteries of Occultism. A Gordian knot, truly, but one that cannot 

be severed with the double-edged sword of scholastic casuistry. It is a true deo dig-

nus vindice nodus,
4
 and can be untied only by the Gods. The meaning of this is 

plain, and every Kabbalist will understand it. 

Contra solem ne loquaris
5
 was not said by Pythagoras with regard to the visible Sun. 

It was the “Sun of Initiation” that was meant, in its triple form — two of which are 

the “Day-Sun” and the “Night-Sun.” 

                                            
1
 [Psalms CXVIII, 22] 

2
 De l’Harmonie entre l’Église et la Synagogue, tome II, p. 427, by David-Paul Drach, also known as Chevalier 

Drach. [Paris: Paul Mellier, 1844] See de Mirville, Des Esprits, op. cit., Vol. IV, pp. 38, 39. 

3
 op. cit. 

4
 [A knot worthy of a god to untied, i.e., a great dilemma.] 

5
 [i.e., do not speak against the sun.] 
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The Solar Trinity is not Mazdean, but is Universal, and is as old as 

man. All temples in Antiquity were invariably made to face the 

Sun, their portals opening to the East. 

If behind the physical luminary there were no mystery that [222] people sensed in-

stinctively, why should every nation, from the primitive peoples down to the Parsīs of 

today, have turned towards the Sun during prayers? The Solar Trinity is not Maz-

dean, but is universal, and is as old as man. All the temples in Antiquity were invari-

ably made to face the Sun, their portals to open to the East. See the old temples of 

Memphis and Baalbek, the Pyramids of the Old and of the New (?) Worlds, the Round 

Towers of Ireland, and the Serapeion of Egypt. The Initiates alone could give a philo-

sophical explanation of this, and a reason for it — its mysticism notwithstanding — 

were only the world ready to receive it, which, alas! it is not. 

The last of the Solar Priests in Europe was the Imperial Initiate, 

Julian, now called the Apostate. He tried to benefit the world by 

revealing a portion of the great mystery of the Solar Trinity, and 

died for the same crime as Socrates. 

For the Student of Occultism there is a suggestive difference be-

tween the two kinds of death. 

The last of the Solar Priests in Europe was the Imperial Initiate, Julian, now called 

the Apostate.
1
 He tried to benefit the world [223] by revealing at least a portion of the 

great mystery of the τριπλασιος — [threefold] and — he died. “There are three in one,” 

he said of the Sun — the central Sun
2
 being a precaution of Nature: 

1 The first is the universal cause of all, Sovereign Good and perfection; 

2 The Second Power is paramount Intelligence, having dominion over all reason-

able beings, νοεροις; 

3 The third is the visible Sun. 

                                            
1
 Julian died for the same crime as Socrates. Both divulged a portion of the solar mystery, the heliocentric sys-

tem being only a part of what was given during Initiation — one consciously, the other unconsciously, the 
Greek Sage never having been initiated. It was not the real solar system that was preserved in such secrecy, but 
the mysteries connected with the Sun’s constitution. Socrates was sentenced to death by earthly and worldly 

judges; Julian died a violent death because the hitherto protecting hand was withdrawn from him, and, no 
longer shielded by it, he was simply left to his destiny or Karma. For the student of Occultism there is a sugges-
tive difference between the two kinds of death. Another memorable instance of the unconscious divulging of se-
crets pertaining to mysteries is that of the poet, P. Ovidius Naso, who, like Socrates, had not been initiated. In 

his case, the Emperor Augustus, who was an Initiate, mercifully changed the penalty of death into banishment 
to Tomos on the Euxine. This sudden change from unbounded royal favour to banishment has been a fruitful 
scheme of speculation to classical scholars not initiated into the Mysteries. They have quoted Ovid’s own lines 
to show that it was some great and heinous immorality of the Emperor of which Ovid had become unwillingly 

cognizant. The inexorable law of the death penalty always following upon the revelation of any portion of the 
Mysteries to the profane, was unknown to them. Instead of seeing the amiable and merciful act of the Emperor 
in its true light, they have made it an occasion for traducing his moral character. The poet’s own words can be 
no evidence, because as he was not an Initiate, it could not be explained to him in what his offence consisted. 

There have been comparatively modern instances of poets unconsciously revealing in their verses so much of 
the hidden knowledge as to make even Initiates suppose them to be fellow-Initiates, and come to talk to them 
on the subject. This only shows that the sensitive poetic temperament is sometimes so far transported beyond 
the bounds of ordinary sense as to get glimpses into what has been impressed on the Astral Light. In the Light 
of Asia there are two passages that might make an Initiate of the first degree think that Mr. Edwin Arnold had 
been initiated himself in the Himalayan āshrams, but this is not so. 

2
 A proof that Julian was acquainted with the heliocentric system. 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


BUDDHAS AND INITIATES SERIES 

JULIAN AND SOCRATES PUT TO DEATH FOR THE SAME CRIME 

Julian and Socrates were put to death for the same crime v. 19.10, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 12 April 2023 

Page 5 of 9 

The pure energy of solar intelligence proceeds from the luminous seat occupied by 

our Sun in the centre of heaven, that pure energy being the Logos of our system; 

Hermes Trismegistus says, the 

Mysterious Word-Spirit produces all through the Sun, and never operates 

through any other medium, for it is in the Sun, more than in any other heaven-

ly body that the [unknown] Power placed the seat of its habitation.
1
 

Only neither Hermes Trismegistus nor Julian, an initiated Occultist, nor any other, 

meant by this Unknown Cause Jehovah, or Jupiter. They referred to the cause that 

produced all the manifested “great Gods” or Demiourgoi (the Hebrew God included) 

of our system. Nor was our visible, material Sun meant, for the latter was only the 

manifested symbol. Philolaus the Pythagorean, explains and completes Trismegistus 

by saying: 

The Sun is a mirror of fire, the splendour of whose flames by their reflection in 

that mirror [the Sun] is poured upon us, and that splendour we call image.
2
 

The Roman Catholic Church stands accused, not of worshipping 

under other names the Divine Beings worshipped by all nations in 

Antiquity, but of declaring idolatrous, not only the Pagans ancient 

and modern, but every Christian nation that has freed itself from 

the Roman yoke. 

It is evident that Philolaus referred to the central spiritual Sun, whose beams and ef-

fulgence are only mirrored by our central Star, the Sun. This is as clear to the Oc-

cultists as it was to the Pythagoreans. As for the profane of pagan antiquity, it was, 

of course, the physical Sun that was the “highest God” [224] for them, as it seems — if 

Chevalier Drach’s view be accepted — to have now virtually become for the modern 

Roman Catholics. If words mean anything, the statements made by the Chevalier 

Drach that “this sun is, undeniably, the second hypostasis of the Deity,” imply what 

we say; as “this Sun” refers to the Kabbalistic Sun, and “hypostasis” means sub-

stance or subsistence of the Godhead or Trinity — distinctly personal. As the author, 

being an ex-Rabbi, thoroughly versed in Hebrew, and in the mysteries of the Zohar, 

ought to know the value of words; and as, moreover, in writing this, he was bent up-

on reconciling “the seeming contradictions,” as he puts it, between Judaism and 

Christianity — the fact becomes quite evident. But all this pertains to questions and 

problems which will be solved naturally and in the course of the development of the 

doctrine. The Roman Catholic Church stands accused, not of worshipping under 

other names the Divine Beings worshipped by all nations in Antiquity, but of declar-

ing idolatrous, not only the Pagans ancient and modern, but every Christian nation 

that has freed itself from the Roman yoke. The accusation brought against herself by 

more than one man of Science, of worshipping the stars like true Sabæans of old, 

stands to this day uncontradicted, yet no star-worshipper has ever addressed his ad-

                                            
1
 [Quia in sole saltem et non alibi uspiam, sedem habitations suæ posuit. MINERVA MUNDI. <WMS*  167; also, in: 
The Theosophist, Vol. LV, November 1933, p. 145> — Dara Eklund. 

*WMS stands for the “Würzburg Manuscript,” Madame Blavatsky’s original and unedited draft of The Se-
cret Doctrine (1888). It was named after Würzburg in Bavaria, where she began writing in self-imposed 

solitude, in August 1885 — as confirmed by Dr. William Hübbe-Schleiden, two months later. In Decem-

ber that year Countess Constance Wachtmeister was “sent” to help out. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 [Des Esprits, Vol. IV, pp. 21-22] 
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oration to the material stars and planets, as will be shown before the last page of this 

work is written; none the less is it true that those Philosophers alone who studied 

Astrology and Magic knew that the last word of those sciences was to be sought in, 

and expected from, the Occult forces emanating from those constellations. 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

 ALL AVATĀRAS ARE IDENTICAL, WORLD-SAVIOURS GROWN OUT 

FROM A SINGLE SEED 

 ARNOLD NOT AN INITIATE 

 ARNOLD'S LIGHT OF ASIA 

 AURA OF THE YOGI IN TRANCE 

 BLAVATSKY ON APOLLONIUS OF TYANA 

 BLAVATSKY ON COUNT ALESSANDRO DI CAGLIOSTRO 

 BLAVATSKY ON DIVINE REINCARNATIONS IN TIBET 

 BLAVATSKY ON SCHOPENHAUER 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE COUNT DE SAINT-GERMAIN 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE TRANS-HIMALAYAN FRATERNITY 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE TRIALS AND TRIUMPH OF INITIATION 

 BLAVATSKY PAYS TRIBUTE TO ÉLIPHAS LEVI 

 BUDDHISM IN ACTION IS UNCONDITIONAL COMPASSION, 

WISE AND MERCIFUL 

 BUDDHISM, THE RELIGION OF PRE-VEDIC INDIA 

 BURNET AND BLAVATSKY ON ANAXAGORAS' IDEAS AND IMPACT 

 CHANT FOR THE NEOPHYTES AFTER THEIR LAST INITIATION 

 DATE OF GAUTAMA BUDDHA’S DISINCARNATION 

 DRAWING 1 - FORCES AND STATES OF CONSCIOUSNESS 

 DRAWING 2 - CHRIST OR HIGHER MANAS CRUCIFIED BETWEEN 

TWO THIEVES 

 DRAWING 3 - NEOPHYTE ON TRIAL DYING IN THE CHRĒST CONDITION 

 DRAWING 4 - NEOPHYTE ASCENDING TO THE CHRIST CONDITION 

 DRAWING 5 - THE SECRET HEART SEAL 

 DUTIES OF A DHYĀNI CHOHAN 

 EMERSON ON PLUTARCH’S MORALS 
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 EMPEDOCLES, PAGAN THAUMATURGIST 

 ESOTERIC VERSUS TANTRIC TATTVAS (TABLE) 

 EVERY INITIATE MUST BE AN ADEPT IN OCCULTISM 

 G.R.S. MEAD’S ESSAY ON SIMON MAGUS 

 GAUTAMA AND JESUS PARALLEL LIVES 

 GAUTAMA BUDDHA BEATIFIED! 

 GAUTAMA IS THE FIFTH TEACHER IN THE CURRENT PLANETARY ROUND 

 HINTS ABOUT THE TRIADIC HYPOSTASIS OF BUDDHA 

 HUMILITY IS NO VIRTUE 

 IAMBLICHUS ON PYTHAGORAS 

 IAMBLICHUS ON THEURGY (1915) 

 JESUS BEN PANDIRA, THE HISTORICAL CHRIST 

 JUDGE ON THE DWELLERS ON HIGH MOUNTAINS 

 KALI-YUGA AND THE KALKI-AVATĀRA 

 LOHANS ARE THE MELLIFLUOUS DISCIPLES OF TATHĀGATA 

 MAGIC OR THEURGY, PURPOSE AND PITFALLS 

 MORALITY IS MAN’S PRISTINE EFFORT TO HARMONISE WITH UNIVERSAL LAW 

 OCCULT METAPHYSICS UNRIDDLED FROM MATERIALISTIC MISCONCEPTIONS 

 OVID ON PYTHAGORAS’ TEACHINGS AND ETHICS 

 PARACELSUS BY FRANZ HARTMANN 

 PARACELSUS ON SYMPATHETIC REMEDIES AND CURES 

 PAUL AN INITIATE AND FOUNDER OF CHRISTIANITY 

 PETER NOT AN INITIATE AND THE ENEMY OF PAUL 

 PHERECYDES, AN EARLY WESTERN PHILOSOPHER 

 PLUTARCH ON PHOCION CHRĒSTOS 

 PLUTARCH ON THE TUTELARY DAIMŌN OF SOCRATES 

 PORPHYRY ON PYTHAGORAS 

 PRINCIPLES AND FORCES IN NATURE AND MAN (DIAGRAM) 

 PRINCIPLES AND FORCES IN NATURE AND MAN (INSTRUCTIONS) 

 PROCLUS ON SOCRATES' DAEMON (TAYLOR) 

 SAMSON AND HERCULES ARE PERSONIFICATIONS OF NEOPHYTES 

 SHANKARA WAS A CONTEMPORARY OF PATAÑJALI AND HIS CHELA 

 THE ADEPTS DESTROY THE WICKED AND GUARD THE PATH OF THE VIRTUOUS 
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 THE HOLY RITES OF ELEUSIS WERE ARCHAIC WISDOM RELIGION 

 THE INITIATE’S CROWN OF THORNS 

 THE KEY TO THE MYSTERY OF BUDDHA LIES IN THE CLEAR APPERCEPTION 

OF THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN 

 THE LITTLE ONES ARE ABOVE THE LAW 

 THE NOBLE GENIUS OF PARACELSUS 

 THE REAL CHRIST IS BUDDHI-MANAS, THE GLORIFIED DIVINE EGO 

 THE ROLE OF ADEPTS IN THE GREAT AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

 THE TRIPLE MYSTERY OF BUDDHA’S EMBODIMENT 

 THEOPHANIA AND OPTIONS OPEN TO THE ADEPT 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS – THE AURA OF SUGATA 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS – THE LOVE OF GODS 

 THOMAS TAYLOR, THE ENGLISH PLATONIST 

 WHY THE SECRECY OF INITIATES? 

 ZANONI BY BULWER-LYTTON 
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