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First published in Lucifer, Vol. II, No. 7, March 1888, pp. 78-79. Republished in Blavatsky Collect-

ed Writings, (THE LATE MRS. ANNA KINGSFORD, M.D.) IX pp. 89-91. 

E HAVE this month to record with the deepest regret the passing away 

from this physical world of one who, more than any other, has been in-

strumental in demonstrating to her fellow-creatures the great fact of the 

conscious existence — hence of the immortality — of the inner Ego. 

We speak of the death of Mrs. Anna Kingsford, M.D., which occurred on Tuesday, the 

28th of February, after a somewhat painful and prolonged illness. Few women have 

worked harder than she has, or in more noble causes; none with more success in the 

cause of humanitarianism. Hers was a short but a most useful life. Her intellectual 

fight with the vivisectionists of Europe, at a time when the educated and scientific 

world was more strongly fixed in the grasp of materialism than at any other period in 

the history of civilisation, alone proclaims her as one of those who, regardless of con-

ventional thought, have placed themselves at the very focus of the controversy, pre-

pared to dare and brave all the consequences of their temerity. Pity and Justice to 

animals were among Mrs. Kingsford’s favourite texts when dealing with this part of 

her life’s work; and by reason of her general culture, her special training in the sci-

ence of medicine, and her magnificent intellectual power, she was enabled to influ-

ence and work in the way she desired upon a very large proportion of those people 

who listened to her words or who read her writings. Few women wrote more graph-

ically, more takingly, or possessed a more fascinating style. 

Mrs. Kingsford’s field of activity, however, was not limited to the purely physical, 

mundane plane of life. She was a Theosophist and a true one at heart; a leader of 

spiritual and philosophical thought, gifted with most exceptional psychic attributes. 

In connection with Mr. Edward Maitland, her truest friend — one whose incessant, 

watchful care has undeniably prolonged her delicate ever-threatened life for several 

years, and who received her last breath — she wrote several books dealing with met-

aphysical and mystical subjects. The first and most important was The Perfect Way, 

or the Finding of Christ, which gives the esoteric meaning of Christianity. It sweeps 

away many of the difficulties that thoughtful readers of the Bible must contend with 

in their endeavours to either understand or accept literally the story of Jesus Christ 

as it is presented in the Gospels. 

She was for some time President of the “London Lodge” of the Theosophical Society, 

and, after resigning that office, she founded “The Hermetic Society” for the special 

study of Christian mysticism. She herself, though her religious ideas differed widely 
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on some points from Eastern philosophy, remained a faithful member of the Theo-

sophical Society and a loyal friend to its leaders.
1
 She was one, the aspirations of 

whose whole life were ever turned toward the eternal and the true. A mystic by na-

ture — the most ardent one to those who knew her well — she was still a very re-

markable woman even in the opinion of the materialists and the unbelievers. For, 

besides her remarkably fine and intellectual face, there was that in her which arrest-

ed the attention of the most unobserving and foreign to any metaphysical specula-

tion. For, as Mrs. F. Fenwick Miller writes, though Mrs. Kingsford’s mysticism was 

“simply unintelligible” to her, yet we find that this does not prevent the writer from 

perceiving the truth. As she describes her late friend, 

I have never known a woman so exquisitely beautiful as she who cultivated her 

brain so assiduously. . . . I have never known a woman in whom the dual na-

ture that is more or less perceptible in every human creature was so strongly 

marked
2
 — so sensuous, so feminine on the one hand, so spirituelle, so imagi-

native on the other hand.
3
 

The spiritual and psychic nature had always the upper hand over the sensuous and 

feminine; and the circle of her mystically-inclined friends will miss her greatly, for 

such women as she are not numerous in the same century. The world in general has 

lost in Mrs. Kingsford one who can be very ill-spared in this era of materialism. The 

whole of her adult life was passed in working unselfishly for others, for the elevation 

of the spiritual side of humanity. We can, however, in regretting her death take com-

fort in the thought that good work cannot be lost nor die, though the worker is no 

longer among us to watch for the fruit. And Anna Kingsford’s work will be still bear-

ing fruit even when her memory has been obliterated with the generations of those 

who knew her well, and new generations will have approached the psychic mysteries 

still nearer. 

 

 

                                            
1
 Both Mr. Maitland and Mrs. Kingsford had resigned from the “London Lodge of the Theosophical Society,” but 

not from the Parent Society. 

2
 The statement made by some papers that Mrs. Kingsford did not find her resting place in psychic force, for 
“she died a Roman Catholic,” is utterly false. The boasts made by the R.C. Weekly Register (March 3rd and 

March 10th, 1888) to the effect that she died in the bosom of the Church, having abjured her views, psychism, 
theosophy, and even her Perfect Way, and writings in general, have been vigorously refuted in the same paper 

by her husband, Rev. A. Kingsford, and Mr. Maitland. We are sorry to hear that her last days were embittered 
by the mental agony inflicted upon her by an unscrupulous nun, who, as Mr. Maitland declared to us, was 
smuggled in as a nurse — and who did nothing but bother her patient, “importune her, and pray.” That Mrs. 

Kingsford was entirely against the theology of the Church of Rome, though believing in Catholic doctrines, may 

be proved by one of her last letters to us, on “poor slandered St. Satan,” in connection with certain attacks on 
the name of our Journal, Lucifer. We have preserved this and several other letters, as they were all written be-

tween September 1887 and January 1888. They thus remain eloquent witnesses against the pretensions of the 
Weekly Register. For they prove that Mrs. Kingsford had not abjured her views, nor that she died “in fidelity to 

the Catholic Church.” 

3
 [“Woman: Her Position and Her Prospects, Her Duties and Her Doings,” Lady’s Pictorial, London, March 3rd, 

1888. — Boris de Zirkoff.] 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

From our Theosophy and Theosophists Series. 

 A DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO LORD LYTTON 

 A LAY CHELA ON OCCULT STUDY 

 A LAY CHELA ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 A THEOSOPHICAL LOVE FEAST IN FRANCE 

 ALETHEIA IS OUR GOD AND DOGMA 

 ANCIENT ETHICAL WORSHIPS 

 ARCHAIC THEOSOPHY IS PRE-BUDDHIST WISDOM-RELIGION 

 BLAVATSKY DEFENDS BLAVATSKY 

 BLAVATSKY DEFENDS THE KEY TO THEOSOPHY 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SOUL AND SPIRIT 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE THEOSOPHY OF DR. N.I. PIROGOV 

 BLAVATSKY REFUTES ARGUMENTS AGAINST THEOSOPHY 

 BLAVATSKY REFUTES THE ASSERTIONS OF A FRENCH THEOSOPHIST 

 BLAVATSKY'S OPEN LETTER TO FELLOW THEOSOPHISTS 

 BUCK ON THE NATURE AND AIM OF THEOSOPHY 

 COLD METAPHYSICS VERSUS DIVINE WISDOM 

 CONDUCT AND DUTIES OF A TRUE THEOSOPHIST 

 CORY'S ANCIENT FRAGMENTS (1832) 

 COSMOPOLITANISM IS FAR HOLIER AND NOBLER THAN GRASPING GREEDINESS 

CLOAKED IN PATRIOTISM 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON CHARLES JOHNSTON 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON EDWARD DOUGLAS FAWCETT 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON FRANZ HARTMANN 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON GERALD MASSEY 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON HP BLAVATSKY COLLECTED WRITINGS 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON SUBBA ROW 
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 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE COUNTESS OF CAITHNESS 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE DREAM THAT NEVER DIES 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THE THIRD VOLUME OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON THREE EMINENT THEOSOPHISTS 

 DE ZIRKOFF ON WILHELM HÜBBE-SCHLEIDEN 

 DE ZIRKOFF RECALLS HIS FORMATIVE YEARS IN RUSSIA 

 EASTERN LIGHT SHINES ON WESTERN MINDS 

 EASTERN OCCULTISM IS THE PARENT STREAM OF INNER WISDOM 

 EASTERN THEOSOPHY IS NEITHER A CREED, NOR A RELIGIOUS BODY 

 ESSENTIAL THEOSOPHICAL DOCTRINES 

 HARTMANN ON HOW TO ENTER THE PATH TO INFINITE LIFE 

 HARTMANN ON THE HARMONICAL SOCIETY 

 HOW THEOSOPHY REKINDLED TRUE BROTHERHOOD IN INDIA 

 HUMANITY SEEMS TO PROGRESS BY INVENTING ONE DISCOVERY AFTER THE OTHER 

 IMPORT AND POTENCY OF NUMBERS AS SYMBOLS 

 IN THE EARLY DAYS OF THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT 

 ISIS UNVEILED IS THE MAJESTY OF TRUTH UNVEILED 

 JUDGE AND DE ZIRKOFF ON GEORGE MEAD 

 JUDGE ON THE HEART DOCTRINE 

 JUDGE ON THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT 

 JUDGE ON THE TRUE THEOSOPHIST'S PATH 

 JUDGE ON THEOSOPHICAL STUDY AND WORK 

 KEYS TO THE MYSTERY LANGUAGE 

 LET THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY PERISH, THAN FORSAKE THE CAUSE OF TRUTH 

 MYSTERY IS NOT UNREVEALED KNOWLEDGE 

 OCCULT TRUTH IS NATURE WITHOUT THE ILLUSORY VEIL OF THE SENSES 

 OUR GOD IS HUMANITY AND OUR CULT THE LOVE OF OUR FELLOW-MAN 

 OUR ONLY DELIVERER AND SAVIOUR 

 PLEDGED STUDENTS' PRESCRIBED GUIDE FOR CONDUCT 

 PREREQUISITES TO MEMBERSHIP OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

 SPURNED THE SUBSTANCE AND CLUTCHED THE SHADOW 
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 STUDENTS HAVE A CHOICE OF TWO PATHS 

 SUBBA ROW DEFENDS ESOTERIC BUDDHISM 

 SUBBA ROW'S ESOTERIC WRITINGS (1895) 

 THAT WHICH IS FALSE CAN ONLY BE KNOWN BY TRUTH 

 THE AIMS AND MISSION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY FULFILLED 

 THE CHALDEAN ORACLES OF ZOROASTER 

 THE CROWN JEWELS OF THEOSOPHY (PHOTO ALBUM) 

 THE POWER OF THE TRINITY OF KOSMOS MANIFESTS THROUGH 

THE FOUR PRINCIPLES OF MAN 

 THE REVIVAL OF EASTERN OCCULT PHILOSOPHY 

 THE SUN OF TRUTH FEARS NO LIGHT AND NEEDS NO LIES 

 THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IS NOT A NURSERY FOR BUDDING ADEPTS 

 THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL ARCANE TERMS 

 THEOSOPHIA - FOUNTAIN, PERSPECTIVES, PRACTICE (DRAWING) 

 THEOSOPHIA: INNER WISDOM 

 THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT, THE GREAT MORAL BUT SILENT FORCE 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - ESOTERIC SECTION (LETTERHEAD) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MISSION AND FUTURE 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 1 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - MONOGRAM 2 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - OBJECTS AND EARLY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 1 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - SEAL 2 (LOGOTYPE) 

 THEOSOPHICAL SYMBOLS (TRUE TYPE FONT) 

 THEOSOPHIST IS WHO THEOSOPHY DOES 

 THEOSOPHISTS DEFINED ATTITUDINALLY, ETHICALLY, PHILOSOPHICALLY (DRAWING) 

 THEOSOPHY AND THEOSOPHISTS 

 THEOSOPHY BRINGS THE WISDOM OF LOVE BEFORE THE EYE OF THE SOUL 

 THEOSOPHY IS DEEPER MONISM THAN SECULARISM, AND MORE PHILOSOPHICAL 

 THEOSOPHY IS RELIGION ITSELF AND SUBLIME CODE OF ETHICS 

 THEOSOPHY IS THE SCIENCE OF TRUTH AND THE RELIGION OF JUSTICE 

 TRIBUTES TO WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE 

 TRUE THEOSOPHISTS ARE ALWAYS UNDER THE MASTER'S EYE 
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 TRUTH IS ALWAYS MIXED WITH ERROR AND HINDERED BY TECHNOLOGICAL 

KNOWLEDGE 

 TWO JOURNALS DEVOTED TO THE BROTHERHOOD OF MAN 

 VERNAL BLOOMS BY WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE 

 VISTAS OF VIRTUE AND TRUTH 

 WADIA'S RESIGNATION FROM THE TS 

 WHAT SORT OF MAN THE REAL PHILOSOPHER SHOULD BE? 

 WHEN PURE LOVE IS PERVERTED, HUMANITY QUIVERS 

 WHO CAN MEND THE BROKEN SOCIETY? 

 WHO CAN READ THE RIDDLE OF THE SERPENT? 

 WHO SHOULD BE INVITED TO THEOSOPHICAL MEETINGS? 

 WHY A BRAHMIN ABANDONED HIS CASTE 

 WHY PAGAN SYMBOLISM IS INDESTRUCTIBLE? 

 WILDER ON THE WISDOM RELIGION OF ZOROASTER 
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