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Boris de Zirkoff on Edward Douglas Fawcett

Bio-bibliography of Edward Douglas Fawcett by Boris de Zirkoff, from his H.P. Blavatsky Collected Writ-

ings, Vol. IX, pp. 415-16.1

DWARD DOUGLAS FAWCETT WAS AN ENGLISH PHILOSOPHER and man of let-

ters, son of E. Boyd Fawcett and Myra MacDougall; born at Hove, Brighton, in

1866; died in London, April 14th, 1960; married in 1896, M.B.V. Jackson, and
in 1947, Mrs. Vera Dick-Cunyngham, daughter of Mr. Mostyn Pryce, Gunley, Mont-
gomeryshire. Educated at Newton College, South Devon, where he got a scholarship,
and at the Westminster School, where he was Queen’s Scholar and winner of many
school prizes. Next four years were spent studying philosophy, after which he went
on the staff of the Daily Telegraph, as Assistant Sub-Editor. The one absorbing inter-
est of his life has been metaphysical study. Came in contact with Theosophy in Lon-
don, and for a time was greatly interested in the activities of the Theosophical Move-
ment. When Madame Blavatsky was at Ostende, in 1887, he went to see her and
gave her some assistance in the writing of The Secret Doctrine, mostly on points of
Western Philosophy and Science, the extent of which help is difficult to determine. At
a later time, however, he made some rather pretentious claims in regard to this as-
sistance.

In 1890, he resigned from his position and journeyed to Adyar, serving for a time on
the Editorial Staff of The Theosophist. He delivered a series of very scholarly lectures
both in Madras and at Adyar, and became a Buddhist while in Ceylon. He did not
stay there very long, however, and returned to England, after which he did not seem
to have had any connection with the Movement.

It is a curious fact that Madame Blavatsky was by no means certain as to the seri-
ousness of his interest in matters occult, and wrote to Sinnett from Ostende to the
effect that she hopes “his enthusiasm will not evaporate.”? Apparently it did, after a
while.

t Our frontispiece: “Opus 217. Against the enamel of a background rhythmic with beats and angles, tones and
colours: Portrait of M. Félix Fénéon in 1890,” by Paul Signac (Museum of Modern Art, New York), was inspired
by E.D. Fawcett’s science fiction novel Hartmann the Anarchist or The Doom of the Great City, illustrated by Fred
T. Jane. London: E. Arnold, 1893; 214pp.

2 .
Letters of H.P. Blavatsky to A.P. Sinnett, No. CIV, p. 227
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Fawcett’s interests were divided between study and sports, and he was engaged in

later years in a great deal of mountaineering, making the only recorded ascent of the

famous Mer de Glace, from Chamonix, up the mule-trail, in a motor car of ordinary

size. In philosophy he has been an idealist whose distinctive mark is the discussion
of Imagination as the fundamental reality of the Universe.

In his early years he contributed valuable essays to the pages of both The Theoso-

phist and Lucifer, among which mention should be made of “The Case for Metempsy-

chosis.”?

After his brief association with the Theosophical Movement, he published the follow-

ing works:

1

2

Riddle of the Universe, London, 18932
Individual and Reality, London 1909
The World as Imagination, 1916
Divine Imagining, 1921

The Zermatt Dialogues, [416] London 1931, where Basil Anderton, writing a
Foreword, says that Fawcett read when he was seventeen Louis Figuier’s Day
After Death, and quotes the following rather curious words of Fawcett’s:

This book defends belief in the plurality of lives . . . The problem of life became
interesting, and I began a long course of self-education in science and philoso-
phy . . . Coming as a young man into touch with the Theosophists and their
“Indian wisdom,” I was asked to revise the philosophy and science of Madame
Blavatsky’s Secret Doctrine; a syncretistic and fanciful work, but full of sugges-
tions; a popular version or advance-guard, as it seemed, of an Eastern cult
whose intellectuals were yet unborn. But there dwelt here merely a religion
manquée.

Mr. Anderton concludes by saying that Fawcett, leaving the Theosophists in
disillusionment, wrote his Riddle of the Universe, as an exposition of monadolo-

gy.
@'vv"vvvv""'VVvv@

We also have from his pen:

6

7

8

From Heston to the High Alps, 1936
The Oberland Dialogues (On the Soul), 1939

Hartmann the Anarchist, published as early as 1893, and in which he antici-
pates the idea of airplanes employed for purposes of war.

1
Lucifer, Vol. V, October & November, 1889

2
Reviewed by Bertram Keightley at some length in The Theosophist, Vol. XV, January 1894, and in Lucifer, Vol.
XIII, November 1893 & January 1894.
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E.D. Fawcett was the brother of Lieut.-Col. P.H. Fawcett (born at Torquay in 1867)
who engaged in several expeditions to explore the wilds of South America, in search
of a mysterious city which he seems to have had reasons to believe was there. He did
not come back from his last exploration in 1925, and no conclusive evidence of his
death has ever been found. He was a serious student of occultism and wrote a num-
ber of articles on this subject which evince profound intuitive understanding of spir-
itual matters.!

Y AUERETE LS Td-A"EET W VNI RN

1
Theosophical Sources: The Theosophist, Vol. XI, pp. Ixxxviii-lxxxix, cxiii; Lucifer, Vol. VI, p. 161.

Page 4 of 8


http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/

Suggested reading for students.
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From our Theosophy and Theosophists Series.

A DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO LORD LYTTON

A LAY CHELA ON OCCULT STUDY

A LAY CHELA ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE

A THEOSOPHICAL LOVE FEAST IN FRANCE

ALETHEIA IS OUR GOD AND DOGMA

ANCIENT ETHICAL WORSHIPS

ARCHAIC THEOSOPHY IS PRE-BUDDHIST WISDOM-RELIGION
BLAVATSKY DEFENDS BLAVATSKY

BLAVATSKY DEFENDS THE KEY TO THEOSOPHY

BLAVATSKY ON ANNA KINGSFORD

BLAVATSKY ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SOUL AND SPIRIT
BLAVATSKY ON THE ORIGIN AND SOURCE OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE
BLAVATSKY ON THE THEOSOPHY OF DR. N.I. PIROGOV

BLAVATSKY REFUTES ARGUMENTS AGAINST THEOSOPHY
BLAVATSKY REFUTES THE ASSERTIONS OF A FRENCH THEOSOPHIST
BLAVATSKY'S OPEN LETTER TO FELLOW THEOSOPHISTS

BUCK ON THE NATURE AND AIM OF THEOSOPHY

COLD METAPHYSICS VERSUS DIVINE WISDOM

CONDUCT AND DUTIES OF A TRUE THEOSOPHIST

CORY'S ANCIENT FRAGMENTS (1832)

COSMOPOLITANISM IS FAR HOLIER AND NOBLER THAN GRASPING GREEDINESS
CLOAKED IN PATRIOTISM

DE ZIRKOFF ON CHARLES JOHNSTON
DE ZIRKOFF ON FRANZ HARTMANN
DE ZIRKOFF ON GERALD MASSEY

DE ZIRKOFF ON HP BLAVATSKY COLLECTED WRITINGS
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DE ZIRKOFF ON SUBBA ROW

DE ZIRKOFF ON THE COUNTESS OF CAITHNESS

DE ZIRKOFF ON THE DREAM THAT NEVER DIES

DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE

DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES

DE ZIRKOFF ON THE THIRD VOLUME OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE

DE ZIRKOFF ON THREE EMINENT THEOSOPHISTS

DE ZIRKOFF ON WILHELM HUBBE-SCHLEIDEN

DE ZIRKOFF RECALLS HIS FORMATIVE YEARS IN RUSSIA

EASTERN LIGHT SHINES ON WESTERN MINDS

EASTERN OCCULTISM IS THE PARENT STREAM OF INNER WISDOM
EASTERN THEOSOPHY IS NEITHER A CREED, NOR A RELIGIOUS BODY
ESSENTIAL THEOSOPHICAL DOCTRINES

HARTMANN ON HOW TO ENTER THE PATH TO INFINITE LIFE

HARTMANN ON THE HARMONICAL SOCIETY

HOW THEOSOPHY REKINDLED TRUE BROTHERHOOD IN INDIA
HUMANITY SEEMS TO PROGRESS BY INVENTING ONE DISCOVERY AFTER THE OTHER
IMPORT AND POTENCY OF NUMBERS AS SYMBOLS

IN THE EARLY DAYS OF THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT

ISIS UNVEILED IS THE MAJESTY OF TRUTH UNVEILED

JUDGE AND DE ZIRKOFF ON GEORGE MEAD

JUDGE ON THE HEART DOCTRINE

JUDGE ON THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT

JUDGE ON THE TRUE THEOSOPHIST'S PATH

JUDGE ON THEOSOPHICAL STUDY AND WORK

KEYS TO THE MYSTERY LANGUAGE

LET THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY PERISH, THAN FORSAKE THE CAUSE OF TRUTH
MYSTERY IS NOT UNREVEALED KNOWLEDGE

OCCULT TRUTH IS NATURE WITHOUT THE ILLUSORY VEIL OF THE SENSES
OUR GOD IS HUMANITY AND OUR CULT THE LOVE OF OUR FELLOW-MAN
OUR ONLY DELIVERER AND SAVIOUR

PLEDGED STUDENTS' PRESCRIBED GUIDE FOR CONDUCT

PREREQUISITES TO MEMBERSHIP OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
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SPURNED THE SUBSTANCE AND CLUTCHED THE SHADOW
STUDENTS HAVE A CHOICE OF TWO PATHS

SUBBA ROW DEFENDS ESOTERIC BUDDHISM

SUBBA ROW'S ESOTERIC WRITINGS (1895)

THAT WHICH IS FALSE CAN ONLY BE KNOWN BY TRUTH

THE AIMS AND MISSION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY FULFILLED
THE CHALDEAN ORACLES OF ZOROASTER

THE CROWN JEWELS OF THEOSOPHY (PHOTO ALBUM)

THE POWER OF THE TRINITY OF KOSMOS MANIFESTS THROUGH
THE FOUR PRINCIPLES OF MAN

THE REVIVAL OF EASTERN OCCULT PHILOSOPHY

THE SUN OF TRUTH FEARS NO LIGHT AND NEEDS NO LIES

THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IS NOT A NURSERY FOR BUDDING ADEPTS
THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL ARCANE TERMS

THEOSOPHIA - FOUNTAIN, PERSPECTIVES, PRACTICE (DRAWING)
THEOSOPHIA: INNER WISDOM

THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT, THE GREAT MORAL BUT SILENT FORCE
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - ESOTERIC SECTION (LETTERHEAD)
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MISSION AND FUTURE

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 1 (LOGOTYPE)

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 2 (LOGOTYPE)

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - OBJECTS AND EARLY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 1 (LOGOTYPE)

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 2 (LOGOTYPE)

THEOSOPHICAL SYMBOLS (TRUE TYPE FONT)

THEOSOPHIST IS WHO THEOSOPHY DOES

THEOSOPHISTS DEFINED ATTITUDINALLY, ETHICALLY, PHILOSOPHICALLY (DRAWING)
THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS

THEOSOPHY BRINGS THE WISDOM OF LOVE BEFORE THE EYE OF THE SOUL
THEOSOPHY IS DEEPER MONISM THAN SECULARISM, AND MORE PHILOSOPHICAL
THEOSOPHY IS RELIGION ITSELF AND SUBLIME CODE OF ETHICS
THEOSOPHY IS THE SCIENCE OF TRUTH AND THE RELIGION OF JUSTICE
TRIBUTES TO WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE

TRUE THEOSOPHISTS ARE ALWAYS UNDER THE MASTER'S EYE
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TRUTH IS ALWAYS MIXED WITH ERROR AND HINDERED BY TECHNOLOGICAL
KNOWLEDGE

TWO JOURNALS DEVOTED TO THE BROTHERHOOD OF MAN
VERNAL BLOOMS BY WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE

VISTAS OF VIRTUE AND TRUTH

WADIA'S RESIGNATION FROM THE TS

WHAT SORT OF MAN THE REAL PHILOSOPHER SHOULD BE?
WHEN PURE LOVE IS PERVERTED, HUMANITY QUIVERS
WHO CAN MEND THE BROKEN SOCIETY?

WHO CAN READ THE RIDDLE OF THE SERPENT?

WHO SHOULD BE INVITED TO THEOSOPHICAL MEETINGS?
WHY A BRAHMIN ABANDONED HIS CASTE

WHY PAGAN SYMBOLISM IS INDESTRUCTIBLE?

WILDER ON THE WISDOM RELIGION OF ZOROASTER
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