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Instead of Black and White 

Magic, read selfish and 

unselfish motive. 
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E HEAR A GOOD DEAL NOWADAYS and are likely to hear still more of oc-

cult science. In this regard we may as well accept the inevitable. All things 

have their day, and all things revolve in cycles; they come and go, and 

come again, though never twice the same. Even our very thoughts conform to this 

universal law. The life, the teachings, and the fate of Pythagoras are involved in mys-

tery, but the fate of the schools which he established and of the followers who suc-

ceeded him are matters of history. The slaughter of the Magi stands over against the 

abuses and abominations which are perpetrated in their name, and doubtless by 

many styling themselves Magicians. 

It is not the object of this brief paper to attempt to define magic, or elucidate occult 

Science as such, but rather to suggest a few considerations which are of vital import 

at the present time, equally important to those who utterly deny to magic any more 

than an imaginative basis, as to those who convinced of its existence as a science, 

are, or are to become investigators. In both the publications and conversations of the 

day, frequently occur the expressions “black magic,” and “white magic,” and those 

who follow these studies are designated as followers of the “left hand path,” or the 

“right hand path.” It ought to be understood that up to a certain point all students of 

magic, or occultism, journey together. By and by is reached a place where two roads 

meet, or where the common path divides, and the awful voice from the silence, heard 

only in the recesses of the individual soul utters the stern command: “Choose ye this 

day whom ye will serve.” Instead of black and white magic, read, black and white 

motive. 

The student of occultism is rushing on his destiny, but up to a certain point that 

destiny is in his own hands, though he is constantly shaping his course, freeing his 

soul from the trammels of sense and self, or becoming entangled in the web, which, 

with warp and woof will presently clothe him as with a garment without a seam. 

If early in the race he finds it difficult to shake off his chains, let him remember that 

at every step they grow more and more tyrannical, and often before the goal is 

reached where the ways divide, the battle is lost or won, and the decision there is on-

ly a matter of form. That decision once made is irrevocable, or so nearly so that no 

exception need be made. Man lives at once in two worlds: the natural and the spir-

itual, and as in the natural plane he influences his associates, and is in turn influ-
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enced by them, so let him not imagine that in the spiritual plane he is alone. This 

will be a fatal mistake for the dabbler in magic, or the student in occultism. 

Throughout this vast universe, the good will seek the good, and the evil the evil, each 

will be unconsciously drawn to its own kind. 

But when man faces his destiny in full consciousness of the issues involved, as he 

must before the final decision is reached, he will be no longer unconscious of these 

influences, but will recognize his companions: companions, alas! no longer, Masters 

now, inhuman, pitiless; and the same law of attraction which has led him along the 

tortuous path, unveils its face, and by affinity of evil, the slave stands in the pres-

ence of his master, and the fiends that have all along incited him to laugh at the 

miseries of his fellow men, and trample under his feet every kindly impulse, every 

tender sympathy, now make the measureless hells within his own soul resound with 

their laughter at him, the poor deluded fool whose selfish pride and ambition have 

stifled and at last obliterated his humanity. 

Blind indeed is he who cannot see why those who are in possession of arcane wis-

dom, hesitate in giving it out to the world, and when in the cycles of time its day has 

come, they put forth the only doctrine which has power to save and bless, UNIVERSAL 

BROTHERHOOD, with all that the term implies. 

There may be those who have already in this new era, entered the left-hand road. 

But now as of old, “by their works ye shall know them.” To labour with them is in 

vain. Selfishness, pride and lust for power are the signs by which we may know 

them. They may not at once cast off disguise, and they will never deceive the true 

Theosophist. They can nevertheless deceive to their ruin the ignorant, the curious, 

the unwary, and it is for such as these that these lines are penned, and the worst of 

it is, that these poor deluded souls, are led to believe that no such danger exists, and 

this belief is fortified by the so-called scientists, who are quoted as authority, and 

who ridicule everything but rank materialism. Yet notwithstanding all this, these 

simple souls flutter like moths around the flame till they are drawn within the vortex. 

It is better a million times, that the proud, the selfish and time-serving should eat, 

drink and be merry, and let occultism alone, for these propensities unless speedily 

eradicated, will bear fruit and ripen into quick harvests, and the wages thereof is 

death, literally the “second death.” 

The purpose of Theosophy is to eradicate these evil tendencies of man, so that 

whether on the ordinary planes of daily life, or in the higher occult realms, the Christ 

shall be lifted up, and draw all men unto him. 

Man’s inhumanity to man 

Makes countless thousands mourn. 

The Christs of all the ages have preached this one doctrine: Charity and Brotherhood 

of Man. To deny the law of charity is to deny the Christ. The Theosophical Society is 

not responsible for unveiling to the present generation the occult nature of man. 

Modern Spiritualism had already done this; nor is the responsibility to be charged to 

the Spiritualists, for these unseen forces had revealed themselves in the fullness of 

time, and many millions had become convinced, many against their wills, of the real-

ity of the unseen universe. These things are here, and neither crimination, or recrim-
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ination is of any use. The responsibility therefore, rests entirely with the individual, 

as to what use he makes of his opportunities, as to his purposes and aims, and as 

he advances in his course, involved in the circle of necessity, he influences whether 

he will or no, those whose spheres of life touch at any point his own. As ye sow, so 

shall ye also reap. By and by the cycle will close and both the evil and the good will 

return like bread cast upon the waters. This is a law of all life. 

Imagine not that they are weak and vacillating souls who enter the left-hand road: 

Lucifer was once a prince of light, admitted to the councils of the Most High. He fell 

through pride, and dragged downward in his fall all who worshipped the demon 

pride. This is no foolish fable, but a terrible tragedy, enacted at the gates of paradise, 

in the face of the assembled universe, and re-enacted in the heart of man, the epito-

me of all. Only Infinite pity can measure the downfall of such an one, only Infinite 

love disarm by annihilation, and so put an end to unendurable woe, and that only 

when the cycle is complete, the measure of iniquity balanced by its measure of pain. 

Occultism and magic are not child’s-play, as many may learn to their sorrow, as 

many visitants of dark circles have already and long ago discovered. Better give dy-

namite to our children as a plaything, than Magic to the unprincipled, the thought-

less, the selfish and ignorant. Let all who have joined the Theosophical Society re-

member this, and search their hearts before taking the first step in any magical for-

mulary. The motive determines all. Occult power brings with it unknown and un-

measured responsibility. 

If in the secret councils of the soul, where no eye can see, and no thought deceive 

that divine spark conscience, we are ready to forget self, to forego pride, and labour 

for the well-being of man, then may the upright man face his destiny, follow this 

guide and fear no evil. Otherwise it were far better that a millstone were hung about 

his neck, and he were cast into the depths of the sea. 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

On Black versus White Magic. 

 “A Strange Story by Bulwer-Lytton” 

 “Adoration of male gods led to phallicism and black magic” 

 “Akhund Abdul Ghaffur of Swat” 

 “Ancient Magic in Modern Science” 

 “Animated statues, trophies of the Black Art” 

 “Auras of mediums and adepts” 

 “Between Black and White Magic there is but a cobweb thread” 

 “Black Magic is in full sway amidst mankind” 

 “Black versus White Magic, the two Opposing Powers” 

 “Blavatsky on the author of Phallicism” 

 “Blavatsky on the malignant fever of unsound scepticism” 

 “Buddhist Feminism in Ceylon” 

 “Capital punishment is a relic of Jewish barbarity” 

 “Christian Lectures on Buddhism” 

 “Christianity has retarded the Woman’s progress” 

 “Confessions of Cyprianus, the Penitent Sorcerer of Antioch” 

 “Does your mind elate with self-adoration” 

 “Egyptian Magic, good and bad” 

 “Evil is an illusion caused by the Circle of Necessity” 

 “Evil is the infernal end of the polarity of spirit-matter” 

 “Exact Science versus Archaic Philosophy” 

 “Frightening crying children into silence” 

 “How can a Black Magician be known” 

 “Hugo's La Fin de Satan (1911)” 

 “Hylo-Idealism is a fig leaf for Crass Materialism” 
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 “Insights to the high idealism and quaint wit of Eliphas Levi” 

 “Insights to the Occult Arts” 

 “Magic is the Occult Knowledge of Natural Law” 

 “Mediumship and Adeptship are poles apart” 

 “No one has the right to control the mind of another” 

 “Occultism and Kabbalah are only masks to hide the sacred truth 

from the profane” 

 “On Astral Intoxication” 

 “On malevolent bewitchments and venomous magic” 

 “Ormuzd and Ahriman are ever opposing powers, yet inseparable 

and interdependent” 

 “Papal dispensation for murder and mayhem” 

 “Phallicism and Phallic Worship” 

 “Presentiments of what lies in the bosom of future” 

 “Psychological and conjuring tricks” 

 “Reflections of an ardent apostle” 

 “Religious conversion means absolute perversion” 

 “Selfishness is the cause of all sin and suffering” 

 “Selfishness is the hallmark of fakirs, hermits, and yogins” 

 “Sin by cruel acquiescence in an unworthy fashion” 

 “Soul-destroying sophistry is fake wisdom” 

 “Spirit and Matter are dual aspects of One Cause” 

 “Spiritual progress is not aided by watching the Astral Light” 

 “Teraphim are the elemental spirits of ancient divination” 

 “The Arabian Nights are echoes from of Lemuria and Atlantis” 

 “The Astral Light reflects images of every thought and action” 

 “The Ensouled Violin” 

 “The Idyll of the White Lotus” 

 “The Origin of Good and Evil” 

 “The Original Sin is a Jewish Invention” 

 “The Pernicious Sophistry of Hypocrisy” 

 “The Pitfalls of Occult Arts and Metaphysical Healing” 

 “The power of the magician is inversely related to his worldly interests” 

 “The process of precipitating handwritten letters explained” 
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 “The Silent Brother” 

 “The spiritual blindness of anthropomorphism” 

 “The Theosophical Society’s position on hypnotism” 

 “Theological anthropomorphism is the parent of materialism” 

 “Theological malice is the root cause of Satanic Magic” 

 “Trained imagination can produce occult phenomena” 

 “True magic is the Gnosis of Pythagoras” 

 “Warning to phenomena seekers” 

 “When theological ethics speak no longer in man” 

 “Why women should avoid the Church like a plague” 

 “Yoga is a wolf in sheep’s clothing” 
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