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The Secret Doctrine points out, as a self -evident fact, that Ma n-

kind, collectively and individually, is, with all manifested nature, 

the vehicle  

(a ) of the breath of One Universal Principle, in its primal di f-

ferentiation;  and  

(b ) of the countless òbreaths ó proceeding from that One 

BREATH  in its secondary and further differentiations, as N a-

ture with its many mankinds  proceeds downwards toward the 

planes that are ever increasing in materiality . 

The primary Breath informs the  higher Hierarchies; the secon d-

ary  ñ the lower, on the constantly descending planes . 

ñ Helena Petrovna Blavatsk y
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Train of thoughts  

The Hierarchy of Compassion  

The Spiritual Sun is the link between Buddhas , Avataras , and other incarnations of the 

òHighest Seven .ó 5 

All World -Saviours , the Bodhisattvas and the Avataras , are trees of salvation grown out 

from the one seed , the Bija or Maha -Vishnu . 5 

The Bodhisattvic hypostases  

Exoterically explained  

Buddhists of the Mahayana mystic system t each that each Buddha manifests Himself 

(hypostatically or otherwise) simultaneously in three worlds of Being . 6 

Esoterically explained  

Additional Notes to Hierarchy of Compassion Drawing  

Divine versus Sidereal Hierarchies  

With reference to Ŝloka (6), where it speaks of the òSeven L ords,ó since confusion is 

apt to arise as to the correct application of the terms , what is the distinction between 

Dhyƃni-Chohans , Planetary Spirits , Builders and Dhyƃni-Buddhas?  11  

Were none of the six globes of the òterrene ó chain numbered among the sacred 

planets?  11  

Can you tell us something of the planets for which the Sun and the Moon were 

substitutes?  11  

What is it that made these planets sacred or secret?  11  

Then do the Planetary Spirits of the Seven Sacred Planets belong to another 

hierarchy than to that of the earth?  11  

These seven Planetary Spirits have therefore nothing really to do with the earth 

except incidentally?  12  

Have they anything to do with the fifth princi ple , the higher Manas?  12  

Are they not also Planetary Spirits?  12  

Do they act under the guidance of the Terrestrial Planetary Spirit?  12  
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But are there not Builders of Universes , and Builders of Systems , as there are 

Builders of our earth?  12  

Then the terrestrial Builders are a Planetary òSpirit ó like the rest of them , only 

inferior in kind?  12  

Are they inferior according to the size of the planet or inferior in quality?  12  

The soul of the World , or òAnima Mund ió?  13  

What is the real difference between the Dhyƃni-Buddhas in the orthodox and the 

esoteric conceptions?  13  

Do the Dhyƃni-Buddhas and the Planetary Spirits in charge of the globes go into 

pralaya when their planets enter that state?  13  

Does the hierarchy of Dhyƃnis, whose province it is to watch over a Round , watch 

during its period of activity , over the whole series of globes , or only over a particular 

globe?  14  

Why not , if they are gods?  14  

Is there any name that can be applied to the planetary Hierarchy or spirit , which 

watches over the entire evolution of our own globe , such as Brahmƃ for instance? 15  

It is very difficult to remember all these infinite Hierarchies of gods . 15  

Are they higher than Brahmƃ? 15  

Who are the Dhyani - Chohans?  

The Esoteric Doctrine teaches that the Dhyani -Chohans are the collective aggregate of 

divine Inte lligence or primordial mind . . . . 16  

Dhyani -Chohans compared  17  

Who are the Manus and the Rishis?  

Manus and Rishis are celestial and terrestrial messengers and permutations of the One 

Principle or Primeval Manu who gives being to the Seven Manus or manifested Logos . 

They are the King - Instructors of nascent humanity . 17  

Are the òSons of the Fire ó Ray s of the Third Logos?  

The Sons of Fire , the King - Instructors of the Fifth Race , first came into being in the Fourth 

Race. Though a relatively minor hierarchy , they emanate from the òSons of the Fire -Mist,ó 

or òSons of Will and Yoga ,ó the highest Dhyani -Chohans . 18  

Divine versus Sidereal Hierarchies  

There is only one Grand Architect of the Universe . Its Sidereal counterparts , many . 19  

Personifications of the sevenfold Sidereal Hierarchy , which is dual  

òOne set being commissioned to rule the superior worlds , the spiritual and the sidereal , 

and the other to guide and watch over the worlds of matter .ó 20  

But for the Occultist , there is only one kind of sidereal beings . 20  

Three seven - fold groups of Spirits of the Universe . Three seven - fold  groups of Planetary 

Spirits . Three seven - fold groups of Planetary Builders . 21  

Mahat , Maharajas , Lipikas  

Who are the Lipikas?  22  

What is the difference between the Maharajas and the Lipikas?  22  

What relation have the Lipikas to Mahat?  22  

Lipikas further defined in Stanza V of Dzyan  23  
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Fohat opens the understanding of the Creative Logoi  

So that They can see the archetypal forms of the Ideal World  

Fohat is the Child of the Septenary Hierarchies . 26  

Inspired by the divine plan , the Creative Logoi go on designing and building material 

worlds that can be perceived , explored , and experienced by the modifications and 

individualisations of Their Own C onsciousness . 26  

Is there any  difference between what produces primal causes and their ultimate 

effects?  26  

The lamb was slaughtered at the foundation of the world  

So that the world may live  

The Creating Powers strive to produce man but fail in their final object . And are sentenced 

to imprisonment in the lower region , our earth , for the duration of the life - cycle and in the 

darkness of matter , i.e., imprisoned within animal Man . 29  

Soul and body are independent of each other . 30  

The Spirits of the Universe differ from the Planetary Spirits and 

Builders  

They are the recorders of Karma  

The Planetary Spirit s  of our solar system have everything to do with the Earth , 

physically and morally . It is They who rule its destinies and the fate of men . They are 

the agents of Karma . 32  

The Planetary Builders are our own deities , reflecting and acting upon the ideations 

they find planned for them within the Universal Consciousness , who is the Real Great 

Architect of the Universe . 32  

Plotinus on the order of celestial beings following on the First  

Monads suspended from unities are deified natures proceeding from even higher deities . 

They are all centred and rooted by their summits in the First All -comprehending One . 34  

Parallel reading  35  

Endnotes  
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The Spiritual Sun is the link between Buddhas , Avatar as , and ot h-

er incarnations of the òHighest  Seven .ó
2
 

In  ancient  Symbolism  it  was always  the  SUN (though  the  Spiritual , not  the  visible , 

Sun  was meant ), that  was supposed  to  send  forth  the  chief  Saviours  and  AvatƑras. 

Hence the  connecting  link  between  the  Buddhas , the  AvatƑras, and  so many  other  

incarnations  of the  highest  SEVEN . The closer  the  approach  to  oneõs Prototype , òin  

Heaven ,ó the  better  for  the  mortal  whose  personality  was chosen , by his  own  person-

al  deity  (the  seventh  principle ), as its  terrestrial  abode . For , with  every effort  of will  

toward  purification  and  unity  with  that  òSelf-god,ó one of the  lower  rays  breaks  and  

the  spiritual  entity  of man  is drawn  higher  and  ever higher  to  the  ray  that  supe r-

sedes the  first , until , from  ray  to  ray , the  inner  man  is  drawn  into  the  one and  hig h-

est beam  of the  Parent -SUN.
3
 

All World - Saviours , the Bodhisattvas and the Avat aras , are trees 

of salvation grown out from the one seed , the B i ja or Mah a-

Vishnu . 

Whether  it  be called  Ɛdi -Buddha  (Primeval  Wisdom ) or  MahƑ-Vish nu, it  is all  the  

same. Understood  esoterically , Vishnu is  both  Saguna  and  Nirgun a (with  and  wit h-

out  attributes ). In  the  first  aspect , Vish nu  is  the  object  of exoteric  worship  and  devo-

tion ; in  the  second , as Nirgu na , he is  the  culmination  of the  totality  of spiritual  wis-

dom  in  the  Universe  ñ NirvƑna, in  short  ñ and  has  as worshippers  all  philosophical  

minds . In  this  esoteric  sense the  Lord  BUDDHA  was  an  incarnation  of MahƑ-Vish nu.
4
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Exoterically explained  

Buddhists  of  the  Mah ay ana  mystic  system  teach  that  each  Buddha  
manifests  Himself  (hypostatically  or  otherwise)  simultaneously  in  
three  worlds  of  Being . 

. . . namely , in  the  world  of KƑma (concupiscence  or  desire  ñ the  sensuous  universe  

or  our  earth ) in  the  shape  of a man ; in  the  world  of Rǆpa (form , yet  supersensuous ) 

as a Bodhisattva ; and  in  the  highest  Spiritual  World  (that  of purely  incorporeal  exis t-

ences) as a DhyƑni-Buddha . The latter  prevails  eternally  in  space and  time , i.e., from  

one MahƑ-Kalpa  to the  other  ñ the  synthetic  culmination  of the  three  being  Ɛdi-

Buddha , the  Wisdom -Principle , which  is  Absolute , and  therefore  out  of space and  

time . Their  interrelation  is  the  following : The DhyƑni-Buddha , when  the  world  needs 

a human  Buddha , òcreatesó through  the  power  of DhyƑna (meditation , omnipotent  

devotion ), a mind -born  son ñ a Bodhisattva  ñ whose  mission  it  is after  the  physical  

death  of his  human , or  MƑnushya-Buddha , to  continue  his  work  on earth  till  the  ap-

pearance  of the  subsequent  Buddha .
5
 

In  the  Northern  Buddhist  system , or  the  popular  exoteric  religion , it  is  taught  that  

every Buddha , while  preaching  the  good law  on earth , manifests  himself  simultan e-

ously  in  three  worlds : in  the  formless , as DhyƑni Buddha , in  the  World  of forms , as a 

Bodhisattva , and  in  the  world  of desire , the  lowest  (or  our  world ) as a man . 

 Formless World  Supersensuous World of Forms  Desire World  

Č 
Creative  or  Spiritual  

(Incorporeal )
6
 

Formative  or  Astral  

(KƑma-rǆpa) 

Material  or  Terrestrial  

(KƑma) 

Č 
DhyƑni-Buddha  

(Wisdom -Principle ) 

Bodhisattva  

(Mind -born )
7
 

MƑnushya-Buddha  

(Human  Buddha ) 

Esoterically e xplained  

Esoterically  the  teaching  differs : The divine , purely  Ɛdi -Buddhic  monad  manifests  as 

the  universal  Buddhi  (the  MahƑ-Buddhi  or  Mahat  in  Hindu  philosophies ) the  spirit u-

al , omniscient  and  omnipotent  root  of divine  intelligence , the  highest  anima  mundi  or  

the  Logos. This  descends  òlike  a flame  spreading  from  the  eternal  Fire , immoveable , 

without  increase  or  decrease , ever the  same to  the  endó of the  cycle  of existence , and  

becomes  universal  life  on the  Mundane  Plane. From  this  Plane  of conscious  Life  shoot  

out , like  seven fiery  tongues , the  Sons of Light  (the  Logoi of Life );
8
 then  the  DhyƑni-

Buddhas  of contemplation : the  concrete  forms  of their  formless  Fathers  ñ the  Seven 

Sons  of Light , still  themselves , to  whom  may  be applied  the  BrƑhmanical mystic  

phrase : òThou  art  ôTHATõ ñ Brahm .ó It  is  from  these  DhyƑni-Buddhas  that  emanate  

their  chhƑyƑs (Shadows ), the  Bodhisattvas  of the  celestial  realms , the  prototypes  of 
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the  super -terrestrial  Bodhisattvas , and  of the  terrestrial  Buddhas , and  finally  of men . 

The òSeven Sons  of Light ó are also called  òStars .ó
9
 

Infinite  life  and  the  source  of all  life  visible  and  invisible , an  essence inexhaustible , 

ever present , in  short  SvabhƑva . . . with  the  northern  Buddhist  philosophers . . . [is  

called ] Ɛdi -Buddhi , the  all -pervading  supreme  and  absolute  intelligence  with  its  per i-

odically  manifesting  Divinity  ñ òAvalokiteŢvaraó (a manv antaric  intelligent  nature  

crowned  with  humanity ) ñ the  mystic  name  given  by us  to  the  hosts  of the  DhyƑni 

Chohans  (N.B., the  solar  DhyƑni Chohans  or  the  host  of only  our  solar  system ) taken  

collectively , which  host  represents  the  mother  source , the  aggregate  amount  of all  

the  intelligences  that  were, are or  ever will  be, whether  on our  string  of man -bearing  

planets  or  on any  part  or  portion  of our  solar  system . And  this  will  bring  you  by 

analogy  to  see that  in  its  turn  Ɛdi-Buddhi  (as its  very  name  translated  literally  im-

plies ) is  the  aggregate  intelligence  of the  universal  intelligences  including  that  of the  

DhyƑni Chohans  even of the  highest  order . That  is  all  I dare  now  to tell  you  on this  

special  subject , as I fear  I have already  transcended  the  limit .
10

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There now follows : 

1. An illustration of the above Commentary  in the form of a drawing , 

2. Additional Notes to Hierarchy of Compassion Drawing  from The Secret Doctrine , 

3. The ñDescent  and Ascent of the Saviours of the World, ò from the eponymous 

work in the same series.  
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