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Abstract 1 

Mysteries exist only for the ignorant. 

Theosophy brought light to the “mysteries” of the Catholic Church, which are really 

those of the Brāhmanas, although under other names. Theosophy will never accept 

either a Christ made flesh, according to the Roman dogma, or an anthropomorphic 

God, still less a “Shepherd” in the person of a Pope. 

 

 

                                            
1
 Frontispiece by Michael Cheval. 
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First published in Le Lotus, Paris, Vol. II, No. 9, December 1887, pp. 160-73. Translation of the foregoing 

original French text republished in Blavatsky Collected Writings, (NOTES ON ABBÉ ROCA’S “ESOTERICISM 

OF CHRISTIAN DOGMA”) VII pp. 372-91. 

In the opening pages of this essay — so remarkable for its sincerity and its boldness 

— the author [Abbé Roca] raises and solves this question: 

Who can say whether the time in history in which we find ourselves is not the 

one when the great saying of Jesus Christ shall be fulfilled: 

And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, 

and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shep-

herd.
1
 

Several facts of past and present history militate against this optimistic hope. 

To begin with, there are the teachings and the doctrines of Eastern Esotericism, 

which anticipate the Kalki-Avatāra at the end of Kali-Yuga, while we are only at the 

beginning of it now.
2
 

Then there is the esoteric interpretation of the Christian texts which, read in the light 

of, and translated into, “the language of the Mysteries,” show us the identity of the 

fundamental and definitely universal truths; by this means, the four Gospels, as well 

as the Bible of Moses and everything else, from the first to the last, clearly appear to 

be a symbolic allegory of the same primitive mysteries and the Cycle of Initiation. 

In carnalising the central figure of the New Testament, in imposing the dogma of the 

Word made flesh, the Latin Church sets up a doctrine diametrically opposed to the 

tenets of Buddhist and Hindu Esotericism and the Greek Gnosis. Therefore, there 

will always be an abyss between the East and the West, as long as neither of these 

dogmas yields. Almost 2,000 years of bloody persecution against Heretics and Infi-

dels by the Church looms before the Oriental nations to prevent them from renounc-

ing their philosophic doctrines in favour of that which degrades the Christos princi-

ple.
3
 

Then again statistics are available to prove that two-thirds of the population of the 

globe are still far from agreeing to gravitate to “one single Shepherd.” Armies of mis-

sionaries are sent to every corner of the earth; money by the millions is sacrificed by 

Rome every year and by tens of millions by the 350 to 360 Protestant sects, and what 

is the result of so much effort? The disclosure of a celebrated Bishop (Bishop Tem-

ple), based on statistics, tells us! Since the beginning of our century, where the 

Christian missionaries have made but three million converts, the Mohammedans 

have acquired two hundred million proselytes without the cost of one cent! Africa 

alone belongs almost entirely to Islam. A sign of the times! 

                                            
1
 [John, x, 16] 

2
 The Kali-Yuga lasts 432,000 years, and the first 5,000 years thereof will not have expired until 1897. [See 

“Kali-Yuga and the Kalki-Avatara” in our Buddhas and Initiates Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

3
 An explanation of this word will be found later on. — Editor, Le Lotus. 
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I stated that the New Testament is but a Western allegory founded upon the univer-

sal Mysteries, the first historical traces of which, in Egypt alone, go back at least to 

6,000 years before the Christian era. I am about to prove this. 

The allegory is that of the Cycle of Initiation, a new version of the mysteries, at once 

psychical and astronomical. Sabeism and Heliolatry are therein intimately linked to 

that other mystery, the Incarnation of the Word or the descent into the human race 

of the divine Fiat, symbolized in the story of Elōhīm-Jehovah and the Adam of clay. 

Hence, psychology and Astrolatry (whence astronomy) cannot be separated therein. 

These same fundamental mysteries are found in the sacred texts of every nation, of 

every people, from the beginning of the conscious life of humanity; but when one leg-

end based upon these mysteries attempts to arrogate exclusive rights to itself above 

all the rest; when it declares itself an infallible dogma to force the popular faith into a 

dead letter belief, to the detriment of the true metaphysical meaning, such a legend 

must be denounced, its veil torn away, and itself displayed in its nakedness to the 

world! 

Thus it is useless to speak of the esoteric identity of universal beliefs until one has 

thoroughly studied and understood the true esoteric sense of these two original 

terms: Chrēstos (χρηστός) and Christos (χριστός): two poles as opposed in their signif-

icance as night and day, suffering and humility, joy and glorification, etc. The true 

Christians died with the last of the Gnostics, and the Christians of our day are but 

the usurpers of a name they no longer understand. As long as this is the case, Orien-

tals cannot agree with Occidentals; no blending of religious ideas would be possible 

between them. 

It is said that after the Kalki-Avatāra (“He who is expected” on the White Horse, in 

the Apocalypse ) the Golden Age will begin and every man will become his own guru 

(spiritual teacher or “Shepherd”) because the divine Logos, whatever name it may be 

given
1
 will reign in each regenerated mortal. There can be no question, then, of a 

common “Shepherd” unless that Shepherd be entirely metaphorical. Moreover, the 

Christians, by localizing and isolating this great Principle, and denying it to any oth-

er man except Jesus of Nazareth (or the Nazar ), carnalise the Christos of the Gnos-

tics; that alone prevents them having any point in common with the disciples of the 

Archaic Wisdom. 

Western Theosophists accept the Christos as did the Gnostics of the centuries which 

preceded Christianity, as do the Vedāntins their Krishna: they distinguish the corpo-

real man from the divine Principle which, in the case of the Avatāra, animates him. 

Their Krishna, the historical hero, is mortal, but the divine Principle (Vishnu) which 

animates him, is immortal and eternal; Krishna — the man and his name — remains 

terrestrial at his death; he does not become Vishnu; Vishnu absorbs only that part of 

himself which had animated the Avatāra, as it animates so many others. 

                                            
1
 Whether it be Krishna, Buddha, Sosiosh, Horus or Christos, it is a universal principle; the “God-Men” are of 

all periods and innumerable. 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS SERIES 

MYSTERIES EXIST ONLY FOR THE IGNORANT 

Essential Theosophical Doctrines v. 14.11, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 23 June 2018 

Page 5 of 17 

Now the word Christos is in reality but a translation of the word Kris,
1
 and that 

name is certainly anterior to the year 1 of our era by thousands of years. The proof of 

this is in that fragment of the Erythraean Sibyl where we find the words: 

ΙΗΣΟΥΣ ΧΡΕΙΣΤΟΣ ΘΕΟΥ ΥΙΟΣ ΣΩΤΗΡ ΣΤΑΥΡΟΣ
2
 

That phrase which has become so famous among Christians, is in reality but a series 

of nominatives of which one can make what he likes. The Church has hastened to 

draw from it a prophecy of the coming of Jesus. The phrase had, however, nothing to 

do with our era, as is proved both by history — from the 1st of January of the year 1, 

to the 1st of January, 1888 A.D. — and the actual text of the Sibylline fragment. 

In fact, this universal and entirely pagan prophecy, dating from the beginning of our 

race, promises us the return of the golden age as soon as “the Child,” that has been 

foretold, is born, and whose birth is as allegorical as it is metaphysical. It has nought 

to do with any particular man, any immaculate woman; it is entirely mythological in 

its form; astronomical and theogonic in its hidden meaning. In all ages and among 

all peoples, the Myth-Messiah is born of a Virgin-Mother. Witness Krishna and 

Devakī; see the Buddhist legend grafted upon the historical Gautama the Buddha 

and his Mother Māyā; notice that which was added to the biography of Pharaoh 

Amenhotep III, born of a Virgin-Mother, Queen Mut-em-ua, during the XVIIth Dynas-

ty. Examine also the inside walls of the Sanctum Sanctorum in the temple of Luxor, 

built by the same Pharaoh, and you will see four very significant scenes:
3
 

                                            
1
 An esoteric term for the word anointed. Georg Curtius sees the origin of all these terms, χρίς, χράω, χρηστός, in 

the Sanskrit gharsh (Greek χέρ ). — Principles of Greek Etymology, Vol. I, p. 236 

[Reference is here to the work of Georg Curtius entitled Grundzüge der griechischen Etymologie (Leipzig: B.G. 
Teubner, 1858-62). In the 5th ed., 1879, this subject is discussed on page 204. The only English translation 
known to exist is the one by A.T. Wilkins and E.B. England (London: J. Murray, 1875 and 1886), in two vol-
umes. However, the volume and page reference, as given by H.P. Blavatsky, does not seem to correspond to this 
translation. — Boris de Zirkoff.] 

2
 [Vide H.P. Blavatsky’s explanation of this Sibylline oracle in the second instalment of her essay on “The Eso-

teric Character of the Gospels,” and the additional data contained in Boris de Zirkoff’s endnote No. 31, append-

ed to the above-mentioned essay. (The latter can be found at the end of this document. — ED. PHIL.) 

This series of words, written in the ordinary manner and with proper accents, reads as follows: 

Ιησους Χρειστός Θεού υιός σωτήρ σταυρος. 
 — Boris de Zirkoff.] 

3
 [See the accompanying illustrations which represent the birth scenes mentioned by H.P. Blavatsky They are 

to be found on the West Wall of one of the rooms in the Temple of Luxor in Egypt. This room is situated on the 
East side towards the Southern end, and is best approached by a doorway in the East Wall of the Hypostyle 
Hall, and then by passing along the outer wall of the Temple southwards towards the first entrance on the right 
hand. The room is open to the sky, and because of the orientation the left end of the West Wall never gets the 

full rays of the sun, and is therefore difficult to photograph. The walls were much defaced during the Amarna 
religious revolution, and while restorations were made under Seti I, they are still in extremely poor condition. 

The story on the West Wall consists of three rows of pictures. It begins at the bottom right-hand corner and 
proceeds leftwards to the end of the wall; it is then continued in the middle row immediately above the last sce-
ne — the moulding of the Child and his Ka by the potter or creative god Khnum — and proceeds to the right; 
finally, it is resumed at the left hand of the topmost row, and ends at the extreme right. This is the correct order 
of the events described, if we take it for granted that the artist copied the story of Queen Hatshepsut ’s divine 
birth, as shown in her Temple at Deir-el-Bahari, where there is no possibility of mistaking the order of events, 
for they are sculptured in one long row. 

To supplement the actual photographs taken by the Epigraphic Survey of the Oriental Institute, University of 
Chicago, we append also two Plates of Drawings from the work of Albert Gayet entitled Le Temple de Luxor. Fig-

ures 197, 198, and 199 correspond to the three photographs reproduced. 

H.P. Blavatsky’s comments follow very closely the text of Gerald Massey’s own explanation. This is somewhat 
unfortunate, as the latter contains several errors. Fig. 197 represents the god Thoth announcing to Queen Mut-
em-ua that she will bear the “Great Hereditary Prince,” as is stated in the accompanying hieroglyphic inscrip-
tion. Fig. 198 represents the god Khnum (not Kneph) and the goddess Hathor leading the Queen to her bed, and 
holding out to her the sign of life. The threefold Fig. 199 represents the birth of the King. The Queen is seated 
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1 First, there is the god Thoth (the lunar Mercury, the Egyptian Gods’  Messenger 

of the annunciation, the Gabriel of the Book of the Dead ) saluting the Virgin 

Queen and announcing to her the birth of a son; 

2 Then, there is the god Kneph helped by Hathor (the Holy Ghost under its two 

aspects, masculine and feminine, like the Sophia of the Gnostics which was 

transformed into the Holy Ghost), preparing and making ready the germ of the 

coming child; 

3 Then, the mother in travail, seated on the stool of the midwife, who receives the 

newly-born in a cave; 

4 And, lastly, the scene of the Adoration. Gerald Massey, the English Egyptolo-

gist, describes this last scene as follows: 

. . . Here the child is enthroned, receiving homage from the Gods and gifts 

from men. Behind the deity Kneph, on the right, three spirits — the Three 

Magi, or Kings of the Legend, are kneeling and offering presents with their 

right hand, and life with their left. The child thus announced, incarnated, 

born, and worshipped, was the Pharaonic representative of the Aten Sun 

in Egypt, the God Adon of Syria, and Hebrew Adonai; the child-Christ of 

the Aten Cult; the miraculous conception of the ever-virgin mother, per-

sonated by Mut-em-ua, as mother of the “only-one,” and representative of 

the divine mother of the youthful Sun-God.
1
 

It is unnecessary to repeat the legend of Krishna and Devakī, of his miraculous birth, 

of the shepherds who took care of him, of the Rishis who saluted him, or of the Indi-

an Herod, King Kamsa, who ordered the massacre of 40,000 new-born males, in the 

hope of killing Krishna, one who was to dethrone him, among them. 

And has the golden age, sung by Virgil and the Sibyl, come at last? Where shall we 

look for it? Is it in the first centuries of Christianity when the pagans, in order to pro-

tect their Gods, massacred the Nazarenes? Is it when the latter, openly declaring 

themselves Christians, started drowning the gods of the heathens in torrents of hu-

man blood, in the name of Him who had preached to them, as they said, brotherly 

and universal love, even to their enemies, charity unto forgiveness, and the forgetting 

of injuries? Or is it in those centuries when the Holy Inquisition ruled, that humanity 

enjoyed its golden Age, its universal peace, material or moral? Or again, is it when 

the armies of Europe stand prepared to spring upon and exterminate each other, 

while legions of unfortunates perish of hunger and cold under the blessing of the 

                                                                                                                                   
on a midwife’s chair, placed upon a bed, which in turn rests upon another bed. Two goddesses are in attend-
ance upon her, while the baby and its Ka are received by other goddesses, probably some of the seven forms of 
Hathor. In the middle register, the centre is occupied by the two forms of the god of “Millions of Years.” On each 
side are the members of the Ogdoad of Hermopolis, primeval gods who, according to the Hermopolitan teach-
ings, came into existence at the dawn of creation. In the bottom register is a large amulet of protection, and the 
“Souls of Heliopolis and of Mekhen.” Figures 200 and 201 have to do with the presentation of the baby to 
Amon-Ra. 

It will be seen therefore, by comparing these facts with Massey’s description, that certain errors have been al-
lowed to creep into the latter. There is also considerable diversity of views among Egyptologists with regard to 

the so-called “Divine Birth” scenes. It is contested by some of them that no Egyptian version portrays the future 
mother as being a virgin, and that the “immaculate conception” idea is foreign to Egyptian mythology. — Boris 
de Zirkoff.] 

1
 [Lecture on “The Historical Jesus and Mythical Christ,” p. 5, 2nd para. Vide Bio-Bibliographical Index, s.v. 

MASSEY. — Boris de Zirkoff.] 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS SERIES 

MYSTERIES EXIST ONLY FOR THE IGNORANT 

Essential Theosophical Doctrines v. 14.11, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 23 June 2018 

Page 7 of 17 

Vicar of Christ (endowed with 20 million for his jubilee) and morality in Christian 

and civilized countries sinks below that of wild beasts? 

The fact is that the true meaning of the Sibyl’s words is really known only to the 

Adepts; and it is not by the Cross of Calvary that they can be interpreted. 

I have not the slightest intention of hurting the feelings of those who believe in Jesus, 

the carnalised Christ, but I feel myself compelled to emphasize our own belief while 

explaining it, because the Abbé Roca wishes to identify it with that of the Roman 

Church; never can these two beliefs be united, unless the Catholicism of the Latin 

Church returns to its earliest tenets, those of the Gnostics. For the Church of Rome 

was Gnostic — just as much as the Marcionites were — until the beginning and even 

the middle of the second century; Marcion, the famous Gnostic, did not separate 

from it until the year 136, and Tatian left it still later. And why did they leave it? Be-

cause they had become heretics, the Church pretends; but the history of these cults 

contributed by esoteric manuscripts gives us an entirely different version. These fa-

mous Gnostics, they tell us, separated themselves from the Church because they 

could not agree to accept a Christ made flesh, and thus began the process of carnal-

ising the Christ-principle. It was then also that the metaphysical allegory experienced 

its first transformation — that allegory which was the fundamental doctrine of all the 

Gnostic fraternities.
1
 

One fact is enough to prove that the Roman Church has abandoned even the tradi-

tion preserved by the Greek Church, in that it has adopted the solar tonsure
2
 proper 

to the Egyptian priests of the public temples, and to the lamas and bonzes of the 

popular Buddhist cult: this is sufficient to demonstrate that the Church of Rome is 

the one that has wandered farthest from the real religion of the mystical Christ. 

Therefore, the time is still far distant when “all the people of the universe will form 

one flock under one shepherd.” Human nature will have to be completely modified 

before it occurs. We will have to attain the Seventh Race, according to the prophecy 

of the Book of Dzyan,
3
 because it is then that the “Christos” — designated by his var-

ious pagan names, as well as those of the Gnostics “heretics” — will reign in the soul 

of every individual, in the soul of all those who shall have first accepted the Chrēst
4
 

— I do not say simply those who will have become Christians, which is quite another 

thing. For, let us proclaim it once for all, the word Christ, which means the glorified, 

the triumphant, and also the “anointed” (from the word χρίω, to anoint) cannot be ap-

plied to Jesus. Even according to the Gospels, Jesus was never anointed, either as 

High Priest, as King or as Prophet. “As a mortal,” remarks Nork, “he was anointed 

                                            
1
 The Gnostics were actually divided into various fraternities, such as: Essenes, Therapeuts, Nazarenes or Naz-

ars (from which Jesus of Nazareth); “James,” the Lord’s brother, head of the Church of Jerusalem, was a Gnos-
tic to his fingertips, an ascetic of the old Biblical type, i.e., a Nazar dedicated to asceticism from his birth. The 
razor had never touched his head or beard. He was such a one as Jesus is represented to be in legends or pic-
tures and such as are all the “Brother-Adepts” of every country; from the yogi-fakir of India to the greatest 
Mahātmans among the Initiates of the Himālayas. 

2
 Magnetic and psychic force resides in the hair; hence the myth of Samson and others like him in antiquity. 

3
 A Tibetan word, the Sanskrit Jñāna, occult wisdom, knowledge. 

4
 A word which is neither the Krest (cross) of the Slavs, nor the crucified “Christ” of the Latins. The Ray made 

manifest from that Centre of Life which is hidden from the eyes of Humanity for and in Eternity, the Christos, 
crucified as a body of flesh and bones ! ! !  
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only once, by a woman, and not because he offered himself as king or High Priest, 

but, as he said himself, for his burial.” Jesus was a Chrēstos: χρηστός ο Κύριος (the 

Lord is good), as St. Peter said,
1
 whether he actually lived during the Christian era or 

a century earlier, in the reign of Alexander Jannaeus and his wife Salome, at Lüd, as 

stated in the Sēpher Toldoth Jeshu.
2
 

                                            
1
 1st Epistle ii, 3 

2
 Having drawn to Madame Blavatsky’s attention that, according to certain scholars, this assertion is errone-

ous, she answered as follows: 

“I say the scholars are either lying or talking nonsense. Our Masters affirm the statement. If the story of 
Jehoshua or Jesus Ben-Pandira is false, then the whole Talmud, the whole Jewish Canon is false. He 
was the disciple of Jehoshua Ben Perahiah, the fifth President of the Sanhedrin after Ezra who re-wrote 
the Bible. Compromised in the revolt of the Pharisees against Jannaeus in 105 B.C., he fled into Egypt 

carrying the young Jesus with him. This account is far truer than that of the New Testament which has 
no record in history.” 

[Reference is here made to the tradition preserved in the Gemara of the Babylonian Talmud, namely in the trea-
tises known as Sotah (ch. ix, 47a) and Sanhedrin (ch. xi, 107b). Consult in this connection H.P. Blavatsky’s 
article, “A Word with the Theosophists” (The Theosophist, Vol. IV, March 1883, pp. 143-45; re-published in Vol. 

IV, of the present Series); a footnote embodied in the 2nd instalment of her essay, “The Esoteric Character of the 
Gospels”; and the valuable work of G.R.S. Mead, Did Jesus Live 100 B.C.? (London and Benares: Theosophical 
Publishing Society, 1903), who has surveyed all available exoteric evidence on this subject. 

The recent discovery of certain “Scrolls” in a cave around the Dead Sea go a long way towards confirming the 
tradition contained in the Talmud. 

Mention should be made here of the fact that H.P. Blavatsky’s original French sentence is somewhat ambigu-

ous; a literal translation of it makes it appear equally ambiguous in English. Therefore, to eliminate any possi-
bility of confusion, it should be pointed out that it was Jehoshua (or Joshua) Ben Perahiah who was compro-
mised in the revolt against Jannaeus, and fled to Egypt with the young Jehoshua Ben Pandira. 

Gerald Massey, in a letter to the Medium and Daybreak, a London weekly, gives an account of his historical 
researches on this important subject, from which the following paragraphs are quoted in The Theosophist, Vol. 
V, Supplement to June, 1884, pp. 84-85: 

“The Christian cult did not commence with our Canonical Gospels, nor with a personal founder sup-
posed to be therein portrayed. 

“The Jehoshua of the Talmud was undoubtedly an historical character. According to a tradition pre-
served in the Tōledōth Jehoshua, he was related to Queen Salome, the wife and later widow of King Jan-
naeus, who reigned from the year 106 to 79 B.C. She is said to have tried to protect Jehoshua from his 

sacerdotal enemies, because she had been a witness of his wonderful works. One Jewish account as-

serts that this man, who is not to be named, was a disciple of Jehoshua ben-Perahiah. It also says he 
was born in the fourth year of the reign of Alexander Jannaeus, notwithstanding the assertions of his 
followers that he was born in the reign of Herod. That is about a century earlier than the Christian era, 
which is supposed to have been dated from the birth of Christ. Jehoshua is described as being the son 
of Pandira and of Stada, the Strayed One. 

“The Rabbi ben-Perahiah is likewise an historical character. He had begun to teach in the year 154 B.C.; 
therefore he was not born later than 180 to 170 B.C. But it is also related that this Rabbi fled into Egypt 
during the Civil War in which the Pharisees revolted against King Alexander Jannaeus. This was about 
the year 105 B.C.; and as Jehoshua ben-Pandira accompanied the Rabbi as his pupil, he may have been 
born as early as 120 B.C. We learn from Tract Shabbath, of the Babylonian Gemara to the Mishna, that 

Jehoshua ben-Pandira was stoned to death as a wizard in the city of Lud or Lydda, and was afterwards 
crucified by being hung upon the tree on the eve of the Passover. Another tradition records that Jehosh-
ua was put to death during the reign of Salome, which ended in the year 71 B.C. 

“Jehoshua is the sole historical Jesus known either to the Jews or the Christians. For, Epiphanius in 
the fourth century actually traces the pedigree of his Jesus the Christ to Pandira, who was the father of 
that Jehoshua who lived and died at least a century too soon to be the Christ of our Canonical Gospels. 
This shifts the historic basis altogether; it antedates the human history by a century and destroys the 
historic character of the Gospels, together with that of any other Jesus than Jehoshua ben-Pandira 
whom both Jews and Christians agree to identify as the sole human personality. The traditions further 
show that Jehoshua was a Nazarene in reality, and not because he was born at Nazareth, which never 
could have constituted any one a Nazarene! 

“Now the Book Abodazura contains a comment on the Apostle James, in which it describes him as ‘a fol-

lower of Jehoshua the Nazarene,’  whom I have shown to be that ‘other Jesus,’  who was not the Jesus or 
Christ of Paul. Here then opens the great rift between an historical Jehoshua, the magician, preacher, 
and the mythological Jesus of the Canonical Gospels; a rift that has never been bottomed, and over 
which I have attempted to throw a bridge.” 

Consult the Bio-Bibliographical Index, s.v. JOSHUA BEN PERAHIAH. — Boris de Zirkoff.] 
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And there were other ascetics in the condition of Chrēstos, even in his time: all those 

who, entering upon the arduous path of asceticism, travelled on the road which leads 

to Christos — the divine light — all those were in the Chrēstos state, ascetics belong-

ing to the oracular temples (χρηστήριος, from χράω, belonging to an oracle; and 

χρηστήριον, vehicle of an oracle, sacrifice and victim). This was all part of the cycle of 

initiation; anyone who wants to be convinced of it has merely to investigate. No “sac-

rificial victim” could be united to Christ triumphant before passing through the pre-

liminary stage of the suffering Chrēst who was put to death. 

Astronomically, it was the death of the Sun,
1
 but death the precursor of the New 

Sun,
2
 death engendering life in the bosom of darkness. 

Psychologically, it was the death of the senses and the flesh, the resurrection of the 

spiritual Ego, the Christos in each one of us. 

Yes, it is indeed the Christos himself who directs this occult movement; but if it is so, 

it is not with the idea that Saint Peter, who denied his Christ three times,
3
 should re-

ceive the keys of the mysteries from the hands of the Mahātmans, nor that the latter 

should re-enact the scene of the three Magi-Kings. It is hardly necessary to repeat 

again that which other Mahātmans, the Hierophants of Egypt, repeated every 19 

years, according to the Metonic Cycle, five or six thousand years, at least, before the 

XIXth century. The astronomical Christos can have but one anniversary of birth and 

of resurrection in 19 years, as shown by Gerald Massey, because his parents are the 

Sun and the Moon, the heavenly bodies which accompany “the Man crucified in 

Space,” which images preceded even the figure described by Plato. That day, conse-

crated by a ceremony, was fixed in Egypt according to the full moon of Easter.
4
 

As stated by the London Egyptologist and lecturer quoted above: 

The birthplace of the Egyptian Messiah [Horus] at the Vernal Equinox was fig-

ured in Apt, or Apta, the corner. . . . 
5
 

But Apta also means the Crib and the Manger, therefore the child born in the Apta 

was supposed to be born in the Crib, and this Apta, as Crib, is the hieroglyphic sign 

of the birthplace of the Sun.
6
 

This point was indicated by the intersection of the Colure of the Equinox
7
 with the 

Equator, and as it passed from sign to sign, the corresponding star of the Orient (or 

of the East) served to mark its position. 

                                            
1
 Upon the cross of the autumnal equinox, the point where the ecliptic crosses the equator, and where the sun 

descends into that latter circle, announcing winter, death. 

2
 Christmas, when the sun reascends towards the Equator after having passed the Winter Solstice, announcing 

Spring, the renewal, Easter. 

3
 [Cf. “Paul an Initiate and founder of Christianity” and “Peter not an Initiate and the enemy of Paul” in our 

Buddhas and Initiates Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

4
 Among the Christians also, the day of the Nativity is determined by the full moon of Easter, a strange coinci-

dence! 

5
 [“The Historical Jesus and Mythical Christ,” p. 7] 

6
 The Egyptians carried the new-born in its crib through the streets of Alexandria. 

7
 [Equinoctial colure is the meridian of the celestial sphere which passes through the celestial poles and the 

two equinoxes: the first point of Aries and the first point of Libra.] 
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. . . When the birthplace was in the sign of the Bull, Orion was the star that 

rose in the East to tell where the young Sun-God was reborn. Hence it is called 

the “Star of Horus.” That was then the star of the “Three Kings” who greeted the 

Babe; for the “Three Kings” is still a name of the three stars in Orion’s Belt.
1
 

And our author adds: 

Plutarch also tells us how the Mithraic Cult had been particularly established 

in Rome about the year 70 B.C.
2
 And Mithras was fabled as having been born in 

a cave. Wherever Mithras was worshipped the cave was consecrated as his 

birthplace. The cave can be identified, and the birth of the Messiah in that cave, 

no matter under what name he was born, can be definitely dated. The “Cave of 

Mithras” was the birthplace of the Sun in the Winter Solstice, when this oc-

curred on the 25th of December in the sign of the Sea-Goat, with the Vernal 

Equinox in the sign of the Ram. Now the Akkadian name of the tenth month, 

that of the Sea-Goat, which answers roughly to our December, the tenth by 

name, is Abba Uddu, that is, the “Cave of Light”; the cave of re-birth for the 

Sun in the lowest depth at the Solstice, figured as the Cave of Light. . . . 

This cave was continued as the birthplace of the Christ. You will find it in all 

the Gospels of the Infancy, and Justin Martyr says, “Christ was born in the 

Stable, and afterwards took refuge in the Cave.” He likewise vouches for the 

fact that Christ was born on the same day that the Sun was re-born in Stabula 

Augiae, or, in the Stables of Augias. Now the cleansing of this Stable was the 

sixth labour of Heracles, his first being in the sign of the Lion; and Justin was 

right; the Stable and Cave are both figured in the same Celestial Sign. But 

mark this! The cave was the birthplace of the Solar Messiah from the year 2410 

to the year 255 B.C.; at which later date the Solstice passed out of the Sea-Goat 

into the sign of the Archer; and no Messiah, whether called Mithras, Adon, 

Tammuz, Horus or Christ, could have been born in the Cave of Abba Uddu or 

the Stable of Augias on the 25th of December after the year 255 B.C., therefore 

Justin had nothing but the Mithraic tradition of the by-gone birthday to prove 

the birth of the Historical Christ 255 years later!
3
 

Thus, with mathematics and astronomy to help us, it has been demonstrated that 

Jesus could not have been born December 25th, 255 years later; the Precession of the 

Equinoxes, or the Sidereal increment forbids it.
4
 

                                            
1
 [op. cit., p. 7] 

2
 [Lives: Life of Pompey, ch. 24] 

3
 [Massey, op. cit., pp. 6-7] 

4
 [Footnote from page 365 of this Volume: 

H.P. Blavatsky uses here a very unusual word, namely, auxis, which cannot be found in that form in any 
French Dictionary of today. It must have fallen into disuse a century or more ago. However, in an old French 
work written by the celebrated astronomer Joseph Jérôme Le Français de Lalande (1732–1807) and entitled 
Astronomie (Paris, 1764, 2 vols.; enl. ed., Paris, 1771–81, 4 vols.; 3rd ed., Paris, P. Didot, 1792, 3 vols.), there is 

an analytical Table of Contents wherein occurs under the term apside the rare word aux, signifying, according 
to the author, “à-peu-près la même chose” as does the word apside. In astronomy, the term apsis is used to 
denote, in an orbit, the point at which the distance of the body from the centre of attraction is either greatest 
(higher apsis) or least (lower apsis), as the apogee or perigee of the moon, or the aphelion or perihelion of a 
planet, such as the earth, for instance. The line joining the two apsides is called the line of apsides. [Continued 
overleaf.] 
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It is in this ancient wisdom, and in the Christos of the Gnostics under its various 

names, that the Theosophists, disciples of the Mahātmans, believe. Is the Abbé Roca 

ready to make the Pope accept this belief, and to accept it himself? — I doubt it. 

What, then, can we do? 

The Abbé Roca quotes us passages from Paul speaking of the “Word made flesh” and 

of a God existing corporeally; but the Abbé Roca is too learned to deny that the Epis-

tles of St. Paul have not come down to us entirely immaculate. For several centuries 

the Church refused them a place among orthodox scriptures, as it did also the Reve-

lation of St. John, and when these two books were accepted, they were, as is definite-

ly proved, in a mutilated form. 

But for that, the great enemy of St. Peter would have made but one mouthful of the 

apostle of the circumcision. That is why, to the expression advanced, “the Word 

made flesh,” Theosophists — Gnostic and Buddhist — could oppose these other 

words of Paul’s asking whether the Galatians are foolish enough — after beginning 

with faith in Spirit — to fall back into a belief in a corporeal god; for that is the eso-

teric meaning of what he says in his Epistle to the Galatians iii, 3, etc.
1
 

There is another extraordinary thing which the Abbé Roca really ought to explain to 

us. It would appear, from every calculation, that Paul had been converted to Christ 

three or four years before the crucifixion of Jesus! Thus, according to the Acts, his vi-

sion dated from the year 30 or 31, but according to what he also told the Galatians, 

it must have occurred in the year 27. He said, in fact, that he had not gone to Jeru-

salem for three years after his conversion,
2
 and after this he spoke

3
 of returning 

there fourteen years later, with Barnabas and Titus. Now, “the date of that second 

visit at least, if not of the first, can be historically fixed, because it was made during 

the great famine that is known to have occurred in the year 44, when Paul and Bar-

nabas sent relief to the poor.” If then we subtract 17 from the date of 44, it follows 

that St. Paul was converted in the year 27, that is, while Jesus still lived! And that 

can hardly be explained unless, as Gerald Massey proves (thus corroborating the 

facts taught in the secret books of the Gnosis),
4
 Paul had been converted, not to Je-

sus of Nazareth, but to the Christos of the Gnostics. In his Epistles he has been 

made to fulminate against the heretics, but these heretics were actually Peter, 

James, and the other Apostles. 

                                                                                                                                   
There is little doubt that the terms auxis and aux are closely related to each other, both being derivatives from 
the Greek auxēsis, growth, increase, increment; auxēin, to grow, to increase; and Auxēsia, the goddess of 
growth. The term used in Greek for the waxing moon was auxo-selēnon. Our own word auxiliary is derived from 
the same root. 

While the apsides or the line joining them do not play any direct role in what is known as the precession of the 
equinoxes, it is nevertheless fairly clear that H.P. Blavatsky uses the old term auxis in the sense of progressive 
alteration, increase, increment, progression, and thus applies it to the fact of the precessional motion. — Boris 
de Zirkoff.] 

1
 [i.e., Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? KJV] 

2
 Galatians i, 18 et seq. 

3
 ibid., ii, 1 et seq. 

4
 See Isis Unveiled, Vol. II. 

[The most likely passages are those on pp. 89-91, 137 and 162 fn. — Boris de Zirkoff.] 
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I am ignorant of what the erudite Abbé Roca intends to disclose to the world in his 

next volume on the subject of the “Fall from Eden” which he regards as a cataclysm, 

“punishment of a frightful crime, of an audacious revolt”; but I can assure him that 

the opinion of the “Theosophists-Chelas” upon the subject is already formed in ad-

vance. 

The terrible crime was merely the natural result of the law of evolution: that is the 

races — hardly solidified at first — of our androgynous and semi-ethereal prototypes, 

materializing themselves little by little, taking on a physical body, then separating 

into distinct males and females, finally procreated carnally after they had formerly 

created their likenesses by entirely different methods which will be explained some-

day (if, however, one may express by the word create an idea quite contrary to that of 

engender). 

This “audacious revolt” is again an anthropomorphic and personifying allegory that 

we owe to the Church, which materialized, in order to disguise them the better, all 

the ancient ideas — old as the world. It was a philosophic doctrine imbedded in the 

esoteric meaning of the Promethean legend. The sacred fire which he stole from the 

Gods is the flame of conscious intellect, the spark which animates the fifth principle, 

or Manas; it is also the generating and sexual flame; that spark is the reflection — if 

not the very essence — of the Archangels or Monads, forced by their karma from the 

preceding manvantara, to incarnate in the astral forms of the third great pre-Adamite 

race before its “fall” — the fall of Spirit into Matter. That supposed “revolt,” that “theft” 

of the creative fire, is a result of Evolution (of which the Darwinian theory is but the 

rough exterior husk on the physical or material plane). 

Once endowed with the creative fire, completely evolved mankind had no further 

need for the help of the Powers or creative Gods, such as the Elohim of chapter ii of 

Genesis. Men became creative Gods, in their turn, able to give life to beings like 

themselves; whence the Greek allegory of Ouranos mutilated by Saturn-Kronos, who 

in turn finds himself mutilated by his son Jupiter; the allusion is perfectly transpar-

ent; since men had discovered, thanks to Prometheus, the secret of the various meth-

ods of creation, and were creating in their turn, what was the use of god-creators? 

The so-called theft of the creative fire is, according to Enoch, the crime which caused 

the guilt of the fallen angels, of whom the Church has made Satan and his Host. 

The Abbé Roca tells us again of the “Sat of the Hermetists,” but he commits a double 

error in attributing that “Sat” to the Hermetists, who had never heard of it, and in 

calling it “Substance” like the Yliaster of Paracelsus. 

Sat is a Sanskrit term, used in the philosophy of the Vedānta; it is an adjective un-

translatable into any language; neither substance nor pure Spirit, nor even anything, 

Sat is the infinite All, LIFE, or rather ABSOLUTE Existence, which cannot be translated 

either by the verb “to be” %*% (Eheieh),
1
 or by the verb “to live” %$%, of which the 

                                            
1
 [According to Wm. Gesenius’  Hebrew-English Lexicon of the Old Testament (1836), %*% means “to be, to come 

to pass, to happen, to become, to be made or done, to come into existence,” while %+% is a more infrequent form 

in Hebrew, meaning also “to be,” or “to exist.” Eheieh, %*%!, is the first person singular, “I am,” such as in the 

well-known expression, “I am that I am,” %*%! 9:! %*%!, eheieh asher eheieh. Both verbs have their origin in 

the idea of “breathing.” — Boris de Zirkoff.] 
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Kabbalists have made a glyph of existence by transmuting it in a dozen different 

ways without the meaning being altered, and applying it to their Jehovah. Sat is the 

Absolute, or Parabrahm — and where is the Vedāntin who would ever allow himself 

to call “spirit” Parabrahm, or the neuter Brahma! — while the Yliaster of Paracelsus 

is only the Anima Mundi; it is not even Mūlaprakriti, which is the “veil of Parabrahm” 

(literally, the root of Nature ) but simply the Ākāśa, the noumenon of the Astral Light, 

the veil between the Earth and the first waters. 

To the ecclesiastical religion of Christianity which has materialized everything, which 

has carnalised the Logos or Word, which, out of the unknown God of St. Paul, has 

made an anthropomorphic being, our SAT would never be either comprehensible or 

acceptable; our Sat, of which Ain-Soph, the negative divinity of the Kabbalists, is 

merely a pale metaphysical copy. 

As a Roman Catholic, the Abbé Roca tells us that, “outside of God, there exists in the 

universe but one and the same substance,” whatever that may be. Disciples of the 

Mahātmans, the Theosophists answer him: we reject a conditioned and limited God, 

though he would have outside of himself but one mathematical point! We are not 

looking for a dwarf-God, a God endowed with human attributes, made in the image 

of man; above all, we do not want a God fashioned by the mortal architects of a 

Church which has had the audacity to proclaim itself infallible! The Divinity that we 

acknowledge, we who hardly dare to formulate an adumbration of its conception, is 

God-the ALL, absolute, infinite, without beginning or end; the omnipresent divinity, of 

which the only WORD that can be “made flesh” is Humanity! And that Word, which 

corporeal mankind — especially that mankind found under the aegis of the Churches 

— crucifies constantly and without intermission, that Word is resurrected only in 

that man who is sufficiently liberated from bonds tied by mortal hands, no longer to 

make for himself an earthly idol, either of the Church — the statue with feet of clay 

— or the world — the Satan who never renounces his pomp and works! 

The Christos which Theosophists, thus liberated, have acknowledged, ever since the 

secula seculorum,
1
 is the spiritual Ego, glorious and triumphant over the flesh. But, 

as the allegory of the Four Evangelists shows, the Son, from his resurrection, as-

cends to heaven to be forever one with the Father. Does that mean that we should 

accept the “miracle” of the Ascension as applied to the resurrected body of a man 

who has been made into a God? Does it mean that a fact so supernatural has ever 

taken place in the history of mankind? No! We absolutely reject such an interpreta-

tion, we reject that dogma which degrades the great mystery of universal Unity,
2
 be-

cause, as far as we are concerned, we explain it quite differently: 

Once united to his Ātman-Christos, the Ego, by that very act, loses the great illusion 

called ego-ism, and perceives at last the fullness of truth; that Ego knows that it has 

never lived outside the great All, and that it is inseparable from it. Such is Nirvāna, 

which, for it, is but the return to its primitive condition or state. Imprisoned in its 

                                            
1
 [In a century of centuries, i.e., eternity.] 

2
 The legend of the Ascension is merely an allegory as old as the world; to believe in it one would have also to 

admit the authenticity of the ascension of Elijah carried alive into cosmic space, himself, his horses and his 
chariot. 
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oubliette
1
 of flesh and matter, it had lost even the conception or memory of that con-

dition, but once the light of Spirit has revealed to it the illusion of the senses, it plac-

es no more trust in earthly things, for it has learned to scorn them; the Son is now 

united to the Father; thenceforth the soul is one with Spirit! And when a man has 

reached this point in the Gnosis, or Theosophy, what has he then to do with the 

dogmas of any Church? 

As to the Church, it has always made mysteries, and as the Abbé says very correctly, 

“mysteries exist only for the ignorant”; furthermore, is it not Christ himself who is 

made by the Catholic Church to say: “ . . . that which ye have spoken in the ear in 

closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops.”
2
 And what is that, but a repetition 

of the commandment of Gautama the Buddha: 

Go and proclaim on the housetops of the pariahs, and in broad daylight, the 

mysteries of the Brāhmanas which they have kept secret in their temples. They 

have done so for love of power, for control of the blind, and to usurp the pre-

rogatives of the Devas (Gods). 

What the Brāhmanas were doing when Siddhārtha Buddha came to deliver the peo-

ple from the yoke of that caste, the Roman Church has done to this very day in the 

West; Theosophists will bring to light the mysteries of the Catholic Church, which are 

really those of the Brāhmanas, although under other names; in doing so, they will 

merely follow the commandments of the two great Mahātmans: Gautama of Ka-

pilavastu and Jesus of Judaea. Both of them had found their “Christos,” the eternal 

Truth, and both, being Sages and Initiates, proclaimed the same truths. 

We all thank the Abbé Roca for his brave and generous words; we do not doubt that 

such priests as he, who have the courage to translate “the dead letter” of the symbol-

ic texts and proclaim the esoteric truths “upon the housetops,” may be ready to fol-

low the way of Truth, the Light which they find on their path. 

Honour to such! 

But we are not as optimistic, however, as he is. Though the Church sees its greatest 

“mysteries” unmasked and proclaimed by scholars of every country who are versed in 

Orientalism and Symbology, or by Theosophists, we cannot believe that it will ever 

accept our truths; we believe still less that it will ever confess its errors. And, as on 

their part, true Theosophists will never accept either a Christ made Flesh, according 

to the Roman dogma, or an anthropomorphic God, still less a “Shepherd” in the per-

son of a Pope, it is not they who will move towards “the Mountain of Salvation”; they 

will wait till the Roman Mohammed takes the trouble of starting on the road which 

leads to Meru.
3
 Will that ever take place? I leave that to the reader to judge for him-

self. 

One last word! The Abbé Roca also speaks of the triple meaning canonically accorded 

to and recognized in the Biblical texts by his Church. But the Gnosis, like the Gupta-

Vidyā (the secret science) has seven keys which open the seven mysteries. When the 

                                            
1
 [Underground dungeon or cell where the prisoner was deliberately forgotten. — Boris de Zirkoff.] 

2
 [Luke xii, 3] 

3
 The sacred mountain, abode of the Devas. — Editor, Le Lotus. 
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Roman Church, or its adherents, shall have acknowledged and studied the four keys 

(or meanings) which they lack, it will be possible to set about prophesying. Until 

then, let us try, at least, not to kill each other, if it is not really possible for us to love 

each other. The future is the greatest of the mysteries and those who have, like Pro-

metheus, the gift of seeing into the Future, reveal the coming mysteries but to a 

small minority. Let us wait for wisdom to come to a greater number. 

H.P. BLAVATSKY 

 

Note on the Sibylline Oracle by Boris de Zirkoff 

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, Vol. VIII, pp. 226-29. 

The whole subject concerning the Sibyls of antiquity is shrouded in considerable 

mystery. They were supposed to be women inspired by influences from higher re-

gions, who were consulted for their prophetic utterances and flourished in different 

parts of the ancient world. It is likely that they ranged from the mediumistic and 

sensitive stage to that of true seership. According to Varro, they were ten in number, 

one of them being the Erythraean, whom Apollodorus of Erythrae claimed as a native 

of that city, though some considered her of Babylonian origin. She is said to have 

predicted to the Greeks, when they were sailing for Troy, that this city was destined 

to perish. The most celebrated Sibyl was the Cumaean, in Italy, spoken of by Naevi-

us, and other Latin writers, especially Virgil. This was the Sibyl that accompanied 

Aeneas to the lower regions. 

According to a well-known
1
 Roman legend, one of the Sibyls came to the palace of 

Tarquinius the Second, and offered to sell him nine books which she declared to con-

tain the inspired prophecies of the Sibyl of Cumae. For these treasures she asked 

what the monarch regarded as an extravagant price. He refused to purchase the 

books and dismissed the woman with ridicule. The Sibyl turned aside and burned 

three of the volumes in the king’s presence. She then offered the remaining six for 

the same price previously asked for the whole, and when Tarquinius again refused 

and laughed at her, she burned three more, and offered the remaining three for the 

same price as before. This strange behaviour produced a great impression upon the 

monarch. She whom he had ridiculed as mad, he now regarded as inspired. He ac-

cordingly purchased what remained of the prophetic treasures, and the Sibyl disap-

peared and was never seen after. 

These books of so-called Sibylline verses were preserved with great care, a college of 

priests being appointed to have charge of them, and they were consulted with the 

greatest solemnity when the state seemed to be in danger, to the end that the will of 

the gods might be known and the danger averted. When the Capitol was burned dur-

ing the troubles of Sylla, 83 B.C., the Sibylline books deposited there were destroyed. 

To repair this loss, commissioners were sent out to different parts of Greece to collect 

whatever could be found of the inspired writings of the Sibyls, to make a new collec-

                                            
1
 Ovid, Metamorphoses, XIV, 104 et seq.; Servius, In Verg. comm., vi, 321. 
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tion. As regards the final fate of this second collection, much uncertainty prevails. It 

would seem, however, according to the best authorities, that the Emperor Honorius 

issued an order, 399 A.D., to destroy it, in pursuance of which, Stilicho burned all 

these prophetic writings and demolished the temple of Apollo where they were depos-

ited. 

It should be clearly understood that the eight books of Sibylline verses extant today 

have no definite relation to these early Roman collections. They are oracles for the 

most part of a Judeo-Christian origin. Because of the great vogue enjoyed by the ora-

cles of antiquity, and because of the influence they had in shaping the religious views 

of the period, the Hellenistic Jews in Alexandria, during the second century B.C., 

composed verses cast in a similar form, and attributed them to Sibyls, they were cir-

culated among pagans as a means of diffusing Judaism. This custom was continued 

down into Christian times, and was borrowed by some Christians, so that in the sec-

ond and third centuries A.D. a new class of oracles emanating from Christian sources 

came into being. Some of these were adaptations from previous Jewish sources, and 

others were entirely written by Christians. 

It is most likely that these Alexandrian and later collections contained in their text 

some fragments from the earlier, purely pagan oracles, and the one ascribed to the 

Erythraean Sibyl, and commented upon by H.P. Blavatsky, is apparently one of 

these. It is to be found in acrostic form in the initial letters of verses 217-50 of Book 

VIII of the extant collection of Sibylline Oracles. 

The subject of Sibyls and their utterances calls for serious study and elucidation by 

students of the Esoteric Philosophy, as it throws a flood of light upon the latent pow-

ers of man and the mysteries of his psychic and noetic consciousness. 

One of the fullest accounts we have of the Sibyls of old is that found in the writings 

of Firmianus Lactantius.
1
 This Latin Father flourished about the close of the 3rd 

century A.D.; he refers to Varro as his authority. The Sibyl and her oracles are the 

subject of the entire ch. xxxvii of a treatise entitled a Hortatory Address to the 

Creeks, usually attributed to Justin the Martyr and published in his writings,
2
 

though its real authorship is uncertain. Augustine
3
 cites the first 27 lines of the 

above-mentioned acrostic, in a Latin translation which aims at retaining the acrostic 

form of the Greek. There is an English transl. of Augustine’s Latin version by Marcus 

Dods in Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers (quoted by Terry also), 

where Dods aims to retain in English the acrostic form. The acrostic verses are quot-

ed in full by Eusebius in his report of Constantine’s Oration to the Assembly of the 

Saints, xviii.
4
 

For the benefit of the serious student we list below certain works and essays which 

give a great deal of information on the subject of Sibyls, their utterances, and divina-

tion in general: 

                                            
1
 Divine Institutes, Bk. I ch. vi; J.P. Migne, Patr. C. Compl., Ser. Latina, Vol. VI, 140-47 

2
 Migne, Part. C. Compl., Ser. Graeco-Latina, Vol. VI, 309 et seq.; M.S. Terry, The Sibylline Oracles, has a trans-

lation of Migne’s Greek text. 

3
 De civitate dei, Bk. XVIII, ch. xxiii 

4
 Migne, Patr. C. Compl., Ser. Graeco-Latina, XX, col. 1288-89 
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G.R.S. Mead, “The Sibyl and her Oracles,” The Theosophical Review, Vol. XXII, 

July and August 1898; and “The Sibyllists and the Sibyllines,” ibid., Vol. XXIII, 

September, October, November, 1898. Considerable bibliographical information 

included. 

Milton S. Terry, The Sibylline Oracles translated from the Greek into English 

blank Verse, New York, 1890. Very complete bibliography. New ed., revised after 

the text of Rzach. New York: Eaton and Mains; Cincinnati: Curts and Jennings, 
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