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Contents and abstract of central ideas1 

Part 1 of 2. Oh Divine Justice, how blasphemed has been thy name! 

A compulsory religion can never breed anything but deceit. 

Belief in the expiatory efficacy of blood can be traced to the oldest rites. 

A hangman’s ghastly record of murders and hangings. 

The murderer, overtaken by human justice, is imprisoned, wept over by sentimentalists, 

prayed with, pronounces the charmed words of conversion, and goes to the scaffold a 

redeemed child of Jesus! Except for the murder, he would not have been prayed with, 

redeemed, and pardoned. 7 

One of the most selfish, cruel, and heartless, crime is the seduction of a young girl. 

Society, by an instinct of self-preservation, pitilessly judges the victim and ostracizes her. 

She may be driven to infanticide, or self-murder or, if too averse to die, live to plunge into 

a career of vice and crime. All this social disaster comes through one man’s selfish 

passion; shall he be forgiven by Divine Justice until his offense is expiated, and 

punishment fall only upon the wretched human scorpions begotten of his lust? 8 

If the power to pardon sinners for sinning has been given to them, did they also receive 

the ability (by miracle) to obliterate the wrongs done against person or property? Let 

them restore life to the murdered; honour to the dishonoured; property to those who have 

been wronged; and force the scales of human and divine justice to recover their 

equilibrium. 8 

O Divine Justice, how blasphemed has been thy name! Belief in the propitiatory efficacy of 

blood can be traced to the oldest rites. Hardly a nation remained ignorant of it. 11 

Calvin’s promulgation of Divine partiality and bloodthirstiness is abhorrent and terrifying. 11 

Every people of antiquity offered animal and even human sacrifices to the gods, in the 

hope of averting thereby public calamity, by pacifying the wrath of some avenging deity. 12 

No one will pretend to assert in our age that it was the Egyptians who borrowed anything 

from the Israelites, as they now accuse the Hindus of doing. The precedence of Egypt 

over the Israelites in age, as well as in all the religious rites, is well established. 12 

Jesus was educated in Egypt, and passed his infancy and youth with the Brotherhoods of 

the Essenes, and other mystic communities. 12 

The soul under trial is brought before Osiris, the Lord of Truth, who sits decorated with 

the Egyptian cross, emblem of eternal life. 13 

In that last and final account, it will be happy for us if we shall then find that our influence 

through life has tended to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and soothe the sorrows of 

those who were sick and in prison. 13 

                                            
1
 Frontispiece: Maitreya Buddha, World Saviour, will incarnate in all 6th root-race of humanity. 
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A well is “the fountain of salvation.” The water is the male principle in its spiritual sense. 

But in its physical relation in the allegory of Creation, water is chaos (undifferentiated 

matter), and chaos is the female principle vivified by the Spirit of God — the male 

principle. 15 

In order to acquaint ourselves with the historical Jesus, we have to set the mythical Christ 

entirely aside, and learn all we can of the man in the first Gospel of Matthew. His 

doctrines, religious views, and grandest aspirations will be found in his Sermon on the 

Mount. 18 

As man is too weak to appeal directly the Highest God, he must address his prayers and 

sacrifices to the intermediate divinities, to whom the day-to-day management of the 

world has been entrusted by the Highest. 19 

The philosophy of Buddhism ignores images and fetishes. Its positive vitality lies in the 

highest conception of man’s inner self. 20 

As Vedic prophecies preceded Christianity, so Krishna preceded Christ. 23 

Krishna and Apollo are the Good Shepherds. 23 

Archaic Wisdom Religion is Divine Wisdom-Power-Knowledge; an All-embracing Religion 

and Science of Truth and Impartiality — not authority — and revealer of the origin of 

faiths. In short, it is the Religion of Reason (Gnosis). 25 

Neither Gautama nor Jesus ever wrote one word of their doctrines. 26 

But despite the similarity of the teachings of Gautama and Jesus, their respective 

followers start from two diametrically opposite points. 26 

It is the Spirit that quickeneth, flesh profiteth nothing. 

When Jesus said “Drink, this is my blood,” it was meant to be a metaphorical assimilation 

of himself to the vine, which bears the grape, and whose juice is its blood (wine). It was a 

hint that, as he had himself been initiated by the Father, so he desired to initiate others. 29 

In his immense and unselfish love for humanity, Jesus considered it unjust to deprive the 

many of the inner knowledge acquired by the few. This was his unuttered and most 

fervent hope. He preached the presence of a spiritual God, whose temple is within each of 

us, and in whom we live as He lives in us — in Spirit. 29 

Astronomical evidence suggests that the “Bhagavad-Gita” is much older than it is 

generally supposed, and endorses the consensus that its ethics and metaphysics are 

prehistoric — yet unageing. In fact, it is a manual of ancient catechism of practical 

Theosophy; its precepts are those of the Pauranika Eclectic School of Philosophy, 

precursor of modern Theosophy. 31 

Brotherhood ranks above meditation. 

Hints on the voluntary transfer of the adept’s spiritual entity into the youth he loves, with 

all the ardent love of a spiritual parent, in order to prolong the youthful vigour beyond the 

usual limits, after the mortal casket wears out. 32 

Carefully stripped of exaggeration, the “superstitions” among the Eastern people embody 

an universal belief in those restless, wandering, astral souls, which are called ghouls and 

vampires. 33 

Once an adept was initiated into the last and most solemn mystery of life-transfer, he 

belonged no more to this world. His soul was free thereafter, and the seven mortal sins 

lying in wait to devour his heart could hurt him no more: he has passed the “twice seven 

trials,” the twelve labours of the final hour. 33 

The second birth, or regeneration of spirit, after the natural birth of that which is born of 

the flesh, had been taught 3,000 years before the appearance of the great Galilean 
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prophet, not only in old India but also to all epoptai of Pagan initiation, who were 

instructed in the great mysteries of Life and Death. 34 

Some people are born again; evil-doers go to Hell; righteous people go to 

Heaven; those who are free from all worldly desires enter Nirvana. 

Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die. 35 

If there are counterfeits, somewhere there must have been the genuine 

original. 

Blood is the first incarnation of the universal fluid; it is the materialized vital light (prana). 

Its birth is the most marvellous of all Nature’s marvels; it lives only by perpetually 

transforming itself, for it is the universal Proteus. 36 

A tribe among the Yakuts of Siberia believe that sacrifices help each class of the good and 

bad deities to perform their mission the better, and so please the Supreme. 38 

They also believe that the light-shadows of good people, become the guardians and 

protectors of those they loved on earth; and the dark-shadows of the wicked seek to hurt 

those they knew, by inciting them to crimes and wicked acts. 38 

The blood-evocation is practiced in Bulgaria and Moldavia, especially in districts in the 

vicinity of Moslems. 39 

After fervent prayers, repeated face downward on the grave-mound, drops of blood are 

drawn from near the left bosom, and allowed to trickle upon the tomb. 40 

The origin of the Christian dogma of Atonement. 

One the most fearful secrets in Nature is that the sorcerer cannot die until he has passed 

the Word to another, a feat that the hierophants of White Magic rarely do. 40 

A long line of Wise Men (Magi), from the beginning of time down to our own times, pass 

the Word to the initiated. Then the Word flashes out like lightning and, while carrying off 

the initiator from human sight forever, it brings the new initiate into view. Immediately 

after, the latter had a weapon placed in his right hand, and was ordered to strike. 40 

We have met few sects which practice sorcery. One such sect is the Yezidis, considered by 

some a branch of the Kurds, though we believe erroneously. 41 

Haiti is the centre of secret societies, with terrible forms of initiation, and bloody rites. 

Piron witnessed a most fearful scene in Cuba, in the house of a lady whom he never 

would have suspected of any connection with so monstrous a sect. 42 

A compulsory religion can never breed anything but deceit. 

Nagualism and voodoo-worship are devil-worship. 

Heathen rites practiced in secret, and crypto-paganism or nagualism, flourish today, as in 

the days of Montezuma. 43 

In virtue and probity, the Japanese surpassed many nations. 43 

The British government turned the natives of India from a sober race to a nation of 

drunkards. And British greed forced into China the accursed opium traffic. 44 

Old religions are but chapters of the entire volume of archaic primeval mysteries. 

However much they may conflict in appearance, they are the outcome of the Universal 

Wisdom-Religion. 44 

Yet, Christianity denied everything noble, spiritual, and elevating in the indigenous 

religions, and falsified their pristine purity! 44 

The real founder of Christianity was Paul, not Jesus. 
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Irenæus, Epiphanius, and Eusebius have transmitted to posterity a reputation for untruth 

and dishonest practices; and the heart sickens at the horrors and crimes of that period. 45 

Mohammed never was considered a god; yet, under the stimulus of his name, millions of 

Moslems have served their God with an ardour that can never be paralleled by Christian 

sectarianism. 45 

The Sermon on the Mount has been repudiated by every Christian community. Barbarism, 

oppression, cruel punishments, are as common now as in the days of Paganism. 45 

The Christianity of Peter exists no more; that of Paul supplanted it, and was in its turn 

amalgamated with other world-religions. 46 

The Christ of Paul is something else than the Jesus of the Gospels. He treats Christ as a 

personage rather than as a person. 46 

The Christians have no better right to force their religion upon others against their will, 

and in their own country (where they kept barging in, unasked), than the so-called 

heathen to compel France or England to accept Buddhism at the point of the sword! 47 

We do not know of any book in the whole world less authenticated as to dates, authors’ 

names, and tradition, than the Christian Bible. 48 

A religion that cannot be trusted to the scrutiny of an unsophisticated people, who are 

patterns of filial piety, of honest dealing, of deep reverence for God, and of an instinctive 

horror of profaning His Majesty, must indeed be founded upon error. That it is so, our 

century is discovering little by little. 50 

The history of Gautama, copied word for word from Buddhist sacred books, was degraded 

into the filthy realism of the “Golden Legend.” Names of individuals have been changed, 

but the place of action in India remains the same, in both Christian and Buddhist legends. 50 

Pure Buddhism degenerated into Lamaism and fetishism, yet Lamaism, with all its 

blemishes, is far above Catholicism. 53 

Abbé Huc’s praise of Lamaism, caused his work to be placed on the Index of Forbidden 

Books, and himself to be unfrocked by the ecclesiastical authorities at Rome. 53 

The logic of the uneducated Mongol was incontestable and his intuition faultless, for he 

saw good results in all religions. All he asked, before choosing a creed for his people, was 

the evidence upon which to base faith. 54 

The science of psychology in Hindostan, Thibet, and Mongolia, has reached an acme of 

perfection never attained elsewhere in the annals of the marvellous. That such powers are 

not alone due to study, but are natural to every human being, is now proved in Europe 

and America by the phenomena of mesmerism and what is termed “spiritualism.” 55 

Jacolliot, the uncompromising enemy of priestcraft, monastic orders, and the clergy of 

every religion, was so struck with the contrast between the fact-supported cults of India, 

and the empty pretences of Catholicism that, after describing the terrible self-tortures of 

the fakirs, in a burst of honest indignation he gives vent to his feelings — fanatics without 

faith, martyrs without tortures. Away, you are only beggars! 56 

Unless Catholic and Protestant would be as fully satisfied as a Buddhist or Brahman, that 

every crime would be punished and every good deed rewarded, they will make the name 

of Christian hated and despised by every nation outside the boundaries of Christendom. 57 

If Church and priest could but pass out of the sight of the world, as easily as their names 

do now from the eye of our reader, that would be a happy day for humanity. 57 

Primitive peoples have disappeared as vapour vanishes in the air. But Primitive Wisdom 

survives: is attainable by those who will, dare, and remain silent — while those who have 

never known the Truth, demeaned themselves by disfiguring the order of things. 58 
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Part 2 of 2. Primitive peoples have vanished into thin air. 

But Primitive Wisdom-Religion still throbs in the heart of those who will, 

dare, and remain silent. 

State religion is a prop of government; all State religions are exploded humbugs. 59 

If we do not accept Jesus as God, we revere him as a man. Such a feeling honours him 

more than if we were to attribute to him the powers and personality of the Supreme. 60 

There were no atheists in those days of old; no disbelievers or materialists, in the modern 

sense of the word, as there were no bigoted detractors. The views of Pyrrho, whose 

rationalism has become proverbial, can be interpreted only by the light of the oldest 

Hindu philosophy. He cannot be declared as atheist, no more than Kapila, Giordano Bruno, 

or Spinoza, who were also treated as atheists. 61 

Despite missions, despite armies, despite enforced commercial intercourse, the “heathen” 

find nothing in the teachings of Jesus that Krishna and Gautama had not taught them 

before. 62 

So servile are the Catholics in their imitation, and so careful not to give offense to their 

parishioners, that if they happen to have a few higher caste converts in a Church, no 

pariah nor any man of the lower castes, however good a Christian he may be, can be 

admitted into the same Church with them. And yet they dare call themselves the servants 

of Him, who sought in preference the society of the publicans and sinners! 63 

Hymns read at the funeral services, over the body of the departed one. 64 

Even the ethical code of Manu is incomparably higher than that of the Pentateuch of 

Moses, in the literal meaning of which all the uninitiated scholars of two worlds cannot 

find a single proof that the ancient Jews believed either in a future life, or an immortal 

spirit in man, or that Moses himself ever taught it. 65 

Suggested reading for students. 

She being dead, yet speaketh. 68 
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Part 1 of 2. 
Oh Divine Justice, how blasphemed has 

been thy name! A compulsory religion can 
never breed anything but deceit. 

Belief in the expiatory efficacy of blood 
can be traced to the oldest rites. 

 

A hangman’s ghastly record 
of murders and hangings. 

The murderer, overtaken by human justice, is imprisoned, wept 

over by sentimentalists, prayed with, pronounces the charmed 

words of conversion, and goes to the scaffold a redeemed child 

of Jesus! Except for the murder, he would not have been prayed 

with, redeemed, and pardoned. 

From Isis Unveiled, Vol. II, Chapter XI, pp. 543-586. 

HE Chicago Times recently printed the hangman’s record of the first half of 

the present year (1877) — a long and ghastly record of murders and hang-

ings. Nearly every one of these murderers received religious consolation, and 

many announced that they had received God’s forgiveness through the blood of Je-

sus, and were going that day to Heaven! Their conversion was effected in prison. See 

how this ledger-balance of Christian Justice (!) stands: 

These red-handed murderers, urged on by the demons of lust, revenge, cupidity, fa-

naticism, or mere brutal thirst for blood, slew their victims, in most cases, without 

giving them time to repent, or call on Jesus to wash them clean with his blood. They, 

perhaps, died sinful and, of course — consistently with theological logic — met the 

reward of their greater or lesser offenses. But the murderer, overtaken by human 

justice, is imprisoned, wept over by sentimentalists, prayed with and [prayed for], 

pronounces the charmed words of conversion, and goes to the scaffold a redeemed 

child of Jesus! Except for the murder, he would not have been prayed with, re-

deemed, pardoned. Clearly this man did well to murder, for thus he gained eternal 

happiness! And how about the victim, and his or her family, relatives, dependants, 

social relations — has Justice no recompense for them? Must they suffer in this 

world and the next, while he who wronged them sits beside the “holy thief” of Calva-

ry and is forever blessed? On this question the clergy keep a prudent silence. 

Steve Anderson was one of these American criminals — convicted of double murder, 

arson, and robbery. Before the hour of his death he was “converted,” but the record 

T 
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tells us that “his clerical attendants objected to his reprieve, on the ground that they 

felt sure of his salvation [544] should he die then, but could not answer for it if his ex-

ecution was postponed.” We address these ministers and ask them to tell us on what 

grounds they felt sure of such a monstrous thing. How they could feel sure, with the 

dark future before them, and the endless results of this double murder, arson, and 

robbery? They could be sure of nothing, but that their abominable doctrine is the 

cause of three-fourths of the crimes of so-called Christians; that these terrific causes 

must produce like monstrous effects, which in their turn will beget other results, and 

so roll on throughout eternity to an accomplishment that no man can calculate. 

One of the most selfish, cruel, and heartless, crime is the seduc-

tion of a young girl. Society, by an instinct of self-preservation, 

pitilessly judges the victim and ostracizes her. She may be driven 

to infanticide, or self-murder or, if too averse to die, live to plunge 

into a career of vice and crime. All this social disaster comes 

through one man’s selfish passion; shall he be forgiven by Divine 

Justice until his offense is expiated, and punishment fall only up-

on the wretched human scorpions begotten of his lust? 

Or take another crime, one of the most selfish, cruel, and heartless, and yet the most 

frequent — the seduction of a young girl. Society, by an instinct of self-preservation, 

pitilessly judges the victim and ostracizes her. She may be driven to infanticide, or 

self-murder, or if too averse to die, live to plunge into a career of vice and crime. She 

may become the mother of criminals who, as in the now celebrated Jukes, of whose 

appalling details Mr. Dugdale
1
 has published the particulars, breed other genera-

tions of felons to the number of hundreds, in fifty or sixty years. All this social disas-

ter came through one man’s selfish passion; shall he be forgiven by Divine Justice 

until his offense is expiated, and punishment fall only upon the wretched human 

scorpions begotten of his lust? 

If the power to pardon sinners for sinning has been given to 

them, did they also receive the ability (by miracle) to obliterate 

the wrongs done against person or property? Let them restore life 

to the murdered; honour to the dishonoured; property to those 

who have been wronged; and force the scales of human and di-

vine justice to recover their equilibrium. 

An outcry has just been made in England over the discovery that Anglican priests are 

largely introducing auricular confession and granting absolution after enforcing pen-

ances. Inquiry shows the same thing prevailing more or less in the United States. Put 

to the ordeal of cross-examination, the clergy quote triumphantly from the English 

Book of Common Prayer the rubrics,
2
 which clearly give them the absolving authority 

through the power of “God, the Holy Ghost,” committed unto them by the bishop by 

imposition of hands at their ordination. The bishop, questioned, points to Matthew 

                                            
1
 [Richard Louis Dugdale (1841-1883), American merchant and sociologist, best known for his 1877 family 

study, “The Jukes”: A Study in Crime, Pauperism, Disease, and Heredity, also Further Studies of Criminals, With 

an introduction by Elisha Harris, M.D., Corresponding Secretary, Prison Association of N.Y. New York: G.P. Put-

nam’s Sons, 1877; 3rd ed., revised.] 

2
 [Directions for the conduct of Christian church services, often printed in red in a prayer book.] 
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xvi, 19
1
 for the source of his authority to bind and loose on earth those who are to be 

blessed or damned in heaven; and to the apostolic succession for proof of its trans-

mission from Simon bar-Jona
2
 to himself. The present volumes have been written to 

small purpose if they have not shown, 

1, that Jesus, the Christ-God, is a myth concocted two centuries after the real 

Hebrew Jesus died; 

2, that, therefore, he never had any authority to give Peter, or any one else, 

plenary power; 

3, that, even if he had given such authority, the word Petra (rock) referred to 

the revealed truths of the Petrōma, not to him who thrice denied him; and that 

besides, the apostolic succession is a gross and palpable fraud; 

4, that the Gospel according to Matthew is a fabrication based upon a wholly 

different manuscript. The whole thing, therefore, is an imposition alike upon 

priest and penitent. But putting all these points aside for the moment, it suffic-

es to ask these pretended [545] agents of the three gods of the Trinity, how they 

reconcile it with the most rudimental notions of equity, that if the power to par-

don sinners for sinning has been given [to] them, did they not also receive the 

ability by miracle to obliterate the wrongs done against person or property? Let 

them restore life to the murdered; honour to the dishonoured; property to those 

who have been wronged, and force the scales of human and divine justice to re-

cover their equilibrium. Then we may talk of their divine commission to bind 

and loose. Let them say, if they can do this. 

Hitherto the world has received nothing but sophistry — believed on blind faith; we 

ask palpable, tangible evidence of their God’s justice and mercy. But all are silent; no 

answer, no reply; and still the inexorable unerring Law of Compensation [Karman] 

proceeds on its unswerving path. If we but watch its progress, we will find that it ig-

nores all creeds, shows no preferences, but its sunlight and its thunderbolts fall alike 

on heathen and Christian. No absolution can shield the latter when guilty, no anath-

ema hurt the former when innocent. 

Away from us such an insulting conception of divine justice as that preached by 

priests on their own authority. It is fit only for cowards and criminals! If they are 

backed by a whole array of Fathers and Churchmen, we are supported by the great-

est of all authorities, an instinctive and reverential sense of the everlasting and ever-

present law of harmony and justice. 

But besides that of reason, we have other evidence to show that such a construction 

is wholly unwarranted. The Gospels being “Divine revelation,” doubtless Christians 

will regard their testimony as conclusive. Do they affirm that Jesus gave himself as a 

voluntary sacrifice? On the contrary, there is not a word to sustain the idea. They 

                                            
1
 [ “And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall 

be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” KJV] 

2
 [i.e., Apostle Peter. Cf. “And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona <son of Jo-

nah>: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. — Matthew xvi, 17, 

KJV] 
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make it clear that he would rather have lived to continue what he considered his 

mission, and that he died because he could not help it, and only when betrayed. Be-

fore, when threatened with violence, he had made himself invisible by employing the 

mesmeric power over the bystanders, claimed by every Eastern adept, and escaped. 

When, finally, he saw that his time had come, he succumbed to the inevitable. But 

see him in the garden on the Mount of Olives, writhing in agony until “his sweat was, 

as it were, great drops of blood,” praying with fervid supplication that the cup might 

be removed from him; exhausted by his struggle to such a degree that an angel from 

heaven had to come and strengthen him; and say if the picture is that of a self-

immolating hostage and martyr. To crown all, and leave no lingering doubt in our 

minds, we have his own despairing words, “NOT MY WILL, but thine, be done!”
1
 

Again, in the Purānas it may be found that Krishna was nailed to a tree by the arrow 

of a hunter who, begging the dying god to forgive [546] him, receives the following an-

swer: 

“Go, hunter, through my favour, to Heaven, the abode of the gods.” . . . Then 

the illustrious Krishna, having united himself with his own pure, spiritual, in-

exhaustible, inconceivable, unborn, undecaying, imperishable, and universal 

spirit, which is one with Vāsudeva, abandoned his mortal body, and the condi-

tion of the threefold qualities.
2
 

Is not this the original of the story of Christ forgiving the thief on the cross, and 

promising him a place in Heaven? Such examples “challenge inquiry as to their 

origin and meaning so long anterior to Christianity,” says Dr. Lundy in Monumental 

Christianity, and yet to all this he adds: 

The idea of Krishna as a shepherd, I take to be older than either [the Gospel of 

Infancy and that of St. John], and prophetic of Christ. (p. 156) 

Facts like these, perchance, furnished later a plausible pretext for declaring apocry-

phal all such works as the Homilies, which proved but too clearly the utter want of 

any early authority for the doctrine of atonement. The Homilies clash but little with 

the Gospels; they disagree entirely with the dogmas of the Church. Peter knew noth-

ing of the atonement; and his reverence for the mythical father Adam
3
 would never 

have allowed him to admit that this patriarch had sinned and was accursed. Neither 

                                            
1
 Luke  xxii, 42. 

2
 The Vishnu-Purāna: A System of Hindu Mythology and Tradition, translated from the original Sanskrit, and il-

lustrated by notes derived chiefly from other Purānas by the late Horace Hayman Wilson (1786-1860), and edit-
ed by Fitzedward Hall (1825-1901). London: Trübner & Co., 1864-1877; 6-vols. Book V, ch. xxxvii. 

3
 [There are four Adams, one for each of the preceding Root-Races: 

Adam 1, Kadmon, or Heavenly Man (Second Logos). 

Adam 2, of Genesis, the ethereal, Self-born Astral Sons of Yoga (First Root-Race, Self-Existent). 

Adam 3 plus Eve, the sweat-born, asexual Sons of Passive Yoga (early Third Root-Race, Lemurian). 

Adam 4, of Genesis, the womb-born men and women (Fourth Root-Race, Atlantean). 

Students may consult with profit the metaphysical concepts, study notes, and learning aids set out in our Se-
cret Doctrine’s First, Second, and Third Proposition Series. Also, C.A. Bartzokas (Comp. & Ed.). Compassion: 
The Spirit of Truth, Gwernymynydd: Philaletheians UK, 2005; v. 100-2023; 398pp. This is our first Major Work. 

— ED. PHIL.] 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Compassion_the_Spirit_of_Truth/C8GRPtZg6XEC?hl=en&gbpv=0
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Compassion_the_Spirit_of_Truth/C8GRPtZg6XEC?hl=en&gbpv=0


BLAVATSKY SPEAKS SERIES 

ON THE EXPIATORY EFFICACY OF BLOOD 

Oh Divine Justice, how blasphemed has been thy name v. 10.26, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 30 September 2026 

Page 11 of 71 

do the Alexandrian theological schools appear to have been cognizant of this doc-

trine, nor Tertullian; nor was it discussed by any of the earlier Fathers. Philōn repre-

sents the story of the Fall as symbolical, and Origen regarded it the same way as 

Paul, as an allegory.
1
 

O Divine Justice, how blasphemed has been thy name! Belief in 

the propitiatory efficacy of blood can be traced to the oldest rites. 

Hardly a nation remained ignorant of it. 

Whether they will or not, the Christians have to credit the foolish story of Eve’s temp-

tation by a serpent. Besides, Augustine has formally pronounced upon the subject: 

God, by His arbitrary will, has selected beforehand certain persons, without re-

gard to foreseen faith or good actions, and has irretrievably ordained to bestow 

upon them eternal happiness; while He has condemned others in the same way 

to eternal reprobation!! (De dono perseverantiæ, § 25, etc.)
2
 [547] 

Calvin’s promulgation of Divine partiality and bloodthirstiness is 

abhorrent and terrifying. 

Calvin promulgated views of Divine partiality and bloodthirstiness, equally abhor-

rent: 

The human race, corrupted radically in the fall with Adam, has upon it the guilt 

and impotence of original sin; its redemption can be achieved only through an 

incarnation and a propitiation; of this redemption only electing grace can make 

the soul a participant, and such grace, once given, is never lost; this election 

can come only from God, and it includes only a part of the race, the rest being 

left to perdition; election and perdition (the horribile decretum)
3
 are both predes-

tinated in the Divine plan; that plan is a decree, and this decree is eternal and 

unchangeable . . . justification is by faith alone, and faith is the gift of God.
4
 

                                            
1
 See John William Draper (1811-1882), History of the Conflict between Religion and Science, New York: D. Ap-

pleton, 1875; 4th ed., p. 224. 

2
 This is the doctrine of the Supralapsarians, who asserted that “He [God] predestinated the fall of Adam, with 

all its pernicious consequences, from all eternity, and that our first parents had no liberty from the beginning.” 

It is also to this highly moral doctrine that the Catholic world became indebted, in the 11th century, for the in-
stitution of the Order known as the Carthusian monks. Bruno, its founder, was driven to the foundation of this 
monstrous Order by a circumstance well worthy of being recorded here, as it graphically illustrates this divine 
predestination. A friend of Bruno, a French physician, famed far and wide for his extraordinary piety, purity of 
morals, and charity, died, and his body was watched by Bruno himself. Three days after his death, and as he 

was going to be buried, the pious physician suddenly sat up in his coffin and declared, in a loud and solemn 
voice, “that by the just judgment of God he was eternally damned.” After which consoling message from beyond 

the “dark river,” he fell back and relapsed into death. In their turn, the Parsī theologians speak thus: 

“If anyone commit sin under the belief that he shall be saved by somebody, both the deceiver as well as 

the deceived shall be damned to the day of Rastā Khez. . . . There is no saviour. In the other world you 
shall receive the return according to your actions. . . . Your Saviour is your deeds, and God Himself.” 

[Friedrich Max Müller (1823-1900), Chips from a German Workshop, London: Longmans, Green, & Co., 1867-
75. Vol. I, p. 176.] 

3
 [the fearful decree] 

4
 [Jean Calvin (1509-1564), Institutes of the Christian religion, translated from the original Latin, and collated 

with the author’s last edition in French, by John Allen (1771-1839), New-Haven: Hezekiah Howe & Philadelph-
ia: Philip H. Nicklin, 1816. First American edition from the last London edition; 3-vols. Book III.] 
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Every people of antiquity offered animal and even human sacrific-

es to the gods, in the hope of averting thereby public calamity, by 

pacifying the wrath of some avenging deity. 

O Divine Justice, how blasphemed has been thy name! Unfortunately for all such 

speculations, belief in the propitiatory efficacy of blood can be traced to the oldest 

rites. Hardly a nation remained ignorant of it. Every people offered animal and even 

human sacrifices to the gods, in the hope of averting thereby public calamity, by pac-

ifying the wrath of some avenging deity. There are instances of Greek and Roman 

generals offering their lives simply for the success of their army. Cæsar complains of 

it, and calls it a superstition of the Gauls. “They devote themselves to death . . . be-

lieving that unless life is rendered for life the immortal gods cannot be appeased,” he 

writes.
1
 “If any evil is about to befall either those who now sacrifice, or Egypt, may it 

be averted on this head,” was pronounced by the Egyptian priests when sacrificing 

one of their sacred animals.
2
 And imprecations were uttered over the head of the ex-

piatory victim, around whose horns a piece of byblus [papyrus]
3
 was rolled. The an-

imal was generally led to some barren region, sacred to Typhon, in those primitive 

ages when this fatal deity was yet held in a certain consideration by the Egyptians. It 

is in this custom that lies the origin of the “scapegoat” of the Jews who, when the ru-

fous ass-god was rejected by the Egyptians, began sacrificing to another deity the 

“red heifer.” 

“Let all sins that have been committed in this world fall on me that the world may be 

delivered,” exclaimed Gautama, the Hindu Saviour, centuries before our era. [548] 

No one will pretend to assert in our age that it was the Egyptians 

who borrowed anything from the Israelites, as they now accuse 

the Hindus of doing. The precedence of Egypt over the Israelites 

in age, as well as in all the religious rites, is well established. 

Jesus was educated in Egypt, and passed his infancy and youth 

with the Brotherhoods of the Essenes, and other mystic communi-

ties. 

No one will pretend to assert in our own age that it was the Egyptians who borrowed 

anything from the Israelites, as they now accuse the Hindus of doing. Bunsen, Lep-

sius, Champollion, have long since established the precedence of Egypt over the Isra-

elites in age as well as in all the religious rites that we now recognize among the 

“chosen people.” Even the New Testament teems with quotations and repetitions 

from the Book of the Dead, and Jesus, if everything attributed to him by his four bi-

ographers is true — must have been acquainted with the Egyptian Funereal Hymns.
4
 

In the Gospel according to Matthew we find whole sentences from the ancient and 

                                            
1
 [Julius Cæsar (100-44 BCE), Commentarii de Bello Gallico <Commentaries on the Gallic War>, with explana-

tory notes and lexicon by George Stuart (1831-1897). Philadelphia: Eldredge & Brother, 1868. VI, 16.] 

2
 Plutarch, On Isis and Osiris, § 73. 

3
 [The Phœnician City, known to the Greeks as Bŷblos (Βύβλος ), and to the Romans as Byblus, was important 

for their import of papyrus out of Ancient Egypt, to the extent that “byblos” came to mean “papyrus” in Greek. 
The English word Bible ultimately derived from the Greek name of the city Βύβλος. — Cf. Wikipedia.] 

4
 Every tradition shows that Jesus was educated in Egypt, and passed his infancy and youth with the Brother-

hoods of the Essenes, and other mystic communities. 
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sacred Ritual which preceded our era by more than 4,000 years. We will again com-

pare:
1
 

The soul under trial is brought before Osiris, the Lord of Truth, 

who sits decorated with the Egyptian cross, emblem of eternal 

life. 

The “soul” under trial is brought before Osiris, the “Lord of Truth,” who sits decorat-

ed with the Egyptian cross, emblem of eternal life, and holding in his right hand the 

vannus or the flagellum of justice.
2
 The spirit begins, in the “Hall of the Two Truths,” 

an earnest appeal, and enumerates its good deeds, supported by the responses of the 

forty-two assessors — its incarnated deeds and accusers. If justified, it is addressed 

as Osiris, thus assuming the appellation of the Deity whence its divine essence pro-

ceeded, and the following words, full of majesty and justice, are pronounced! 

Let the Osiris go; ye see he is without fault . . . He lived on truth, he has fed on 

truth . . . The god has welcomed him as he desired. He has given food to my 

hungry, drink to my thirsty ones, clothes to my naked. . . . He has made the sa-

cred food of the gods the meat of the spirits.
3
 

In that last and final account, it will be happy for us if we shall 

then find that our influence through life has tended to feed the 

hungry, clothe the naked, and soothe the sorrows of those who 

were sick and in prison. 

In the parable of the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew xxv, 34-36), the Son of Man (Osi-

ris is also called the Son) sits upon the throne of his glory, judging the nations, and 

says to the justified, 

“Come ye blessed of my Father (the God) inherit the kingdom . . . For I was an 

hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink . . . naked 

and [549] ye clothed me.”
4
 

                                            
1
 Bunsen* found some records which show the language and religious worship of the Egyptians, for instance, 

not only existing at the opening of the old Empire, “but already so fully established and fixed as to receive but a 
very slight development in the course of the old, middle, and modern Empires,” and while this opening of the old 

Empire is placed by him beyond the Menes period, at least 4,000 years BCE, the origin of the ancient Hermetic 
prayers and hymns of the Book of the Dead, is assigned by Bunsen to the pre-Menite dynasty of Abydos (be-

tween 4,000 and 4,500 BCE), thus showing that “the system of Osirian worship and mythology was already 
formed 3,000 years before the days of Moses.” 

* [Christian Karl Josias Freiherr von Bunsen (1791-1860), Egypt’s Place in Universal History, translated 

from the German by Charles Herbert Cottrell; with notes and additions by Samuel Birch (1813-1885). 
London: Longman, Brown, Green, & Longmans, 1848-67; 2nd ed., 5-vols. Vol. V, p. 94.] 

2
 It was also called the “hook of attraction.” Virgil terms it “mystica vannus Iacchi” [i.e., the mystical winnowing 

fan belonging to Iacchus, a hieratic form of Bacchus], Georgica, I, 166. 

3
 [Book of the Dead, cxxv, from the Papyrus of Nu; British Museum, No. 10, 477, sheet 24. Madame Blavatsky 

uses portions of the translation by Samuel Birch, as published in von Bunsen’s Egypt’s Place in Universal His-
tory (London, 1848-67; 5-vols.), which is the English translation by C.H. Cottrell of Bunsen’s Ägypten Stelle in 
der Weltgeschichte (Hamburg: Gotha, 1845-57, 8vo.) — Boris de Zirkoff.] 

4
 In an Address to the Delegates of the Evangelical Alliance, New York 1874, Mr. Peter Cooper [1791-1883] a 

Unitarian, and one of the noblest practical Christians of the age, closes it with the following memorable lan-

guage: 

“In that last and final account it will be happy for us if we shall then find that our influence through life 

has tended to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, and soothe the sorrows of those who were sick and 
in prison.” → 
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To complete the resemblance: John is made to describe Christ as Osiris, “whose fan 

(winnow or vannus)
1
 is in his hand,” and who will “purge his floor, and gather his 

wheat into the garner.” (Matthew iii, 12) 

The same in relation to Buddhist legends. In Matthew iv, 19, Jesus is made to say: 

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men,” the whole adapted to a conversation 

between him and Simon Peter and Andrew, his brother. 

In Schmidt’s Der Weise und der Thör,
2
 a work full of anecdotes about Buddha and 

his disciples, the whole from original texts, it is said of a new convert to the faith, 

that “he had been caught by the hook of the doctrine, just as a fish, who has [been] 

caught at the bait and line, is securely pulled out.” In the temples of Siam the image 

of the expected Buddha, the Messiah Maitreya, is represented with a fisherman’s net 

in the hand, while in Thibet he holds a kind of a trap. The explanation of it reads as 

follows: 

He [the Buddha] disseminates upon the Ocean of birth and decay the Lotus-

flower of the excellent law as a bait; with the loop of devotion, never cast out in 

vain, he brings living beings up like fishes, and carries them to the other side of 

the river, where there is true understanding.
3
 

Had the erudite Archbishop Cave, Grabe, and Dr. Parker, who so zealously contend-

ed in their time for the admission of the Epistles of Jesus Christ and Abgarus, King of 

Edessa, into the Canon of the Scripture, lived in our days of Max Müller and Sanskrit 

scholarship, we doubt whether they would have acted as they did. The first mention 

of these Epistles ever made, was by the famous Eusebius. This pious bishop seems 

to have been self-appointed to furnish Christianity with the most unexpected proofs 

to corroborate its wildest fancies. Whether [550] among the many accomplishments of 

the Bishop of Cæsarea, we must include a knowledge of the Sinhalese, Pahlavi, 

Thibetan, and other languages we know not; but he surely transcribed the letters of 

Jesus and Abgarus, and the story of the miraculous portrait of Christ taken on a 

piece of cloth, by the simple wiping of his face, from the Buddhistical Canon. To be 

sure, the bishop declared that he found the letter himself written in Syriac, preserved 

among the registers and records of the city of Edessa, where Abgarus reigned.
4
 We 

                                                                                                                                    
Such words from a man who has given two million dollars in charity; educated four thousand young girls in 
useful arts, by which they gain a comfortable support; maintained a free public library, museum, and reading-
room; classes for working people; public lectures by eminent scientists, open to all; and been foremost in all 
good works, throughout a long and blameless life, come with the noble force that marks the utterances of all 

benefactors of their kind. The deeds of Peter Cooper will cause posterity to treasure his golden sayings in its 
heart. 

1
 [A specially shaped winnowing basket, in which grain is shaken in the process of winnowing, with the shape 

of the basket allowing the chaff to spill out more readily.] 

2
 Isaak Jakob Schmidt (1779-1847), Aus dem Tibetischen Übersetzt und mit dem Originaltexte Herausgegeben. 

[Translated from the Tibetan, and Published with the Original text], St. Petersburg: W. Gräff’s Erben, and Leip-
zig: Leopold Voss; 1843; 2-vols. 

3
 Emil Schlagintweit (1835-1904), Buddhism in Tíbet Illustrated by Literary Documents and Objects of Religious 
Worship. With an Account of the Buddhist Systems Preceding it in India, Leipzig: F.A. Brockhaus, 1863, and 
London: Trübner & Co., 1863; p. 213. 

[“All that Schlagintweit and others have written about the Nirmānakāya body is erroneous,” refer to “The 
Masque of Love,” p. 41, endnote 46, in our Masque of Love Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

4
 Eusebius,* Ecclesiastical History, I, xiii. → 
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recall the words of Babrias:
1
 “Myth, O son of King Alexander, is an ancient human 

invention of Syrians, who lived in old time under Ninus and Belus.” Edessa was one 

of the ancient “holy cities.” The Arabs venerate it to this day; and the purest Arabic is 

there spoken. They call it still by its ancient name Orfa, once the city Arpha-Kasda 

(Arphaxad), the seat of a College of Chaldeans and Magi; whose missionary, called 

Orpheus, brought thence the Bacchic Mysteries to Thrace. Very naturally, Eusebius 

found there the tales which he wrought over into the story of Abgarus, and the sa-

cred picture taken on a cloth; as that of Bhagavat, or the blessed Tathāgata (Bud-

dha)
2
 was obtained by King Bimbisāra.

3
 The King having brought it, Bhagavat pro-

jected his shadow on it.
4
 This bit of “miraculous stuff,” with its shadow, is still pre-

served, say the Buddhists; “only the shadow itself is rarely seen.”
5
 

A well is “the fountain of salvation.” The water is the male princi-

ple in its spiritual sense. But in its physical relation in the allegory 

of Creation, water is chaos (undifferentiated matter), and chaos is 

the female principle vivified by the Spirit of God — the male prin-

ciple. 

 

  

                                                                                                                                    
* [Eusebius means reverent, holy, and godly. Yet the Bishop of Cæsarea was irreverent, unholy, and 

godless; a “prince of patristic liars” and “dishonest writers,” as he is called by Baron Bunsen. — ED. 

PHIL.] 

1
 [Babrius (Βάβριος, in Ancient Greek) fl.  c.  200, also known as Babrias (Βαβρίας ) or Gabrias (Γαβρίας ), was 

the author of a collection of Greek fables, many of which are known today as Æsop’s Fables.] 

2
 Tathāgata is Buddha, “he who walks in the footsteps of his predecessors”; as Bhagavat — he is the Lord [liter-

ally; Krishna is also designated by the same title.] 

3
 We have the same legend about St. Veronica — as a pendant. 

4
 Eugène Burnouf (1801-1852), Introduction à l’histoire du bouddhisme indien, Paris: Imprimerie Royale, 1844; 

2nd ed., p. 341. 

5
 [See the same story in the Tibetan Kanjur, Dulvā, V, fol. 30. Cf. Alexander Csoma de Körös, born Sándor 

Kőrösi Csoma (c. 1784-1842), On the Kanjur (Tibetan bKah-hgyur), “Translation of the Word,” the first part of 

the Tibetan Buddhist Canon, p. 164. The Kanjur contains 108 volumes, some of which concern the Vinaya *  or 

monastic discipline, while others set forth the Prajñā Pāramitā philosophy, and expound the Trikāya and the 
Ālaya Vijñāna doctrines. The second part of the Tibetan Canon is the Tanjur (Tibetan bStan-hgyur) or “Transla-

tion of Treatises.” This collection contains 225 volumes of works by Indian masters, being partly commentaries 
on the Sūtras, and partly on the Tantras. The Tibetan Canon consists mainly of translations from the Sanskrit 
and the Chinese, collected and arranged into the above two groups by Butön Rinchen Drup (1290-1394), a Ti-

betan scholar.* *  Only partial translations into English are available, such as the Analysis of the Dulvā, Portion 

of the Tibetan Work Entitled Kah-gyur, by Alexander Csoma de Körös, Calcutta: Asiatic Researches, 1836; 39. — 
Cf. Bibliographical Note in Isis Unveiled, II p. 819, by Boris de Zirkoff. 

* The progenitrix of affection, Secret Doctrine II, p. 528. — ED. PHIL. 

* * Butön Rinchen Drup was the 11th Abbot of Shalu Monastery, a 14th-century Sakya master, and Ti-

betan Buddhist leader. Shalu was the first of the major monasteries to be built by noble families of the 

Tsang dynasty during Tibet’s great revival of Buddhism, and was an important centre of the Sakya tradi-
tion. Butön was not merely a capable administrator but he is remembered to this very day as a prodi-
gious scholar and writer. He is Tibet’s most celebrated historian. — Cf. Wikipedia.] 
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In like manner, the Gnostic author of the Gospel according to John, copied and met-

amorphosed the legend of Ānanda who asked drink of a Mātamgī woman — the anti-

type of the woman met by Jesus at the well,
1
 [551] and was reminded by her that she 

belongs to a low caste, and may have nothing to do with a holy monk. “I do not ask 

thee, my sister,” answers Ananda to the woman, “either thy caste or thy family, I only 

ask thee for water, if thou canst give me some.”
2
 This Mātamgī woman, charmed and 

moved to tears, repents, joins the monastic Order of Gautama, and becomes a saint, 

rescued from a life of unchastity by Śākyamuni. Many of her subsequent actions 

were used by Christian forgers, to endow Mary Magdalen and other female saints 

and martyrs. 

“And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water 

only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his re-

ward,” says the Gospel (Matthew x, 42). Says the Buddhist Canon: 

Whosoever, with a purely believing heart, offers nothing but a handful of water, 

or presents so much to the spiritual assembly, or gives drink therewith to the 

poor and needy, or to a beast of the field; this meritorious action will not be ex-

hausted in many ages.
3
 

  

                                            
1
 Moses was a most notable practitioner of Hermetic Science. Bearing in mind that Moses (Asarsiph) is made to 

run away to the Land of Midian, and that he “sat down by a well” (Exodus ii, 15), we find the following: 

The “Well” played a prominent part in the Mysteries of the Bacchic festivals. In the sacerdotal language 
of every country, it had the same significance. A well is “the fountain of salvation” mentioned in Isaiah 
(xii, 3). The water is the male principle in its spiritual sense. In its physical relation in the allegory of 

creation, the water is chaos [undifferentiated matter], and chaos is the female principle vivified by the 
Spirit of God — the male principle. In the Kabbalah, Zakhar means “male”; and the Jordan was called 
Zacchar (An Universal History, Vol. II, p. 429). It is curious that the Father of St. John the Baptist, the 

Prophet of Jordan — Zacchar — should be called Zachar-ias. One of the names of Bacchus is Zagreus. 
The ceremony of pouring water on the shrine was sacred in the Osirian rites as well as in the Mosaic in-
stitutions. In the Mishnah it is said, “Thou shalt dwell in Sukkah and pour out water seven, and the 

pipes six days” (Mishnah Sukkah, iv, 1). “Take virgin earth . . . and work up the dust with living WATER,” 
prescribes the Zohar (Kabbala Denudata,” II, pp. 220, 221). Only “earth and water, according to Moses, 
can bring forth a living soul,” quotes Cornelius Agrippa. The water of Bacchus was considered to impart 
the Holy Pneuma to the initiate; and it washes off all sin by baptism through the Holy Ghost, with the 

Christians. The “well” in the kabbalistic sense, is the mysterious emblem of the Secret Doctrine. “If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me and drink,” says Jesus (John vii, 37). 

Therefore, Moses the adept, is naturally enough represented sitting by a well. He is approached by the seven 

daughters of the Kenite Priest of Midian coming to fill the troughs, to water their father’s flock. Here we have 
seven again — the mystic number. In the present Biblical allegory the daughters represent the seven occult 
powers. “The shepherds came and drove them [the seven daughters] away, but Moses stood up and helped 

them, and watered their flock.” [Exodus ii, 17] The shepherds are shown, by some kabbalistic interpreters, to 

represent the seven “badly-disposed Stellars” of the Nazarenes; for in the old Samaritan text the number of 
these Shepherds is also said to be seven (see kabbalistic books). 

Then Moses, who had conquered the seven evil Powers, and won the friendship of the seven occult and benefi-

cent ones, is represented as living with the Reuel [a non-Israelite], Priest of Midian, who invites “the Egyptian” 
to eat bread, i.e., to partake of his wisdom. In the Bible the elders of Midian are known as great soothsayers 

and diviners. Finally, Reuel or Jethro, the initiator and instructor of Moses, gives him in marriage his daughter. 
This daughter is Zipporah, i.e., the esoteric Wisdom, the shining light of knowledge, for Siphrā means the “shin-

ing” or “resplendent,” from the word “Shapar” to shine. Sippara, in Chaldea, was the city of the “Sun.” Thus 
Moses was initiated by the Midianite, or rather the Kenite, and thence the biblical allegory. 

2
 [É. Burnouf, op. cit., p. 205.] 

3
 Isaak Jakob Schmidt (1779-1847), Der Weise und der Thör. Aus dem Tibetischen Übersetzt und mit dem Origi-
naltexte Herausgegeben [The Wise Man and the Fool. Translated from the Tibetan and Published with the Orig-
inal Text], St. Petersburg: W. Gräff’s Erben, and Leipzig: Leopold Voss; 1843; 2-vols. Vol. II, p. 37. 
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At the hour of Gautama-Buddha’s birth there were 32,000 wonders performed. The 

clouds stopped immovable in the sky, the waters of the rivers ceased to flow; the 

flowers ceased unbudding; the birds [552] remained silent and full of wonder; all Na-

ture remained suspended in her course, and was full of expectation. 

There was a preternatural light spread all over the world; animals suspended 

their eating; the blind saw; and the lame and dumb were cured . . . 
1
 

We now quote from the Protevangelion: 

At the hour of the Nativity, as Joseph looked up into the air, I saw [he says] the 

clouds astonished, and the fowls of the air stopping in the midst of their flight . 

. . And I beheld the sheep dispersed, and yet the sheep stood still; . . . and I 

looked into a river, and saw the kids with their mouths close to the water, and 

touching it, but they did not drink. 

Then a bright cloud overshadowed the cave . . . But on a sudden the cloud be-

came a great light in the cave, so that their eyes could not bear it . . . The hand 

of Salome, which was withered, was straightway cured . . . The blind saw; the 

lame and dumb were cured.
2
 

When sent to school, the young Gautama, without having ever studied, completely 

worsted
3
 all his competitors; not only in writing, but in arithmetic, mathematics, 

metaphysics, wrestling, archery, astronomy, geometry, and finally vanquished his 

own professors by giving the definition of sixty-four kinds of writings, which were 

unknown to the masters themselves.
4
 

And this is what is said again in the Gospel of the Infancy: 

And when he [Jesus] was twelve years old . . . a certain principal Rabbi asked 

him, “Hast thou read books?” . . . and a certain astronomer . . . asked the Lord 

Jesus, whether he had studied astronomy. And Lord Jesus explained to him . . 

. about the spheres . . . about the physics and metaphysics. Also, things that 

reason of man had never discovered . . . The constitutions of the body, how the 

soul operated upon the body, etc. . . . And, at this, the master was so surprised 

                                            
1
 Rgya tch’er rol pa, Vol. II, pp. 80, 81, 90, 91, etc.; Henry Alabaster (d. 1884), The Wheel of the Law. Bud-
dhism, Illustrated from Siamese Sources by the Modern Buddhist, a Life of Buddha, and an Account of the 
Phrabat. London: Trübner, 1871. pp. 105-6. [Note: “Life of Buddha” translated “from a popular Siamese work, 

Pathomma Somphothiyan.”] 

2
 The Protoevangelion [First Gospel, ascribed to James], ch. xiii and xiv. In: William Hone (1780-1842), The 
Apocryphal New Testament: being all the Gospels Epistles, and Other Pieces Now Extant, Attributed in the First 
Four Centuries to Jesus Christ, His Apostles, and their Companions, and Not Included in the New Testament by 
its compilers. William Hone’s edition, first published in 1820, incorporating the translations of Jeremiah Jones 

(1693-1724) for the Apocryphal books, and of Archbishop William Wake (1657-1737) for the Apostolic Fathers. 
London: William Reeves, 1820 2nd ed., Boston: Bazin & Ellsworth, 1821, from the last London ed., and Boston: 
N.H. Whitaker, 1846. 

3
 [defeated thoroughly] 

4
 George Turnour Jnr. (1799-1843), An Examination of the Pālī Buddhistical Annals, III, p. 28, from the “Jour-

nal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland.” Cf. Rev. Robert Spence Hardy (1863-1868), A 

Manual of Buddhism in Its Modern Development, translated from the Singhalese. New Delhi: Munshiram Mano-
harlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd, 1853; p. 153; Lalitavistara Sūtra, x, xii. 
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that he said: “I believe this boy was born before Noah . . . he is more learned 

than any master.”
1
 

In order to acquaint ourselves with the historical Jesus, we have 

to set the mythical Christ entirely aside, and learn all we can of 

the man in the first Gospel of Matthew. His doctrines, religious 

views, and grandest aspirations will be found in his Sermon on 

the Mount.
2
 

The precepts of Hillel,
3
 who died ten years CE, appear rather as quotations than orig-

inal expressions in the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus taught the world nothing that 

had not been taught as earnestly before by other masters. He begins his sermon with 

certain purely Buddhistic [533] precepts that had found acceptance among the Es-

senes, and were generally practiced by the Orphikoi, and the Neo-Platonists. There 

were the Philhellenes who, like Apollonius, had devoted their lives to moral and phys-

ical purity, and who practiced asceticism. He tries to imbue the hearts of his audi-

ence with a scorn for worldly wealth; a fakir-like unconcern for the morrow; love for 

humanity, poverty, and chastity. He blesses the poor in spirit,
4
 the meek, the hun-

gering and the thirsting after righteousness, the merciful and the peacemakers and, 

Buddha-like, leaves but a poor chance for the proud castes to enter into the kingdom 

of heaven. Every word of his sermon is an echo of the essential principles of monastic 

Buddhism. The ten commandments of Buddha, as found in an appendix to the 

Pratimoksha Sūtra (Pāli-Burman text), are elaborated to their full extent in Matthew. 

If we desire to acquaint ourselves with the historical Jesus we have to set the mythi-

cal Christ entirely aside, and learn all we can of the man in the first Gospel. His doc-

trines, religious views, and grandest aspirations will be found concentrated in his 

sermon. 

This is the principal cause of the failure of missionaries to convert Brāhmanists and 

Buddhists. These see that the little of really good that is offered in the new religion is 

paraded only in theory, while their own faith demands that those identical rules shall 

be applied in practice. Notwithstanding the impossibility for Christian missionaries 

to understand clearly the spirit of a religion wholly based on that doctrine of emana-

tion, which is so inimical to their own theology, the reasoning powers of some simple 

Buddhistical preachers are so high, that we see a scholar like Gützlaff ,
5
 utterly si-

lenced and put to great straits by Buddhists.
6
 

                                            
1
 The Arabic Gospel of the Infancy, §§ 48, 50-52 (ch. xx, xxi, Hone), accepted by Eusebius, Athanasius, Epipha-

nius, Chrysostom, Jerome, and others. The same story, with the Hindu earmarks rubbed off to avoid detection, 
is found in Luke ii, 46, 47. 

2
 [Matthew 5-7.] 

3
 [Also known as Hillel the Elder, or Hillel the Babylonian, was a Jewish religious leader, sage, and scholar as-

sociated with the development of the Mishnah and the Talmud, and the founder of the House of Hillel school of 
Tannaïm.] 

4
 [i.e., truly humble.] 

5
 [Karl Friedrich August Gützlaff (1803-1851), German Lutheran missionary to the Far East, notable as one of 

the first Protestant missionaries in Bangkok, Thailand (1828). and the first Lutheran missionary to China 
(1831-1848).] 

6
 Henry Alabaster (d. 1884), The Wheel of the Law. Buddhism, Illustrated from Siamese Sources by the Modern 

Buddhist, a Life of Buddha, and an Account of the Phrabat. London: Trübner, 1871. pp. 20-26 [Note: “Life of 

Buddha” translated “from a popular Siamese work, Pathomma Somphothiyan.”] 
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Judson,
1
 the famous Baptist missionary in Burma, confesses, in his Journal,

2
 the 

difficulties to which he was often driven by them. Speaking of a certain Ooyan, he 

remarks that his strong mind was capable of grasping the most difficult subjects. 

“His words,” he remarks, “are as smooth as oil, as sweet as honey, and as sharp as 

razors; his mode of reasoning is soft, insinuating, and acute; and so adroitly does he 

act his part, that . . . I with the strength of truth, [was] scarcely able to keep him 

down.” It appears though, that at a later period of his mission, Mr. Judson found 

that he had utterly mistaken the doctrine. “I begin to find,” he says, “that the semi-

atheism, which I had sometimes mentioned, is nothing but a refined Buddhism, hav-

ing its foundation in the Buddhistic Scriptures.” Thus he discovered at last that while 

there is in Buddhism “a generic term of most exalted perfection actually applied to 

numerous individuals, a Buddha superior to the whole host of subordinate deities, 

there are also lurking in the [554] system the glimmerings of an anima mundi anteri-

or to, and even superior to, Buddha.”
3
 

This is a happy discovery, indeed! 

Even the so-slandered Chinese believe in One, Highest God. “The Supreme Ruler of 

Heavens.” Yuh-Hwang Shang-ti has his name inscribed only on the golden tablet be-

fore the altar of heaven at the great temple at Pekin, T’ien-t’ān. Says Colonel Yule: 

This worship is mentioned by the Mohammedan narrator of Shah Rukh’s em-

bassy (AD 1421): “Every year there are some days on which the emperor eats no 

animal food . . . He spends his time in an apartment which contains no idol, 

and says that he is worshipping the God of Heaven.”
4
 

As man is too weak to appeal directly the Highest God, he must 

address his prayers and sacrifices to the intermediate divinities, 

to whom the day-to-day management of the world has been en-

trusted by the Highest. 

Speaking of Shahrastānī, the great Arabian scholar, Chwolsohn says that for him 

Sabæism was not astrolatry, as many are inclined to think. He thought 

. . . that God is too sublime and too great to occupy Himself with the immediate 

management of this world; that He has, therefore, transferred the government 

thereof to the gods, and retained only the most important affairs for Himself; 

that further, man is too weak to be able to apply immediately to the Highest; 

that he must, therefore, address his prayers and sacrifices to the intermediate 

divinities, to whom the management of the world has been entrusted by the 

                                            
1
 [Adoniram Judson (1788-1850), American Particular Baptist missionary; worked in Burma for almost 40 

years.] 

2
 [In: Ann Hasseltine Judson (1789-1826), An Account of the American Baptist Mission to the Burma Empire, 

London 1827.] 

3
 Edward Upham (1776-1834), The History and Doctrine of Budhism, Popularly Illustrated: With Notices of the 
Kappooism, or Demon Worship, and of the Bali, or Planetary Incantations of Ceylon. London: Printed for R. 
Ackermann, 1829; p. 135. Dr. Judson [1788-1850] fell into this prodigious error by reason of his fanaticism. In 

his zeal to “save souls,” he refused to peruse the Burmese classics, lest his attention should be diverted there-
by. 

4
 Sir Henry Yule (1820-1889), The Indian Antiquary: a Journal of Oriental Research. Vol. II, p. 81; The Book of 
Ser Marco Polo, the Venetian, Concerning the Kingdoms and Marvels of the East. London: John Murray, 1875, 
2nd ed. revised, Vol. I, p. 441. 
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Highest. [Chwolsohn argues that this idea is as old as the world, and that] in 

the heathen world this view was universally shared by the cultivated.
1
 

Father C. Borri,
2
 a Portuguese missionary, who was sent to convert the “poor hea-

then” of Cochin-China, as early as the sixteenth century, 

. . . protests in despair [in his narrative] that there is not a dress, office, or cer-

emony in the Church of Rome, to which the Devil has not here provided some 

counterpart. Even when [the Father] began inveighing against the idols, he was 

answered that these were the images of departed great men, whom they wor-

shipped exactly in the same principle and manner, as the Catholics did the im-

ages of the apostles and martyrs.
3
 

The philosophy of Buddhism ignores images and fetishes. Its pos-

itive vitality lies in the highest conception of man’s inner self. 

Moreover, these idols have importance but in the eyes of the ignorant multitudes. 

The philosophy of Buddhism ignores images and fetishes. Its strongest vitality lies in 

its psychological conceptions of man’s inner self. The road to the supreme state of fe-

licity, called the Ford of Nirvāna, winds its invisible paths through the spiritual, not 

physical life of a person while on this earth. The sacred Buddhistical literature points 

the way by stimulating man to follow [555] practically the example of Gautama. 

Therefore, the Buddhistical writings lay a particular stress on the spiritual privileges 

of man, advising him to cultivate his powers for the production of meipo (phenome-

na) during life,
4
 and for the attainment of Nirvāna in the hereafter. 

But turning again from the historical to the mythical narratives, invented alike about 

Krishna, Buddha, and Christ, we find the following: 

Setting a model for the Christian avatāra and the archangel Gabriel to follow, the 

luminous Santushita (Bodhisattva) appeared to Mahā-māyā “like a cloud in the 

moonlight, coming from the north, and in his hand holding a white lotus.” He an-

nounced to her the birth of her son, and circumambulating the queen’s couch thrice 

“ . . . passed away from the deva-loka and was conceived in the world of men.”
5
 The 

resemblance will be found still more perfect upon examining the illustrations in 

mediæval psalters,
6
 and the panel-paintings of the sixteenth century — in the 

Church of Jouy, for instance, in which the Virgin is represented kneeling, with her 

hands uplifted toward the Holy Ghost, and the unborn child is miraculously seen 

through her body — and then finding the same subject treated in the identical way in 

the sculptures in certain convents in Thibet. In the Pali-Buddhistic Annals, and other 

                                            
1
 Daniel Abramovich Chwolson (1819-1911). Die Ssabier und der Ssabismus [The Sabians and Sabianism], St. 

Petersburg: Buchdruckerei der Kaiserlichen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1856; 2-vols. Vol. I, pp. 725-26. 

2
 [Christoforo Borri (1583-1632), Jesuit missionary in Vietnam, mathematician, and astronomer.] 

3
 Hugh Murray (1779-1846), Historical Account of Discoveries and Travels in Asia, from the Earliest Ages to the 
Present Time, Edinburgh: Printed for A. Constable & Co., and in London: Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, Brown, 
1820; 3-vols. Vol. III, p. 249. 

4
 [Cf. Also, the Second Object of the Theosophical Society. — ED. PHIL.] 

5
 Robert Spence Hardy, A Manual of Buddhism, op. cit., p. 142. 

6
 See Thomas Inman (1820-1876), Ancient Pagan and Modern Christian Symbolism, London: Trübner & Co., 

1875; 2nd ed. p. 131. 
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religious records, it is stated that Māyādevī and all her attendants were constantly 

gratified with the sight of the infant Bodhisattva quietly developing within his moth-

er’s bosom and beaming already, from his place of gestation, upon humanity “the re-

splendent moonshine of his future benevolence.”
1
 

Ānanda, the cousin and future disciple of Śākyamuni, is represented as having been 

born at the same time. He appears to have been the original for the old legends about 

John the Baptist. For example, the Pāli narrative relates that Mahā-Māyā, while 

pregnant with the sage, paid a visit to his mother, as Mary did to the mother of the 

Baptist. Immediately, as she entered the apartment, the unborn Ānanda greeted the 

unborn Buddha-Siddhārtha, who also returned the salutation; and in like manner 

the babe, afterward John the Baptist, leaped in the womb of Elizabeth when Mary 

came in.
2
 More even that that; for Didron describes a scene of salutation, painted on 

shutters at Lyons, between Elizabeth and Mary, in which the two unborn infants, 

both pictured as outside their mothers, are also saluting each other.
3
 

If we turn now to Krishna and attentively compare the prophecies respecting him, as 

collected in the Ramatsariarian traditions of the [556] Atharva, the Vedāngas, and the 

Vedāntas,
4
 with passages in the Bible and apocryphal Gospels, of which it is pre-

tended that some presage the coming of Christ, we shall find very curious facts. The 

following are examples: 

 

                                            
1
 Rgya tch’er rol pa, ch. vi, in the Second Volume of the Fifth Section of the Tibetan Kanjur, op. cit.; also, The 
Wheel of the Law, op. cit., p. 100. 

2
 Luke i, 39-45. 

3
 Adolphe-Napoléon Didron (1806-1867), Iconographie Chrétienne. Histoire de Dieu, Paris 1843. In: Collection de 
documents inédits sur l’histoire de France; 3me série, Paris: Imprimerie Nationale, 1835; p. 287. English transla-
tion from the original French by Ellen J. Millington, Christian iconography: or, The history of Christian Art in the 
Middle Ages, London: Henry G. Bohn, 1851-1891; 2-vols. And Manuel d’iconographie chrétienne grecque et 
latine, avec une introduction et des notes par M. Didron. Traduit du manuscrit Byzantin, Le Guide de la Peinture 
par Paul Durand. [Manual of Greek and Latin Christian Iconography, with an introduction and notes by M. Di-

dron. Translated from the Byzantine manuscript “The Guide to Painting,” by Paul Durand], Paris, Imprimerie 
Royale, 1845; p. 156. 

4
 There are numerous works deduced immediately from the Vedas, called the Upaveda. Four works are includ-

ed under this denomination, namely, the Ayur, Gāndharva, Dhanur, and Sthāpatya. The third Upaveda was 

composed by Viśvamitra for the use of the Kshatriyas, the warrior caste. 
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 From the Hindu Books1 From the Christian Books 

“He [the Redeemer] shall come, crowned 

with lights, the pure fluid issuing from 

the great soul . . . dispersing darkness.” 

(Atharva)  

“The people [of Galilee of the Gentiles] 

which sat in darkness saw great light.” 

(Matthew iv, 16, from Isaiah ix, 1, 2) 

“In the early part of the Kālī-Yuga shall 

be born the son of the Virgin.” (Vedānta)  

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear 

a son.” (Isaiah vii, 14, quoted in Matthew 

i, 23) 

“The Redeemer shall come, and the ac-

cursed Rākshasas shall fly for refuge to 

the deepest hell.” (Atharva)  

“Behold now that Jesus of Nazareth, with 

the brightness of his glorious divinity, put 

to flight all the horrid powers of darkness 

and death.” (Nicodemus, xviii, 3) 

“He shall come, and life will defy death 

. . . and he shall revivify the blood of all 

beings, shall regenerate all bodies, and 

purify all souls.” 

“And I give unto them eternal life; and 

they shall never perish.” (John x, 28) 

“He shall come, and all animated beings, 

all the flowers, plants, men, women, the 

infants, the slaves . . . shall together in-

tone the chant of joy, for he is the Lord of 

all creatures . . . he is infinite, for he is 

power, for he is wisdom, for he is beauty, 

for he is all and in all.” 

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! behold, 

thy King cometh unto thee; he is just . . . 

for how great is his goodness, and how 

great is his beauty! Corn shall make the 

young men cheerful, and new wine the 

maids.” (Zechariah ix, 9, 17) 

“He shall come, more sweet than honey 

and ambrosia, more pure than the lamb 

without spot.” (ibid.) 

“Behold the lamb of God.” (John i, 36) 

“He was brought as a lamb to the slaugh-

ter.” (Isaiah liii, 7) 

“Happy the blest womb that shall bear 

him.” (ibid.) 

“Blessed art thou among women, and 

blessed is the fruit of thy womb.” (Luke i, 

42); “Blessed is the womb that bare 

thee.” (ibid., xi, 27) 

“For God shall manifest His glory, and 

make His power resound, and shall rec-

oncile Himself with His creatures.” (ibid.) 

Jesus “manifested forth His glory.” (John 

ii, 11) “God was in Christ, reconciling the 

world unto himself.” (2 Corinthians v, 19) 

“It is in the bosom of a woman that the 

ray of the Divine splendour will receive 

human form, and she shall bring forth, 

being a virgin, for no impure contact shall 

have defiled her.” (Vedāngas )  

“Being an unparalleled instance, without 

any pollution or defilement, and a virgin 

not knowing any man shall bring forth a 

son, and a maid shall bring forth the 

Lord.” (Gospel of the Birth of Mary iii, 5) 

→ [557] 

                                            
1
 [Cf. Louis Jacolliot (1837-1890), The Bible in India: Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian Revelation [Trans-

lated from his La Bible dans l’Inde ] , New York: Carleton, 1870; pp. 220-21.] 
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As Vedic prophecies preceded Christianity, so Krishna preceded 

Christ. 

Let there be exaggeration or not in attributing to the Atharva-Veda, and the other 

books such a great antiquity, the fact remains that these prophecies and their reali-

zation preceded Christianity, and Krishna preceded Christ.
1
 That is all we need care 

to inquire. 

Krishna and Apollo are the Good Shepherds. 

One is completely overwhelmed with astonishment upon reading Dr. Lundy’s Monu-

mental Christianity. It would be difficult to say whether an admiration for the au-

thor’s erudition, or amazement at his serene and unparalleled sophistry is stronger. 

He has gathered a world of facts which prove that the religions, far more ancient 

than Christianity, of Krishna, Buddha, and Osiris had anticipated even its minutest 

symbols. His materials come from no forged papyri, no interpolated Gospels, but 

from sculptures on the walls of ancient temples, from monuments, inscriptions, and 

other archaic relics, only mutilated by the hammers of iconoclasts, the cannon of fa-

natics, and the effects of time. He shows us Krishna and Apollo as good shepherds; 

Krishna holding the cruciform ānkh and the chakra, and Krishna “crucified in 

space,” as he calls it.
2
 Of this figure — borrowed by Dr. Lundy from Moor’s Hindoo 

Pantheon — it may be truly said that it is calculated to petrify a Christian with aston-

ishment, for it is the crucified Christ of Romish art to the last degree of resemblance. 

Not a feature is lacking; and, the author says of it himself:
3
 

. . . [this] representation I believe to be anterior to Christianity . . . It looks like 

a Christian crucifix in many respects . . . The drawing, the attitude, the nail-

marks in hands and feet, indicate a Christian origin, while the Parthian coronet 

of seven points, the absence of the wood, and of the usual inscription, and the 

rays of glory above, would seem to point to some other than a Christian origin. 

Can it be the Victim-Man, or the Priest and Victim both in one, of the Hindu 

mythology, who offered himself a sacrifice before the worlds were? Can it be 

Plato’s Second God who impressed himself on the universe in the form of the 

cross? Or is it his divine man who would be scourged, tormented, fettered; have 

his eyes burnt out; and lastly . . . would be crucified?”
4
 

                                            
1
 [And, similarly, India preceded Greece. See “India is the Mother of Greece,” and “Pococke’s India in 

Greece (1852),” in our Hellenic and Hellenistic Papers Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 John Patterson Lundy (1823-1892), Monumental Christianity; or, The Art and Symbolism of the Primitive 
Church as Witnesses and Teachers of the One Catholic Faith and Practice. New York: J.W. Bouton, 1876, figure 

72 [Refer to Drawing overleaf, from our Buddhas and Initiates Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

3
 ibid., p. 173. 

4
 Republic, Bk. II, 362 A. 
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Archaic Wisdom Religion is Divine Wisdom-Power-Knowledge; an 

All-embracing Religion and Science of Truth and Impartiality — 

not authority — and revealer of the origin of faiths. In short, it is 

the Religion of Reason (Gnosis).
1
 

It is all that and much more; Archaic Religious Philosophy was universal. 

As it is, Dr. Lundy contradicts Moor,
2
 and maintains that this figure is that of 

Vithobā, one of the avatāras of Vishnu, hence Krishna, and anterior to Christianity, 

which is a fact not very easily to be put down. And yet, although he finds it prophetic 

of Christianity, he thinks it has no relation whatever to Christ! His only reason is 

that:— 

. . . in a Christian crucifix the glory always comes from the sacred head; here it 

is from above and beyond . . . The Pundit’s Vithobā then, given to Moor, would 

seem to be the crucified Krishna, the shepherd-god of Mathurā [558] . . . a Sav-

iour — the Lord of the covenant, as well as Lord of heaven and earth — pure 

and impure, light and dark, good and bad, peaceful and war-like, amiable and 

wrathful, mild and turbulent, forgiving and vindictive, God and a strange mixture 

of man, but not the Christ of the Gospels.” 

Brahmā is at once both sacrificer and victim — victim in His Son Krish-

na, who came to die on earth for our salvation — and yet, it is the man 

Jesus as well as the man Krishna, for both were united to their Chris-

tos. 

Now all these qualities must pertain to Jesus, as well as to Krishna. The very fact 

that Jesus was a man upon the mother’s side — even though he were a God, implies 

as much. His behaviour toward the fig tree, and his self-contradictions in Matthew, 

where at one time he promises peace on earth, and at another the sword, etc., are 

proofs in this direction. Undoubtedly this cut was never intended to represent Jesus 

of Nazareth. It was Vithobā, as Moor was told and, as moreover, the Hindu Sacred 

Scriptures state Brahmā, the sacrificer, who is “at once both sacrificer and victim”; it 

is “Brahmā, victim in His Son Krishna, who came to die on earth for our salvation, 

who Himself accomplishes the solemn sacrifice [of the Sarvamedha].” And yet, it is 

the man Jesus as well as the man Krishna, for both were united to their Christos. 

Thus we have either to admit periodical “incarnations,” or let Christianity go as the 

greatest imposture and plagiarism of the ages! 

As to the Jewish Scriptures, only such men as the Jesuit de Carrière, a convenient 

representative of the majority of the Catholic clergy, can still command their follow-

ers to accept only the chronology established by the Holy Ghost. It is on the authori-

ty of the latter that we learn that Jacob went, with a family of seventy persons, all 

told to settle in Egypt in A.M. 2298, and that in A.M, 2513 — just 215 years afterward 

— these seventy persons had so increased that they left Egypt 600,000 fighting men 

                                            
1
 [Refer to our Diagram, “Theosophia - Fountain, Perspectives, Practice,” on page 66 of this study. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 Lundy, op. cit., p. 176. 
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strong, “without counting women and children” which, according to the science of 

statistics, should represent a total population of between two and three millions!! 

Natural history affords no parallel to such fecundity, except in red herrings.
1
 After 

this, let the Christian missionaries laugh, if they can, at Hindu chronology and com-

putations. 

Happy are those persons, but not to be envied [exclaims Bunsen], who have no 

misgivings about making Moses march out with more than two millions of peo-

ple at the end of a popular conspiracy and rising, in the sunny days of the 18th 

dynasty; who make the Israelites conquer Kanaan under Joshua, during, and 

previous to the most formidable campaigns of conquering Pharaohs in that 

same country. The Egyptian and Assyrian annals, combined with the historical 

criticism of the Bible, prove that the exodus could only have taken place under 

Menephthah, so that Joshua could not have crossed the Jordan before Easter 

1280, the last campaign of Ramses III in Palestine being in 1281.
2
 [559] 

But we must resume the thread of our narrative with Buddha. 

Neither Gautama nor Jesus ever wrote one word of their doc-

trines. 

Neither he nor Jesus ever wrote one word of their doctrines. We have to take the 

teachings of the Masters on the testimony of the disciples, and therefore it is but fair 

that we should be allowed to judge both doctrines on their intrinsic value. Where the 

logical preponderance lies may be seen in the results of frequent encounters between 

Christian missionaries and Buddhist theologians (punghi). The latter usually, if not 

invariably, have the better of their opponents. On the other hand, the “Lama of Jeho-

vah” rarely fails to lose his temper, to the great delight of the Lama of Buddha, and 

practically demonstrates his religion of patience, mercy, and charity, by abusing his 

disputant in the most uncanonical language. This we have witnessed repeatedly. 

But despite the similarity of the teachings of Gautama and Jesus, 

their respective followers start from two diametrically opposite 

points. 

Despite the notable similarity of the direct teachings of Gautama and Jesus, we yet 

find their respective followers starting from two diametrically opposite points. The 

Buddhist divine, following literally the ethical doctrine of his Master, remains thus 

true to the legacy of Gautama; while the Christian minister, distorting the precepts 

recorded by the four Gospels beyond recognition, teaches not that which Jesus 

taught, but the absurd, too often pernicious, interpretations of fallible men — Popes, 

Luthers, and Calvins included. The following are two instances selected from both re-

ligions, and brought into contrast. Let the reader judge for himself: 

Do not believe in anything because it is rumoured and spoken of by many [says 

Buddha]; do not think that is a proof of its truth. 

                                            
1
 [i.e., diversions intended to distract attention from the main issue.] 

2
 Christian Karl Josias Freiherr von Bunsen (1791-1860), Egypt’s Place in Universal History, London: Longman, 

Brown, Green, & Longmans, 1848-671; 5-vols. Vol, V, p. 75. 
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Do not believe merely because the written statement of some old sage is pro-

duced; do not be sure that the writing has ever been revised by the said sage, 

or can be relied on. Do not believe in what you have fancied, thinking that, be-

cause an idea is extraordinary, it must have been implanted by a Deva, or some 

wonderful being. 

Do not believe in guesses, that is, assuming something at haphazard as a start-

ing-point, and then drawing conclusions from it; reckoning your two and your 

three and your four before you have fixed your number one . . . 

Do not believe merely on the authority of your teachers and masters, or believe 

and practice merely because they believe and practice. 

I [Buddha] tell you all, you must of your own selves know that “this is evil, this 

is punishable, this is censured by wise men; belief in this will bring no ad-

vantage to any one, but will cause sorrow.” And when you know this, then es-

chew it.
1
 

It is impossible to avoid contrasting with these benevolent and human sentiments, 

the fulminations of the Œcumenical Council and the Pope, [560] against the employ-

ment of reason, and the pursuit of science when it clashes with revelation. The atro-

cious Papal benediction of Moslem arms, and cursing of the Russian and Bulgarian 

Christians have roused the indignation of some of the most devoted Catholic com-

munities. The Catholic Czechs of Prague on the day of the recent semi-centennial ju-

bilee of Pius IX, and again on the 6th of July, the day sacred to the memory of John 

Huss,
2
 the burned martyr, to mark their horror of the Ultramontane policy in this re-

                                            
1
 Henry Alabaster (d. 1884), The Wheel of the Law. Buddhism, Illustrated from Siamese Sources by the Modern 

Buddhist, a Life of Buddha, and an Account of the Phrabat. London: Trübner, 1871. pp. 35-36. Note: “Life of 

Buddha” translated “from a popular Siamese work, Pathomma Somphothiyan.” 

[Cf. In replying to the question: Are there any dogmas in Buddhism which we are required to accept on faith? 

A Buddhist Catechism* explains: 

No. We are earnestly enjoined to accept nothing whatever on faith; whether it be written in books, handed 
down from our ancestors, or taught by the sages. 

Our Lord Buddha has said that we must not believe in a thing said merely because it is said; 

Nor in traditions because they have been handed down from antiquity; nor rumours, as such; 

Nor writings by sages, because sages wrote them; nor fancies that we may suspect to have been inspired in 
us by a deva (that is, in presumed spiritual inspiration); 

Nor from inferences drawn from some haphazard assumption we may have made; nor because of what 
seems an analogical necessity; 

Nor on the mere authority of our teachers or masters. 

But we are to believe when the writing, doctrine, or saying is corroborated by our own reason and con-
sciousness. 

For this I taught you not to believe merely because you have heard, but when you believed of your con-

sciousness, then to act accordingly and abundantly.* *  

* Kalama Sutta of the Anguttaranikāya; [quoting H.S. Olcott’s Buddhist Catechism, Colombo, Ceylon, pp. 55, 

56, 1881 ed. * * From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (THE DOCTRINE OF AVATĀRAS) XIV p. 417. Corroboration 

and in-depth analysis of this statement by modern phycologists can be found in the “The Elaboration Likelihood 
Model,” a major breakthrough in Persuasion Psychology, by Richard E. Petty and John T. Cacioppo, in: Advanc-
es in Experimental Social Psychology, 1986, Vol. 19, pp. 123-89. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 [Jan Hus (c. 1369-1415), sometimes Anglicized as John Goose or John Huss, and referred to in historical 

texts as Iohannes Hus or Johannes Huss, was a Czech theologian and philosopher who became a Church re-
former and the inspiration of Hussitism, a key predecessor to Protestantism, and a seminal figure in the Bohe-
mian Reformation. Hus is considered to be the first Church reformer, even though some designate the theorist 
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spect, gathered by [their] thousands upon the neighbouring Mount Zhizhkov, and 

with great ceremony and denunciations, burned the Pope’s portrait, his Syllabus, 

and last allocution
1
 against the Russian Czar, saying that they were good Catholics, 

but better Slavs. Evidently, the memory of John Huss is more sacred to them than 

the Vatican Popes. 

The worship of words is more pernicious than the worship of images [remarks 

Robert Dale Owen]. Grammatolatry is the worst species of idolatry. We have ar-

rived at an era in which literalism is destroying faith . . . The letter killeth.
2
 

There is not a dogma in the Church to which these words can be better applied than 

to the doctrine of transubstantiation.
3
 “Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my 

blood, hath eternal life,” Christ is made to say. “This is a hard saying,” repeated his 

dismayed listeners. The answer was that of an initiate. “Doth this offend you? . . . It 

is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing. The words [rhēmata, or ar-

cane utterances] that I speak unto you, they are Spirit and they are Life.”
4
 

 

                                                                                                                                    
John Wycliffe. His teachings had a strong influence, most immediately in the approval of a reformed Bohemian 
religious denomination and, over a century later, on Martin Luther. — Wikipedia.] 

1
 [rhetoric address that advises or exhorts] 

2
 Robert Dale Owen (1801-1877), The Debatable Land Between This World and the Next, London: Trübner, 

1871; p. 145. 

3
 “We divide our zeal,” says Dr. Henry More, “against so many things that we fancy Popish, that we scarce re-

serve a just share of detestation against what is truly so. Such are that gross, rank, and scandalous impossibil-

ity of Transubstantiation, the various modes of fulsome Idolatry and lying impostures, the uncertainty of their 
loyalty to their lawful Sovereigns by their superstitious adhesion to the spiritual tyranny of the Pope, and that 
barbarous and ferine cruelty against those that are not either such fools as to be persuaded to believe such 

things, as they would obtrude upon men, or are not so false to God and their own consciences, as knowing bet-

ter, yet to profess them.”*  

* [In Letter to Joseph Glanvill (1636-1680), late Chaplain in Ordinary to His Majesty, and Fellow of the 

Royal Society. Saducismus Triumphatus [Sadducees Triumphant] or, Full and Plain Evidence Concerning 
Witches and Apparitions: in Two Parts: the First, Treating of their Possibility; the Second, of their Real Ex-
istence. With a Letter of Dr. Henry More (1614-1687) on the Same Subject. And an Authentick, but Won-
derful Story of Certain Swedish Witches. Done into English by Anthony Horneck (1641-1697), preacher 

at the Savoy. London: Printed for F. Collins at his shop under the Temple-Church, and S. Lownds at his 
shop by the Savoy-gate, 1681. p. 53.] 

4
 [John vi, 54, 61, 63.] 
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It is the Spirit that quickeneth, 
flesh profiteth nothing.1 

When Jesus said “Drink, this is my blood,” it was meant to be a 

metaphorical assimilation of himself to the vine, which bears the 

grape, and whose juice is its blood (wine). It was a hint that, as 

he had himself been initiated by the Father, so he desired to initi-

ate others. 

During the Mysteries wine represented Bacchus, and bread Ceres.
2
 [561] The hiero-

phant-initiator presented symbolically, before the final revelation, wine and bread to 

the candidate who had to eat and drink of both in token that the spirit was to quick-

en matter, i.e., the divine wisdom was to enter into his body through what was to be 

revealed to him. Jesus, in his Oriental phraseology, constantly assimilated himself to 

the true vine (John xv, 1). Furthermore, the hierophant, the discloser of the Petrōma, 

was called “Father.” When Jesus says, “Drink . . . this is my blood,” what else was 

meant? it was simply a metaphorical assimilation of himself to the vine, which bears 

the grape, whose juice is its blood — wine. It was a hint that, as he had himself been 

initiated by the “Father,” so he desired to initiate others. His “Father” was the hus-

bandman, himself the vine, his disciples the branches. His followers, being ignorant 

of the terminology of the Mysteries, wondered; they even took it as an offense, which 

is not surprising considering the Mosaic injunction against blood. 

In his immense and unselfish love for humanity, Jesus considered 

it unjust to deprive the many of the inner knowledge acquired by 

the few. This was his unuttered and most fervent hope. He 

preached the presence of a spiritual God, whose temple is within 

each of us, and in whom we live as He lives in us — in Spirit. 

There is quite enough in the four Gospels to show what was the secret and most fer-

vent hope of Jesus: the hope in which he began to teach, and in which he died. In 

his immense and unselfish love for humanity, he considers it unjust to deprive the 

many, of the results of the knowledge acquired by the few. This result he accordingly 

preaches — the unity of a spiritual God, whose temple is within each of us, and in 

whom we live as He lives in us — in spirit. This knowledge was in the hands of the 

Jewish adepts of the school of Hillel and the Kabbalists. But the “scribes,” or law-

                                            
1
 [John vi, 63, KJV.] 

2
 R. Payne Knight believes that Ceres “was not a personification of the brute matter which composed the earth, 

but of the passive productive principle supposed to pervade it which, joined to the active, was held to be the 

cause of the organization and animation of its substance . . . She is mentioned by Virgil as the wife of the om-
nipotent Father, Æther or Jupiter” (The Symbolical Language of Ancient Art and Mythology, § xxxvi). Hence the 

words of Christ, “it is the Spirit that quickeneth, flesh profiteth nothing,” applied in their dual meaning to both 

spiritual and terrestrial things, to spirit and matter. 

Bacchus, as Dionysus, is of Indian origin. Cicero mentions him as a son of Thyōnē and Nisus (De natura de-
orum, III, xxiii). Διονυσος means the god Dis from Mount Nys in India. Bacchus, crowned with ivy, or kissos, is 

Krishna, one of whose names was Kissen. Dionysus is preëminently the deity on whom were centred all the 
hopes for future life; in short, he was the god who was expected to liberate the souls of men from their prisons of 

flesh. Orpheus, the poet-Argonaut, is also said to have come on earth to purify the religion of its gross and ter-
restrial anthropomorphism; he abolished human sacrifice, and instituted a mystic theology based on pure spir-

ituality. Cicero calls Orpheus a son of Bacchus. It is strange that both seem to have originally come from India. 
At least, as Dionysus-Zagreus, Bacchus is of undoubted Hindu origin. Some writers deriving a curious analogy 
between the name of Orpheus and an old Greek term, ορφνος, dark or tawny-coloured, make him Hindu by 

connecting the term with his dusky Hindu complexion. See Voss, Heyne, and Schneider on the Argonauts. 
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yers, having gradually merged into the dogmatism of the dead letter, had long since 

separated themselves from the Tannaïm, the true spiritual teachers; and the practi-

cal Kabbalists were more or less persecuted by the Synagogue. Hence, we find Jesus 

exclaiming: 

Woe unto you lawyers! For ye have taken away the key of knowledge [the 

Gnōsis]: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering ye hin-

dered.
1
 

The meaning here is clear. They did take the key away, and could not even profit by 

it themselves, for the Masorah (tradition) had become a closed book to themselves as 

well as to others. [562] 

Neither Renan nor Strauss, nor the more modern Viscount Amberley seem to have 

had the remotest suspicion of the real meaning of many of the parables of Jesus, or 

even of the character of the great Galilean philosopher. Renan, as we have seen, pre-

sented him to us as a Gallicized Rabbi, “le plus charmant de tous,” still but a Rabbi; 

and one, moreover, who does not even come out of the school of Hillel, or any school 

either, albeit he terms him repeatedly “the charming doctor.”
2
 He shows him as a 

sentimental young enthusiast, sprung out of the plebeian class of Galilee, who ima-

gines the ideal king of his parables the empurpled and jewelled beings of whom one 

reads in nursery tales. 

Lord Amberley’s Jesus, on the other hand, is an “iconoclastic idealist,” far inferior in 

subtlety and logic to his critics. Renan looks over at Jesus with the one-sidedness of 

a Semitomaniac; Viscount Amberley looks down upon him from the social plane of 

an English lord. À propos of this marriage-feast parable, which he considers as em-

bodying “a curious theory of social intercourse,” the Viscount says: 

Nobody can object to charitable individuals asking poor people or invalids with-

out rank to dinner at their houses . . . But we cannot admit that this kind ac-

tion ought to be rendered obligatory . . . it is eminently desirable that we should 

do exactly what Christ would forbid us doing, namely, invite our neighbours 

and be invited by them as circumstances may require. The fear that we may re-

ceive a recompense for the dinner parties we may give is surely chimerical . . . 

Jesus, in fact, overlooks entirely the more intellectual side of society . . . 
3
 

All of which unquestionably shows that the “Son of God ”  was no master of social et-

iquette, nor fit for “society”; but it is also a fair example of the prevalent misconcep-

tion of even his most suggestive parables. 

                                            
1
 Luke xi, 52. 

2
 Ernest Renan (1823-1892), Vie de Jésus, Berlin: J. Springer, 1863; 7th ed. Ch. V., [final 13th edition, Paris: 

Michel Lévy frères, 1867.] Note: Vie de Jésus is Vol. I of his L’Histoire des origines du Christianisme, Paris: 

1863-83; 8-vols. 

3
 Viscount John Russell Amberley (1842-1876). An Analysis of Religious Belief, London: Trübner & Co., 1876; 

2-vols. Vol. I, pp. 466-68. 
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Astronomical evidence suggests that the “Bhagavad-Gita” is much 

older than it is generally supposed, and endorses the consensus 

that its ethics and metaphysics are prehistoric — yet unageing. In 

fact, it is a manual of ancient catechism of practical Theosophy; 

its precepts are those of the Pauranika Eclectic School of Philoso-

phy, precursor of modern Theosophy. 

The theory of Anquetil-Duperron
1
 that the Bhagavad-Gītā is an independent work, as 

it is absent from several manuscripts of the Mahābhārata, may be as much a plea for 

a still greater antiquity as the reverse. The work is purely metaphysical and ethical, 

and in a certain sense it is anti-Vedic; so far, at least, that it is in opposition with 

many of the later Brāhmanical interpretations of the Vedas. How comes it, then, that 

instead of destroying the work or, at least, of sentencing it as uncanonical — an ex-

pedient to which the Christian Church would never have failed to resort — the 

Brahmans show it the greatest reverence? Perfectly unitarian in its aim, it clashes 

with the popular idol-worship. Still, the only precaution taken by the Brahmans to 

keep its tenets from becoming too well known, is to preserve it more secretly than 

any other [563] religious book from every caste except the sacerdotal; and, to impose 

upon that even, in many cases, certain restrictions. The grandest mysteries of the 

Brāhmanical religion are embraced within this magnificent poem; and even the Bud-

dhists recognize it, explaining certain dogmatic difficulties in their own way. Says 

Krishna to his disciple Arjuna, thus enunciating a purely Buddhistic principle: 

Brotherhood ranks above meditation.2 

Be unselfish, subdue your senses and passions, which obscure reason and lead 

to deceit. Low men follow examples, great men give them . . . the soul ought to 

free itself from the bonds of action, and act absolutely according to its divine 

origin. There is but one God, and all other devatās are inferior, and mere forms 

[powers] of Brahmā or of myself. Worship by deeds predominates over that of 

contemplation.
3
 

This doctrine coincides perfectly with that of Jesus himself.
4
 Faith alone, unaccom-

panied by “works,” is reduced to naught in the Bhagavad-Gītā. As to the Atharva-

Veda, it was and is [still] preserved in such secrecy by the Brahmans, that it is a 

                                            
1
 [Anquetil-Duperron (Abraham-Hyacinthe), 1731-1805, Oupnek’hat (id est, Secretum Tegendum): Opus Ipsa in 

India Rarissimum, continens antiquam et arcanam, seu Theologicam et Philosophicam, doctrinam, è quatuor sac-
ris Indorum libris, Rak Beid, Djedjr Beid, Sam Beid, Athrban Beid, excerptam: ad verbum, è Persico idiomate, 
Samskreticis vocabulis intermixto, in Latinum conversum: dissertationibus et annotationibus, difficiliora explanan-
tibus, illustratum [Oupnek’hat that is, The Secret Unveiling: The Rarest Work in India, Containing Ancient and 

Arcane, or Theological and Philosophical, Doctrine, extracted from the Four Sacred Books of the Indians, Rak 
Beid, Djedjr Beid, Sam Beid, Athrban Beid: Verbatim from the Persian Language, with Sanskrit words inter-

mixed, Translated into Latin: illustrated with Dissertations and Annotations, explaining the More Difficult 
Things], Argentorati <ancient name of the city of Strasbourg>: Typis et impensis fratrum Levrault; 1801-1802; 
2-vols. Vol. II, p. 732.] 

2
 [Look up “Brotherhood ranks above meditation,” in our Down to Earth Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

3
 See the Bhagavad-Gītā, translated by Charles Wilkins, in 1785; and the Bhāgavata-Purāna, containing the 

history of Krishna, translated into French by Eugène Burnouf, in 1840. [Bk. IV, ch. 29.] 

4
 Matthew vii, 21. 
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matter of doubt whether the Orientalists have a complete copy of it. One who has 

read what Abbé J.A. Dubois says, may well doubt the fact. 

Of the last species [the Atharva] there are very few [he says, writing of the Ve-

das], and many people suppose they no longer exist. But the truth is, they do 

exist, though they conceal themselves with more caution than the others, from 

the fear of being suspected to be initiated in the magic mysteries and other 

dreaded secrets, which the work is believed to teach.
1
 

Hints on the voluntary transfer of the adept’s spiritual entity into 

the youth he loves, with all the ardent love of a spiritual parent, 

in order to prolong the youthful vigour beyond the usual limits, 

after the mortal casket wears out. 

There were even those among the highest epoptai of the greater Mysteries, who knew 

nothing of their last and dreaded rite — the voluntary transfer of life from hierophant 

to candidate. In Ghost-Land
2
 this mystical operation of the adept’s transfer of his 

spiritual entity, after the death of his body, into the youth he loves with all the ar-

dent love of a spiritual parent, is superbly described. As in the case of the reïncarna-

tion of the lamas of Thibet, an adept of the highest order may live indefinitely. His 

mortal casket wears out, notwithstanding certain alchemical secrets for prolonging 

the youthful vigour far beyond the usual limits, yet the body can rarely be kept alive 

beyond ten or twelve score of years. The old garment is then worn out, and the spir-

itual Ego forced to leave it, selects for its habitation a new body, fresh and full of 

healthy vital principle. In case the reader should feel inclined to ridicule this asser-

tion [564] of the possible prolongation of human life, we may as well refer him to the 

statistics of several countries. The author of an able article in the Westminster Re-

view, for October 1850, is responsible for the statement that in England they have 

the authentic instances of one Thomas Jenkins dying at the age of 169, and “Old 

Parr” at 152;
3
 and that in Russia some of the peasants are “known to have reached 

242 years.”
4
 There are also cases of centenarianism reported among the Peruvian In-

dians. We are aware that many able writers have recently discredited these claims to 

an extreme longevity, but we nevertheless affirm our belief in their truth. 

                                            
1
 Abbé Jean Antoine Dubois (1765-1848), Description of the Character, Manners, and Customs of the People of 
India; and their Institutions, Religious and Civic, London: Printed for Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown, 
1817; p. 47. Philadelphia: M. Carey and Son, 1818; 2-vols. Vol. I, p. 18. 

2
 William Edward Frank Britten (1848-1916), Ghost Land, or Researches into the Mysteries of Occultism: Illus-
trated in a Series of Autobiographical Sketches by the Author of “Art magic”; with Extracts from the Records of 
“Magical séances,” etc., etc. Translated and Edited by Emma Hardinge Britten (1823-1899), Boston, America: 

Published for the Editor, 1876. 

3
 [Endnote 66 to page 564 by Boris de Zirkoff: Thomas Parr, “Old Parr,” is said to have been born at Winnington 

in 1483. The chief source of information about him is John Taylor’s Old, Old, Very Old Man, a six-penny pam-

phlet published in 1635 and frequently reprinted since. Parr spent most of his life in the small holding at his 
birthplace, which he inherited from his father. He married for the first time when he was eighty years old, and 
for the second time when he was 122. Thirty years later he was taken to London by Thomas Howard, second 
Earl of Arundel, and was presented to the King in September 1635. The change of life and the plethora of rich 

diet proved fatal to him, and he died on November 14th, 1635 at Lord Arundel’s house. An autopsy was per-
formed on the following day by the famous William Harvey, who found all the chief organs of Old Parr in healthy 
condition. Parr was subsequently buried in the south transept of Westminster Abbey where there is an inscrip-
tion on the stone floor which gives his dates and states that he was 152 years old and lived under ten Kings 
and Queens. — Consult Diet. of National Biography, where detailed bibliographical data and source material 

may also be found.] 

4
 Capt. James Riley, in his Narrative of his enslavement in Africa, relates like instances of great longevity on the 

Sahara Desert. 
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Carefully stripped of exaggeration, the “superstitions” among the 

Eastern people embody an universal belief in those restless, wan-

dering, astral souls, which are called ghouls and vampires. 

True or false, there are “superstitions” among the Eastern people such as have never 

been dreamed even by an Edgar Poe or a Hoffmann. And these beliefs run in the very 

blood of the nations with which they originated. Carefully stripped of exaggeration, 

they will be found to embody an universal belief in those restless, wandering, astral 

souls, which are called ghouls and vampires. An Armenian Bishop of the fifth centu-

ry, named Eznik, gives a number of such narratives in a manuscript work (Book I, §§ 

20, 30), preserved some thirty years ago in the library of the Monastery of Etchmi-

adzine.
1
 Among others, there is a tradition dating from the days of heathendom that, 

whenever a hero whose life is needed yet on earth falls on the battle-field, the Ara-

lezes, the popular gods of ancient Armenia, empowered to bring back to life those 

slaughtered in battle, lick the bleeding wounds of the victim, and breathe on them 

until they have imparted a new and vigorous life. After that the warrior rises, washes 

off all traces of his wounds, and resumes his place in the fray. But his immortal spir-

it has fled; and for the remainder of his days he lives — a deserted temple. 

Once an adept was initiated into the last and most solemn mys-

tery of life-transfer, he belonged no more to this world. His soul 

was free thereafter, and the seven mortal sins lying in wait to de-

vour his heart could hurt him no more: he has passed the “twice 

seven trials,” the twelve labours of the final hour. 

Once that an adept was initiated into the last and most solemn mystery of the life-

transfer, the awful seventh rite of the great sacerdotal operation, which is the highest 

theurgy, he belonged no more to this world. His soul was free thereafter, and the 

seven mortal sins lying in wait to devour his heart — as the soul, liberated by death, 

would be crossing the seven halls and seven staircases — could hurt him no more 

alive or dead: he has passed the “twice seven trials,” the twelve labours of the final 

hour.
2
 

                                            
1
 Russian Armenia; one of the most ancient Christian convents. [Endnote 67 to page 564 by Boris de Zirkoff: 

Eznik Kulpskiy (also spelled Yeznik) was an Armenian theologian and writer of the 5th century; he was Bishop 
of Bagrevand and Arsharunik and author of Refutation of the Sects, the Armenian text of which was published 

at Constantinople in 1763, in Smyrna in 1772, and in Venice in 1826 and 1863. A French translation appeared 
in Paris in 1853, and a German one in 1927. The work may be found in Patrologia Orientalis, Vol. XXVIII, Nos. 

3-4. Although Madame Blavatsky speaks of it as a manuscript, it is most likely that she means the above-

mentioned work.] 

2
 Book of the Dead. [Chapters of the Coming Forth onto Day]. Madame Blavatsky uses in her Isis Unveiled por-

tions of the translation by Samuel Birch (1813-1885), as published in Christian Karl Josias Freiherr von Bun-
sen’s (1791-1860), Egypt’s Place in Universal History, London: Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans, 1848-
67; 5-vols., which is the English translation by Charles Herbert Cottrell (1806-1860), of Bunsen’s Ägypten Stel-
le in der Weltgeschichte (Hamburg: Gotha, 1845-57, 8vo. The Hindus have seven upper and seven lower heav-

ens. The seven mortal sins of the Christians have been borrowed from the Egyptian Books of Hermes, with 

which Clement of Alexandria was so familiar. 
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The High Hierophant alone knew how to perform this solemn operation [565] by in-

fusing his own vital life and astral soul into the adept, chosen by him for his succes-

sor, who thus became endowed with a double life.
1
 

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born again, he cannot see the 

kingdom of God [Jesus tells Nicodemus]. That which is born of the flesh is 

flesh; and that which is born of the spirit is spirit.
2
 

This allusion, so unintelligible in itself, is explained in the Śatapatha-Brāhmana. It 

teaches that a man striving after spiritual perfection must have three births: 

1 Physical from his mortal parents; 

2 Spiritual, through religious sacrifice (initiation); 

3 His final birth into the world of spirit — at death. 

The second birth, or regeneration of spirit, after the natural birth 

of that which is born of the flesh, had been taught 3,000 years be-

fore the appearance of the great Galilean prophet, not only in old 

India but also to all epoptai of Pagan initiation, who were in-

structed in the great mysteries of Life and Death. 

Though it may seem strange that we should have to go to the old land of the Puñjāb 

and the banks of the sacred Ganges, for an interpreter of words spoken in Jerusalem 

and expounded on the banks of the Jordan, the fact is evident. This second birth, or 

regeneration of spirit, after the natural birth of that which is born of the flesh, might 

have astonished a Jewish ruler. Nevertheless, it had been taught 3,000 years before 

the appearance of the great Galilean prophet, not only in old India but to all the 

epoptai of the Pagan initiation, who were instructed in the great mysteries of LIFE and 

DEATH. This secret of secrets, that soul is not knit to flesh, was practically demon-

strated in the instance of the Yogis, the followers of Kapila. Having emancipated their 

souls from the fetters of Prakriti, or Mahat (the physical perception of the senses and 

mind — in one sense, creation), they so developed their soul-power and will-force, as 

to have actually enabled themselves, while on earth, to communicate with the super-

nal worlds, and perform what is bunglingly
3
 termed “miracles.”

1
 Men whose astral 

                                            
1
 The atrocious custom subsequently introduced among the people, of sacrificing human victims, is a perverted 

copy of the Theurgic Mystery. The Pagan priests, who did not belong to the class of the hierophants, carried on 
for awhile this hideous rite, and it served to screen the genuine purpose. But the Grecian Herakles is represent-

ed as the adversary of human sacrifices, and as slaying the men and monsters who offered them. Bunsen 
shows, by the very absence of any representation of human sacrifice on the oldest monuments, that this cus-
tom had been abolished in the old Empire at the close of the 7th century after Menes [Egypt’s Place, etc., Vol. I, 

p. 18; also, pp. 65-66]; therefore, 3,000 years BCE, Iphicrates had stopped the human sacrifices entirely among 

the Carthaginians. Diphilus ordered bulls to be substituted for human victims. Amosis forced the priests to re-
place the latter by figures of wax [Porphyry, De abstin., II, §§ 55, 56]. On the other hand, for every stranger of-

fered on the shrine of Diana by the inhabitants of the Tauric Chersonesus, the Inquisition and the Christian 

clergy can boast of a dozen of heretics offered on the altar of the “mother of God,” and her “Son.” And when did 
the Christians ever think of substituting either animals or wax-figures for living heretics, Jews, and witches? 
They burned these in effigy only when, through providential interference, the doomed victims had escaped their 
clutches. 

2
 John iii, 3, 6. 

3
 [clumsily and awkwardly] 
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spirits have attained on [566] earth the naihśreyasa, or the mukti, are half-gods; dis-

embodied spirits, they reach Moksha or Nirvāna, and this is their second spiritual 

birth. 

Some people are born again; evil-doers go to Hell; right-
eous people go to Heaven; those who are free from all 
worldly desires enter Nirvana. 

Buddha teaches the doctrine of a new birth as plainly as Jesus does. Desiring to 

break with the ancient Mysteries, to which it was impossible to admit the ignorant 

masses, the Hindu reformer, though generally silent upon more than one secret 

dogma, clearly states his thought in several passages. Thus, he says: 

Some people are born again; evil-doers go to Hell; righteous people go to Heav-

en; those who are free from all worldly desires enter Nirvāna.
2
 

Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.
3
 

Elsewhere Buddha states that it is better to believe in a future life, in which happi-

ness or misery can be felt; for if the heart believes therein, 

. . . it will abandon sin and act virtuously; and even if there is no resurrection, 

such a life will bring a good name, and the regard of men. But those who believe 

in extinction at death will not fail to commit any sin that they may choose, be-

cause of their disbelief in a future.
4
 

The Epistle to the Hebrews treats of the sacrifice of blood: 

Where a testament is [says the writer], there must also be of necessity the death 

of the testator
5
 . . . Without the shedding of blood [there] is no remission.

6
 

[Then again:] . . . Christ glorified not himself to be made an High Priest; but He 

that said unto him: Thou art my son, TODAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN THEE.
7
 

This is a very clear inference: 

1. That Jesus was considered only in the light of a high priest, like Melchisedek 

— another avatāra, or incarnation of Christ, according to the Fathers; and, 

                                                                                                                                    
1
 This is why Jesus recommends prayer in the solitude of one’s closet. This secret prayer is but the Parā-Vidyā 

[Supreme Knowledge] of the Vedāntic philosopher: “He who knows his soul [inner self] daily retires to the region 
of Svarga [the heavenly realm] in his own heart,” says the Chhāndogya-Upanishad (VII, 3, 3). The Vedāntic phi-
losopher recognizes the Ātman, the spiritual self, as the sole and Supreme God. 

2
 Dhammapada, or The Path or Way of Buddha’s Dhamma (Pālī धम्मपद )  or Teachings, and “the maker of the 

tabernacle” (Secret Doctrine II, p. 110). It is the most famous scripture in the Pālī Canon, a collection of 423 

verses comprising a noble system of moral philosophy. Translated from the Chinese by Samuel Beal (1825-
1889), London: Trübner & Co., 1878; p. 39. Multiple translations into various languages. 

3
 [1 Corinthians xv, 32, KJV.] 

4
 The Wheel of the Law, op. cit., p. 42. 

5
 Hebrews ix, 16. 

6
 ibid., ix, 22. 

7
 ibid., v, 5. 
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2. That the writer thought that Jesus had become a “Son of God ”  only at the 

moment of his initiation by water; hence, that he was not born a god, neither 

was he begotten physically by Him. Every initiate of the “last hour” became, by 

the very fact of his initiation, a son of God. When Maximus, the Ephesian, initi-

ated the Emperor Julian into the Mithraïc Mysteries, he pronounced as the 

usual formula of the rite, the following: 

“By this blood, I wash thee from thy sins. The Word of the Highest has en-

tered unto thee, and His Spirit henceforth will rest upon the NEWLY-BORN, 

the now-begotten of the Highest God. . . . Thou art the son of Mithra.” 

“Thou art the ‘Son of God,’” repeated the disciples after Christ’s baptism. When Paul 

shook off the viper into the fire without further injury to himself, the people of Melita 

said “that he was a god .”
1
 “He is the son of God, the Beautiful!” was the term used 

by the disciples of Simon [567] Magus,
2
 for they thought they recognized the “great 

power of God ”  in him. 

A man can have no god that is not bounded by his own human conceptions. The 

wider the sweep of his spiritual vision, the mightier will be his deity. But where can 

we find a better demonstration of Him than in man himself; in the spiritual and di-

vine powers lying dormant in every human being? 

If there are counterfeits, somewhere there must have 
been the genuine original. 

Says the author of Prophecy: 

The very capacity to imagine the possibility of thaumaturgical powers, is itself 

evidence that they exist. The critic, as well as the skeptic, is generally inferior to 

the person or subject that he is reviewing and, therefore, is hardly a competent 

witness. If there are counterfeits, somewhere there must have been a genuine 

original.
3
 

Blood begets phantoms, and its emanations furnish certain spirits with the materials 

required to fashion their temporary appearances. 

Blood is the first incarnation of the universal fluid; it is the mate-

rialized vital light (prana). Its birth is the most marvellous of all 

Nature’s marvels; it lives only by perpetually transforming itself, 

for it is the universal Proteus. 

Blood [says Éliphas Levi] is the first incarnation of the universal fluid; it is the 

materialized vital light. Its birth is the most marvellous of all Nature’s marvels; 

it lives only by perpetually transforming itself, for it is the universal Proteus. 

The blood issues from principles where there was none of it before, and it be-

comes flesh, bones, hair, nails . . . tears, and perspiration. It can be allied nei-

ther to corruption nor death; when life is gone, it begins decomposing; if you 

                                            
1
 Acts xxviii. 

2
 [Consult “G.R.S. Mead’s Essay on Simon Magus,” in our Buddhas and Initiates Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

3
 Dr. Alexander Wilder (1823-1908), “Prophecy, Ancient and Modern,” The American Phrenological Journal. 
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know how to reänimate it, to infuse into it life by a new magnetization of its 

globules, life will return to it again. The universal substance, with its double 

motion, is the great arcanum of being; blood is the great arcanum of life. 

Blood [says the Hindu Ramatsariar] contains all the mysterious secrets of ex-

istence, no living being can exist without. It is profaning the great work of the 

Creator to eat blood. 

In his turn Moses, following the universal and traditional law, forbids eating blood. 

Paracelsus writes that with the fumes of blood one is enabled to call forth any spirit 

we desire to see; for with its emanations it will build itself an appearance, a visible 

body — only this is sorcery. The hierophants of Baal made deep incisions all over 

their bodies and produced apparitions, objective and tangible, with their own blood. 

The followers of a certain sect in Persia, many of whom may be found around the 

Russian settlements in Temir-Khān-Shura and Derbent, have their religious myster-

ies in which they form a large ring, and whirl round in a frantic dance. Their temples 

are ruined, and they worship in large temporary buildings, securely enclosed, and 

with the earthen floor deeply strewn with sand. They are all dressed in long white 

robes, and their heads are [568] bare and closely shaved. Armed with knives, they 

soon reach a point of furious exaltation, and wound themselves and others until 

their garments and the sand on the floor are soaked with blood. Before the end of the 

“Mystery” every man has a companion, who whirls round with him. Sometimes the 

spectral dancers have hair on their heads, which makes them quite distinct from 

their unconscious creators. As we have solemnly promised never to divulge the prin-

cipal details of this terrible ceremony (which we were allowed to witness but once), 

we must leave the subject.
1
 

In the days of antiquity the sorceresses of Thessaly added sometimes to the blood of 

a black lamb that of an infant, and by this means evoked the, shadows. The priests 

were taught the art of calling up the spirits of the dead, as well as those of the ele-

ments, but their mode was certainly not that of Thessalian sorceresses. 

 

                                            
1
 While at Petrovsk (Dhagestan, region of the Caucasus) we had the opportunity of witnessing another such 

mystery. It was owing to the kindness of Prince Loris-Melikoff, the governor-general of Dhagestan, living at 

Temir-Khān-Shura, and especially of Prince Shamsudine-Khān, the ex-reigning Shambal of Tarkoff, a native 
Tartar, that during the summer of 1865 we assisted at this ceremonial from the safe distance of a sort of private 
box, constructed under the ceiling of the temporary building. 

[Endnote 68 to page 568 by Boris de Zirkoff: The dominion of Tarkov had an independent existence within Da-

ghestan from the 8th century to 1867, when it became the district of Temir-Khān-Shura within the Russian 
Empire. Throughout the many centuries of its history, and its wars with various invading armies, Tarkov was 
ruled by individuals bearing the title of Shamhal, and whose dominion extended along the shores of the Caspian 

Sea, between the rivers of Koysu and Orusay-Bulak. 

Shamsudin-Khān was the last of the Shamhals of Tarkov who retired from active participation in the affairs of 
the dominion on April 20th, 1867, when the Russian administration took over. He continued, however, to exer-

cise a good deal of influence owing to his upstanding character and great abilities. Apparently Madame Blavat-
sky had met him somewhat prior to his retirement, when his rulership was shared by a Russian Resident of-
ficer.] 
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A tribe among the Yakuts of Siberia believe that sacrifices help 
each class of the good and bad deities to perform their mission 

the better, and so please the Supreme. 

They also believe that the light-shadows of good people, become 

the guardians and protectors of those they loved on earth; and 

the dark-shadows of the wicked seek to hurt those they knew, by 

inciting them to crimes and wicked acts. 

Among the Yakuts of Siberia
1
 there is a tribe dwelling on the very confines of the 

Transbaïkal regions near the river Vitema (eastern Siberia) which practices sorcery 

as known in the days of the Thessalian witches. Their religious beliefs are curious as 

a mixture of philosophy and superstition. They have a chief or supreme god Ay-

Toyon who did not create, they say, but only presides over the creation of all the 

worlds. He lives on the ninth heaven, and it is but from the seventh that the other 

minor gods — his servants — can manifest themselves to their creatures. This ninth 

heaven, according to the revelation of the minor deities (spirits, we suppose), has 

three suns and three moons, and the ground of this abode is formed of four lakes 

(the four cardinal points) of “soft air” (æther), instead of water. While they offer no 

sacrifices to the Supreme Deity, for He needs none, they do try to propitiate both the 

good and bad deities, which they respectively term the “white” and the “black” gods. 

They do it, because neither of the two classes are good or bad through personal merit 

or demerit. As they are all subject to the Supreme Ay-Toyon, and each has to carry 

on the duty assigned to him from eternity, they are not responsible for either the 

good or evil they produce in this world. The reason given by the Yakuts for such sac-

rifices is very curious. Sacrifices, they say, help each class of gods to perform their 

mission the better, and so please the Supreme; and every mortal that helps either of 

them in performing his duty must, [569] therefore, please the Supreme as well, for he 

will have helped justice to take place. As the “black” gods are appointed to bring dis-

eases, evils, and all kinds of calamities to mankind, each of which is a punishment 

for some transgression, the Yakuts offer to them “bloody” sacrifices of animals; while 

to the “white” they make pure offerings, consisting generally of an animal consecrat-

ed to some special god and taken care of with great ceremony, as having become sa-

cred. According to their ideas, the souls of the dead become “shadows,” and are 

doomed to wander on earth, till a certain change takes place either for the better or 

worse, which the Yakuts do not pretend to explain. The light shadows, i.e., those of 

good people, become the guardians and protectors of those they loved on earth; the 

“dark” shadows (the wicked) always seek, on the contrary, to hurt those they knew, 

by inciting them to crimes, wicked acts, and otherwise injuring mortals. Besides 

these, like the ancient Chaldees, they reckon seven divine Sheitans (dæmons) or mi-

nor gods. It is during the sacrifices of blood, which take place at night, that the Ya-

kuts call forth the wicked or dark shadows, to inquire of them what they can do to 

arrest their mischief; hence, blood is necessary, for without its fumes the ghosts 

could not make themselves clearly visible, and would become, according to their ide-

as, but the more dangerous, for they would suck it from living persons by their per-

                                            
1
 [Or Sakha, a Turkic ethnic group native to North Siberia, primarily the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) in the 

Russian Federation. They also inhabit some districts of the Krasnoyarsk Krai. They speak Yakut, which belongs 
to the Siberian branch of the Turkic languages. — Cf. Wikipedia.] 
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spiration.
1
 As to the good, light shadows, they need not be called out; besides that, 

such an act disturbs them; they can make their presence felt, when needed, without 

any preparation and ceremonies. 

The blood-evocation is practiced in Bulgaria and Moldavia, espe-

cially in districts in the vicinity of Moslems. 

The blood-evocation is also practiced, although with a different purpose, in several 

parts of Bulgaria and Moldavia, especially in districts in the vicinity of Moslems. The 

fearful oppressions and slavery, to which these unfortunate Christians have been 

subjected for centuries has rendered them a thousand-fold more impressible and, at 

the same time, more superstitious than those who live in civilized countries. On eve-

ry seventh of May, the inhabitants of every Moldavo-Walachian and Bulgarian city or 

village, have what they term the “feast of the dead.” After sunset, immense crowds of 

women and men, each with a lighted wax taper in hand, resort to the burial places, 

and pray on the tombs of their departed friends. This ancient and solemn ceremony, 

called Trizna, is everywhere — a reminiscence of primitive Christian rites, but far 

more solemn yet, while in Moslem slavery. Every tomb is furnished with a kind of 

cupboard, about half a yard high, built of four stones, and with hinged double-doors. 

These closets contain what is termed the household of the defunct: namely, a few 

wax tapers, some oil [570] and an earthen lamp, which is lighted on that day, and 

burns for twenty-four hours. Wealthy people have silver lamps richly chiselled, and 

bejewelled images which are secure from thieves, for in the burial ground the closets 

are even left open. Such is the dread of the population (Moslem and Christian) of the 

revenge of the dead, that a thief bold enough to commit any murder, would never 

dare touch the property of a dead person. The Bulgarians have a belief that every 

Saturday, and especially the eve of Easter Sunday, and until Trinity day (about seven 

weeks) the souls of the dead descend on earth, some to beg forgiveness from those 

living whom they had wronged; others, to protect and commune with their loved 

ones. Faithfully following the traditional rites of their forefathers, the natives on each 

Saturday of these seven weeks keep either lamps or tapers lighted. In addition to 

that, on the seventh of May they drench the tombs with grape wine, and burn in-

cense around them from sunset to sunrise. With the inhabitants of towns, the cere-

mony is limited to these simple observances. With some of the rustics though, the 

rite assumes the proportions of a theurgic evocation. On the eve of Ascension Day, 

Bulgarian women light a quantity of tapers and lamps; the pots are placed upon tri-

pods, and incense perfumes the atmosphere for miles around; while thick white 

clouds of smoke envelope each tomb, as though a veil had separated it from the oth-

ers. During the evening, and until a little before midnight, in memory of the de-

ceased, acquaintances and a certain number of mendicants are fed and treated with 

wine and rakīya (grape-whiskey), and money is distributed among the poor accord-

ing to the means of the surviving relatives. When the feast is ended, the guests ap-

proaching the tomb and addressing the defunct by name, thank him or her for the 

bounties received. When all but the nearest relatives are gone, a woman, usually the 

most aged, remains alone with the dead, and — some say — resorts to the ceremony 

of invocation. 

                                            
1
 Does not this afford us a point of comparison with the so-called “materializing mediums”? 
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After fervent prayers, repeated face downward on the grave-

mound, drops of blood are drawn from near the left bosom, and 

allowed to trickle upon the tomb. 

After fervent prayers, repeated face downward on the grave-mound, more or less 

drops of blood are drawn from near the left bosom, and allowed to trickle upon the 

tomb. This gives strength to the invisible spirit which hovers around, to assume for a 

few instants a visible form, and whisper his instructions to the Christian Theurgist 

— if he has any to offer, or simply to “bless the mourner,” and then [to] disappear 

again till the following year. So firmly rooted is this belief that we have heard, in a 

case of family difficulty, a Moldavian woman appeal to her sister to put off every deci-

sion till Ascension-night, when their dead father would be able to tell them of his will 

and pleasure in person; to which the sister consented as simply as though their par-

ent were in the next room. [571] 

The origin of the Christian dogma of Atonement. 

One the most fearful secrets in Nature is that the sorcerer cannot 

die until he has passed the Word to another, a feat that the hiero-

phants of White Magic rarely do. 

A long line of Wise Men (Magi), from the beginning of time down 

to our own times, pass the Word to the initiated. Then the Word 

flashes out like lightning and, while carrying off the initiator from 

human sight forever, it brings the new initiate into view. Immedi-

ately after, the latter had a weapon placed in his right hand, and 

was ordered to strike. 

That there are fearful secrets in Nature may well be believed when, as we have seen 

in the case of the Russian znachar’, the sorcerer cannot die until he has passed the 

word to another, and the hierophants of White Magic rarely do. It seems as if the 

dread power of the “Word ”  could only be entrusted to one man of a certain district or 

body of people at a time. When the Brahmātma was about to lay aside the burden of 

physical existence, he imparted his secret to his successor, either orally or by a writ-

ing placed in a securely-fastened casket, which went into the latter’s hands alone. 

Moses “lays his hands” upon his neophyte, Joshua, in the solitudes of Nebo and 

passes away forever. Aaron initiates Eleāzār on Mount Hor, and dies. Siddhārtha-

Buddha promises his mendicants before his death to live in him who shall deserve it, 

embraces his favourite disciple, whispers in his ear, and dies; and as John’s head 

lies upon the bosom of Jesus, he is told that he shall “tarry” until he shall come. Like 

signal-fires of the olden times which, lighted and extinguished by turns upon one 

hilltop after another, conveyed intelligence along a whole stretch of country, so we 

see a long line of “wise” men from the beginning of history down to our own times 

communicating the Word of Wisdom to their direct successors. Passing from seer to 

seer, the “Word ”  flashes out like lightning, and while carrying off the initiator from 

human sight forever, brings the new initiate into view. Meanwhile, whole nations 

murder each other in the name of another “Word,” an empty substitute accepted lit-

erally by each, and misinterpreted by all! 
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We have met few sects which practice sorcery. One such sect is 

the Yezidis, considered by some a branch of the Kurds, though we 

believe erroneously. 

We have met few sects which truly practice sorcery. One such is the Yezīdis, consid-

ered by some a branch of the Kurds, though we believe erroneously. These inhabit 

chiefly the mountainous and desolate regions of Asiatic Turkey, about Mosul, and 

are found even in Syria,
1
 and Mesopotamia. They are called and known everywhere 

as devil-worshippers; and most certainly it is not either through ignorance or mental 

obscuration that they have set up the worship and a regular inter-communication 

with the lowest and the most malicious of both elementals and elementaries.
2
 They 

recognize the present wickedness of the chief of the “black powers”; but at the same 

time they dread his power, and so try [572] to conciliate to themselves his favours. He 

is in an open quarrel with Allah, they say, but a reconciliation can take place be-

tween the two at any day; and those who have shown marks of their disrespect to the 

“black one” now, may suffer for it at some future time, and thus have both God and 

Devil against them. This is simply a cunning policy that seeks to propitiate his Sa-

tanic majesty, who is no other than the great Tcherno-bog (the black god) of the 

Variago-Russ, the ancient idolatrous Russians before the days of Vladimir. 

Like J. Wier,
3
 the famous demographer of the sixteenth century (who in his Pseudo-

monarchia Dæmonum
4
 describes and enumerates a regular infernal court, which has 

its dignitaries, princes, dukes, nobles, and officers), the Yezīdis have a whole pan-

theon of devils, and use the Yakshas, aërial spirits, to convey their prayers and re-

spects to Satan, their master, and the Afrits of the Desert. During their prayer-

meetings, they join hands and form immense rings, with their Sheik, or an officiating 

priest in the middle, who claps his hands and intones every verse in honour of Sheit-

an (Satan). Then they whirl and leap in the air. When the frenzy is at its climax, they 

often wound and cut themselves with their daggers, occasionally rendering the same 

service to their next neighbours. But their wounds do not heal and cicatrize as easily 

as in the case of lamas and holy men; for but too often they fall victims to these self-

inflicted wounds. While dancing and flourishing high their daggers without unclasp-

                                            
1
 The Yezīdis must number over 200,000 men altogether. The tribes, which inhabit the Pashalik of Bagdad and 

are scattered over the Sinjar mountains, are the most dangerous, as well as the most hated for their evil prac-
tices. Their chief Sheik lives constantly near the tomb of their prophet and reformer Adi, but every tribe chooses 
its own Sheik among the most learned in the “black art.” This Adi or Ad is a mythic ancestor of theirs, and 

simply is Adi — the God of wisdom or the Parsī Ab-ad, the first ancestor of the human race, or again Ādi-
Buddha of the Hindus, anthropomorphized and degenerated. 

2
 [Consult “Blavatsky on Elementals and Elementaries,” in our Blavatsky Speaks Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

3
 Johannes Wier, also spelt Weyer (Latin: Ioannes Wierus or Piscinarius), 1515-1588, Dutch physician, who 

was among the first to publish a thorough treatise against the trials and persecution of people accused of 
witchcraft. His most influential work is De Præstigiis Dæmonum et Incantationibus ac Venificiis, 1563 [On the Il-

lusions of the Demons and on Spells and Poisons]. 

4
 [The Pseudomonarchia Dæmonum [False Monarchy of Demons] first appears as an appendix to De præstigiis 
dæmonum (1577), by Johann Wier (Weyer). An abridgment of a grimoire similar in nature to the Ars Goëtia (first 
book of The Lesser Key of Solomon ), it contains a list of demons, and the appropriate hours and rituals to con-
jure them. The Pseudomonarchia predates and differs somewhat from Ars Goëtia. The former lists 69 demons 

(in contrast to the later 72), and their sequence varies, along with some of their characteristics. 

Wier referred to his source MS. as Liber officiorum spirituum, seu Liber dictus Empto Salomonis, de principibus et 
regibus dæmoniorum [The Book of the Offices of Spirits, or the Book called Empto Salomonis, concerning the 
princes and kings of the demons.] This work is likely to be related to a similar 1583 MS., The Office of Spirits, 
both of which appear to be an elaboration on a 15th-century MS., Le Livre des Esperitz [Book of Spirits], of which 
30 of its 47 spirits are nearly identical to spirits in the Ars Goëtia. — Cf. Wikipedia.] 
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ing hands — for this would be considered a sacrilege, and the spell instantly broken 

— they coax and praise Sheitan, and entreat him to manifest himself in his works by 

“miracles.” As their rites are chiefly accomplished during night, they do not fail to ob-

tain manifestations of various character, the least of which are enormous globes of 

fire which take the shapes of the most uncouth animals. 

Lady Hester Stanhope,
1
 whose name was for many years a power among the Masonic 

fraternities of the East, is said to have witnessed, personally, several of these 

Yezīdean ceremonies. We were told by an ‘Uqqal of the sect of Druses, that after hav-

ing been present at one of the Yezīdis’ “Devil’s masses,” as they are called, this ex-

traordinary lady, so noted for personal courage and daring bravery, fainted and, 

notwithstanding her usual Emir’s male attire, was recalled to life and health with the 

greatest difficulty. Personally, we regret to say, all our efforts to witness one of these 

performances failed. 

Haiti is the centre of secret societies, with terrible forms of initia-

tion, and bloody rites. Piron witnessed a most fearful scene in Cu-

ba, in the house of a lady whom he never would have suspected 

of any connection with so monstrous a sect. 

A recent article in a Catholic journal on Nagualism and Voodooism charges Haiti 

with being the centre of secret societies, with terrible forms of initiation and bloody 

rites, where human infants are sacrificed and devoured by the adepts (! !). Piron, a 

French traveller, is quoted at length, describing a most fearful scene witnessed by 

him in Cuba, in the [573] house of a lady whom he never would have suspected of 

any connection with so monstrous a sect. 

“A naked white girl acted as a voodoo priestess, wrought up to frenzy by dances 

and incantations that followed the sacrifice of a white and a black hen. A ser-

pent, trained to its part, and acted on by the music, coiled round the limbs of 

the girl, its motions studied by the votaries dancing around or standing to 

                                            
1
 [Lady Hester Lucy Stanhope (1776-1839) was a British adventurer, writer, antiquarian, and one of the most 

famous travellers of her age. Her excavation of Ascalon in 1815 is considered the first to use modern archæolog-

ical principles, and her use of a mediæval Italian document is described as “one of the earliest uses of textual 
sources by field archæologists.” Her letters and memoirs made her famous as an explorer. — Wikipedia. 

Endnote 69 to page 572 by Boris de Zirkoff: Lady Hester Lucy Stanhope was the eldest daughter of Charles, vis-

count Mahon (afterwards 3rd Earl Stanhope) by his first wife, Lady Hester Pitt, sister of the famous William Pitt. 
She was born March 12th, 1776, and lived at her father’s seat of Chevening, Kent, until early in 1800, when her 
wayward disposition drove her to her grandmother’s house. In 1803, she was made the chief of the household 
of her uncle, William Pitt, where she soon became his most trusted confidant. She was possessed of wit, beauty, 

and business talent. After Pitt’s death in 1806, she stayed for a while in London and in Wales. Irked by the re-
strictions of society, she left England for the Levant in 1810, and after many wanderings settled among the 
Druses on Mt. Lebanon, where the Pasha of Acre ceded her the ruins of a convent and the village of Dahar-
Juni. From a group of houses she built there, surrounded with a wall like a fortress, she wielded an almost ab-

solute authority over some of the surrounding districts, maintained by her commanding character, and by the 
belief that she possessed the gift of divination. She intrigued against the British consuls and exercised some in-
fluence over Ibrahim Pasha himself. As time went on, she adopted Eastern manners and customs, practiced as-
trology. and is said to have believed in “transmigration” of souls, whatever was actually meant by this expres-

sion. She incurred many debts and the bulk of her pension was appropriated by the Government of England to 
settle the claims. She felt this very keenly and shut herself in her castle, the gate of which she walled up. She 
died there on June 23rd , 1839, and was buried in her own garden. In 1845, there appeared three volumes of 
Memoirs of the Lady Hester Stanhope as related by herself in Conversations with her Physician (Dr. Charles 

Lewis Meryon, who was with her for a number of years); these were followed by another three volumes of Trav-
els from the same pen. Altogether, Lady Stanhope was a most eccentric and strange character.] 
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watch its contortions. The spectator fled at last in horror when the poor girl fell 

writhing in an epileptic fit.”
1
 

A compulsory religion can never breed anything 
but deceit. 

While deploring such a state of things in Christian countries, the Catholic article in 

question explains this tenacity for ancestral religious rites as evidence of the natural 

depravity of the human heart, and makes a loud call for greater zeal on the part of 

Catholics. Besides repeating the absurd fiction about devouring children, the writer 

seems wholly insensible to the fact that a devotion to one’s faith that centuries of the 

most cruel and bloody persecution cannot quench, makes heroes and martyrs of a 

people, whereas their conversion to any other faith would turn them simply into ren-

egades. A compulsory religion can never breed anything but deceit. The answer re-

ceived by the missionary Margil from some Indians supports the above truism. The 

question being: 

“How is it that you are so heathenish after having been Christians so long?” 

Nagualism and voodoo-worship are devil-worship. 

Heathen rites practiced in secret, and crypto-paganism or nagual-

ism, flourish today, as in the days of Montezuma. 

The answer was: 

“What would you do, father, if enemies of your faith entered your land? Would 

you not take all your books and vestments and signs of religion, and retire to 

the most secret caves and mountains? This is just what our priests, and 

prophets, and soothsayers, and nagualists
2
 have done to this time and are still 

doing.” 

In virtue and probity, the Japanese surpassed many nations. 

Such an answer from a Roman Catholic, questioned by a missionary of either Greek 

or Protestant Church, would earn for him the crown of a saint in the Popish Martyr-

ology. Better a “heathen” religion that can extort from a Francis Xavier
3
 such a trib-

ute as he pays the Japanese, in saying that “in virtue and probity they surpassed all 

the nations he had ever seen”; than a Christianity whose advance over the face of the 

                                            
1
 [Cf. Hippolyte Piron, L’île de Cuba: Santiago, Puerto-Principe, Matanzas, et la Havane. Paris, R. Plon et Cie, 

1876; pp. 48-52.] 

2
 [i.e., Crypto-Paganism. Cf. “We find the Catholic World newspaper, in a recent number, bitterly complaining 

that the old Pagan element of the aboriginal inhabitants of America does not seem to be utterly dead in the 
United States. Even where tribes have been for long years under the care of Christian teachers, heathen rites 
are practiced in secret, and crypto-paganism, or nagualism, flourishes now, as in the days of Montezuma. It 

says: ‘Nagualism and voodoo-worship’ — as it calls these two strange sects — ‘are direct devil-worship.’ ”  — Isis 
Unveiled, I. pp. 556-57.] 

3
 [Francis Xavier, 1506-1552, born Francisco de Jasso y Azpilicueta, and venerated as Saint Francis Xavier, 

was a Navarrese cleric and missionary. He co-founded the Society of Jesus and, as a representative of the Por-
tuguese Empire, led the first Christian mission to Japan.] 
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earth sweeps aboriginal nations out of existence as with a hurricane of fire.
1
 Disease, 

drunkenness, and demoralization are the immediate results of apostasy from the 

faith of their fathers, and conversion into a religion of mere forms. 

The British government turned the natives of India from a sober 

race to a nation of drunkards. And British greed forced into China 

the accursed opium traffic. 

What Christianity is doing for British India, we need go to no inimical sources to in-

quire. Captain O’Grady, the British ex-official, says: 

The British government is doing a shameful thing in turning the natives of In-

dia from a sober race to a nation of drunkards. [574] And for pure greed. Drink-

ing is forbidden by the religion alike of Hindus and Mussulmans. But . . . 

drinking is daily becoming more and more prevalent . . . What the accursed 

opium traffic, forced on China by British greed, has been to that unhappy 

country, the government sale of liquor is likely to become to India. For it is a 

government monopoly, based on almost precisely the same model as the gov-

ernment monopoly of tobacco in Spain . . . The outside domestics in European 

families usually get to be terrible drunkards . . . The indoor servants usually 

detest drinking, and are a good deal more respectable in this particular than 

their masters and mistresses . . . everybody drinks . . . bishops, chaplains, 

freshly-imported boarding-school girls, and all.
2
 

Old religions are but chapters of the entire volume of archaic pri-

meval mysteries. However much they may conflict in appearance, 

they are the outcome of the Universal Wisdom-Religion. 

Yet, Christianity denied everything noble, spiritual, and elevating 

in the indigenous religions, and falsified their pristine purity! 

Yes, these are the “blessings” that the modern Christian religion brings with its Bi-

bles and Catechisms to the “poor heathen.” Rum and bastardy to Hindustan; opium 

to China; rum and foul disorders to Tahiti; and, worst of all, the example of hypocrisy 

in religion, and a practical scepticism and atheism which, since it seems to be good 

enough for civilized people, may well in time be thought good enough for those whom 

theology has too often been holding under a very heavy yoke. On the other hand, 

everything that is noble, spiritual, elevating in the old
3
 religion is denied, and even 

deliberately falsified. 

                                            
1
 Within less than four months we have collected from the daily papers forty-seven cases of crime, ranging from 

drunkenness up to murder, committed by ecclesiastics in the United States only. By the end of the year our 

correspondents in the East will have valuable facts to offset missionary denunciations of “heathen” misdemean-
ours. 

2
 [Commercial Bulletin, March 17th, 1877.] 

3
 [indigenous] 
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The real founder of Christianity was Paul, not Jesus. 

Irenæus, Epiphanius, and Eusebius have transmitted to posterity 

a reputation for untruth and dishonest practices; and the heart 

sickens at the horrors and crimes of that period. 

Take Paul, read the little of original that is left of him in the writings attributed to 

this brave, honest, sincere man, and see whether any one can find a word therein to 

show that Paul meant by the word Christ anything more than the abstract ideal of 

the personal divinity indwelling in man. For Paul, Christ is not a person, but an em-

bodied idea. 

If any man is in Christ he is a new creature, he is a new creature: old things 

are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
1
 

He is reborn, as after initiation, for the Lord is spirit — the spirit of man. Paul was 

the only one of the apostles who had understood the secret ideas underlying the 

teachings of Jesus, although he had never met him. But Paul had been initiated 

himself; and, bent upon inaugurating a new and broad reform, one embracing the 

whole of humanity, he sincerely set his own doctrines far above the wisdom of the 

ages, above the ancient Mysteries and final revelation to the epoptai. As Professor A. 

Wilder well proves in a series of able articles, it was not Jesus, but Paul who was the 

real founder of Christianity. 

“The disciples were called Christians first in Antioch,” 

say the Acts of the Apostles, xi, 26. 

Such men as Irenæus, Epiphanius, and Eusebius have transmitted to posterity 

a reputation for untruth and dishonest practices; and the heart sickens at the 

story of the crimes of that [575] period, 

writes this author, in a recent article.
2
 

It will be remembered [he adds] that when the Moslems overran Syria and Asia 

Minor for the first time, they were welcomed by the Christians of those regions 

as deliverers from the intolerable oppression of the ruling authorities of the 

Church. 

Mohammed never was considered a god; yet, under the stimulus 

of his name, millions of Moslems have served their God with an 

ardour that can never be paralleled by Christian sectarianism. 

The Sermon on the Mount has been repudiated by every Christian 

community. Barbarism, oppression, cruel punishments, are as 

common now as in the days of Paganism. 

Mohammed never was, neither is he now, considered a god; yet under the stimulus 

of his name millions of Moslems have served their God with an ardour that can never 

                                            
1
 [2 Corinthians v, 17.] 

2
 The Evolution, September 1877, art. “Paul, the founder of Christianity.” [Consult “Paul an Initiate and founder 

of Christianity,” and “Peter not an Initiate and the enemy of Paul.” in our Buddhas and Initiates Series. — ED. 

PHIL.] 
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be paralleled by Christian sectarianism. That they have sadly degenerated since the 

days of their prophet, does not alter the case in hand, but only proves the more the 

prevalence of matter over spirit all over the world. Besides, they have never degener-

ated more from primitive faith than Christians themselves. Why, then, should not 

Jesus of Nazareth, a thousand-fold higher, nobler, and morally grander than Mo-

hammed, be as well revered by Christians and followed in practice, instead of being 

blindly adored in fruitless faith as a god and, at the same time, worshipped much af-

ter the fashion of certain Buddhists, who turn their wheel of prayers. That this faith 

has become sterile, and is no more worthy [of] the name of Christianity than the fet-

ishism of Kalmucks. that of the philosophy preached by Buddha is doubted by none. 

Says Dr. Alexander Wilder: 

We would not be supposed to entertain the opinion that modern Christianity is 

in any degree identical with the religion preached by Paul. It lacks his breadth 

of view, his earnestness, his keen spiritual perception. Bearing the impress of 

the nations by which it is professed, it exhibits as many forms as there are rac-

es. It is one thing in Italy and Spain, but widely differs in France, Germany, 

Holland, Sweden, Great Britain, Russia, Armenia, Kurdistan, and Abyssinia. As 

compared with the preceding worships, the change seems to be more in name 

than in genius. Men had gone to bed Pagans, and awoke Christians. As for the 

Sermon on the Mount, its conspicuous doctrines are more or less repudiated by 

every Christian community of any considerable dimension. Barbarism, oppres-

sion, cruel punishments, are as common now as in the days of Paganism. 

The Christianity of Peter exists no more; that of Paul supplanted 

it, and was in its turn amalgamated with other world-religions. 

The Christianity of Peter exists no more; that of Paul supplanted it, and was in 

its turn amalgamated with the other world-religions. When mankind are en-

lightened, or the barbarous races and families are supplanted by those of no-

bler nature and instincts, the ideal excellencies may become realities. 

The Christ of Paul is something else than the Jesus of the Gospels. 

He treats Christ as a personage rather than as a person. 

The “Christ of Paul” has constituted an enigma which evoked the most strenu-

ous endeavour to solve. He was something else than the Jesus of the Gospels. 

Paul disregarded utterly their “endless genealogies.” The [576] author of the 

fourth Gospel,
1
 himself an Alexandrian Gnostic, describes Jesus as what would 

now be termed a “materialized ”  divine spirit. He was the Logos, or First Ema-

nation — the Metatron
2
 . . . The “mother of Jesus,” like the Princess Māyā, 

Danaë, or perhaps Periktíonē, had given birth not to a love-child, but to a di-

vine offspring. No Jew of whatever sect, no apostle, no early believer, ever 

                                            
1
 [Consult “The Fourth Gospel is a theological after-thought,” in our Blavatsky Speaks Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 [Cf. “Among other absurdities, the Kabbalists maintain that the word Metatron being divided into μετα [and] 
θρονος, means near the throne. It means quite the reverse, as meta means “beyond ”  and not “near.” This is of 

great importance in our argument. St. Michael, then, the quis ut Deus <Who is like God? >, is the translator, so 
to speak, of the invisible world into the visible and the objective.” Secret Doctrine, II p. 479 — ED. PHIL.] 
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promulgated such an idea. Paul treats of Christ as a personage
1
 rather than as 

a person. The sacred lessons of the secret assemblies, often personified the di-

vine good and the divine truth in a human form, assailed by the passions and 

appetites of mankind but superior to them; and this doctrine, emerging from 

the crypt, was apprehended by churchlings
2
 and gross-minded men as that of 

immaculate conception and divine incarnation.
3
 

The Christians have no better right to force their religion upon 

others against their will, and in their own country (where they 

kept barging in, unasked), than the so-called heathen to compel 

France or England to accept Buddhism at the point of the sword! 

In the old book, published in 1693 and written by the Sieur de la Loubère, French 

Ambassador to the King of Siam,
4
 are related many interesting facts of the Siamese 

religion. The remarks of the satirical Frenchman are so pointed that we will quote his 

words about the Siamese Saviour — Sommona-Codom. 

How marvellous soever they pretend the birth of their Saviour has been, they 

cease not to give him a father and a mother.
5
 His mother, whose name is found 

in some of their Balie [Pāli?] books, was called, as they say, Mahā MARIA, which 

seems to signify the Great Mary, for Mahā signifies great. . . . However it be, 

this ceases not to give attention to the missionaries, and has perhaps given oc-

casion to the Siamese to believe that Jesus being the son of Mary, was brother 

to Sommona-Codom and that, having been crucified, he was that wicked 

brother whom they give to Sommona-Codom, under the name of Thevetat, and 

whom they report to be punished in Hell, with a punishment which participates 

something of the Cross. . . . The Siamese expect another Sommona-Codom, I 

mean, another miraculous man like him, whom they already named Pra-

Narotte, and whom they say was foretold by Sommona. . . . He made all sorts of 

miracles . . . He had two disciples, both standing on each hand of his idol; one 

on the right hand, and the other on the left . . . the first is named Pra-Mogla, 

and the second Pra-Scaribout. . . . The father of Sommona-Codom was, accord-

ing to this same Balie Book, a King of Teve Lanca, that is to say, a King of the 

famous Ceylon. But the Balie Books being without date, and without the au-

thor’s name, have no more authority than all the traditions, whose origin is un-

known.
6
 [577] 

                                            
1
 [i.e., one distinguished for presence and personal power, whose decisions and actions have a major impact on 

events.] 

2
 [bigoted churchmen] 

3
 [From The Undying Soul and other Writings of Alexander Wilder.] 

4
 [Simon de la Loubère, 1642-1729, Envoy to Siam from France, A New Historical Relation of the Kingdom of Si-
am, “Diverse Observations to be Made in Preaching the Gospel to the Orientals,” pp. 136-37; London: Tho. 

Horne, 1693.] 

5
 We find in Galatians iv, 4, the following: “But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, 

made of a woman, made under the law.” 

6
 The date has been fully established for these Pāli Books in our own century; sufficiently so, at least, to show 

that they existed in Ceylon, 316 BCE, when Mahinda, the son of Aśoka, was there (See Max Müller, Chips from a 
German Workshop, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 196.] 
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We do not know of any book in the whole world less authenticat-

ed as to dates, authors’ names, and tradition, than the Christian 

Bible. 

This last argument is as ill-considered as it is naïvely expressed. We do not know of 

any book in the whole world less authenticated as to date, authors’ names, or tradi-

tion, than our Christian Bible. Under these circumstances the Siamese have as 

much reason to believe in their miraculous Sommona-Codom, as the Christians in 

their miraculously-born Saviour. Moreover, they have no better right to force their re-

ligion upon the Siamese, or any other people, against their will, and in their own 

country, where they go unasked, than the so-called heathen “to compel France or 

England to accept Buddhism at the point of the sword.” A Buddhist missionary, even 

in free-thinking America, would daily risk being mobbed, but this does not at all pre-

vent missionaries from abusing the religion of the Brahmans, Lamas, and Bonzes, 

publicly to their teeth; and the latter are not always at liberty to answer them. This is 

termed diffusing the beneficent light of Christianity and civilization upon the dark-

ness of heathenism! 

And yet we find that these pretensions — which might appear ludicrous were they 

[are] not so fatal to millions of our fellow-men, who only ask to be left alone — were 

fully appreciated as early as in the seventeenth century. We find the same witty 

Monsieur de la Loubère, under a pretext of pious sympathy, giving some truly curi-

ous instructions to the ecclesiastical authorities at home,
1
 which embody the very 

soul of Jesuitism: 

From what I have said concerning the opinions of the Orientals, it is easy to 

comprehend how difficult an enterprise it is to bring them over to the Christian 

religion; and of what consequence it is that the missionaries, which preach the 

Gospel in the East, do perfectly understand the manners and belief of these 

people. For as the apostles and first Christians, when God supported their 

preaching by so many wonders, did not on a sudden discover to the heathens 

all the mysteries which we adore, but a long time concealed from them, and the 

Catechumens
2
 themselves, the knowledge of those which might scandalize 

them; it seems very rational to me that the missionaries, who have not [578] the 

gift of miracles, ought not presently to discover to the Orientals all the myster-

ies, nor all the practices of Christianity. 

’ Twould be convenient, for example, if I am not mistaken, not to preach unto 

them, without great caution, the worshipping of Saints; and, as to the 

knowledge of Jesus Christ, I think it would be necessary to manage it with 

them, if I may so say, and not to speak to them of the mystery of the Incarna-

                                            
1
 A New Historical Relation of the Kingdom of Siam, op. cit., pp. 140-41. 

The Sieur de la Loubère’s report to the king was made, as we see, in 1687-88. How thoroughly his proposition 
to the Jesuits, to suppress and dissemble in preaching Christianity to the Siamese, met their approval, is 
shown in the passage elsewhere quoted from the Thesis propounded by the Jesuits of Caen (Thesis propugnata 
in regio Soc. Jes. Collegio, celeberrimæ Academiæ Cadoniensis die Veneris, 30th January 1693), to the following 

effect: 

“ . . . neither do the Fathers of the Society of Jesus dissemble when they adopt the institute and the habit 
of the Talapoïns of Siam.” 

In five years the Ambassador’s little lump of leaven had leavened the whole. 

2
 [i.e., new converts being indoctrinated on the principles of Christianity by a catechist.] 
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tion, till after having convinced them of the existence of a God Creator. For what 

probability is there, to begin with, of persuading the Siamese to remove Som-

mona-Codom, Pra Mogla, and Pra-Scaribout from the altars, to set up Jesus 

Christ, St. Peter, and St. Paul, in their stead? ‘Twould, perhaps, be more proper 

not to preach unto them Jesus Christ crucified, till they have first comprehend-

ed that one may be unfortunate and innocent; and that by the rule received, 

even amongst them, which is, that the innocent might load himself with the 

crimes of the guilty, it was necessary that a god should become man, to the end 

that this Man-God should, by a laborious life and a shameful but voluntary 

death, satisfy for all the sins of men; but before all things, it would be neces-

sary to give them the true idea of a God-Creator, and justly provoked against 

men. The Eucharist, after this, will not scandalize the Siamese, as it formerly 

scandalized the Pagans of Europe; forasmuch as the Siamese do not believe 

Sommona-Codom could give his wife and children to the Talapoïns to eat. 

On the contrary, as the Chinese are respectful toward their parents even to a 

scruple, I doubt not that if the Gospel should be presently put into their hands, 

they would be scandalized at that place where, when some told Jesus Christ 

that his mother and his brethren asked after him, he answered in such a man-

ner, that he seems so little to regard them, that he affected not to know them. 

They would not be less offended at those other mysterious words, which our di-

vine Saviour spoke to the young man, who desired time to go and bury his par-

ents: “Let the dead,” said he, “bury the dead.” Every one knows the trouble 

which the Japanese expressed to St. Francis Xavier upon the eternity of damna-

tion, not being able to believe that their dead parents should fall into so horrible 

a misfortune for want of having embraced Christianity, which they had never 

heard of. It seems necessary, therefore, to prevent and modify this thought, by 

the means which that great apostle of the Indies used, in first establishing the 

idea of an omnipotent, all-wise, and most just God, the author of all good, to 

whom only everything is due, and by whose will we owe unto kings, bishops, 

magistrates, and to our parents the respects which we owe them. These exam-

ples are sufficient to show with what precautions it is necessary [579] to prepare 

the minds of the Orientals to think like us, and not to be offended with most of 

the articles of the Christian faith.
1
 

                                            
1
 In a discourse of Hermes with Thoth, the former says: “It is impossible for thought to rightly conceive of God . 

. . One cannot describe, through material organs, that which is immaterial and eternal . . . One is a perception 
of the spirit, the other a reality. That which can be perceived by our senses can be described in words; but that 
which is incorporeal, invisible, immaterial, and without form cannot be realized through our ordinary senses. I 
understand thus, O Thoth, I understand that God is ineffable.” [Jacques-Joseph Champollion-Figeac, (1778-
1867), Égypte ancienne, Paris: Firmin Didot frères, 1839; p. 139.] 

In the Catechism of the Parsīs, as translated by Dādābhāi Naurojī, we read the following: 

“ Q. What is the form of our God? 

“ A. Our God has neither face nor form, colour nor shape, nor fixed place. There is no other like Him. He 

is Himself, singly such a glory that we cannot praise or describe Him; nor our mind comprehend Him.” 
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A religion that cannot be trusted to the scrutiny of an unsophisti-

cated people, who are patterns of filial piety, of honest dealing, of 

deep reverence for God, and of an instinctive horror of profaning 

His Majesty, must indeed be founded upon error. That it is so, our 

century is discovering little by little. 

And what, we ask, is left to preach? With no Saviour, no atonement, no crucifixion 

for human sin, no Gospel, no eternal damnation to tell them of, and no miracles to 

display — what remained for the Jesuits to spread among the Siamese but the dust 

of the Pagan sanctuaries, with which to blind their eyes? The sarcasm is biting in-

deed. The morality to which these poor heathen are made to adhere by their ances-

tral faith is so pure, that Christianity has to be stripped of every distinguishing mark 

before its priests can venture to offer it for their examination. A religion that cannot 

be trusted to the scrutiny of an unsophisticated people, who are patterns of filial pie-

ty, of honest dealing, of deep reverence for God, and an instinctive horror of profan-

ing His majesty, must indeed be founded upon error. That it is so, our century is dis-

covering little by little. 

In the general spoliation of Buddhism to make up the new Christian religion, it was 

not to be expected that so peerless a character as Gautama-Buddha would be left 

unappropriated. It was but natural that after taking his legendary history to fill out 

the blanks left in the fictitious story of Jesus, after using what they could of Krish-

na’s, they should take the man Śākyamuni and put him in their calendar under an 

alias. This they actually did, and the Hindu Saviour in due time appeared on the list 

of saints as Josaphat, to keep company with those martyrs of religion, SS. Aura and 

Placida, Longinus and Amphibolus. 

The history of Gautama, copied word for word from Buddhist sa-

cred books, was degraded into the filthy realism of the “Golden 

Legend.” Names of individuals have been changed, but the place 

of action in India remains the same, in both Christian and Bud-

dhist legends. 

In Palermo there is even a church dedicated to Divo Josaphat.
1
 Among the vain at-

tempts of subsequent ecclesiastical writers to fix the genealogy of this mysterious 

saint, the most original was the making him Joshua, the son of Nun. But these tri-

fling difficulties being at last surmounted, we find the history of Gautama copied 

word for word from Buddhist sacred books, into the Golden Legend. Names of indi-

viduals [580] are changed, the place of action, India, remains the same — in the 

Christian as in the Buddhist Legends. It can be also found in the Speculum Historiale 

of Vincent de Beauvais, which was written in the thirteenth century. The first discov-

ery is due to the historian do Couto,
2
 although Professor Müller credits the first 

recognition of the identity of the two stories to M. Laboulaye, in 1859.
3
 Colonel Yule 

tells us that these stories of Barlaam and Josaphat, 

                                            
1
 [Look up “Gautama Buddha Beatified!,” in our Buddhas and Initiates Series, and reflect. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 [Diogo do Couto (c. 1542- 1616), Portuguese historian.] 

3
 Contemporary Review, July 1870, p. 588. Friedrich Max Müller (1823-1900) on Édouard René Lefèbvre de 

Laboulaye (1811-1883), and Josaphat [a mythical Saint, originally the Buddha]. 
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. . . are recognized by Baronius, and are to be found at p. 348, of “The Roman 

Martyrology, set forth by command of Pope Gregory XIII, and revised by the au-

thority of Pope Urban VIII, translated out of Latin into English by G.K. of the 

Society of Jesus.”
1
 

To repeat even a small portion of this ecclesiastical nonsense would be tedious and 

useless. Let him who doubts and who would learn the story, read it as given by 

Colonel Yule. Some of the Christian and ecclesiastical speculations seem to have em-

barrassed even Dominie Valentyn. He writes: 

There be some, who hold this Budhum for a fugitive Syrian Jew, others who 

hold him for a disciple of the Apostle Thomas; but how in that case he could 

have been born 622 years before Christ I leave them to explain. Diogo do Couto 

stands by the belief that he was certainly Joshua, which is still more absurd!
2
 

Says Colonel Yule: 

The religious romance called The History of Barlaam and Josaphat was for sev-

eral centuries one of the most popular works in Christendom. It was translated 

into all the chief European languages, including Scandinavian and Slavonic 

tongues . . . The . . . story first appears among the works of St. John of Damas-

cus, a theologian of the early part of the eighth century.
3
 

Here then lies the secret of its origin, for this St. John, before he became a divine, 

held a high office at the court of the Khalif Abu Jáfar Almansúr, where he probably 

learned the story, and afterwards adapted it to the new orthodox necessities of the 

Buddha turned into a Christian saint. 

Having repeated the plagiarized story, Diogo do Couto, who seems to yield up with 

reluctance his curious notion that Gautama was Joshua, says: 

To this name [Budáo] the Gentiles throughout all India have dedicated great 

and superb pagodas. With reference to this story, we have been diligent in in-

quiring if the ancient Gentiles of those parts had in their writings any 

knowledge of St. Josaphat, who was converted by Barlam, who in his legend is 

represented as the son of a great King of India, and who had just the same up-

bringing, with all the same particulars, that we have recounted of the life of the 

Budáo. . . . And as I was [581] travelling in the Isle of Salsette, and went to see 

that rare and admirable pagoda, which we call the Canará Pagoda [Kānheri 

Caves]. made in a mountain, with many halls cut out of one solid rock . . . and 

inquiring from this old man about the work, what he thought as to who had 

made it, he told us that without doubt the work was made by order of the fa-

ther of St. Josaphat to bring him up therein in seclusion, as the story tells. And 

                                            
1
 Sir Henry Yule (1820-1889), The Book of Ser Marco Polo, the Venetian, Concerning the Kingdoms and Marvels 
of the East. London: John Murray, 1875, 2nd ed. revised, Vol. II, p. 308. 

2
 ibid., II, 308. 

3
 ibid., II, 305-06. 
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as it informs us that he was the son of a great King of India, it may well be, as 

we have just said, that he was the Budáo, of whom they relate such marvels.
1
 

The Christian legend is taken, moreover, in most of its details, from the Ceylonese 

tradition. It is on this island that originated the story of young Gautama rejecting his 

father’s throne, and the king’s erecting a superb palace for him, in which he kept 

him half-prisoner, surrounded by all the temptations of life and wealth. Marco Polo 

told it as he had it from the Ceylonese, and his version is now found to be a faithful 

repetition of what is given in the various Buddhist books. As Marco naïvely expresses 

it, Buddha led a life of such hardship and sanctity, and kept such great abstinence, 

“just as if he had been a Christian. Indeed,” he adds, “had he but been so, he would 

have been a great saint of our Lord Jesus Christ, so good and pure was the life he 

led.” To which pious apothegm his editor very pertinently remarks that “Marco is not 

the only eminent person who has expressed this view of Śakyamuni’s life in such 

words.” And in his turn Prof. Max Müller says: 

And whatever we may think of the sanctity of saints, let those who doubt the 

right of Buddha to a place among them, read the story of his life as it is told in 

the Buddhistic canon. If he lived the life which is there described, few saints 

have a better claim to the title than Buddha; and no one either in the Greek or 

the Roman Church need be ashamed of having paid to his memory the honour 

that was intended for St. Josaphat, the prince, the hermit, and the saint.
2
 

The Roman Catholic Church has never had so good a chance to Christianize all Chi-

na, Thibet, and Tartary, as in the thirteenth century, during the reign of Kublaï-

Khān. It seems strange that they did not embrace the opportunity when Kublaï was 

hesitating at one time between the four religions of the world and, perhaps through 

the eloquence of Marco Polo, favoured Christianity more than either Mohammedan-

ism, Judaism, or Buddhism. Marco Polo and Ramusio, one of his interpreters, tell us 

why. It seems that, unfortunately for Rome, the embassy of Marco’s father and uncle 

failed, because Clement IV happened to die just at that very time. There was no Pope 

for several months to [582] receive the friendly overtures of Kublaï-Khān; and thus 

the one hundred Christian missionaries invited by him could not be sent to Thibet 

and Tartary.
3
 To those who believe that there is an intelligent Deity above, who takes 

a certain concern in the welfare of our miserable little world, this contretemps
4
 must 

in itself seem a pretty good proof that Buddhism should have the best of Christianity. 

Perhaps — who knows? — Pope Clement fell sick so as to save the Buddhists from 

sinking into the idolatry of Roman Catholicism? 

                                            
1
 João de Barros (1496-1570), Da Asia de João de Barros e de Diogo de Couto, Lisboa: Na Regia Officina Typo-

grafica, 1778-88. New ed., 24-vols. Dec. V, pt. II, liv. vi, cap ii, pp. 16-17, ed. Lisbon 1780. Cf. Yule, op. cit., Vol. 
II, p. 308. 

2
 [Contemporary Review, loc. cit., quoted in Yule, op. cit., II, 300, 309.] 

3
 [Yule, op. cit., I, Introduction, pp. 15-16; also p. 13 of text; ed. 1875.] 

4
 [an awkward clash] 
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Pure Buddhism degenerated into Lamaism and fetishism,
1
 yet La-

maism, with all its blemishes, is far above Catholicism. 

Abbé Huc’s praise of Lamaism, caused his work to be placed on 

the Index of Forbidden Books, and himself to be unfrocked by the 

ecclesiastical authorities at Rome. 

From pure Buddhism, the religion of these districts has degenerated into Lamaism; 

but the latter, with all its blemishes — purely formalistic and impairing but little the 

doctrine itself — is yet far above Catholicism. The poor Abbé Huc very soon found it 

out for himself. As he moved on with his caravan, he writes, 

. . . everyone repeated to us that, as we advanced toward the west, we should 

find the doctrines growing more luminous and sublime. Lhasa was the great fo-

cus of light, the rays from which became weakened as they were diffused. 

One day he gave to a Thibetan lama . . . 

. . . a brief summary of Christian doctrine, which appeared by no means unfa-

miliar to him [we do not wonder at that], and he even maintained that it [Ca-

tholicism] did not differ much from the faith of the grand lamas of Thibet. . . . 

These words of the Thibetan lama astonished us not a little [writes the mis-

sionary] the unity of God, the mystery of the Incarnation, the dogma of the real 

presence, appeared to us in his belief . . . The new light thrown on the religion 

of Buddha induced us really to believe that we should find among the lamas of 

Thibet a more purified system.
2
 

It is these words of praise to Lamaism, with which Huc’s book abounds, that caused 

his work to be placed on the Index at Rome,
3
 and himself to be unfrocked [défroqué ] . 

When questioned why, since he held the Christian faith to be the best of the religions 

protected by him, he did not attach himself to it, the answer given by Kublaï-Khān is 

as suggestive as it is curious: 

How would you have me to become a Christian? There are four prophets wor-

shipped and revered by all the world. The Christians say their God is Jesus 

Christ; the Saracens, Mohammed; the Jews, Moses; the idolaters, Sogomon 

Borcan [Śākyamuni Burkham, or Buddha], who was the first god among the 

idols; and I worship and pay respect to all four, and pray that he among them 

who is greatest in heaven in very truth may aid me.
4
 

                                            
1
 [Fetish was and still ought to be identical with “idol,” as the author of The Teraphim of Idolatry says: 

Fetishism is the adoration of any object, whether inorganic or living, large or of minute proportions, in 
which, or, in connection with which, any “spirit” [good or bad, in short, an invisible intelligent power] has 

manifested its presence. 

Cf. Blavatsky Collected Writings, (ANIMATED STATUES) VII p. 215. Full text under the title “Animated statues, 

trophies of the Black Art,” in our Black versus White Magic Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 Evariste Régis Huc (1813-1860), Travels in Tartary, Thibet, and China, during the years 1844-5-6. Translated 

from the French by William Hazlitt, 1811-1893. London: Office of the National Illustrated Library, 1852; 
Vol. I, v. 

3
 [Index Librorum Prohibitorum [Index of Forbidden Books] is changing list of publications deemed heretical, or 

contrary to morality, by the Sacred Congregation of the Index — a former dicastery of the Roman Curia; Catho-
lics were forbidden to print or read them, and Catholic states could enact laws to adapt or adopt the list and en-
force it. — Cf. Wikipedia.] 

4
 [Yule, op. cit., I, 339.] 
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We may ridicule the Khān’s prudence; we cannot blame him for trustingly leaving the 

decision of the puzzling dilemma to Providence itself. One of his most unsurmounta-

ble objections to embrace [583] Christianity he thus specifies to Marco: 

You see that the Christians of these parts are so ignorant that they achieve 

nothing and can achieve nothing, whilst you see the idolaters can do anything 

they please, insomuch that, when I sit at table, the cups from the middle of the 

hall come to me full of wine or other liquor, without being touched by anybody, 

and I drink from them. They control storms, causing them to pass in whatever 

direction they please, and do many other marvels; whilst, as you know, their 

idols speak,
1
 and give them predictions on whatever subjects they choose. But 

if I were to turn to the faith of Christ and become a Christian, then my barons 

and others who are not converted, would say: 

“What has moved you to be baptized? . . . What powers or miracles have 

you witnessed on His part? [the part of Christ.]” 

(You know the idolaters here say that their wonders are performed by the sanctity 

and power of their idols.) 

Well, I should not know what answer to make, so they would only be confirmed 

in their errors, and the idolaters, who are adepts in such surprising arts, would 

easily compass
2
 my death. But now you shall go to your Pope, and pray him on 

my part to send hither an hundred men skilled in your law; who shall be capa-

ble of rebuking the practices of idolaters to their faces, and of proving to them 

that they too know how to do such things, but will not, because they are done by 

the help of the devil and other evil spirits; and shall so control the idolaters that 

these shall have no power to perform such things in their presence. When we 

shall witness this, we will denounce the idolaters and their religion, and then I 

will receive baptism . . . [and] then all my barons and chiefs shall be baptized 

also . . . and thus, in the end, there will be more Christians here than exist in 

your part of the world.
3
 

The proposition was fair. Why did not the Christians avail themselves of it? Moses is 

said to have faced such an ordeal before Pharaoh, and came off triumphant. 

The logic of the uneducated Mongol was incontestable and his in-

tuition faultless, for he saw good results in all religions. All he 

asked, before choosing a creed for his people, was the evidence 

upon which to base faith. 

To our mind, the logic of this uneducated Mongol was unanswerable, his intuition 

faultless. He saw good results in all religions and felt that, whether a man be Bud-

dhist, Christian, Mohammedan, or Jew, his spiritual powers might equally be devel-

oped, his faith equally lead him to the highest truth. All he asked, before making 

choice of a creed for his people, was the evidence upon which to base faith. 

                                            
1
 [Consult “Teraphim are the elemental spirits of ancient divination,” in our Black versus White Magic Series. — 

ED. PHIL.] 

2
 [bring about] 

3
 Book of Ser Marco Polo, Vol. I, pp. 339-40; ed. 1875. 
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The science of psychology in Hindostan, Thibet, and Mongolia, has 

reached an acme of perfection never attained elsewhere in the 

annals of the marvellous. That such powers are not alone due to 

study, but are natural to every human being, is now proved in Eu-

rope and America by the phenomena of mesmerism and what is 

termed “spiritualism.” 

To judge alone by its jugglers, India must certainly be better acquainted with alche-

my, chemistry, and physics than any European academy. The psychological wonders 

produced by some fakirs of Southern Hindostan, and by the Shaberons and Hu-

bilgans of Thibet and Mongolia, alike prove our case. The science of psychology has 

there reached an acme of [584] perfection never attained elsewhere in the annals of 

the marvellous. That such powers are not alone due to study, but are natural to eve-

ry human being, is now proved in Europe and America by the phenomena of mes-

merism and what is termed “spiritualism.” If the majority of foreign travellers and 

residents in British India are disposed to regard the whole as clever jugglery, not so 

with a few Europeans who have had the rare luck to be admitted behind the veil in 

the pagodas. Surely these will not deride the rites, nor undervalue the phenomena 

produced in the secret Lodges of India. The mahādevasthāna of the pagodas (usually 

termed gopura, from the sacred pyramidal gateway by which the buildings are en-

tered) has been known to Europeans before now, though to a mere handful in all. 

We do not know whether the prolific Jacolliot
1
 was ever admitted into one of these 

Lodges. It is extremely doubtful, we should say, if we may judge from his many fan-

tastic tales of the immoralities of the mystical rites among the Brahmans, the fakirs 

of the pagodas, and even the Buddhists (!!) at all, of which he makes himself figure 

as a Joseph. Anyhow, it is evident that the Brahmans taught him no secrets, for 

speaking of the fakirs and their wonders, he remarks, 

. . . under the direction of initiated Brahmans they practice in the seclusion of 

the pagodas, the occult sciences. . . . And let no one be surprised at this word, 

which seems to open the door of the supernatural; while there are in the sci-

ences, which the Brahmans call occult, phenomena so extraordinary as to baf-

fle all investigation, there is not one which cannot be explained, and which is 

not subject to natural law.
2
 

Unquestionably, any initiated Brahman could, if he would, explain every phenome-

non. But he will not. Meanwhile, we have yet to see an explanation by the best of our 

physicists of even the most trivial occult phenomenon produced by a fakir-pupil of a 

pagoda. 

Jacolliot says that it will be quite impracticable to give an account of the marvellous 

facts witnessed by himself. But adds, with entire truthfulness, 

                                            
1
 His twenty or more volumes on Oriental subjects are indeed a curious conglomerate of truth and fiction. They 

contain a vast deal of fact about Indian traditions, philosophy, and chronology, with most[ly] just views coura-
geously expressed. But it seems as if the philosopher were constantly being overlaid by the romanticist. It is as 
though two men were united in their authorship — one careful, serious, erudite, scholarly; the other, a sensa-
tional and sensual French romancer, who judges of facts not as they are but as he imagines them [to be]. His 
translations from Manu are admirable; his controversial ability marked; his views of priestly morals unfair, and 

in the case of the Buddhists, positively slanderous. But in all the series of volumes there is not a line of dull 

reading; he has the eye of the artist, the pen of the poet of nature. 

2
 [Louis Jacolliot, 1837-1890, Les fils de Dieu, Paris: Albert Lacroix et Cie, 1873, 1875; p. 296.] 
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. . . let it suffice to say, that in regard to magnetism and spiritism, Europe [585] 

has yet to stammer over the first letters of the alphabet, and that the Brahmans 

have reached, in these two departments of learning, results in the way of phe-

nomena that are truly stupefying. When one sees these strange manifestations, 

whose power one cannot deny, without grasping the laws that the Brahmans 

keep so carefully concealed, the mind is overwhelmed with wonder, and one 

feels that he must run away and break the charm that holds him. 

The only explanation that we have been able to obtain on the subject from a 

learned Brahman, with whom we were on terms of the closest intimacy, was 

this: 

“You have studied physical nature, and you have obtained, through the 

laws of Nature, marvellous results — steam, electricity, etc.; for twenty 

thousand years or more, we have studied the intellectual forces, we have 

discovered their laws, and we obtain, by making them act alone or in con-

cert with matter, phenomena still more astonishing than your own.” 

Jacolliot must indeed have been stupefied by wonders, for he says: 

We have seen things such as one does not describe for fear of making his read-

ers doubt his intelligence . . . but still we have seen them. And truly one com-

prehends how, in presence of such facts, the ancient world believed . . . in pos-

sessions of the Devil and in exorcism.
1
 

Jacolliot, the uncompromising enemy of priestcraft, monastic or-

ders, and the clergy of every religion, was so struck with the con-

trast between the fact-supported cults of India, and the empty 

pretences of Catholicism that, after describing the terrible self-

tortures of the fakirs, in a burst of honest indignation he gives 

vent to his feelings — fanatics without faith, martyrs without tor-

tures. Away, you are only beggars! 

But yet this uncompromising enemy of priestcraft, monastic orders, and the clergy of 

every religion and every land — including Brahmans, lamas, and fakirs — is so 

struck with the contrast between the fact-supported cults of India, and the empty 

pretences of Catholicism, that after describing the terrible self-tortures of the fakirs,
2
 

in a burst of honest indignation, he thus gives vent to his feelings: 

Nevertheless, these fakirs, these mendicant Brahmans, have still something 

grand about them: when they flagellate themselves, when during the self-

inflicted martyrdom the flesh is torn out by bits, the blood pours upon the 

ground. But you [Catholic mendicants], what do you do today? You, Gray Fri-

ars,
3
 Capuchins, Franciscans, who play at fakirs, with your knotted cords, your 

flints, your hair shirts, and your rosewater flagellations, your bare feet and 

                                            
1
 Les Fils de Dieu, p. 296. 

2
 [Consult “Selfishness is the hallmark of fakirs, hermits, and yogins,” in our Black versus White Magic Series. 

— ED. PHIL.] 

3
 [A term for the Franciscan Order of Friars Minor, particularly the Conventual Franciscan Friars, also known 

as Conventual Franciscans or Minorites.] 
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your comical mortifications — fanatics without faith, martyrs without tortures? 

Has not one the right to ask you, if it is to obey the law of God that you shut 

yourselves in behind thick walls, and thus escape the law of labour which 

weighs so heavily upon all other men?
1
 . . . Away, you are only beggars!

2
 

Unless Catholic and Protestant would be as fully satisfied as a 

Buddhist or Brahman, that every crime would be punished and 

every good deed rewarded, they will make the name of Christian 

hated and despised by every nation outside the boundaries of 

Christendom. 

If Church and priest could but pass out of the sight of the world, 

as easily as their names do now from the eye of our reader, that 

would be a happy day for humanity. 

Let them pass on — we have devoted too much space to them and their conglomerate 

theology, already. We have weighed both in the balance of history, of logic, of truth, 

and found them wanting. Their [586] system breeds atheism,
3
 nihilism, despair, and 

crime; its priests and preachers are unable to prove by works their reception of di-

vine power. If both Church and priest could but pass out of the sight of the world, as 

easily as their names do now from the eye of our reader, it would be a happy day for 

humanity. New York and London might then soon become as moral as a heathen city 

unoccupied by Christians; Paris be cleaner than the ancient Sodom. When Catholic 

and Protestant would be as fully satisfied as a Buddhist or Brahman, that their every 

crime would be punished and every good deed rewarded, they might spend upon 

their own heathen what now goes to give missionaries long picnics, and to make the 

name of Christian hated and despised by every nation outside the boundaries of 

Christendom. 

 

  

                                            
1
 [Consult “Celibacy, Continence, Monasticism,” in our Confusing Worlds Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 Les Fils de Dieu, p. 297. 

3
 [Consult “Agnosticism, Atheism, Monism,” in our Confusing Worlds Series. — ED. PHIL.] 
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Primitive peoples have disappeared as vapour vanishes in the air. 

But Primitive Wisdom survives: is attainable by those who will, 

dare, and remain silent — while those who have never known the 

Truth, demeaned themselves by disfiguring the order of things. 

As occasion required, we have reinforced our argument with descriptions of a few of 

the innumerable phenomena witnessed by us in different parts of the world. The re-

maining space at our disposal will be devoted to like subjects. Having laid a founda-

tion by elucidating the philosophy of occult phenomena, it seems opportune to illus-

trate the theme with facts that have occurred under our own eye, and that may be 

verified by any traveller. Primitive peoples have disappeared, but primitive wisdom 

survives, and is attainable by those who “will,” “dare,” and can “keep silent.”
1
 

 

 

                                            
1
 [Cf. “TO DARE, TO WILL, TO ACHIEVE AND KEEP SILENT,” is the motto of the true Occultist, from the first adept of 

our fifth Race down to the last Rosecroix. — Blavatsky Collected Writings, (THE YEAR IS DEAD, LONG LIVE THE 

YEAR ! )  X p. 285. 

Also cf. That “ . . . was their constant rule; to be beneficent, unselfish, and unpretending, were, with 
them, spontaneous impulses. Disdaining the rewards of petty traffic, spurning wealth, luxury, pomp, 
and worldly power, they aspired to knowledge as the most satisfying of all acquisitions. They esteemed 
poverty, hunger, toil, and the evil report of men, as none too great a price a pay for its achievement. 

They, who might have lain on downy, velvet-covered beds, suffered themselves to die in hospitals and by 
the wayside, rather than debase their souls and allow the profane cupidity of those who tempted them to 
triumph over their sacred vows . . . [such were] the lives of Paracelsus, Cornelius Agrippa, and Phila-
lethes.” — Isis Unveiled, I p. 67.] 
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Part 2 of 2. 
Primitive peoples 

have vanished into thin air. 

But Primitive Wisdom-Religion still throbs in the heart 
of those who will, dare, and remain silent. 

 

Not to commit any sin, to do good, and to purify one’s mind, 

that is the teaching of the Awakened. . . . 

Better than Sovereignty over the earth, better than going to 

heaven, better than lordship over all the worlds, is the reward 

of the first step in holiness. 

 — Dhammapada, verses 183, 178 

Creator! Where are these tribunals, where do these courts pro-

ceed, where do these courts assemble, where do the tribunals 

meet, to which the man of the embodied world gives an account 

for his soul? 

 — Persian Vendīdād, xix, 89 

Hail to thee O Man, who art come from the transitory place to 

the imperishable! 

 — Vendīdād, farg. vii, 136 

To the true believer, Truth, wherever it appears, is welcome, nor 

will any doctrine seem the less true or the less precious, because 

it was seen not only by Moses or Christ, but likewise by Buddha 

or Lao-tse. 

 — MAX MÜLLER 

State religion is a prop of government; all State religions are 

exploded humbugs. 

From Isis Unveiled, Vol. II, Chapter XI, pp. 529-587. 

NLUCKILY for those who would have been glad to render justice to the an-

cient and modern religious philosophies of the Orient, a fair opportunity has 

hardly ever been given to them. Of late there has been a touching accord be-

tween philologists holding high official positions, and missionaries from heathen 

lands. Prudence before truth when the latter endangers our sinecures!
1
 Besides, how 

easy to compromise with conscience. A State religion is a prop of government; all 

State religions are “exploded humbugs”; therefore, since one is as good, or rather as 

bad as another, the State religion may as well be supported. Such is the diplomacy 

of official science. 

                                            
1
 [Benefices to which no spiritual or pastoral duties are attached.] 

U 
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Grote in his History of Greece,
1
 assimilates the Pythagoreans to the Jesuits, and sees 

in their Brotherhood but an ably disguised object to acquire political ascendancy. On 

the loose testimony of Herakleitos
2
 and some other writers, who accused Pythagoras 

of craft, and described him as a man “of extensive research . . . but artful for mis-

chief and destitute of sound judgment,” some historical biographers hastened to pre-

sent him to posterity in such a character. 

How then if they must accept the Pythagoras painted by the satirical Timon:
3
 “a jug-

gler of solemn speech engaged in fishing for men,”
4
 can they avoid judging of Jesus 

from the sketch that Celsus has embalmed in his satire? Historical impartiality has 

nought to do with creeds and personal beliefs, and exacts as much of posterity for 

one as for the other. The life and doings of Jesus are far less attested than [530] those 

of Pythagoras if, indeed, we can say that they are attested at all by any historical 

proof. For assuredly no one will gainsay
5
 that as a real personage Celsus has the ad-

vantage as regards the credibility of his testimony over Matthew, or Mark, or Luke, or 

John — who never wrote a line of the Gospels attributed to them, respectively. Withal 

Celsus is at least as good a witness as Herakleitos. He was known as a scholar and a 

Neo-Platonist to some of the Fathers; whereas the very existence of the four Apostles 

must be taken on blind faith. If Timon regarded the sublime Samian as “a juggler,” 

so did Celsus hold Jesus, or rather those who made all the pretences for him. In his 

famous work, addressing the Nazarene, he says: 

Let us grant that the wonders were performed by you . . . but are they not 

common with those who have been taught by the Egyptians to perform in the 

middle of the forum for a few oboloi?
6
 

And we know, on the authority of the Gospel according to Matthew, that the Galilean 

prophet was also a man of solemn speech, and that he called himself and offered to 

make his disciples “fishers of men.” 

If we do not accept Jesus as God, we revere him as a man. Such a 

feeling honours him more than if we were to attribute to him the 

powers and personality of the Supreme. 

Let it not be imagined that we bring this reproach to any who revere Jesus as God. 

Whatever the faith, if the worshipper be but sincere, it should be respected in his 

presence. If we do not accept Jesus as God, we revere him as a man. Such a feeling 

honours him more than if we were to attribute to him the powers and personality of 

the Supreme, and credit him at the same time with having played a useless comedy 

with mankind as, after all, his mission proves scarcely less than a complete failure; 

                                            
1
 [George Grote (1794-1871) A History of Greece, London: John Murray, 1846-56; 12-vols. Vol. III, Pt. II, ch. 

xxxvii, pp. 335 et seq.; p. 348 in new ed. of 1862, 8-vols.] 

2
 [Diogenes Laërtius (fl. 3rd century), Lives and Opinions of Eminent Philosophers, literally translated by Charles 

Duke Yonge (1812-1891), London: Henry G. Bohn, 1853; Book VIII, “Pythagoras,” v; IX, “Heraclitus,” ii.] 

3
 [Timon of Athens (431-404 BCE), a citizen of Athens whose reputation for misanthropy grew to legendary sta-

tus.] 

4
 [Diogenes Laërtius, Book VIII, “Pythagoras,” xv; Plutarch (c. 45-50 to 120), Parallel Lives, “Numa,” viii.] 

5
 [challenge] 

6
 [Origen, Contra Celsum, I, lxviii. See also, The Writings of Origen Translated by Frederick Crombie, Edinburgh: 

T. & T. Clark, 1894-95 [v. 1 1895]; 2-vols.] 
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2,000 years have passed, and Christians do not reckon one-fifth part of the popula-

tion of the globe, nor is Christianity likely to progress any better in the future. No, we 

aim but at strict justice, leaving all personality aside. We question those who, ador-

ing neither Jesus, Pythagoras, nor Apollonius, yet recite the idle gossip of their con-

temporaries; those who in their books either maintain a prudent silence, or speak of 

“our Saviour” and “our Lord,” as though they believed any more in the made-up theo-

logical Christ, than in the fabulous Fo
1
 of China. 

There were no atheists in those days of old; no disbelievers or 

materialists, in the modern sense of the word, as there were no 

bigoted detractors. The views of Pyrrho, whose rationalism has 

become proverbial, can be interpreted only by the light of the old-

est Hindu philosophy. He cannot be declared as atheist, no more 

than Kapila, Giordano Bruno, or Spinoza, who were also treated 

as atheists. 

There were no Atheists in those days of old; no disbelievers or materialists, in the 

modern sense of the word, as there were no bigoted detractors. He who judges the 

ancient philosophies by their external phraseology, and quotes from ancient writings 

sentences seemingly atheistical, is unfit to be trusted as a critic, for he is unable to 

penetrate into the inner sense of their metaphysics. The views of Pyrrhō,
2
 whose ra-

tionalism has become proverbial, can be interpreted only by the light of the oldest 

Hindu philosophy. From Manu down to the latest Svābhāvika, its leading metaphysi-

cal feature ever was to proclaim the reality and supremacy of spirit, with a vehe-

mence proportionate to the denial of [531] the objective existence of our material 

world — passing phantom of temporary forms and beings. The numerous schools be-

gotten by Kapila, reflect his philosophy no clearer than the doctrines left as a legacy 

to thinkers by Timon, Pyrrhō’s “Prophet,” as Sextus Empiricus calls him. His views 

on the divine repose of the soul, his proud indifference to the opinion of his fellow 

men, his contempt for sophistry, reflect in an equal degree stray beams of the self-

contemplation of the Gymnosophists and of the Buddhist Vaibhāshikas. Notwith-

standing that he and his followers are termed, from their state of constant suspense, 

“sceptics,” “doubters,” inquirers, and emphatics,
3
 only because they postponed their 

final judgment on dilemmas, with which our modern philosophers prefer dealing, Al-

exander-like, by cutting the Gordian knot, and then declaring the dilemma a super-

stition, such men as Pyrrhō cannot be pronounced atheists. No more can Kapila, or 

Giordano Bruno, or again Spinoza, who were also treated as atheists; nor yet, the 

great Hindu poet, philosopher, and dialectician, Veda-Vyāsa, whose principle that all 

is illusion — save the Great Unknown and His direct Essence — Pyrrhō has adopted 

in full. 

These philosophical beliefs extended like a network over the whole pre-Christian 

world; and, surviving persecution and misrepresentations, form the cornerstone of 

every now existing religion outside Christianity. 

                                            
1
 [Abstract Principle, or Buddha] 

2
 [of Elis, Πύρρων ὁ Ἠλεῖος, Greek philosopher of Classical antiquity.] 

3
 [postponing or withholding judgment] 
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Despite missions, despite armies, despite enforced commercial in-

tercourse, the “heathen” find nothing in the teachings of Jesus 

that Krishna and Gautama had not taught them before. 

Comparative theology is a two-edged weapon, and has so proved itself. But the Chris-

tian advocates, unabashed by evidence, force comparison in the serenest way; Chris-

tian legends and dogmas, they say, do somewhat resemble the heathen, it is true; 

but see, while the one teaches us the existence, powers, and attributes of an all-wise, 

all-good Father-God, Brahmanism gives us a multitude of minor gods, and Bud-

dhism none whatever; one is fetishism and polytheism, the other bald
1
 atheism. Je-

hovah is the one true God, and the Pope and Martin Luther are His prophets! This is 

one edge of the sword, and this the other: Despite missions, despite armies, despite 

enforced commercial intercourse, the “heathen” find nothing in the teachings of Je-

sus — sublime though as some are — that Krishna and Gautama had not taught 

them before. And so, to gain over any new converts, and keep the few already won by 

centuries of cunning, the Christians give the “heathen” dogmas more absurd than 

their own, and cheat them by adopting the habit of their native priests, and practic-

ing the very “idolatry and fetishism,” which they so disparage in the “heathens.” 

Comparative theology works both ways. 

In Siam and Burma, Catholic missionaries have become perfect Talapoïns to all ex-

ternal appearance, i.e., minus their virtues; and throughout India, especially in the 

south, they were denounced by their [532] own colleague, the Abbé Dubois.
2
 This was 

afterward vehemently denied. But now we have living witnesses to the correctness of 

the charge. Among others, Captain O’Grady, already quoted, a native of Madras, 

writes the following on this systematic method of deception: 

The hypocritical beggars profess total abstinence and horror of flesh to concili-

ate converts from Hinduism. . . . I got one father, or rather, he got himself glori-

ously drunk in my house, time and again, and the way he pitched into roast 

beef was a caution.
3
 

Further, the author has pretty stories to tell of “black-faced Christs,” “Virgins on 

wheels,” and of Catholic processions in general. We have seen such solemn ceremo-

nies accompanied by the most infernal cacophony of a Sinhalese orchestra, tam-tam 

and gongs included, followed by a Brāhmanic-like procession which, for its pictur-

esque colouring and mise en scène,
4
 looked far more solemn and imposing than the 

Christian Saturnalia. Speaking of one of these, the same author remarks: 

It was more devilish than religious. . . . The bishops walked off Romeward,
5
 

with a mighty pile of Peter’s pence gathered in the minutest sums, with gold 

ornaments, nose rings, anklets, elbow bangles, etc., etc., in profusion, reckless-

                                            
1
 [bare faced] 

2
 Edinburgh Review [an influential British magazine of the 19th century], April 1851, p. 411. 

3
 “Indian Sketches; or Rubs of a Rolling Stone,” by Hadji Nicka Bauker Khan (nom de plume of William L.D. 

O’Grady), Commercial Bulletin, Boston, Mass.; series consisting of 49 chapters from 13th March 1876 to 14th 

April 1877. 

4
 [placing on stage] 

5
 See chapter II of this Volume, p. 110. 
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ly thrown in heaps at the feet of the grotesque copper-coloured image of the 

Saviour, with its Dutch metal halo and gaudily-striped cummerbund and — 

shade of Raphael! — blue turban.
1
 

So servile are the Catholics in their imitation, and so careful not 

to give offense to their parishioners, that if they happen to have a 

few higher caste converts in a Church, no pariah nor any man of 

the lower castes, however good a Christian he may be, can be 

admitted into the same Church with them. And yet they dare call 

themselves the servants of Him, who sought in preference the so-

ciety of the publicans and sinners! 

As every one can see, such voluntary contributions make it quite profitable to mimic 

the native Brahmans and bonzes. Between the worshippers of Krishna and Christ or 

[Virgin] Avany,
2
 and the Virgin Mary, there is less substantial difference in fact, than 

between the two native sects, the Vaishnavas and the Śivaites. For the converted 

Hindus, Christ is a slightly modified Krishna, that is all. Missionaries carry away rich 

donations, and Rome is satisfied. Then comes a year of famine; but the nose rings 

and gold elbow bangles are gone, and people starve by thousands. What matters it?
3
 

They die in Christ, and Rome scatters her blessings over their corpses, of which 

thousands float yearly down the sacred rivers to the ocean.
4
 So servile are the Catho-

lics in [533] their imitation, and so careful not to give offense to their parishioners, 

that if they happen to have a few higher caste converts in a Church, no pariah nor 

any man of the lower castes, however good a Christian he may be, can be admitted 

into the same Church with them. And yet they dare call themselves the servants of 

Him, who sought in preference the society of the publicans and sinners; and whose 

appeal — “Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest”
5
 — has opened to him the hearts of millions of the suffering and the oppressed! 

Few writers are as bold and outspoken as the late lamented Dr. Thomas Inman, of 

Liverpool, England. But however small their number, these men all agree unani-

mously that the philosophy of both Buddhism and Brahmanism must rank higher 

than Christian theology, and teach neither atheism or fetishism. Says Imann: 

To my own mind the assertion that Śākya did not believe in God is wholly un-

supported. Nay, his whole scheme is built upon the belief that there are powers 

above, which are capable of punishing mankind for their sins. It is true that 

these gods were not called Elohim, nor Jāh, nor Jehovah, nor Jahveh, nor Ado-

                                            
1
 It would be worth the trouble of an artist, while travelling around the world, to make a collection of the multi-

tudinous varieties of Madonnas, Christs, saints and martyrs, as they appear in various costumes in different 
countries. They would furnish models for masquerade balls in aid of church charities! 

2
 [Of the first Buddha, Divine Light.] 

3
 [What does it matter?] 

4
 Even as we write, there comes from Earl Salisbury, Secretary of State for India, a report that the Madras fam-

ine is to be followed by one probably still more severe in Southern India, the very district where the heaviest 
tribute has been exacted by the Catholic missionaries for the expenses of the Church of Rome. The latter, una-
ble to retaliate otherwise, despoils British subjects, and when famine comes as a consequence, makes the he-

retical British Government pay for it. 

5
 [Matthew xi, 28.] 
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nai, nor Ehieh, nor Baalim, nor Ashtoreth — yet, for the son of Śuddhodhana, 

there was a Supreme Being.
1
 

There are four schools of Buddhist theology, in Ceylon, Thibet, and India. One is ra-

ther pantheistical than atheistical, but the other three are purely theistical. 

On the first, the speculations of our philologists are based. As to the second, third, 

and fourth, their teachings vary but in the external mode of expression. We have ful-

ly explained the spirit of it elsewhere. 

As to practical, not theoretical views on the Nirvāna, this is what a rationalist and a 

sceptic says: 

I have questioned at the very doors of their temples several hundreds of Bud-

dhists, and have not found one but strove, fasted, and gave himself up to every 

kind of austerity, to perfect himself and acquire immortality; not to attain final 

annihilation. 

There are over 300,000,000 of Buddhists who fast, pray, and toil. . . Why make 

of these 300,000,000 of men idiots and fools, macerating their bodies, and im-

posing upon themselves most fearful privations of every nature, in order to 

reach a fatal annihilation which must overtake them anyhow?
2
 

As well as this author we have questioned Buddhists and Brāhmanists, and studied 

their philosophy. Apavarga has wholly a different meaning [534] from annihilation. It 

is but to become more and more like Him, of whom he is one of the refulgent sparks, 

that is the aspiration of every Hindu philosopher, and the hope of the most ignorant 

is never to yield up his distinct individuality. As once remarked an esteemed corre-

spondent of the author: 

Else, mundane and separate existence would look like God’s comedy and our 

tragedy; sport to Him that we work and suffer, death to us to suffer it. 

The same with the doctrine of metempsychosis, so distorted by European scholars. 

But as the work of translation and analysis progresses, fresh religious beauties will 

be discovered in the old faiths. 

Hymns read at the funeral services, over the body of the departed 

one. 

Professor Whitney has in his translation of the Vedas passages in which, he says, 

the assumed importance of the body to its old tenant is brought out in the strongest 

light. These are portions of hymns read at the funeral services, over the body of the 

departed one. We quote them from Mr. Whitney’s scholarly work: 

                                            
1
 Thomas Inman (1820-1876),* Ancient Faiths and Modern: a Dissertation upon Worships, Legends and Divini-
ties in Central and Western Asia, Europe, and Elsewhere, before the Christian Era, New York: J.W. Bouton, 
1876; p. 24. 

* [House-surgeon to the Liverpool Royal Infirmary. In his lifetime he had numerous medical papers pub-
lished. He was also an amateur mythologist, and wrote Ancient Pagan and Modern Christian Symbolism, 

first published in 1869 and then again in 1875. In it he elucidated the origins of common symbols, some 
of them medical. Many of the symbols he discusses are in use today. — Cf. Wikipedia.] 

2
 Louis Jacolliot (1837-1890). La Genèse de l’Humanité: Fétichisme, polythéisme, monothéisme, Paris: Albert 

Lacroix et Cie, 1875; p. 67. 
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Start onward! bring together all thy members; 

let not thy limbs be left, nor yet thy body; 

Thy spirit gone before, now follow after; 

wherever it delights thee, go thou thither. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Collect thy body, with its every member; 

thy limbs with help of rites I fashion for thee. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

If some one limb was left behind by Agni, 

when to thy Fathers’ world he hence conveyed you, 

That very one I now again supply you; 

rejoice in heaven with all your limbs, ye Fathers!
1
 

The “body” here referred to is not the physical, but the astral one — a very great dis-

tinction, as may be seen. 

Again, belief in the individual existence of the immortal spirit of man is shown in the 

following verses of the Hindu ceremonial of incremation
2
 and burial. 

They who within the sphere of earth are stationed, 

or who are settled now in realms of pleasure, . . . 

The Fathers who have the earth — the atmosphere — the heaven for their seat, 

The “fore-heaven” the third heaven is styled 

and where the Fathers have their seat.
3
 

Even the ethical code of Manu is incomparably higher than that of 

the Pentateuch of Moses, in the literal meaning of which all the 

uninitiated scholars of two worlds cannot find a single proof that 

the ancient Jews believed either in a future life, or an immortal 

spirit in man, or that Moses himself ever taught it.
4
 

With such majestic views as these people held of God and the immortality of man’s 

spirit, it is not surprising that a comparison between the [535] Vedic hymns and the 

narrow, unspiritual Mosaic books should result to the advantage of the former in the 

mind of every unprejudiced scholar. Even the ethical code of Manu is incomparably 

higher than that of the Pentateuch of Moses, in the literal meaning of which all the 

uninitiated scholars of two worlds cannot find a single proof that the ancient Jews 

believed either in a future life or an immortal spirit in man, or that Moses himself ev-

er taught it. Yet, we have eminent Orientalists who begin to suspect that the “dead 

                                            
1
 Oriental and Linguistic Studies, “Vedic Doctrine of a Future Life,” pp. 56-57, by W. Dwight Whitney, Prof. of 

Sanskrit and Comparative Philology at Yale College. 

[William Dwight Whitney, 1827-1894, American linguist, philologist, and lexicographer known for his work on 

Sanskrit grammar and Vedic philology, as well as his influential view of language as a social institution. He was 
the first president of the American Philological Association, and editor-in-chief of The Century Dictionary. — Cf. 
Wikipedia.] 

2
 [cremation] 

3
 Rig-Veda, x, 14 [op. cit., p. 59.] 

4
 [Look up “Capital punishment is a relic of Jewish barbarity,” “The Origin of Good and Evil,” and “The Original 

Sin is a Jewish Invention,” in our Black versus White Magic Series. — ED. PHIL.] 
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letter” conceals something not apparent at first sight. So Professor Whitney tells us 

that 

. . . as we look yet further into the forms of the modern Hindu ceremonial we 

discover not a little of the same discordance between creed and observance; the 

one is not explained by the other [says this great American scholar. He adds:] 

We are forced to the conclusion either that India derived its system of rites from 

some foreign source, and practiced them blindly, careless of their true import, 

or else that those rites are the production of another doctrine of older date, and 

have maintained themselves in popular usage after the decay of the creed of 

which they were the original expression.
1
 

This creed has not decayed, and its hidden philosophy, as understood now by the in-

itiated Hindus, is just as it was 10,000 years ago. But can our scholars seriously 

hope to have it delivered unto them upon their first demand? Or do they still expect 

to fathom the mysteries of the World-Religion in its popular exoteric rites? 

 

[For the continuation of this article, from Isis Unveiled, II pp. 535-43, refer to “Bla-

vatsky connects the periodic incarnations of mankind’s Great Saviours,” Krishna, 

Gautama, and Jesus, in our Buddhas and Initiates Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 Oriental and Linguistic Studies, “Vedic Doctrine of a Future Life,” p. 48, by W. Dwight Whitney, Prof. of San-

skrit and Comparative Philology at Yale College. [William Dwight Whitney, 1827-1894, was an American lin-

guist, philologist, and lexicographer known for his work on Sanskrit grammar and Vedic philology, as well as 
his influential view of language as a social institution. He was the first president of the American Philological 
Association, and editor-in-chief of The Century Dictionary. — Cf. Wikipedia.] 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

She being dead, yet speaketh. 

 ABRAHM, ISAAC, AND JUDAH ARE THE HINDU BRAHMA, IKSHVAKU, AND YADU 

 ANCIENT MASONRY IS ARCHAIC GNOSTICISM 

 ARCHAEOLOGY AND ARYAN SYMBOLOGY ARE ENEMIES OF CLERICAL FRAUD 

 BEREFT OF SPIRITUAL LIGHT, MAN IS BUT A SOULLESS BEING 

 BLAVATSKY ABOUT TO UNVEIL ISIS 

 BLAVATSKY AGAINST ECCLESIASTICAL CHRISTIANITY 

 BLAVATSKY AGAINST SPIRITUALISM 

 BLAVATSKY CUTS DOWN TO SIZE A CARPING CRITIC OF HETERODOXY 

 BLAVATSKY CUTS DOWN TO SIZE THE VENERABLE SWAMI OF ALMORA 

 BLAVATSKY DEFENDS BUDDHISM IN CEYLON 

 BLAVATSKY DEFENDS ISIS UNVEILED 

 BLAVATSKY ENLIGHTENS HER READERS 

 BLAVATSKY ENLIGHTENS THE SCEPTICS OF HER MOTHERLAND 

 BLAVATSKY EXPELS A FRIEND OF COMMUNISTS 

 BLAVATSKY HATED BALLS 

 BLAVATSKY ON A CASE OF OBSESSION 

 BLAVATSKY ON A HEAVY CURSE 

 BLAVATSKY ON ANIMAL SOULS 

 BLAVATSKY ON BULGARIAN SUN WORSHIP 

 BLAVATSKY ON CHRISTMAS AND THE CHRISTMAS TREE 

 BLAVATSKY ON ELEMENTALS AND ELEMENTARIES 

 BLAVATSKY ON FOETICIDE BEING A CRIME AGAINST NATURE 

 BLAVATSKY ON HINDU WIDOW-BURNING 

 BLAVATSKY ON IRISH TALISMANS 

 BLAVATSKY ON JESUITRY IN MASONRY 
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 BLAVATSKY ON MARRIAGE, DIVORCE, AND CELIBACY 

 BLAVATSKY ON NEBO OF BIRS-NIMRUD 

 BLAVATSKY ON OCCULT ALPHABETS AND NUMERALS 

 BLAVATSKY ON OCCULT VIBRATIONS 

 BLAVATSKY ON OLD AGE 

 BLAVATSKY ON OLD DOCTRINES VINDICATED BY NEW PROPHETS 

 BLAVATSKY ON PLATO’S TIMÆUS 

 BLAVATSKY ON PROGRESS AND CULTURE 

 BLAVATSKY ON RELIGIOUS DEFORMITIES 

 BLAVATSKY ON SHAMBHALA, THE HAPPY LAND 

 BLAVATSKY ON SPINOZA AND WESTERN PHILOSOPHERS 

 BLAVATSKY ON SUNDAY DEVOTION TO PLEASURE 

 BLAVATSKY ON TEACHINGS OF ELIPHAS LEVI 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE BOOGEYMEN OF SCIENCE 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE BOOK OF ENOCH 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES IN INDIA 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE DOOMED DESTINY OF THE ROMANOVS 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE ELUCIDATION OF LONG-STANDING ENIGMAS 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE HARMONICS OF SMELL 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE HIDDEN ESOTERICISM OF THE BIBLE 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE HISTORY AND TRIBULATIONS OF THE ZOHAR 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE INTROVERSION OF MENTAL VISION 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE KEY TO SPIRITUAL PROGRESS 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE KNIGHTED OXFORD SANSKRITIST WHO COULD 

SPEAK NO SANSKRIT 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE LETTERS OF LAVATER 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE LUMINOUS CIRCLE 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE MODERN NEGATORS OF ANCIENT SCIENCE 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE MONSOON 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE NEW YEAR AND FALSE NOSES 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE NEW YEAR’S MORROW 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE QABBALAH BY ISAAC MYER 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE QUENCHLESS LAMPS OF ALCHEMY 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE RATIONALE OF FASTS 
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 BLAVATSKY ON THE ROOTS OF ZOROASTRIANISM 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE SLANDER OF THE ANGLO-INDIAN JOURNALS 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE TEACHINGS OF ELIPHAS LEVI 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE VISHISHTADVAITA PHILOSOPHY 

 BLAVATSKY ON THEOSOPHY AND ASCETICISM 

 BLAVATSKY ON WHETHER THE RISHIS EXIST TODAY 

 BLAVATSKY REBUFFS THE ACCUSATIONS OF ARTHUR LILLIE 

 BLAVATSKY REBUTS UNSPIRITUAL CONCEPTIONS ABOUT GOD 

 BLAVATSKY UNMASKS THE TRINITY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 BLAVATSKY'S LAST WORDS 

 BLAVATSKY'S OPEN LETTER TO HER CORRESPONDENTS 

 GEMS FROM THE EAST 

 INDUCTIVE REASONING LEADS TO FAKE DEDUCTIONS 

 MADAME BLAVATSKY ENLIGHTENS THE SCEPTICS OF HER MOTHERLAND 

 MADAME BLAVATSKY ON THE PHILOSOPHICAL MIND OF THE CHINESE 

 OBITUARY TO MIKHAIL NIKIFOROVICH KATKOV 

 OBITUARY TO PUNDIT DAYANAND SARASWATI 

 OCCULT PHILOSOPHY IS ANCIENT SPIRITUALISM 

 OPEN LETTER TO THE AMERICAN SECTION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

 OPEN LETTER TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 

 OPEN LETTERS TO THE AMERICAN CONVENTION 

 PAGES FROM ISIS UNVEILED 

 PAGES FROM THE CAVES AND JUNGLES OF HINDOSTAN 

 PAGES FROM THE SECRET DOCTRINE 1 - ABRIDGED 

 PAGES FROM THE SECRET DOCTRINE 2 - FULL TEXT 

 PANTHEISTIC THEOSOPHY IS IRRECONCILABLE WITH ROMAN CATHOLICISM 

 ROSICRUCIANISM WAS AN OFFSHOOT OF ORIENTAL OCCULTISM 

 ROSICRUCIANS EMERGED AS AN ANTIDOTE TO THE MATERIAL SIDE OF ALCHEMY 

 SATAN IS THE EMBODIMENT OF ENVY AND OF CUNNING 

 THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IS FAR MORE DREADED BY THE DEVIL THAN 

BY GOD HIMSELF 

 THE FOURTH GOSPEL IS A THEOLOGICAL AFTER-THOUGHT 

 THE HERMETIC FIRE OF THE MIND IS THE KEY TO THE OCCULT SCIENCES 
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 THE REAL MEANING OF THE FIRST LINE OF GENESIS 

 THE SECRET DOCTRINE (1888) VOL. 1 OF 2 ON COSMOGENESIS 

 THE SECRET DOCTRINE (1888) VOL. 2 OF 2 ON ANTHROPOGENESIS 

 THOTH IS THE EQUIVALENT OF HERMES AND MOSES 

 UNPOPULAR PHILOSOPHER ON CRITICISM AND AUTHORITIES 

 UNPOPULAR PHILOSOPHER ON THE EIGHTH WONDER 

 UNPOPULAR PHILOSOPHER ON THE MORNING STAR 

 WE ARE MORE OFTEN VICTIMS OF WORDS RATHER THAN OF FACTS 

 WITHOUT THE REVIVAL OF ARYAN PHILOSOPHY, THE WEST WILL FALL TO 

EVEN GROSSER MATERIALISM 
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	Part 1 of 2. Oh Divine Justice, how blasphemed has been thy name! A compulsory religion can never breed anything but deceit.
	Belief in the expiatory efficacy of blood can be traced to the oldest rites.
	A hangman’s ghastly record of murders and hangings.
	The murderer, overtaken by human justice, is imprisoned, wept over by sentimentalists, prayed with, pronounces the charmed words of conversion, and goes to the scaffold a redeemed child of Jesus! Except for the murder, he would not have been prayed wi...
	One of the most selfish, cruel, and heartless, crime is the seduction of a young girl. Society, by an instinct of self-preservation, pitilessly judges the victim and ostracizes her. She may be driven to infanticide, or self-murder or, if too averse to...
	If the power to pardon sinners for sinning has been given to them, did they also receive the ability (by miracle) to obliterate the wrongs done against person or property? Let them restore life to the murdered; honour to the dishonoured; property to t...
	O Divine Justice, how blasphemed has been thy name! Belief in the propitiatory efficacy of blood can be traced to the oldest rites. Hardly a nation remained ignorant of it.
	Calvin’s promulgation of Divine partiality and bloodthirstiness is abhorrent and terrifying.
	Every people of antiquity offered animal and even human sacrifices to the gods, in the hope of averting thereby public calamity, by pacifying the wrath of some avenging deity.
	No one will pretend to assert in our age that it was the Egyptians who borrowed anything from the Israelites, as they now accuse the Hindus of doing. The precedence of Egypt over the Israelites in age, as well as in all the religious rites, is well es...
	Jesus was educated in Egypt, and passed his infancy and youth with the Brotherhoods of the Essenes, and other mystic communities.
	The soul under trial is brought before Osiris, the Lord of Truth, who sits decorated with the Egyptian cross, emblem of eternal life.
	In that last and final account, it will be happy for us if we shall then find that our influence through life has tended to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and soothe the sorrows of those who were sick and in prison.
	A well is “the fountain of salvation.” The water is the male principle in its spiritual sense. But in its physical relation in the allegory of Creation, water is chaos (undifferentiated matter), and chaos is the female principle vivified by the Spirit...
	In order to acquaint ourselves with the historical Jesus, we have to set the mythical Christ entirely aside, and learn all we can of the man in the first Gospel of Matthew. His doctrines, religious views, and grandest aspirations will be found in his ...
	As man is too weak to appeal directly the Highest God, he must address his prayers and sacrifices to the intermediate divinities, to whom the day-to-day management of the world has been entrusted by the Highest.
	The philosophy of Buddhism ignores images and fetishes. Its positive vitality lies in the highest conception of man’s inner self.
	As Vedic prophecies preceded Christianity, so Krishna preceded Christ.
	Krishna and Apollo are the Good Shepherds.
	Archaic Wisdom Religion is Divine Wisdom-Power-Knowledge; an All-embracing Religion and Science of Truth and Impartiality — not authority — and revealer of the origin of faiths. In short, it is the Religion of Reason (Gnosis).
	Neither Gautama nor Jesus ever wrote one word of their doctrines.
	But despite the similarity of the teachings of Gautama and Jesus, their respective followers start from two diametrically opposite points.

	It is the Spirit that quickeneth, flesh profiteth nothing.
	When Jesus said “Drink, this is my blood,” it was meant to be a metaphorical assimilation of himself to the vine, which bears the grape, and whose juice is its blood (wine). It was a hint that, as he had himself been initiated by the Father, so he des...
	In his immense and unselfish love for humanity, Jesus considered it unjust to deprive the many of the inner knowledge acquired by the few. This was his unuttered and most fervent hope. He preached the presence of a spiritual God, whose temple is withi...
	Astronomical evidence suggests that the “Bhagavad-Gita” is much older than it is generally supposed, and endorses the consensus that its ethics and metaphysics are prehistoric — yet unageing. In fact, it is a manual of ancient catechism of practical T...

	Brotherhood ranks above meditation.
	Hints on the voluntary transfer of the adept’s spiritual entity into the youth he loves, with all the ardent love of a spiritual parent, in order to prolong the youthful vigour beyond the usual limits, after the mortal casket wears out.
	Carefully stripped of exaggeration, the “superstitions” among the Eastern people embody an universal belief in those restless, wandering, astral souls, which are called ghouls and vampires.
	Once an adept was initiated into the last and most solemn mystery of life-transfer, he belonged no more to this world. His soul was free thereafter, and the seven mortal sins lying in wait to devour his heart could hurt him no more: he has passed the ...
	The second birth, or regeneration of spirit, after the natural birth of that which is born of the flesh, had been taught 3,000 years before the appearance of the great Galilean prophet, not only in old India but also to all epoptai of Pagan initiation...

	Some people are born again; evil-doers go to Hell; righteous people go to Heaven; those who are free from all worldly desires enter Nirvana.
	Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.

	If there are counterfeits, somewhere there must have been the genuine original.
	Blood is the first incarnation of the universal fluid; it is the materialized vital light (prana). Its birth is the most marvellous of all Nature’s marvels; it lives only by perpetually transforming itself, for it is the universal Proteus.
	A tribe among the Yakuts of Siberia believe that sacrifices help each class of the good and bad deities to perform their mission the better, and so please the Supreme.
	They also believe that the light-shadows of good people, become the guardians and protectors of those they loved on earth; and the dark-shadows of the wicked seek to hurt those they knew, by inciting them to crimes and wicked acts.
	The blood-evocation is practiced in Bulgaria and Moldavia, especially in districts in the vicinity of Moslems.
	After fervent prayers, repeated face downward on the grave-mound, drops of blood are drawn from near the left bosom, and allowed to trickle upon the tomb.

	The origin of the Christian dogma of Atonement.
	One the most fearful secrets in Nature is that the sorcerer cannot die until he has passed the Word to another, a feat that the hierophants of White Magic rarely do.
	A long line of Wise Men (Magi), from the beginning of time down to our own times, pass the Word to the initiated. Then the Word flashes out like lightning and, while carrying off the initiator from human sight forever, it brings the new initiate into ...
	We have met few sects which practice sorcery. One such sect is the Yezidis, considered by some a branch of the Kurds, though we believe erroneously.
	Haiti is the centre of secret societies, with terrible forms of initiation, and bloody rites. Piron witnessed a most fearful scene in Cuba, in the house of a lady whom he never would have suspected of any connection with so monstrous a sect.

	A compulsory religion can never breed anything but deceit.
	Nagualism and voodoo-worship are devil-worship.
	Heathen rites practiced in secret, and crypto-paganism or nagualism, flourish today, as in the days of Montezuma.
	In virtue and probity, the Japanese surpassed many nations.
	The British government turned the natives of India from a sober race to a nation of drunkards. And British greed forced into China the accursed opium traffic.
	Old religions are but chapters of the entire volume of archaic primeval mysteries. However much they may conflict in appearance, they are the outcome of the Universal Wisdom-Religion.
	Yet, Christianity denied everything noble, spiritual, and elevating in the indigenous religions, and falsified their pristine purity!

	The real founder of Christianity was Paul, not Jesus.
	Irenæus, Epiphanius, and Eusebius have transmitted to posterity a reputation for untruth and dishonest practices; and the heart sickens at the horrors and crimes of that period.
	Mohammed never was considered a god; yet, under the stimulus of his name, millions of Moslems have served their God with an ardour that can never be paralleled by Christian sectarianism.
	The Sermon on the Mount has been repudiated by every Christian community. Barbarism, oppression, cruel punishments, are as common now as in the days of Paganism.
	The Christianity of Peter exists no more; that of Paul supplanted it, and was in its turn amalgamated with other world-religions.
	The Christ of Paul is something else than the Jesus of the Gospels. He treats Christ as a personage rather than as a person.
	The Christians have no better right to force their religion upon others against their will, and in their own country (where they kept barging in, unasked), than the so-called heathen to compel France or England to accept Buddhism at the point of the s...
	We do not know of any book in the whole world less authenticated as to dates, authors’ names, and tradition, than the Christian Bible.
	A religion that cannot be trusted to the scrutiny of an unsophisticated people, who are patterns of filial piety, of honest dealing, of deep reverence for God, and of an instinctive horror of profaning His Majesty, must indeed be founded upon error. T...
	The history of Gautama, copied word for word from Buddhist sacred books, was degraded into the filthy realism of the “Golden Legend.” Names of individuals have been changed, but the place of action in India remains the same, in both Christian and Budd...
	Pure Buddhism degenerated into Lamaism and fetishism,  yet Lamaism, with all its blemishes, is far above Catholicism.
	Abbé Huc’s praise of Lamaism, caused his work to be placed on the Index of Forbidden Books, and himself to be unfrocked by the ecclesiastical authorities at Rome.
	The logic of the uneducated Mongol was incontestable and his intuition faultless, for he saw good results in all religions. All he asked, before choosing a creed for his people, was the evidence upon which to base faith.
	The science of psychology in Hindostan, Thibet, and Mongolia, has reached an acme of perfection never attained elsewhere in the annals of the marvellous. That such powers are not alone due to study, but are natural to every human being, is now proved ...
	Jacolliot, the uncompromising enemy of priestcraft, monastic orders, and the clergy of every religion, was so struck with the contrast between the fact-supported cults of India, and the empty pretences of Catholicism that, after describing the terribl...
	Unless Catholic and Protestant would be as fully satisfied as a Buddhist or Brahman, that every crime would be punished and every good deed rewarded, they will make the name of Christian hated and despised by every nation outside the boundaries of Chr...
	If Church and priest could but pass out of the sight of the world, as easily as their names do now from the eye of our reader, that would be a happy day for humanity.
	Primitive peoples have disappeared as vapour vanishes in the air. But Primitive Wisdom survives: is attainable by those who will, dare, and remain silent — while those who have never known the Truth, demeaned themselves by disfiguring the order of thi...


	Part 2 of 2. Primitive peoples have vanished into thin air.
	But Primitive Wisdom-Religion still throbs in the heart of those who will, dare, and remain silent.
	State religion is a prop of government; all State religions are exploded humbugs.
	If we do not accept Jesus as God, we revere him as a man. Such a feeling honours him more than if we were to attribute to him the powers and personality of the Supreme.
	There were no atheists in those days of old; no disbelievers or materialists, in the modern sense of the word, as there were no bigoted detractors. The views of Pyrrho, whose rationalism has become proverbial, can be interpreted only by the light of t...
	Despite missions, despite armies, despite enforced commercial intercourse, the “heathen” find nothing in the teachings of Jesus that Krishna and Gautama had not taught them before.
	So servile are the Catholics in their imitation, and so careful not to give offense to their parishioners, that if they happen to have a few higher caste converts in a Church, no pariah nor any man of the lower castes, however good a Christian he may ...
	Hymns read at the funeral services, over the body of the departed one.
	Even the ethical code of Manu is incomparably higher than that of the Pentateuch of Moses, in the literal meaning of which all the uninitiated scholars of two worlds cannot find a single proof that the ancient Jews believed either in a future life, or...

	Suggested reading for students.
	She being dead, yet speaketh.



