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The Number of Beast is 

the Number of Man. 

And related kabbalistic numbers explained esoterically, 

astronomically, geometrically, and sexually. 
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Abstract and train of thoughts 

Apocalypsis is a Kabbalistic book, par excellence, far older than Christianity. 

The numerical value of words, known as Isopsephia, is a branch of the 

ancient sacerdotal language. 

Words or phrases that share the same numerical value also share the same spiritual 

significance. Isopsephia was taught in the Lesser Mysteries but the language itself was 

reserved for high initiates alone. 9 

The year 1881 was the number of the Great Beast of Apocalypsis. 

The year 1881 will not be repeated until 11811. 

The author of Apocalypsis is no other than Oannes, the Chaldean Dagon or Man-Fish, who 

rose every day from the Persian Gulf and taught wisdom to men. As the sun sunk below 

the horizon, he retired into the sea passing the night in the deep for he was amphibious, 

i.e., he lived on two planes: the spiritual and the physical. 10 

The Gnostic Oannes-John and the Hindu Vishnu are one and the same, personifications of 

Microcosm, the Inner Man. 10 

There is more affinity between Turanian Lamaists and Semitic Druses than 

was ever suspected. 

When good and evil come to an equilibrium in the scales of human actions, 666 million 

men will have “Supreme Wisdom” incarnated in them. 11 

The Christian application of the compound name Jesus-Christ is based on 

Gnostic and Eastern Mysticism. 

St. John’s Apocalypsis has been written in the mystery language of the ancient Tannaïm, a 

relic of Egyptian and Chaldean Wisdom. 12 

The Tannaïm were Initiates from whom the wisdom of the Kabbalah was obtained by the 

later Talmudists. 12 

1881 has fuelled as much unbridled superstitions among the gullible as 666 

has done, and is doing so today. 

All sorts of fanciful beliefs (especially those that pass from one generation to the other 

like heirlooms) have assumed the time-tested authority of tradition and the status of 

prophecy. 13 
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Number 6 was the symbol of our globe, ready to be animated by 

divine spirit. 

Figure 6 stands for the Earth in autumn and winter; figure 7, the Central 

Informing Force, in spring and summer. 

The ancients divided our globe into 60 degrees, which, multiplied by 60, became 3,600, 

the Great Year. Hence also the hour, with its 60 minutes of 60 seconds each. 15 

Number 6 has now completed the Earth, a globe with a cross over it. Number 7 is the 

festival day of the Earth and birthday of our world. It represents the seven principles 

throughout Kosmos, Nature, and Man. 16 

Kosmos and Cosmos compared and contrasted. 17 

Number 666 was the mind of animal man, devoid of any noetic 

element. 

The Monad has to pass through its mineral, vegetable and animal forms, before the Light 

of Logos is awakened in animal man. Till then, the animal form cannot be referred to as a 

thinking man but has to be regarded as a Monad imprisoned in ever-changing forms. 18 

666 stands for the physical man of the late Third (Lemurian) to early Fourth (Atlantean) 

Root-Races. 18 

This is the very “beast” of the Revelation and Plutarch’s “Eight Race” man. 18 

The isopsephic value of Plato’s word for the Lower Mind (Η Φρην) is also 666, suggesting 

that the Higher Mind is dormant. 18 

A hint for Masons: learn to multiply 333, and you may strike 666 instead. 

Darkness can only be dispelled by the light of the blazing torch of Truth, which alone the 

right descendants of Ormazd carry. 18 

Cosmogenesis and Anthropogenesis numerically and geometrically 

expressed. 

The One attracts within itself the Divine Unity of the One Circle and forms 

out of It the Perfect Square, thus “squaring the circle.” 

The Great Circle or Ring Pass-Not is the “Rope of the Angels” hedging off the phenomenal 

from the noumenal Kosmos. 20 

That Circle is the Universal Principle which, from any given point, expands to embrace all 

things, while embodying the potentiality of every action in Kosmos. 20 

How does the Triangle become the Square? 21 

How does the Square become the Six-faced Cube? 22 

How does the Triad becomes a Tetrad, the Pythagorean Perfect Square in heaven, and a 

Cube on earth? 23 

Akasha and Astral Light compared and contrasted. 24 

Mathematically expressed, Logos become Tetragrammaton, i.e., the Three become Four. 25 

When the Spiritual Ego, the holy number 7, germ and matrix of the 6, enters the animal 

body, the 6 faces of the cube unfold, thus forming the cross of passions upon which 

material man (Chrēstos) crucifies himself and disappoints his glorious Spirit (Christos). 25 

Kabbalistic interpretation of the “crucifixion nails” reveals their sexual meaning. 25 
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Squaring the circle, or sphering the cube? 

The occult meaning of the Svastika, emblem of the activity of Fohat, symbolised by the 

figure 6 and the Sacred Four, explained. 26 

Number 7, being the compound of 1 + 6, is the Number of numbers. 

Metaphysically, number 7 is the ever invisible centre, the spirit of everything, as there 

exists no body with six lines constituting its form without a seventh being found as the 

central point in it — which is the source and origin of the six. 28 

More! As absolute unity is uncreated and impartite, no number can produce it, and so is 

number 7. And it is number 4, which yields an arithmetical division between 1 and 7, as it 

surpasses the 1 by 3 numbers, and it is itself surpassed by 7 — since 4 is above 1 by 3, 

as 7 is also above 4 by 3. 28 

Esoterically, number 7 symbolises the secondary “perfection” for it is related only to the 

manifested planes. Whereas the Greek Delta is the “vehicle of the unknown Deity.” 28 

Exoterically, number 3 became the ideograph of the three material elements — air, water, 

earth; plus number 4, the principle of all that which is neither embodied nor perceptible. 

But this has never been accepted by the real Pythagoreans. 28 

With the Egyptians, number 7 was the symbol of life eternal, and this is why the Greek 

letter Z, which is but a double 7, is the initial letter of the verb ZΩ (I live) and of Zeus, 

Father of all living. 29 

Nile, Eridanus, and Jordan are one and the same river and no more sublime than the 

parturient waters of the Moon, which is womb of the Earth. 30 

Interpreted by the Pythagorean Key, the 365 days of a solar year read “The Earth 

animated by the Spirit of Life.” 30 

How the Sons of Light clothed themselves in the fabric of Darkness (Diagram). 30 

Number 7 interpreted astronomically, geometrically, and sexually. 

Astronomically, number 7 is closely connected with the Atlantides who have 

become the Seven Pleiades. 

The two are connected with the destinies of nations, as shaped by past events according 

to Karmic law. 32 

Kartikeya-Mars, the occult symbol of the cycle of Naros, is composed of 600, 666, and 777 

years. 32 

Esoterically, number 7 is symbolised by two interlaced triangles, forming a 

six-pointed star around a central point. 

For Seven is the germ of the six and their matrix. 33 

In the old Sanskrit works number 6 is mentioned more often than 7, the central position 

of which is implied by the point that had produced the first line. 33 

The Pythagorean World, Root of Illusion (Diagram). 34 

Geometrically, 7 is the number of the spiritual man, symbolised by the cube 

unfolding as “cross.” 

Deity in Man is symbolised by the Tau cross, a double glyph. 36 

Tau is formed from the figure 7 and the Greek letter Γ, symbols of divine and earthly life, 

respectively. In its terrestrial attachment, Tau is the Sun shorn of his beams. 36 

The days of the solar year correspond with the 7 principles of psychic man, and the 7 

aspects of the physical man. 36 
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The sexual meaning of the crucifixion nails, when numerically interpreted, 

explain how number 6 became 7. 

The position of the three nails into the crucified’s extremities and on the cross, form the 

corners of a triangle facing down. 38 

The three nails with the three wounds are in number 6, which denotes the 6 faces of the 

cube when unfolded. 38 

When the feet are separated, the three wounds become four, forming a square, and thus 

the number of the crucified (3 + 4) become 7, a most holy number. 38 

When 3 and 4 kiss each other, they form the Procrustean bed of torture where 

Prometheus is crucified. 39 

While 7 is the feminine number of pristine purity, 9 is the number of the phallic or male 

energy. 39 

But the Jews made of number 7 a feminine number of generation, thus introducing the 

phallic element into religion. 39 

Number 777 is the isopsephic value of the Cross, and symbol of the 

Kosmic Mind. 

Radiating from a Pyramid of Heavenly Stars, 777 enlightens the inferior 

worlds. 

The mundane cross is the oldest phallic symbol of the dual generative power, not the 

instrument of the alleged crucifixion. 41 

Jesus was crucified by his own Church, not by Scripture. 

Christos is the Man-God of Plato, who crucifies himself for an eternity in the darkness of 

matter, in order to redeem the Spirit of Truth from the clutches of untruth and self-deceit. 42 

The Fathers have falsified Jesus’ last words and made him a victim of his own success. 42 

The paronomastic terms Chrēstos and Christos are linked astrologically — a 

double pun. 

Scorpio is Chrēstos in humiliation; Leo, Christos in triumph. 42 

Christos is the eternal, real Individuality, or universal Altruism; whereas Jesus-Chrēstos is 

the mortal man who, by crucifying the man of flesh and his passions on the Procrustean 

bed of torture, is reborn Immortal and leaves the animal-man behind him tied on the 

Cross of Initiation like an empty chrysalis. Then, his Higher Soul becomes as free as a 

butterfly. 43 

Christos is the God in Space and Man’s Saviour on Earth. 43 

The supreme significance of the Logoic Sacrifice has been now revealed! 44 

Moses and Jehovah are in perfect numerical harmony. 

A grotesque verse from Exodus interpreted esoterically. 

What is the meaning of Moses beseeching the Lord to show him “his glory”? 45 

Interpretation 1, by Isaac Myer. 45 

Interpretation 2, by James Ralston Skinner. 46 

Why Moses and Jehovah are in numerical harmony? 

Because the number of Moses is that of “I am, That I am,”  i.e., 345. The number of 

Jehovah is 543, the reverse of 345. 46 
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Number 8 symbolises the regular Kosmic breathing, overseen by 

eight gods. 

Number 8 also symbolises the equality of units, order and symmetry in heaven, 

transformed into inequality and confusion on earth by man’s intense selfishness and 

rebellion against Nature’s decrees. 47 

If number 6 was the symbol of our globe ready to be animated by a divine spirit, number 

9 is the symbol of our globe informed by an evil spirit. 47 

Eight great gods are often reckoned, as there are eight points of the compass (4 cardinal 

and 4 intermediate) over which preside inferior Lokapalas, or the “doubles” of the greater 

gods. 48 

Number 888 is the Gnostic and Kabbalistic number of Jesus, and of 

the tripartite division of a solar day. 

When the “back parts” of Moses and his “face” are added up we have 888, which is the 

Gnostic-Kabbalistic name of Jesus. 49 

The main purpose of this system of number checks was to preserve in perpetuity the 

exact value of the Lunar Year in the natural measure of days. 49 

The Semites seem to have had no higher purpose in life than that of procreating their 

species. 49 

Jewish Deity is proved to be, at best, only the manifested duad, never the One Absolute 

ALL. The Jews had no aspirations towards the Ideal. 50 

Endnote 1, by H.P. Blavatsky. 

On the Chaldean Dagon or Man-Fish. 51 

Endnote 2, by Boris de Zirkoff. 

On James Ralston Skinner’s unpublished Manuscript. 52 

Suggested reading for students. 54 
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Apocalypsis is a Kabbalistic book, par excellence, far 
older than Christianity. 

Revelation xiii, 1-18 (KJV) 

1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, 

having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon 

his heads the name of blasphemy. 

2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet 

of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his 

power, and his seat, and great authority. 

3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound 

was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. 

4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they 

worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? Who is able to make 

war with him? 

5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; 

and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months. 

6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, 

and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. 

7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: 

and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 

8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not writ-

ten in the book of life of the lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

9 If any man have an ear, let him hear. 

10 He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the 

sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the 

saints. 

11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns 

like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. 

12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the 

earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly 

wound was healed. 

13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on 

the earth in the sight of men. 

14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles 

which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on 

the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound 

by a sword, and did live. 
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15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the 

beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the 

image of the beast should be killed. 

16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to re-

ceive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 

17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of 

the beast, or the number of his name. 

18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the 

beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore 

and six. 
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The numerical value of words, known as Isopsephia,1 is a 
branch of the ancient sacerdotal language. 

Words or phrases that share the same numerical value also share 

the same spiritual significance. Isopsephia was taught in the 

Lesser Mysteries but the language itself was reserved for high ini-

tiates alone. 

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (THE BEACON OF THE UNKNOWN) XI p. 273. 

All the allegories — Jewish as well as Pagan — contain truths that can only be un-

derstood by him who knows the mystic language of antiquity. Let us see what is said 

on this subject by one of our most distinguished Theosophists, a fervent Platonist 

and a Hebraist, who knows his Greek and Latin like his mother tongue, Professor 

Alexander Wilder of New York:
2
 

The root-idea of the Neo-Platonists was the existence of the One and Supreme 

Essence. This was the Diu or “Lord of the Heavens” of the Āryan nations, iden-

tical with the Ιαω (Iaō) of the Chaldeans and Hebrews, the Iabe of the Samari-

tans, the Tiu or Tuisto of the Norwegians, the Duw of the ancient tribes of Brit-

ain, the Zeus of those of Thrace, and the Jupiter of the Romans. It was the 

Being — (non-Being), the Facit, one and supreme. It is from it that all other be-

ings proceeded by emanation. Perchance someday a wiser man will combine 

these systems in a single one. The names of these different divinities seem often 

to have been invented with little or no regard to their etymological meaning, but 

chiefly on account of this or another mystical significance attached to the nu-

merical value of the letters in their orthography. 

This numerical value is one of the branches of the “mystery-language” or the ancient 

sacerdotal language. It was taught in the “Lesser Mysteries,” but the language itself 

was reserved for the high initiates alone. The candidate must have come out victori-

ous from the terrible trials of the Greater Mysteries before receiving instruction in it. 

That is why Ammonius Saccas, like Pythagoras, made his disciples take an oath nev-

er to divulge the higher doctrines to any but those to whom the preliminary tenets 

had already been imparted, and who, therefore, were ready for initiation. Another 

sage, who preceded him by three centuries, did the same by his disciples, in saying 

to them that he spoke “in similes” (or parables), “because it is given unto you to 

know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given . . . because 

they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.”
3
 

                                            
1
 [This property, inherent in Ancient Greek words, where the value of letters added together correspond to that 

of seemingly different words or phrases, is also evident in Hebrew letters and words: in the 1680s the latter 
became known as Gematria, a transliteration of the Aramaic gematriya, which is thought to be derived from the 
Greek word for geometry (γεωμετρια ) or, perhaps, grammateia (γραμματεια ). Isopsephia and Gematria are often 

used interchangeably. 

To the humble man of letters, Isopsephia provides compelling evidence that the universal law of analogy applies 

consistently to every domain of knowledge and perception, from the geometrical harmony of the stars twinkling 
high in heaven, to the first scribbles of a child. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 The first Vice-President of the T.S. when it was founded. 

3
 [Matthew xiii, 11, 13] 
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The year 1881 will not be repeated until 11811. 

The author of Apocalypsis is no other than Oannes, the Chaldean 

Dagon or Man-Fish, who rose every day from the Persian Gulf and 

taught wisdom to men. As the sun sunk below the horizon, he re-

tired into the sea passing the night in the deep for he was am-

phibious, i.e., he lived on two planes: the spiritual and the physi-

cal. 

The Gnostic Oannes-John and the Hindu Vishnu are one and the 

same, personifications of Microcosm, the Inner Man. 

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (THE YEAR 1881) III pp. 84-85. 

To the Editor of the Bombay Gazette.
1
 

Sir, 

I believe very few of the millions who began three months since to date their letters 

“1881” ever gave a thought to the strangeness of this new grouping of figures. Yet, 

another such combination will not happen in the Christian Chronology before the 

year 11811 just 9930 years hence. Besides the well-known prophecy of Mother Ship-

ton
2
 — which may have a more occult meaning than is generally supposed — our 

year 1881 offers that strange fact hitherto unnoticed that from whichever of four 

sides you look at its figures — from right or left if written horizontally, or from top or 

bottom, if arranged vertically — you will always have before you the same mysterious 

and Kabbalistic number of 1881. And truly Kabbalistic it is, being the correct num-

ber of the three figures which have most perplexed mystics and Christians for no less 

than sixteen or seventeen centuries. Among the rest the great Newton, who worked 

over the problem a considerable number of years. The year 1881, in short, is the 

number of the Great Beast, of the Revelation, the number 666 of St. John’s Apoca-

lypsis — that Kabbalistic Book, par excellence. 

 

                                            
1
 [Bombay Gazette, Bombay, March 30th, 1881] 

2
 [Ursula Southeil, 1488–1561, was an English soothsayer and prophetess. The first publication of her prophe-

cies, which did not appear until 1641, eighty years after her reported death, contained a number of mainly re-
gional predictions, but only two prophetic verses — neither of which foretold the End of the World, despite 
widespread assumptions to that effect. See http://www.mothershipton.com/prophecies.html] 
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See for yourself 1+8+8+1 makes 18; eighteen divided thrice gives three time six, or, 

placed in a row, 666, “the number of a man: and his number is six hundred three 

score
1
 and six.” 

And now “Here is wisdom. . . . Let him who hath understanding” then find out the 

relation that “Mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother . . . ” — of all sorts of ugly 

things — has with A.D. 1881. Those who carry Revelation in their pockets know as 

little as the “heathen” since they could never tell us what the puzzle meant? And yet 

the Hebrew Kabbalists understood the “Patmos Yogi.” They knew well what he meant 

by his 666. Rabbi Gorodek who, so far back as 1791, asserted the Apocalypse to be 

far older than Christianity, and endeavoured to prove John to be no other than 

Ōannēs
2
 — the Chaldean Dagon or Man-Fish — promised us the solution for this 

year. 

H.P. BLAVATSKY 

Bombay, March 29th 

 

There is more affinity between Turanian Lamaists and 
Semitic Druses than was ever suspected. 

When good and evil come to an equilibrium in the scales of hu-

man actions, 666 million men will have “Supreme Wisdom” incar-

nated in them. 

From The Theosophist, Vol. II (No. 9), June 1881, pp. 193-96. Republished in Blavatsky Collected Writ-

ings, (LAMAS AND DRUSES) III pp. 185-86. Full text in our Atlantean Realities Series. 

It is supremely strange that both the Lamas and Druses should have the same mys-

tical statistics. They reckon the bulk of the human race at 1,332 million. When good 

and evil, they say, shall come to an equilibrium in the scales of human actions (now 

evil is far the heavier), then the breath of “Wisdom” will annihilate in a wink of the 

eye just 666 million of men. The surviving 666 million will have “Supreme Wisdom” 

incarnated in them.
3
 This may have, and probably has, an allegorical meaning. But 

what relation might it possibly bear to the number of the “great Beast” of John’s Rev-

elation? 

                                            
1
 [Score is an archaic word for number 20. 

“The days of our years are threescore years and ten [i.e., 70]; and if by reason of strength they be four-
score years [i.e., 80], yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.” 
(Psalm xc, 10) 

In the famous Gettysburg address of 1863, where Lincoln examined the founding principles of the United 
States, as stated in the Declaration of Independence in 1776, he began his speech with the now iconic phrase 
“Four score and seven years ago,” i.e., 4 x 20 + 7, or 87 years ago.] 

2
 [Look up Endnote 1, by H.P. Blavatsky, on page 51 of this study.] 

3
 The Hindus have the same belief. In the “Deva-Yuga” they will all be devas or gods. See Lam-rim-chin-po, or 

“Great Road to perfection”; a work of the fifteenth century. The author of this book is the Great Reformer of La-
maism, the famous Tsong-Kha-pa, from whose hair sprang up the famous Kumbum letter tree — a tree whose 

leaves all bear sacred Tibetan inscriptions, according to the tradition. This tree was seen by Abbé Huc some 

forty years ago, and was seen last year by the Hungarian traveller Count Széchenyi; who, however, begging his 
pardon, could not, under its physical surroundings, have carried away a branch of it, as he pretends to have 

done. 
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If more were known than really is of the religions of Tibet and the Druses, then would 

scholars see that there is more affinity between Turanian Lamaists and the Semitic 

“al-Hammites,” or Druses, than was ever suspected. But all is darkness, conjecture, 

and mere guesswork whenever the writers speak of either the one or the other. The 

little that has transpired of their beliefs is generally so disfigured by prejudice and 

ignorance that no learned Lama or Druse would ever recognize a glimpse of likeness 

to his faith in these speculative fantasies. Even the profoundly suggestive conclusion 

to which came Godfrey Higgins,
1
 however true, is but half so. “It is evident,” he 

writes, “that there was a secret science possessed somewhere [by the ancients] which 

must have been guarded by the most solemn oaths . . . and I cannot help suspecting 

that there is still a secret doctrine known only in the deep recesses of the crypts of 

Tibet. . . . ” 

The Christian application of the compound name Jesus-
Christ is based on Gnostic and Eastern Mysticism. 

St. John’s Apocalypsis has been written in the mystery language 

of the ancient Tannaïm, a relic of Egyptian and Chaldean Wisdom. 

The Tannaïm were Initiates from whom the wisdom of the Kabba-

lah was obtained by the later Talmudists. 

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (THE ESOTERIC CHARACTER OF THE GOSPELS) VIII pp. 210-11. 

The Gnostic Records contained the epitome of the chief scenes enacted during the 

mysteries of Initiation, since the memory of man; though even that was given out in-

variably under the garb of semi-allegory, whenever entrusted to parchment or paper. 

But the ancient Tannaïm, the Initiates from whom the wisdom of the Kabbalah (oral 

tradition) was obtained by the later Talmudists, had in their possession the secrets of 

the mystery-language, and it is in this language that the Gospels were written.
2
 He 

alone who has mastered the esoteric cypher of antiquity — the secret meaning of the 

numerals, a common property at one time of all nations — has the full proof of the 

genius which was displayed in the blending of the purely Egypto-Jewish, Old Testa-

ment allegories and names, and those of the pagan-Greek Gnostics, the most refined 

of all the mystics of that day. Bishop Newton proves it himself quite innocently, by 

showing that “St. Barnabas, the companion of St. Paul, in his epistle
3
 discovers . . . 

the names of Jesus crucified in the number 318,” namely, Barnabas finds it in the 

mystic Greek IHT — the tau being the glyph of the cross. On this, a Kabbalist,
4
 the 

author of an unpublished MS on the Key of Formation of the Mystery Language,
5
 ob-

serves: 

                                            
1
 Celtic Druids, Part I, p. 101 

2
 Thus while the three Synoptics display a combination of the pagan Greek and Jewish symbologies, the Reve-
lation is written in the mystery language of the Tannaïm — the relic of Egyptian and Chaldean wisdom — and 

St. John’s Gospel is purely Gnostic. 

3
 ch. ix 

4
 [James Ralston Skinner] 

5
 [Look up Endnote 2, by Boris de Zirkoff, on page 52 of this study. — ED. PHIL.] 
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But this is but a play upon the Hebrew letters Jod, Cheth, and Shin, from 

whence the IHS as the monogram of Christ coming down to our day, and this 

read as :(* or 381, the sum of the letter being 318 or the number of Abraham 

and his Satan, and of Joshua and his Amalek. True it is also the number of Ja-

cob and his antagonist as could be shown. Godfrey Higgins gives the authority 

for the number 608. It is the number of Melchizedek’s name, for the value of 

the last is 304 and Melchizedek was the priest of the Most High God, without 

beginning nor ending of days. 

The solution and secret of Melchizedek are found in the fact that, 

It has been said in the ancient Pantheons the two planets which had existed 

from eternity [aiōnic eternity ], and were eternal, were the sun and the moon, or 

Osiris and Isis, hence this term of without beginning nor ending of days. 304 

multiplied by two is 608. So also the numbers are in the word Seth, who was a 

type of the year. There are a number of authorities for the number 888
1
 as ap-

plying to the name of Jesus Christ, and as said this is in antagonism to the 666 

of the Anti-Christ. . . . The stable value in the name of Joshua was the number 

365, the indication of the solar year, while Jehovah delighted in being the indi-

cation of the lunar year — and Jesus Christ was both Joshua and Jehovah in 

the Christian Pantheon. . . . 

This is but an illustration to our point to prove that the Christian application of the 

compound name Jesus-Christ is all based on Gnostic and Eastern mysticism. It was 

only right and natural that Chroniclers like the initiated Gnostics, pledged to secre-

cy, should veil or cloak the final meaning of their oldest and most sacred teachings. 

1881 has fuelled as much unbridled superstitions among 
the gullible as 666 has done, and is doing so today. 

All sorts of fanciful beliefs (especially those that pass from one 

generation to the other like heirlooms) have assumed the time-

tested authority of tradition and the status of prophecy. 

From The Theosophist, Vol. II (No. 9), June 1881, pp. l98-99. Republished in: Blavatsky Collected Writ-

ings, (STARS AND NUMBERS) III pp. 200-1. Full text in our Planetary Rounds and Globes Series. 

The year 1881, then, of which we have lived but one-third, promises, as predicted by 

astrologers and astronomers, a long and gloomy list of disasters on land, as on the 

seas. We have shown elsewhere
2
 how strange in every respect was the grouping of 

the figures of our present year, adding that another such combination will not hap-

pen in the Christian chronology before the year 11811, just 9930 years hence, when 

— there will be no more a “Christian” chronology we are afraid, but something else. 

We said: 

Our year 1881 offers that strange fact, that from whichever of four sides you 

look at its figures — from right or left, from top or bottom, from the back, by 

holding the paper up to the light — or even upside down, you will always have 

                                            
1
 [Ιησους] 

2
 Bombay Gazette, March 30th, 1881; [Edited excerpt; see full text on pp. 10-11 above.] 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


PLANETARY ROUNDS AND GLOBES SERIES 

YEAR 1881 WAS THE NUMBER OF THE GREAT BEAST 

The Number of the Beast is the Number of Man v. 11.17, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 30 January 2023 

Page 14 of 54 

before you the same mysterious and Kabbalistic numbers of 1881. It is the cor-

rect number of the three figures which have most perplexed mystics for over 

eighteen centuries. The year 1881, in short, is the number of the Great Beast of 

the Revelation, the number 666 of St. John’s Apocalypsis
1
 — that Kabbalistic 

Book par excellence. See for yourselves: 1+8+8+1 make 18; eighteen divided 

thrice gives three times six, or placed in a row, 666, “the number of man.” 

This number has been for centuries the puzzle of Christendom and was interpreted 

in a thousand different ways. Newton himself worked for years over the problem, but 

ignorant of the secret Kabbalah, failed. Before the Reformation it was generally sup-

posed in the Church to have reference to the coming Antichrist. Since then the 

Protestants began to apply it, in that spirit of Christian charity which so characteriz-

es Calvinism, to the Latin Popish Church, which they call the “Harlot,” the “great 

Beast” and the “scarlet woman,” and forthwith the latter returned the compliment in 

the same brotherly and friendly spirit. The supposition that it refers to the Roman 

nation — the Greek letters of the word Latinus as numerals, amounting to exactly 

666 — is absurd. 

There are beliefs and traditions among the people which spring no one knows from 

whence and pass from one generation to the other, as an oral prophecy, and an una-

voidable fact to come. One of such traditions, a correspondent of the Moscow Gazette 

happened to hear in 1874 from the mountaineers of the Tyrolian Alps, and subse-

quently from old people in Bohemia. “From the first day of 1876,” says that tradition, 

“a sad, heavy period will begin for the whole world and will last for seven consecutive 

years. The most unfortunate and fatal year for all will be 1881. He who will survive it 

has an iron head.” 

 
 

                                            
1
 [xiii, 17-18] 
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Figure 6 stands for the Earth in autumn and winter; figure 
7, the Central Informing Force, in spring and summer.1 

The ancients divided our globe into 60 degrees, which, multiplied 

by 60, became 3,600, the Great Year. Hence also the hour, with its 

60 minutes of 60 seconds each. 

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (SECRET CYCLES) XIV pp. 359-60. 

It is no news that as the Hindus divided the earth into seven zones, so the more 

western peoples — Chaldæans, Phœnicians, and even the Jews, who got their learn-

ing either directly or indirectly from the Brāhmans — made all their secret and sa-

cred numerations by 6 and 12, though using the number 7 whenever this would not 

lend itself to handling. Thus the numerical base of 6, the exoteric figure given by 

Āryabhatta, was made good use of. From the first secret cycle of 600 — the Naros, 

transformed successively into 60,000 and 60 and 6, and, with other noughts added 

into other secret cycles — down to the smallest, an Archaeologist and Mathematician 

can easily find it repeated in every country, known to every nation. Hence the globe 

was divided into 60 degrees, which, multiplied by 60, became 3,600, the “great year.” 

Hence also the hour with its 60 minutes of 60 seconds each. The Asiatic people 

count a cycle of 60 years also, after which comes the lucky seventh decad, and the 

Chinese have their small cycle of 60 days, the Jews of 6 days, the Greeks of 6 centu-

ries — the Naros again.
2
 

 

From The Secret Doctrine, I pp. 650-51. 

Plutarch is quoted from his Life of Sulla, saying: 

One day when the sky was serene and clear, there was heard in it the sound of 

a trumpet, so loud, shrill and mournful, that it affrighted and astonished the 

world. The Etruscan sages said that it portended a new race of men, and a ren-

ovation of the world; for they affirmed that there were eight several kinds of 

men, all being different in life and manners, and that Heaven had allotted each 

its time, which was limited by the circuit of the great year [25,868 years].
3
 

                                            
1
 [While figure 5 is the universal quintessence which spreads in every direction and forms all matter; v.s.] 

2
 [Consult “Blavatsky on the Secret Cycles,” in our Secret Doctrine’s Second Proposition Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

3
 Plutarch, Lives: “Life of Sulla,” § VII, 3-4 
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This reminds one strongly of our seven races of men, and of the eighth — the “animal 

man” — descended from the later Third Race; as also of the successive submersions 

and destruction of the continents which finally disposed of almost the entire bulk of 

that race. 

Says Iamblichus: 

The Assyrians, have not only preserved the records of seven and twenty myri-

ads of years [270,000 years] as Hipparchus says they have, but likewise of the 

whole apocatastases
1
 and periods of the seven rulers of the world.

2
 

This is the calculation of the Esoteric Doctrine, as approximately as it can be. For 

1,000,000 of years are allowed for our present Root-race (the Fifth), and about 

850,000 years since the submersion of the last large island (part of the Continent), 

the Ruta of the Fourth Race, or the Atlanteans; while Daitya, a small island inhabit-

ed by a mixed race, was destroyed about 270,000 years ago, during the glacial period 

or thereabouts. But the Seven Rulers, or the seven great Dynasties of the divine 

kings belong to the traditions of every great people of antiquity. Wherever twelve are 

mentioned, these are invariably the twelve signs of the zodiac. 

ą 

Number 6 has now completed the Earth, a globe with a cross over 

it.
3
 Number 7 is the festival day of the Earth and birthday of our 

world. It represents the seven principles throughout Kosmos,
4
 Na-

ture, and Man. 

From The Secret Doctrine, I p. 407. 

They are all seven-headed, the dragons and serpents of antiquity — “one head for 

each race, and every head with seven hairs on it,” as the allegory has it. Aye, from 

Ananta, the Serpent of Eternity which carries Vishnu through the Manvantara, from 

the original primordial Śesha, whose seven heads become “one thousand heads” in 

the Purānic fancy, down to the seven-headed Akkadian Serpent. This typifies the 

Seven principles throughout nature and man; the highest or middle head being the 

seventh. It is not of the Mosaic, Jewish Sabbath that Philo speaks in his Creation of 

the World, when saying that the world was completed “according to the perfect na-

ture of number 6.”
5
 

                                            
1
 [re-establishment, restoration] 

2
 Proclus, Comment. on the Timæus, Book I, 100.29-101.2 

3
 [Figure 6 is also the Svastika, emblem of the activity of Fohat and the Sacred Four. Look up excerpt from The 
Secret Doctrine (II p. 587), on page 26 of this study. — ED. PHIL.] 

4
 Cf. Kosmos, spelled with a K, is used by H.P. Blavatsky in the sense of the Manvantaric manifestation as a 

whole, the “Infinite Universe.” Cosmos, spelled with a C, applies only to phenomena of our own Solar System. 

Consult “Kosmos and Cosmos” in our Confusing Words Series. Table excerpted overleaf. — ED. PHIL.] 

5
 De Opificio Mundi, § xxx 
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Kosmos and Cosmos compared and contrasted. 

Kosmos Cosmos 

Abstract and Formless, because 

Homogeneous and Impartite, 

vehicle of all Universes to be. 

Receptive Nature or concrete World of 

Forms seemingly fragmented, “no better 

than an aberration of the ever-deceiving 

physical senses.” 

All Universes and Solar Systems. Our Solar System. 

Boundless, because 

Omnipresent and Changeless. 

Finite, Impermanent, 

Self-modifying World. 

Created by the One Life, 

an “Intra-Cosmic Breath.” 

Guided by “Thyan-kam,” the power or 

knowledge of guiding the impulses of cos-

mic energy in the right direction. 

Directed and controlled by the 

“Army” of Divine Sentient Beings. 

Built and ruled by Sidereal Planetary Spirits 

and Deities. 

Eternal (Spiritual) Egg and Womb 

or Matri-Padma, Mother Lotus, 

of all Worlds to be. 

Periodical (Mundane) Egg of our World 

fructified, yet immaculate, when a ray from 

the First Logos flashes from the latent 

Germ in the Heart of the Eternal. 

Ever-concealed, unknown 

and unknowable noumena. 

Perceptions and visible phenomena 

after a “Night of Brahmā.” 

“Father” Concealed and Unmanifested, 

The “Unknown God” of the Athenians. 

Plato’s Second God, 

giving birth to a “Son” or Universe. 

Kala-hamsa, a Ray of Parabrahman. Brahmā or Third Logos. 

Manvantaric manifestation as a whole. Phenomena of a Planetary System. 

Out of space and time. In space and time. 

Pythagorean higher decad or Light. Pythagorean lower decad or Life. 

Universal Kosmos of All — Τά Πάντα. Macrocosmos of our Solar System. 

Universal One and Secondless Soul. Periodical Great Universal Soul (Maha-

Buddhi), containing multifarious aspects 

and reminders of That One Soul. 
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The Monad has to pass through its mineral, vegetable and animal 

forms, before the Light of Logos is awakened in animal man. Till 

then, the animal form cannot be referred to as a thinking man but 

has to be regarded as a Monad imprisoned in ever-changing 

forms. 

From The Secret Doctrine, II p. 42. 

Therefore Nature (in man) must become a compound of Spirit and Matter before he 

becomes what he is; and the Spirit latent in Matter must be awakened to life and 

consciousness gradually. The Monad
1
 has to pass through its mineral, vegetable and 

animal forms, before the Light of the Logos is awakened in the animal man. There-

fore, till then, the latter cannot be referred to as “MAN,” but has to be regarded as a 

Monad imprisoned in ever changing forms. 

666 stands for the physical man of the late Third (Lemurian) to 

early Fourth (Atlantean) Root-Races. 

This is the very “beast” of the Revelation and Plutarch’s “Eight 

Race” man.
2
 

The isopsephic value of Plato’s word for the Lower Mind (Η Φρην) 

is also 666, suggesting that the Higher Mind is dormant.
3
 

A hint for Masons: learn to multiply 333, and you may 
strike 666 instead. 

Darkness can only be dispelled by the light of the blazing torch of 

Truth, which alone the right descendants of Ormazd carry. 

From Isis Unveiled, I pp. 29-30. 

How many of our inveterate sceptics belong, notwithstanding their materialism, to 

Masonic Lodges? The brothers of the Rosie-Cross, mysterious practitioners of the 

mediæval ages, still live — but in name only. They may “shed tears at the grave of 

their respectable Master, Hiram Abiff ”; but vainly will they search for the true locali-

ty, “where the sprig of myrtle was placed.” The dead letter remains alone, the spirit 

has fled. They are like the English or German chorus of the Italian opera, who de-

                                            
1
 [Note to Students: Atomon (ατομον) Anglicised as Atom, or Atmeton (ατμητον), are the Greek terms for the In-

divisible. The Atom may be described as a compact or crystallized point of Divine Energy and Ideation. Monas 
(μονας) is the Pythagorean name for Hermetic Fire, the quintessence of Life. Molecule is an imprisoned force: it 

exists periodically and, being divisible, is regarded as illusion. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 v.s. 

3
 [Consult “Higher Manas and Lower Manas,” in our Confusing Words Series. — ED. PHIL.] 
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scend in the fourth act of Ernani into the crypt of Charlemagne, singing their con-

spiracy in a tongue utterly unknown to them. So, our modern knights of the Sacred 

Arch may descend every night if they choose “through the nine arches into the bow-

els of the earth” — they “will never discover the sacred Delta of Enoch.”
1
 The “Sir 

Knights in the South Valley” and those in “the North Valley” may try to assure them-

selves that “enlightenment dawns upon their minds,” and that as they progress in 

Masonry “the veil of superstition, despotism, tyranny” and so on, no longer obscures 

the visions of their minds. But these are all empty words so long as they neglect their 

mother Magic, and turn their backs upon its twin sister, Spiritualism. Verily, “Sir 

Knights of the Orient,” you may “leave your stations and sit upon the floor in atti-

tudes of grief, with your heads resting upon your hands,” for you have cause to be-

wail and mourn your fate. Since Philippe le Bel destroyed the Knights Templars, not 

one has appeared to clear up your doubts notwithstanding all claims to the contrary. 

Truly, you are “wanderers from Jerusalem, seeking the lost treasure of the holy 

place.” Have you found it? Alas, no! for the holy place is profaned; the pillars of wis-

dom, strength and beauty are destroyed. Henceforth, “you must wander in dark-

ness,” and “travel in humility,” among the woods and mountains in search of the 

“lost word.”
2
 “Pass on!” — you will never find it so long as you limit your journeys to 

seven or even seven times seven; because you are “travelling in darkness,” and this 

darkness can only be dispelled by the light of the blazing torch of truth which alone 

the right descendants of Ormazd
3
 carry. They alone can teach you the true pronun-

ciation of the name revealed to Enoch, Jacob and Moses. “Pass on!” Till your R.S.W. 

shall learn to multiply 333, and strike instead 666 — the number of the Apocalyptic 

Beast — you may just as well observe prudence and act “sub rosa.”
4
 

 

                                            
1
 [By means of which the “Lost Word” of a Master Mason was brought to light: 

“In geometry a straight line cannot represent an absolutely perfect figure, any more than two straight 
lines. Three straight lines, on the other hand, produce by their junction a triangle, or the first absolutely 
perfect figure. Therefore, it symbolized from the first and to this day the Eternal — the first perfection. 

The word for deity in Latin, as in French, begins with D, in Greek the delta or triangle – Δ – whose three 

sides symbolize the trinity, or the three kingdoms, or, again, divine nature. In the middle is the Hebrew 
Yōd, the initial of Jehovah [see Éliphas Lévi’s Dogme et Rituel, i, 154], the animating spirit or fire, the 

generating principle represented by the letter G, the initial of “God” in the northern languages, whose 
philosophical significance is generation.” 

Blavatsky Collected Writings, (OCCULT SYSTEMS: ALPHABETS AND NUMERALS) XIV, p. 99; quoting extract from 

Ragon, Maçonnerie Occulte, Paris: E. Dentu, 1853, p. 427, fn. Also cf. Secret Doctrine, II p. 582, and “Keys to the 

Mystery Language,” in our Theosophy and Theosophists Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 [The “Lost Word” is no word at all, as in the case of the “Ineffable Name.” It ought to stand as “lost words” and 

lost secrets, in general. Consult “The Ineffable Name,” in our Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series. — ED. 
PHIL.] 

3
 [The Sun — though ever, even for the multitudes, μονος ουρανου θεός, “the only and one King and God in 

Heaven,” and the Ευβουλη, “the God of Good Counsel” of Orpheus-had in every exoteric popular religion a dual 
aspect which was anthropomorphised by the profane. Thus the Sun was Osiris-Typhon, Ormazd-Ahriman, Bel-

Jupiter and Baal, the life-giving and the death -giving luminary. And thus one and the same monolith, pillar, 

pyramid, tower or temple, originally built to glorify the first principle or aspect, might become in time an idol-
fane, or worse, a phallic emblem in its crude and brutal form. Blavatsky Collected Writings, (TRACES OF THE 
MYSTERIES) XIV p. 283] 

4
 [i.e., “under rose,” denoting secrecy and confidentiality.] 
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1

The One attracts within itself the Divine Unity of the One 
Circle and forms out of It the Perfect Square, thus “squar-
ing the circle.” 

The Great Circle or Ring Pass-Not is the “Rope of the Angels” 

hedging off the phenomenal from the noumenal Kosmos. 

That Circle is the Universal Principle which, from any given point, 

expands to embrace all things, while embodying the potentiality 

of every action in Kosmos. 

From Isis Unveiled, Vol. I p. 507. 

[The Pythagorean Eternal Monad is] the primordial point in a circle; 

  

 

The circle squaring itself from the four cardinal points becomes a quaternary, the 

perfect square, having at each of its four angles a letter of the mirific name, the sa-

cred TETRAGRAM. It is the four Buddhas who came and have passed away; the Py-

thagorean tetractys — absorbed and resolved by the one eternal NO-BEING. 

  

                                            
1
 This section has been excerpted from “Squaring the circle in heaven, or sphering the cube on earth?” in the 

our Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series. — ED. PHIL. 
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How does the Triangle become the Square? 

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (TRANSACTIONS OF THE BLAVATSKY LODGE) X pp. 355-56. 

In Occult and Pythagorean geometry the Tetrad is said to combine within itself all the 

materials from which Kosmos is produced. The Point or One, extends to a Line — the 

Two; a Line to a Superficies, Three; and the Superficies, Triad or Triangle, is convert-

ed into a Solid, the Tetrad or Four, by the point being placed over it. 

 

  

Kabbalistically Kether, or Sephīrah, the Point, emanates Hokhmāh and Bīnāh, which 

two are the synonym of Mahat, in the Hindu Purānas, and this Triad, descending in-

to matter, produces the Tetragrammaton, Tetractys, as also the lower Tetrad.
1
 This 

number contains both the productive and produced numbers. The Duad doubled 

makes a Tetrad, and the Tetrad doubled forms a Hebdomad.
2
 From another point of 

view it is the Spirit, Will, and Intellect animating the four lower principles. 

                                            
1
 [Cf. The lower Tetractys is the root of illusion in the world of matter. This is what Pythagoras meant by Kos-

mos, i.e., Fire, Air, Water, and Earth. These elements are called rhizomata, the roots of all mixed bodies. The 
lower Tetractys is the same as the Tetragrammaton of the Jews, the “mysterious deity” over which the modern 
Kabbalists make such a fuss! — Secret Doctrine, II p. 599] 

2
 [Note to Students by Boris de Zirkoff: A Tetrad doubled would be eight or an Ogdoad, while a Hebdomad would 

imply seven. This may be a typographical error, unless some other meaning is implied. We leave it unaltered. 

The First Number and apex of the innermost, divine pyramid (the white, upward-facing triangle of the two inter-
laced triangles) is the “Unknown God” of the old Athenians. This “Once One” is the origin, source, and crown of 
any hebdomad,* or any other septenary for that matter, is always concealed for it is a ray of the “Ever Dark-
ness” of Parabrahman, the Uncreated Pythagorean Monas, the “Father who is in Secret” of Matthew. Reflect on 

the following excerpts: 

“The Monad — only the emanation and reflection of the Point (Logos) in the phenomenal World — be-
comes, as the apex of the manifested equilateral triangle, the Father.” (Secret Doctrine, I p. 614) 

“The peculiar architecture of the Pyramids shows in itself the drift of the metaphysical thought of their 

builders. The apex is lost in the clear blue sky of the land of the Pharaohs, and typifies the primordial 
point lost in the unseen universe from whence started the first race of the spiritual prototypes of man.” 
(Isis Unveiled, I pp. 296-97) → 
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How does the Square become the Six-faced Cube? 

The Square becomes the Cube when each point of the triangle becomes dual, male or 

female. The Pythagoreans said: 

Once One, Twice Two, and there ariseth a Tetrad, having on its top the highest 

Unit; it becomes a Pyramid whose base is a plane Tetrad; divine light resting on 

it, makes the abstract Cube. 

   

The surface of the Cube is composed of six squares, and the Cube unfolded gives the 

Cross, or the vertical Four, barred by the horizontal Three; the six thus making Sev-

en, the seven principles, or the Pythagorean seven properties in man.
1
 

                                                                                                                                    
“The numbers 1, 2, 3, 4 are the successive emanations from Mother [Space] as she forms running down-
ward her garment, spreading it upon the seven steps of Creation. The roller returns upon itself, as one 
end joins the other in infinitude, and the numbers 4, 3, and 2 are displayed, as it is the only side of the 
veil that we can perceive, the first number being lost in its inaccessible solitude.” (Blavatsky Collected 
Writings, EASTERN AND WESTERN OCCULTISM, XIV pp. 243-44; quoting Commentary on Stanza IX on Cy-

cles) 

“Sophia-Akhamōth, the Sophia-Without or Pistis-Sophia, who desiring the Light, falls from the Ogdoad 
into the Heptad, the highest Loka or Subplane of which is ruled by the Demiourgos, the Self-Willed One 
of the Pistis-Sophia.” (ibid., COMMENTARY ON THE PISTIS-SOPHIA, XIII p. 28) 

* “The Gnostics had a superior Hebdomad, and an inferior one, in Heaven; and a third terrestrial Hebdomad, on 
the plane of matter.” Secret Doctrine, I p. 448] 

1
 See the excellent explanation given of this in Mr. J.R. Skinner’s Source of Measures. [A searchable PDF of this 

masterpiece on the mathematics of the cosmic mind can found in our Planetary Rounds and Globes Series. — 
ED. PHIL.] 
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How does the Triad becomes a Tetrad, the Pythagorean 

Perfect Square in heaven, and a Cube on earth? 

   
 

Thus is repeated on earth the mystery enacted, according to the Seers, on the divine 

plane. The “Son” of the immaculate Celestial Virgin (or the undifferentiated cosmic 

protyle,
1
 Matter in its infinitude) is born again on Earth as the Son of the terrestrial 

Eve — our mother Earth — and becomes Humanity as a total — past, present and 

future — for Jehovah or Yōd-he-vau-he is androgyne, or both male and female. 

Above, the Son is the whole KOSMOS; below, he is MANKIND. The triad or triangle be-

comes Tetractys, the Sacred Pythagorean number, the perfect Square, and a six-

faced cube on Earth. The Macroprosopus (the Great Face) is now Microprosopus (the 

lesser face); or, as the Kabbalists have it, the “Ancient of Days,” descending on Adam 

Kadmon whom he uses as his vehicle to manifest through, gets transformed into Tet-

ragrammaton. It is now in the “Lap of Māyā,” the Great Illusion, and between itself 

and the Reality has the Astral Light, the great Deceiver of man’s limited senses, un-

less Knowledge through Paramārthasatya comes to the rescue.
2
 

 

Akasha and Astral Light compared and contrasted (Table). 

There now follows a table from our Confusing Words Series. Full text under the title 

“Astral Light is a term very little understood.” — ED. PHIL. 

                                            
1
 [Mūlaprakriti] 

2
 The Secret Doctrine, Vol. I, p. 60] 
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Akasha and Astral Light compared and contrasted. 

Akasha (Alaya) Astral Light 

Undifferentiated, Abstract Space, 

(noumenal) about to be occupied 

by Primordial Consciousness. 

 

Field 1 — Latent Consciousness 

(1st and 2nd Logos) 

 

Field 2 — Differentiated Consciousness 

(3rd Logos, Mahat)
1
 

Dhyani-Chohans, collectively, 

 

 

 

or Humanity at large. 

Plato’s The Good (Το Αγαθόν) 

The Good cannot measure anything. 

 

Man is the measure of all things. 

Represented by the 

Manasaputras, subjectively, 

 

and by Fohat, objectively. 

Eternal Unconsciousness 

i.e., Perfect, Divine Consciousness, 

 

periodically displaying aspects of Itself. 

to the perception of self-conscious minds. 

Ideal Divine Mind reflected and reversed in human thoughts 

and aspirations. 

Germ within Acorn Acorn 

“So himself was indeed (his own) son.” 

Soul of the World, 

of Thought and Compassion. 

Body of the World, 

of Perception and Action. 

Primordial Cosmic Substance. Aggregate of all possible perceptions (mat-

ter). 

Vehicle of Divine Thought. Storehouse of human (psychic) iniquities. 

Not Thought-Substance but recorder 

of every thought and deed 

of the spiritual man, 

 

 

and of the animal man. 

Spiritual plane Psychic plane 

Reality Illusion 

 

                                            
1
 The noetic word of Mahat consists of four elements, To Agathon, Nous, Psychē, and Hylē. This quaternary, 

also known as the Pythagorean Tetractys, is reflected in the sensible world of Matter. The elements or rhizomata 
of the lower Tetractys are is Fire, Air, Water, and Earth. Cf. Secret Doctrine, II p. 599 
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Mathematically expressed, Logos become Tetragrammaton,
1
 i.e., 

the Three become Four.
2
 

In The Secret Doctrine
3
 . . . we are told that the square within the circle Ɗ is the 

most potent of magical figures, and the second oval [the Microcosmos or Inner man]
4
 

may be looked upon as a hint of the cube within the sphere.
5
 

When the Spiritual Ego, the holy number 7, germ and matrix of 

the 6,
6
 enters the animal body, the 6 faces of the cube unfold, 

thus forming the cross of passions upon which material man 

(Chrēstos) crucifies himself and disappoints his glorious Spirit 

(Christos). 

For, “when that reason [nous ] which is holy in accordance with the number seven, 

has entered the soul [rather the living body], the number six is thus arrested, and all 

the mortal things which that number makes.”
7
 And again: “Number 7 is the festival 

day of all the earth, the birthday of the world. I know not whether anyone would be 

able to celebrate the number 7 in adequate terms.”
8
 

Kabbalistic interpretation of the “crucifixion nails” reveals their 

sexual meaning. 

In symbol, the nails of the cross have for the shape of the heads thereof a solid 

pyramid, and a tapering square obeliscal shaft, or phallic emblem, for the nail. 

Taking the position of the three nails in the man’s extremities, and on the cross 

they form or mark a triangle in shape, one nail being at each corner of the tri-

angle. The wounds, or stigmata, in the extremities are necessarily four, designa-

tive of the square. . . . The three nails with the three wounds are in number 6, 

which denotes the 6 faces of the cube unfolded [which make the cross or man-

form, or 7, counting three horizontal and four vertical bars], on which the man 

is placed; and this in turn points to the circular measure transferred onto the 

edges of the cube. The one wound of the feet separates into two when the feet 

are separated, making three together for all, and four when separated, or 7 in 

all — another and most holy [and with the Jews ] feminine base number.
9
 

                                            
1
 [Consult “Tetragrammaton is the key to Occult Theogony” and “The Holy Four of Pythagoras is Logos in its 

latent state,” in our Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 Blavatsky Collected Writings, (TRANSACTIONS OF THE BLAVATSKY LODGE) X pp. 355-56 

3
 Vol. I, p. 99 

4
 [Consult diagram of “The Divine Pedigree of Man,” redrawn by Philaletheians GR, on page 27 of this study. — 

ED. PHIL.] 

5
 Dara Eklund (Comp.). Echoes of the Orient: The Writings of William Quan Judge. 2nd ed. Pasadena: Theosophi-

cal University Press: Vol. III, 2010; INSTRUCTIONS - THE DOUBLE-PAGE DIAGRAM; p. 416. 

6
 [Cf. “If number 6 was the symbol of our globe ready to be animated by a divine spirit, 9 symbolised our earth 

informed by a bad or evil spirit.” Secret Doctrine, II p. 581] 

7
 Legum Allogoriæ, § vi 

8
 Secret Doctrine, I p. 407; [& quoting De Opificio Mundi, § xxx] 

9
 [James Ralston Skinner, Key to the Hebrew-Egyptian mystery: in The Source of Measures originating the Brit-
ish inch and the ancient cubit by which was built the great pyramid of Egypt and the temple of Solomon; and 
through the possession and use of which, man, assuming to realize the creative law of the deity, set it forth in a 
mystery, among the Hebrews called kabbala. Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co., 1875; 324pp. Excerpted from Ch. 

II, § ii, ¶ 21, p. 52. A searchable PDF of this masterpiece on the mathematics of the cosmic mind can be down-

loaded from our Planetary Rounds and Globes Series. — ED. PHIL.] 
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Thus, while the phallic or sexual meaning of the “Crucifixion Nails” is proven by the 

geometrical and numerical reading, its mystical meaning is indicated by the short 

remarks upon it, as given above in its connection with, and bearing upon, Prome-

theus. He is another victim, for he is crucified on the Cross of Love, on the rock of 

human passions, a sacrifice to his devotion to the cause of the spiritual element in 

Humanity.
1
 

Squaring the circle, or sphering the cube? 

A cube has 3 axes, each being perpendicular to the other two, 2 being horizontal and 

1 vertical. The sphere, in which the cube is, represents the Auric Egg (man’s 7th prin-

ciple), and its plane may be reached only by attaining that perfect harmony which is 

the result of, or is expressed by, squaring the circle, or sphering the cube.
2
 

 

The occult meaning of the Svastika, emblem of the activity of Fohat, 

symbolised by the figure 6 and the Sacred Four, explained. 

Few world-symbols are more pregnant with real occult meaning than the Svastika. It 

is symbolized by the figure 6; for, like that figure, it points in its concrete imagery, as 

the ideograph of the number does, to the Zenith and the Nadir, to North, South, 

West, and East; one finds the unit everywhere, and that unit reflected in all and eve-

ry unit. It is the emblem of the activity of Fohat, of the continual revolution of the 

“wheels,” and of the Four Elements, the “Sacred Four,” in their mystical, and not 

alone in their cosmical meaning; further, its four arms, bent at right angles, are in-

timately related, as shown elsewhere, to the Pythagorean and Hermetic scales. One 

initiated into the mysteries of the meaning of the Svastika, say the Commentaries, 

“can trace on it, with mathematical precision, the evolution of Kosmos and the whole 

period of Samdhyā.” Also “the relation of the Seen to the Unseen,” and “the first pro-

creation of man and species.”
3
 

 

                                            
1
 Secret Doctrine, II p. 561. [For an in-depth analysis consult “The real Christ is Buddhi-Manas, the glorified 

Divine Ego,” in our Buddhas and Initiates Series. Also consult, “Prometheus, the Light-bringer, hurled down to 
the bowels of the earth,” in our Down to Earth Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 [Cf. “William Quan Judge on the Pedigree of Man,” in The True Colours of Man (2015), our Fifth Major Work, 

pp. 26-31. Diagram excerpted overleaf. — ED. PHIL.] 
3
 Secret Doctrine, II p. 587 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


PLANETARY ROUNDS AND GLOBES SERIES 

COSMOGENESIS AND ANTHROPOGENESIS 

The Number of the Beast is the Number of Man v. 11.17, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 30 January 2023 

Page 27 of 54 

 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


PLANETARY ROUNDS AND GLOBES SERIES 

NUMBER 7 IS THE NUMBER OF NUMBERS 

The Number of the Beast is the Number of Man v. 11.17, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 30 January 2023 

Page 28 of 54 

Metaphysically, number 7 is the ever invisible centre, the spirit of 

everything, as there exists no body with six lines constituting its 

form without a seventh being found as the central point in it — 

which is the source and origin of the six. 

From The Secret Doctrine, II p. 582-83. 

 

 

 

 

More! As absolute unity is uncreated and impartite, no number 

can produce it, and so is number 7. And it is number 4, which 

yields an arithmetical division between 1 and 7, as it surpasses 

the 1 by 3 numbers, and it is itself surpassed by 7 — since 4 is 

above 1 by 3, as 7 is also above 4 by 3. 

Esoterically, number 7 symbolises the secondary “perfection” for 

it is related only to the manifested planes. Whereas the Greek 

Delta is the “vehicle of the unknown Deity.”
1
 

Exoterically, number 3 became the ideograph of the three materi-

al elements — air, water, earth; plus number 4, the principle of all 

that which is neither embodied nor perceptible. But this has never 

been accepted by the real Pythagoreans. 

On the plane of the noumenal world, the triangle was, as the first conception of the 

manifested Deity, its image: “Father-Mother-Son”; and the Quaternary, the perfect 

number, was the noumenal, ideal root of all numbers and things on the physical 

plane. Some students, in view of the sacredness of Tetractys and the Tetragramma-

ton, mistake the mystic meaning of the Quaternary. The latter was with the ancients 

                                            
1
 [Consult “Light drops one Solitary Ray,” in our Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series. Table excerpted on 

page 31 of this study. — ED. PHIL.] 
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only a secondary “perfection,” so to speak, because it related only to the manifested 

planes. Whereas it is the Triangle, the Greek delta ġ which was the “vehicle of the 

unknown Deity.” A good proof of it lies with the name of the Deity beginning with 

Delta. Zeus was written Δευς, by the Bœotians,
1
 thence the Deus of the Latins. This, 

in relation to the metaphysical conception, with regard to the meaning of the Septe-

nary in the phenomenal world, but for purposes of profane or exoteric interpretation, 

the symbolism changed. Three became the ideograph of the three material elements 

— air, water, earth; and four became the principle of all that which is neither corpo-

real nor perceptible. But this has never been accepted by the real Pythagoreans. 

Viewed as a compound of 6 and 1, the senary and the unity, number seven was the 

invisible centre, the spirit of everything, as there exists no body with six lines consti-

tuting its form without a seventh being found as the central point in it (see crystals 

and snow-flakes in so-called inanimate nature). Moreover, number seven, they said, 

has all the perfection of the UNIT — the Number of numbers. For as absolute unity is 

uncreated, and impartite (hence numberless) and no number can produce it, so is 

the seven: no digit contained within the decad can beget or produce it. And it is 4, 

which affords an arithmetical division between unity and seven, as it surpasses the 

former by the same number (three), as it is itself surpassed by the seven, since four 

is by as many numbers above one, as seven is above four.
2
 

With the Egyptians, number 7 was the symbol of life eternal, and 

this is why the Greek letter Z, which is but a double 7, is the ini-

tial letter of the verb ZΩ (I live) and of Zeus, Father of all living. 

“With the Egyptians number 7 was the symbol of life eternal,” says Ragon, and adds 

that this is why the Greek letter Z, which is but a double 7, is the initial letter of 

zaō,
3
 “I live,” and of Zeus, “the father of all living.” 

Moreover, figure 6 was the symbol of the Earth during the autumn and winter “sleep-

ing” months, and figure 7 during spring and summer — as the Spirit of life animated 

her at that time — the seventh or central informing Force. We find the same in the 

Egyptian mythos and symbol of Osiris and Isis, personifying Fire and Water meta-

physically, and the Sun and the Nile physically. The number of the Solar year, 365 in 

days, is the numerical value of the word Neilos (Nile). This, together with the Bull, 

with the Crescent and the ansated cross between its horns, and the Earth under its 

astronomical symbol ă are the most phallic symbols of later antiquity. 

The Nile was the river of time with the number of a year, or year and a day 

(364+1=365). It represented the parturient water of Isis, or Mother Earth, the 

moon, the woman, and the cow, also the workshop of Osiris, representing the 

Sōd Ōlām of the Hebrews. The ancient name of this river was Eridanus, or the 

Hebrew Iardan, with the Coptic or old Greek suffix. This was the door of the 

Hebrew word Jared, or “Source,” or Descent . . . of the river Jordan, which had 

                                            
1
 See Liddell & Scott, A Greek-English Lexicon. 

2
 From a MS. supposed to be by de Saint-Germain, quoted by Ragon in Orthodoxie Maçonnioque, etc., p. 434. 

3
 [Or ζω; ζαω is only in the language of the grammarians. Cf. Etymologicum Magnum, 410.38. — Liddell & Scott.] 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


PLANETARY ROUNDS AND GLOBES SERIES 

NUMBER 7 IS THE NUMBER OF NUMBERS 

The Number of the Beast is the Number of Man v. 11.17, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 30 January 2023 

Page 30 of 54 

the same mythical use with the Hebrews that the Nile had with the Egyptians,
1
 

it was the source of descent, and held the waters of life.
2
 

Nile, Eridanus, and Jordan are one and the same river and no 

more sublime than the parturient waters of the Moon, which is 

womb of the Earth.
3
 

It was, to put it plainly, the symbol of the personified Earth, or Isis, regarded as the 

womb of that Earth. This is shown clearly enough; and Jordan — the river so sacred 

now to Christians — held no more sublime or poetical meaning in it than the partu-

rient waters of the moon (Isis, or Jehovah in his female aspect). 

Interpreted by the Pythagorean Key, the 365 days of a solar year 

read “The Earth animated by the Spirit of Life.” 

Now, as shown by the same scholar, Osiris was the sun, and the river Nile, and the 

tropical year of 365 days; while Isis was the moon, the bed of that river, or the moth-

er earth “for the parturient energies, of which water was a necessity,” as also the lu-

nar year of 354 days, “the time-maker of the periods of gestation.” All this then is 

sexual and phallic, and our modern scholars seem to find in these symbols nothing 

beyond a physiological or phallic meaning. Nevertheless, the three figures 365, or the 

number of days in a solar year, have but to be read with the Pythagorean Key to find 

in them a highly philosophical and moral meaning. One instance will be sufficient. It 

can read: 

The Earth animated by the Spirit of Life 

3 6 5 

Simply because 3 is equivalent to the Greek gamma — Γ — which letter is the symbol 

of Gaia (the Earth); while the figure 6 is the symbol of the animating or informing 

principle, and the 5 is the universal quintessence which spreads in every direction 

and forms all matter.
4
 

 

 

 

How the Sons of Light clothed themselves in the fabric of Darkness 

(Diagram). 

There now follows a diagram from our Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series. — 

ED. PHIL. 

                                            
1
 It had no such meaning in the beginnings, nor during the earlier dynasties. 

2
 From an unpublished MS [by James Ralston Skinner, in the Adyar Archives. Comprehensive information 

about this important MS. has been provided by Boris de Zirkoff in: H.P. Blavatsky Collected Writings, Vol. VIII, 

pp. 219-20, and is herein appended on page 52 of this study under the heading “Endnote 2 by Boris de Zirkoff. 

— ED. PHIL.] 

3
 [The Baptism in the Jordan is the Rite of Initiation and the final purification. — ED. PHIL.] 

4
 From de Saint-Germain’s MS. 
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Astronomically, number 7 is closely connected with the 
Atlantides who have become the Seven Pleiades. 

The two are connected with the destinies of nations, as shaped by 

past events according to Karmic law. 

Kartikeya-Mars, the occult symbol of the cycle of Naros, is com-

posed of 600, 666, and 777 years. 

From The Secret Doctrine, II pp. 618-19. 

Again, number seven is closely connected with the occult significance of the Pleiades, 

those seven daughters of Atlas, “the six present, the seventh hidden.” In India they 

are connected with their nursling, the war god, Kārtikeya. It is the Pleiades (in San-

skrit, Krittikās )
1
 who gave the god their name, for Kārtikeya is the planet Mars, as-

tronomically. As a god he is the son of Rudra, born without the intervention of a 

woman. He is a Kumāra, a “virgin youth” again, generated in the fire from the Seed of 

Śiva — the holy spirit — hence called Agni-bhū. The late Dr. Kenealy believed that, in 

India, Kārtikeya is the secret symbol of the cycle of Naros, composed of 600,
2
 666, 

and 777 years, according to whether it is solar or lunar, divine or mortal, years that 

are counted; and the six visible, or the seven actual sisters, the Pleiades, are needed 

for the completion of this most secret and mysterious of all the astronomical and re-

ligious symbols. Therefore, when made to commemorate one particular event, 

Kārtikeya appeared, of old, as a Kumāra, an ascetic, with six heads — one for each 

century of the Naros. When the symbolism was needed for another event, then, in 

conjunction with the seven sidereal sisters, Kārtikeya is seen accompanied by 

Kaumārī (or Senā) his female aspect. He is then riding on a peacock — the bird of 

Wisdom and Occult Knowledge, and the Hindu Phœnix, whose Greek relation with 

the 600 years of Naros is well-known. A six-rayed star (double triangle) a Svastika, a 

six- and occasionally seven-pointed crown is on his brow; the peacock’s tail repre-

sents the sidereal heavens; and the twelve signs of the Zodiac are hidden on his 

body; for which he is also called Dvādaśa-kara, the “twelve-handed,” and Dvāda-

śāksha, “twelve-eyed.” It is as Śakti-dhara, however, the “spear-holder,” and the con-

queror of Tāraka, “Tāraka-jit,” that he is shown most famous. 

                                            
1
 [or Kārtikas ] 

2
 [The isopsephic value of 600 is the Pythagorean Kosmos. Look up diagram, “The Pythagorean World, Root of 

Illusion,” on page 35 of this study. Also consult “Kosmos and Cosmos,” in our Confusing Words Series. Table 
excerpted on page 17. — ED. PHIL.] 
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The years of the Naros, being (in India) counted in two ways — either “100 years of 

the gods,” (divine years) — or 100 mortal years — one can see the tremendous diffi-

culty for the non-initiated in comprehending correctly this cycle, which plays such 

an important part in St. John’s Revelation. It is the truly apocalyptic Cycle; yet in 

none of the numerous speculations about it have we found anything but a few ap-

proximate truths, because of its being of various lengths and relating to various pre-

historic events. 

Esoterically, number 7 is symbolised by two interlaced 
triangles, forming a six-pointed star around a central 
point. 

For Seven is the germ of the six and their matrix. 

In the old Sanskrit works number 6 is mentioned more often than 

7, the central position of which is implied by the point that had 

produced the first line.
1
 

From Mahatma Letter 59 (111) pp. 340-41 3rd Combined ed. 

ŀ 

Does your B.T.S.
2
 know the meaning of the white and black interlaced triangles of 

the Parent Society’s seal that it has also adopted? Shall I explain? The double trian-

gle viewed by the Jewish Kabbalists as Solomon’s Seal is, as many of you doubtless 

know the Śri-yantra of the archaic Āryan Temple, the “mystery of Mysteries,” a geo-

metrical synthesis of the whole occult doctrine. The two interlaced triangles are the 

Buddhangams of Creation. They contain the “squaring of the circle,” the “philoso-

phers’ stone,” the great problems of Life and Death, and — the Mystery of Evil. The 

chela who can explain this sign from every one of its aspects — is virtually an adept. 

How is it then, that the only one among you who has come so near to unravelling the 

mystery is also the only one who got none of her ideas from books? Unconsciously 

she gives out — to him who has the key — the first syllable of the Ineffable Name! Of 

course you know that the double-triangle — the Satkona Chakram of Vishnu — or 

the six-pointed star, is the perfect seven. In all the old Sanskrit works — Vedic and 

Tantric — you find the number 6 mentioned more often than the 7 — this last figure, 

the central point, being implied, for it is the germ of the six and their matrix. It is 

then thus ŀ — the central point standing for seventh, and the circle, the Mahākāśā 

                                            
1
 [Look up “Light drops one Solitary Ray,” in our Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series. Table excerpted on 

page 31 above. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 [British Theosophical Society] 
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— endless space — for the seventh Universal Principle. In one sense, both are viewed 

as Avalokiteśvara, for they are respectively the Macrocosm and the microcosm. The 

interlaced triangles — the upper pointing one is Wisdom concealed, and the down-

ward pointing one Wisdom revealed (in the phenomenal world). The circle indicates 

the bounding, circumscribing quality of the All, the Universal Principle which from 

any given point expands so as to embrace all things, while embodying the potentiality 

of every action in the Cosmos. As the point, then, is the centre round which the circle 

is traced they are identical and one, though from the standpoint of Maya and Avidyā 

— (illusion and ignorance) — one is separated from the other by the manifested tri-

angle, the 3 sides of which represent the three gunas — finite attributes. In symbolo-

gy the central point is Jivātma (the 7th principle), and hence Avalokiteśvara, the 

Kuan-Shih-yin, the manifested “Voice” (or Logos ), the germ point of manifested activi-

ty; hence, in the phraseology of the Christian Kabbalists, “the Son of the Father and 

Mother,” and agreeably to ours — “the Self manifested in Self — Yi-sin,
1
 the “one 

form of existence,” the child of Dharmakāya (the universally diffused Essence), both 

male and female. Parabrahm or “Adi-Buddha,” while acting through that germ point 

outwardly as an active force, reacts from the circumference inwardly as the Supreme 

but latent Potency. The double triangles symbolize the Great Passive and the Great 

Active; the male and female; Purusha and Prakriti. Each triangle is a Trinity because 

presenting a triple aspect. The white represents in its straight lines: Jñānam — 

(Knowledge); Jñata — (the Knower); and Jñeyam — (that which is known). The black 

— form, colour, and substance, also the creative, preservative, and destructive forc-

es, and [these] are mutually correlating, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pythagorean World, Root of Illusion (Diagram). 

There now follows a diagram from our Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series. — 

ED. PHIL. 

                                            
1
 [“Not for the speculations of men, for the Lord Buddha has strongly prohibited all such inquiry.” Secret Doc-
trine, I p. 635] 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


PLANETARY ROUNDS AND GLOBES SERIES 

NUMBER 7 INTERPRETED ASTRONOMICALLY, GEOMETRICALLY, AND SEXUALLY 

The Number of the Beast is the Number of Man v. 11.17, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 30 January 2023 

Page 35 of 54 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


PLANETARY ROUNDS AND GLOBES SERIES 

NUMBER 7 INTERPRETED ASTRONOMICALLY, GEOMETRICALLY, AND SEXUALLY 

The Number of the Beast is the Number of Man v. 11.17, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 30 January 2023 

Page 36 of 54 

Geometrically, 7 is the number of the spiritual man, sym-
bolised by the cube unfolding as “cross.” 

Deity in Man is symbolised by the Tau cross, a double glyph. 

Tau is formed from the figure 7 and the Greek letter Γ, symbols of 

divine and earthly life, respectively. In its terrestrial attachment, 

Tau is the Sun shorn of his beams. 

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (PSYCHOLOGY OF ANCIENT EGYPT) X pp. 59-61, 62. 

Č 

This is the representation of man. The circle or handle which surmounts the tau is a 

human head. It is the man crucified in space of Plato, or the Vithobā of the Hindus.
1
 

In Hebrew the word man is rendered by Anosh, and, as Seyffarth says: 

It represents, as I now believe, the skull with the brains, the seat of the 

soul, and with the nerves extending to the spine, back, and eyes or ears. 

For the Tanis stone translates it repeatedly by anthropos (man), and this 

very word is alphabetically written (Egyptian) ank. Hence we have the 

Coptic ank, vita, properly anima, which corresponds with the Hebrew 

:$”!, anosh, properly meaning anima. This :$”! is the primitive +$”! for 

*”1! (the personal pronoun I). The Egyptian Anki signifies my soul. 

It is curious that this Hebrew equivalent, Anosh, for “man,” by Mr. Seyffarth, 

reads numerically
2
 365–1, which could be intended to mean either 

365+1=366, or 365–1=364, or the time phases of the solar year, thus shad-

owing forth the astronomical connection.
3
 

The days of the solar year correspond with the 7 principles of 

psychic man, and the 7 aspects of the physical man. 

We see, then, that the solar year, or rather the number of its days, is found to corre-

spond with the septenary man, or twice septenary, for we have the psychic man of 

seven principles or etheric planes, and the physical man whose division is the same. 

                                            
1
 See Edward Moor’s Hindoo Pantheon. [The Plate in Edward Moor’s work referred to is reproduced in Volume 

VII, p. 296, of the present Series. — Boris de Zirkoff.] 

2
 We remind our readers that in the Kabbalah we have to take notice of the numerical value of the letters: : or 

sh equals 3, &, or o equals 6, etc. 

We ask pardon from Kabbalists for this rather naïve note, but we are doing our best to make it clear to readers 
who are novices in such matters — Editor, Le Lotus. 

3
 [J.R. Skinner, Source of Measures, p. 53] 
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This makes 14 and corresponds to the three digits 3, 6, 5 = 14. Let us see if the noc-

turnal eye of Osiris, the Moon or the symbol of the Hebrew Jehovah, corresponds to 

that. It is said in an unpublished and very Kabbalistic manuscript: 

The Ancients have always made mysterious use of the numbers 3 and 4, com-

posing the number 7. One of the chief properties of this number thus divided, 

is that, if we multiply 20612
1
 by 4/3 the product will give us a base for the de-

termination of the mean revolution of the Moon, and if we multiply this product 

again by 4/3 we shall have a base to find the exact period of the mean solar 

year.
2
 

Now, examine well the esoteric ansated cross of the Egyptians. The cross is the un-

folded cube whose six faces give us the septenary, for we have 4 on a vertical and 3 

on a horizontal line, which makes 7, the middle space being common to both lines. 

The 4 and the 3 are the most esoteric numbers, because 7 is the number of life, the 

number of nature herself, as it is easy to prove in relation to the vegetable and ani-

mal kingdoms; 3 is spirit; 4 is matter. But in the symbol in question which is purely 

phallic, since it represents living and septenary man, it is the 4 which corresponds to 

the male line; it is, in fact, the Tetragrammaton, the Tetractys on the lower plane, 

“the heavenly Man” or Adam-Kadmon, the male-female (i.e., Jah-vah or Jehovah); or 

again Hokhmāh and Bīnāh (wisdom and intelligence, the divine Hermaphrodite), on 

our cosmic and terrestrial plane. The horizontal line of the three faces of the cube is 

the feminine principle. It is Jehovah-Eve of the pre-Adamic race, which, like Brahmā-

Vāch, is separated into two sexes. This Eve which was the Sophia or Holy Ghost
3
 of 

the Gnostics, gave birth to Cain-Abel, the male and the female on earth of the race of 

Adam.
4,  5 

 

[Most valuable information, not otherwise easily accessible, concerning occult sciences in ancient Egypt, may be 

found in two other essays from the pen of Franz Lambert: “Hypnotismus und Electrizität im alten Ägypten” 

(Sphinx, Vol. V, January 1888; translated into English in: The Theosophist, Vol. XIV, December, 1892, pp. 161-

71, with interesting drawings), and “Weisheit der Ägypter” (ibid., Vol. VII, January, February, April, June, 

1889). The article of Georgia Louise Leonard, in the Open Court (September and October, 1887), on “The Occult 

Sciences in the Temples of Ancient Egypt,” is also full of interesting data. — Boris de Zirkoff.]  

                                            
1
 This number is the numerator of 20612/6561 which gives , the relation of the diameter to the circumference 

— Editor, Le Lotus. 

2
 [From a hitherto unpublished MS. of James Ralston Skinner in the Adyar Archives. Comprehensive infor-

mation about this important MS. has been provided by Boris de Zirkoff in: H.P. Blavatsky Collected Writings, 
Vol. VIII, pp. 219-20, and is now presented on page 52 of this study. — ED. PHIL.] 

3
 See “The Apocryphal (? ) Gospel of the Hebrews,” where the author makes Jesus say: “My Mother, the Holy 

Ghost, took me by a hair of my head and transported me unto Mount Thabor.” I translate from the original. 

[This passage is quoted by Origen in his Comm. in Evang. Joannis, tom. II, p. 64, thus: “Modo accepit me Mater 
mea Sanctus Spiritus, uno capillorum meorum, et me in montem magnum Thabor portavit.” — Boris de 
Zirkoff.] 

4
 See my notes on Cain and Abel in The Secret Doctrine. [It is somewhat uncertain what particular passages in 

her magnum opus H.P. Blavatsky had in mind in making this statement. It should be borne in mind that when 
this article was written, The Secret Doctrine had not yet been published, and it may well be that further changes 

were made in the MSS. of this work after July, 1888. However, the latter portion of page 127, in Volume II of The 
Secret Doctrine, bears a close analogy to the subject under discussion. Consult the Index of this work for the 
many other references to Cain and Abel. — Boris de Zirkoff.] 

5
 Blavatsky Collected Writings, (PSYCHOLOGY OF ANCIENT EGYPT) X pp. 59-61, 62 
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The sexual meaning of the crucifixion nails, when numer-
ically interpreted, explain how number 6 became 7. 

The position of the three nails into the crucified’s extremities and 

on the cross, form the corners of a triangle facing down. 

The three nails with the three wounds are in number 6, which de-

notes the 6 faces of the cube when unfolded. 

When the feet are separated, the three wounds become four, 

forming a square, and thus the number of the crucified (3 + 4) 

become 7, a most holy number. 

From J. Ralston Skinner’s Key to the Hebrew-Egyptian Mystery in the Source of Measures, excerpted 

from our study notes on “Crucified between two thieves,” Buddhas and Initiates Series, pp. 30-31. 

 Ď 

Says the most suggestive work on the Kabbalistic meanings now extant — Key to the 

Hebrew-Egyptian Mystery in the Source of Measures:
1
 

In symbol, the nails of the cross have for the shape of the heads thereof a solid 

pyramid, and a tapering square obeliscal shaft, or phallic emblem, for the nail. 

Taking the position of the three nails in the man’s extremities, and on the cross 

they form or mark a triangle in shape, one nail being at each corner of the tri-

angle. The wounds, or stigmata, in the extremities are necessarily four, designa-

tive of the square. . . . The three nails with the three wounds are in number 6, 

which denotes the 6 faces of the cube unfolded [which make the cross or man-

form, or 7, counting three horizontal and four vertical bars], on which the man 

is placed; and this in turn points to the circular measure transferred onto the 

edges of the cube. The one wound of the feet separates into two when the feet 

                                            
1
 [James Ralston Skinner, Key to the Hebrew-Egyptian mystery: in The Source of Measures originating the Brit-
ish inch and the ancient cubit by which was built the great pyramid of Egypt and the temple of Solomon; and 
through the possession and use of which, man, assuming to realize the creative law of the deity, set it forth in a 

mystery, among the Hebrews called kabbala. Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co., 1875; 324pp. A searchable PDF of 

this masterpiece on the mathematics of the cosmic mind can be downloaded from our Planetary Rounds and 
Globes Series. — ED. PHIL.] 
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are separated, making three together for all, and four when separated, or 7 in 

all — another and most holy [and with the Jews ] feminine base number.
1
 

When 3 and 4 kiss each other, they form the Procrustean bed of 

torture where Prometheus is crucified. 

As those Alchemists have it: “When the Three and the Four kiss each other, the Qua-

ternary joins its middle nature with that of the Triangle [or Triad, i.e., the face of one 

of its plane surfaces becoming the middle face of the other], and becomes a cube; 

then only does it [the cube unfolded] become the vehicle and the number of LIFE, the 

Father-Mother SEVEN.”
2
 

Thus, while the phallic or sexual meaning of the “Crucifixion Nails” is proven by the 

geometrical and numerical reading, its mystical meaning is indicated by the short 

remarks upon it, as given above in its connection with, and bearing upon, Prome-

theus. He is another victim, for he is crucified on the Cross of Love, on the rock of 

human passions, a sacrifice to his devotion to the cause of the spiritual element in 

Humanity. 

While 7 is the feminine number of pristine purity, 9 is the number 

of the phallic or male energy. 

From The Secret Doctrine, II p. 217; quoting The Source of Measures. 

In the Kabbalah it is plainly to found that the “Tree of Life” was the ansated cross in 

its sexual aspect, and that the Tree of Knowledge was the separation and the coming 

together again to fulfil the fatal condition. To display this in numbers the values of 

the letters composing the word ētz (ֵץע), tree, are 7 and 9, the seven being the holy 

feminine number and the nine the number of the phallic or male energy. This an-

sated cross is the symbol of the Egyptian female-male, Isis-Osiris, the germinal prin-

ciple in all forms, based on the primal manifestation applicable in all directions and 

in all senses. 

But the Jews made of number 7 a feminine number of generation, 

thus introducing the phallic element into religion. 

From The Secret Doctrine, II pp. 581-82. 

Far earlier than the Jews had devised their golden candlestick of the temple with 

three sockets on one side and four on the other, and made of number 7 a feminine 

number of generation,
3
 thus introducing the phallic element into religion, the more 

                                            
1
 [Ch. II, § ii, ¶ 21, p. 52] 

2
 Secret Doctrine, II pp. 592-93 

3
 Reflecting on the Cross, the author of the Source of Measures [J.R. Skinner] shows that this candlestick in the 

temple: 

. . . was so composed that, counting on either side, there were four candle-sockets; while, at the apex, 
there being one in common to both sides, there were in fact 3 to be counted on the one side and 4 on the 

other, making in all number 7, upon the self-same idea of one in common with the cross display. Take a 

line of one unit in breadth by 3 units long, and place it on an incline; take another of 4 units long, and 
lean it upon this one, from an opposite incline, making the top unit of the 4 in length the corner or apex 
of a triangle. This is the display of the candlestick. Now, take away the line of three units in length and 
cross it on the one of 4 units in length, and the cross form results. The same idea is conveyed in the six 

days of the week in Genesis, crowned by the seventh, which was used by itself as a base of circular 
measure. (p. 51) 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


PLANETARY ROUNDS AND GLOBES SERIES 

NUMBER 7 INTERPRETED ASTRONOMICALLY, GEOMETRICALLY, AND SEXUALLY 

The Number of the Beast is the Number of Man v. 11.17, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 30 January 2023 

Page 40 of 54 

spiritually-minded nations had made of the cross (as 3+4=7), their most sacred di-

vine symbol. In fact, Circle, Cross, and Seven — the latter being made a base of circu-

lar measurement — are the first primordial symbols. Pythagoras, who brought his 

wisdom from India, left to posterity a glimpse into this truth. His school regarded 

number 7 as a compound of numbers 3 and 4, which they explained in a dual man-

ner.
1
 

                                            
1
 Secret Doctrine, II pp. 581-82 
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Radiating from a Pyramid of Heavenly Stars, 777 enlight-
ens the inferior worlds.1 

The mundane cross is the oldest phallic symbol of the dual gener-

ative power, not the instrument of the alleged crucifixion.
2
 

From The Secret Doctrine, II p. 411. 

The intellectual evolution, in its progress hand-in-hand with the physical, has cer-

tainly been a curse instead of a blessing — a gift quickened by the “Lords of Wis-

dom,” who have poured on the human manas the fresh dew of their own spirit and 

essence. 

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (E.S. INSTRUCTION No. III) XII p. 608. 

As given out in The Secret Doctrine, the Egos or Kumāras, incarnating in man, at the 

end of the Third Root-Race, are not human Egos of this earth or plane, but became 

such only from the moment they ensouled the animal man, thus endowing him with 

his Higher Mind. They are “Breaths” or Principles, called the Human Soul, or Manas, 

the Mind. As the teachings say: 

Each is a Pillar of Light. Having chosen its vehicle, it expanded, surrounding 

with an Ākāśic Aura the human animal, while the Divine (Mānasic) Principle, 

settled within that human form. 

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (THE ESOTERIC CHARACTER OF THE GOSPELS) VIII, p. 194 fn. 

Stauros became the cross, the instrument of crucifixion, far later, when it began to 

be represented as a Christian symbol and with the Greek letter T, the Tau.
3
 Its primi-

tive meaning was phallic, a symbol for the male and female elements; the great ser-

pent of temptation, the body which had to be killed or subdued by the dragon of wis-

dom, the seven-vowelled solar Chnouphis or Spirit of Christos of the Gnostics, or, 

again, Apollo killing Python.
4
 

The position of Stauros over the earth ą is now inverted to ă. 

                                            
1
 [777 is also related to the 5th Root-Race or Āryan.] 

2
 [During the genesis of the early Third Root-Race the cross fell off the circle ă and became phallic when those 

men who, being still mindless, imitated the animals and thus degraded themselves. The same cross also stands 

for the dual meaning of sexes.] 

3
 Lucian, Judicium Vocalium 

4
 [For an in-depth analysis of the subject see “Proposition 1 - Cross + Fire,” in our Secret Doctrine’s First Prop-

osition Series. — ED. PHIL.] 
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Jesus was crucified by his own Church, not by Scripture. 

Christos is the Man-God of Plato, who crucifies himself for an 

eternity in the darkness of matter, in order to redeem the Spirit of 

Truth from the clutches of untruth and self-deceit. 

[The following selections have been abridged from the Train of Thoughts in: “Crucified between two 

thieves.” The full text of this study can be found in our Buddhas and Initiates Series.] 

Jesus as “Son of God” and “Saviour of Mankind,” was not unique in the world’s an-

nals. The real Saviours of Mankind all descend from on high to the Nether World, the 

Kingdom of Darkness, of temptation, lust, and selfishness. And, after having over-

come the Chrēst condition or the tyranny of separateness, their astral or worldly ego 

is enlightened by Lucifer, the Glorified Divine Ego (Buddhi-Manas), who is the real 

Christ. Pythagoras, Buddha, and Apollonius, were Initiates of the same school. 

The Sun is the external manifestation of the Seventh Principle of our Planetary Sys-

tem while the Moon is its Fourth Principle. Shining in the borrowed robes of her 

Master, she is saturated with and reflects every passionate impulse and evil desire of 

her grossly material body, Earth. 

The Fathers have falsified Jesus’ last words and made him a vic-

tim of his own success. 

The “infallible” Churches made up history as they went along, building up the Apos-

tolic Church on a jumble of contradictions. Assorted human mysteries, concocted by 

generations of Church Fathers bent upon evolving a religion of their own invention, 

are today’s miserable substitutes of Divine Revelation. 

The Baptism in the Jordan is the Rite of Initiation and the final purification, when 

Christos and Sophia (Divine Wisdom and Intelligence) enter the Initiate by transfer-

ence from Guru to Chela, leave the physical body upon death of the latter, and re-

enter the Nirmānakāya, the Astral Ego of the new Adept. The “baptism” or Initiation 

of Jesus stands for the “descent” of the Higher Self or Soul (Ātma-Buddhi) on Manas, 

the Higher Ego. And the union of Christos with Chrēstos establishes a conscious 

communication of the Universal Individuality with the transcendent personality 

(Theophania) — the Adept. 

The paronomastic terms Chrēstos and Christos are 
linked astrologically — a double pun. 

Scorpio is Chrēstos in humiliation; Leo, Christos in triumph.
1
 

The key to the hitherto unfathomable mystery of Jesus is hidden in the paronomasia 

of Chrēstos and Christos. He who will not ponder over and master the great differ-

ence between the meaning of the two Greek words, Χρηστός and Χριστός, must re-

main blind for ever to the true esoteric meaning of the Gospels; that is to say, to the 

living Spirit entombed in the sterile dead-letter of the texts, the very Dead Sea fruit of 

lip-Christianity. 

                                            
1
 [Consult “Humility is no virtue,” in our Buddhas and Initiates Series. — ED. PHIL.] 
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Jesus was Chrēstos, a virtuous man in his trial of life and candidate to initiation. Not 

yet Christos, as he had not passed the third degree of initiation to become Epoptēs. 

Chrēstos, the neophyte, is admitted into the Christos condition at the end of his life 

when Manas is fully merged with Buddhi. His real temple is the awakened soul in 

the sanctuary of the heart.
1
 

The real Christos is the Serpent or Dragon of Wisdom falling from on high into the 

hearts and minds of men. Christos is a Ray of Logos: Passive Wisdom in Heaven and 

Self-Active, Conscious Wisdom on Earth. Though the two are one, the permanent can 

never merge with the impermanent. It is only when the impermanent begins loving 

the permanent sufficiently to give up its ephemeral self and being, that a spiritual 

union of the “Heavenly man” with the “Virgin of the World” is accomplished and a 

new Saviour of Humanity is born here on earth but “without sin.” Alas, few are they 

who are fit to join that Holy Brotherhood where each, in order to gain admittance, 

must be at one with the Christ within him. 

Christos is the eternal, real Individuality, or universal Altruism; 

whereas Jesus-Chrēstos is the mortal man who, by crucifying the 

man of flesh and his passions on the Procrustean bed of torture, 

is reborn Immortal and leaves the animal-man behind him tied on 

the Cross of Initiation like an empty chrysalis. Then, his Higher 

Soul becomes as free as a butterfly. 

He who has the strength to roll back the stone of matter from the door of his own in-

ner sanctuary, he has the risen Christ in him. The “Son of Man” is no child of the 

bond-woman or flesh, but verily of the free-woman, i.e., the Spirit of Truth impris-

oned in the heart of every human being. 

Messiah is Christos surrounded by twelve subordinate powers. Christos is Prome-

theus, a personification of the Great Logoic Sacrifice. On sending out its personal 

ray, Christos or Higher Manas becomes “crucified between two thieves”: the lower, 

impure tendencies that after death dissipate in Kama-Loka, and the higher aspira-

tions that survive death and reascend the cyclic arc. 

Christos is the God in Space and Man’s Saviour on Earth. 

Viśvakarman, the creator and “carpenter” of gods and men, crucifies Vikartana on a 

lathe and, by cutting off the eighth part of his rays, deprives his head of its efful-

gence and creates round it a dark aureole. In Greek Mythology, the Tau cross is the 

iron lathe of Procrustes, the Attican Viśvakarman. 

Man is Deity on Earth, whose body is the cross of flesh, on, through, and in which he 

is ever crucifying and putting to death Christ, the Divine Logos, who is his benefactor 

and true friend. Chrēst is a Ray made manifest from that Centre of Life which is hid-

den from the eyes of Humanity for and in Eternity. That Centre is the real Christ, 

crucified as a body of flesh and bones.  

                                            
1
 [Consult “The Heart is the Organ of Spiritual Consciousness,” in our Constitution of Man Series. — ED. PHIL.] 
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The supreme significance of the Logoic Sacrifice has been now re-

vealed! 

Christos, incarnating in Chrēstos, becomes for certain purposes a willing candidate 

for a long series of tortures, mental and physical. 

Chrēst is the mortal man who, by crucifying the man of flesh and his passions on the 

Procrustean bed of torture, is reborn Immortal and leaves the animal-man behind 

him tied on the Cross of Initiation like an empty chrysalis. Then, his Higher Soul be-

comes as free as a butterfly. 

The real meaning of “the coming of Christ,” is the presence of Christos in a regener-

ated world, not the actual coming of Jesus “Christ.” The true Christ is no man but 

the same Divine Spark of Light in the heart of every man, regardless of whether he is 

a Christian or not. 
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A grotesque verse from Exodus interpreted esoterically. 

From The Secret Doctrine, II pp. 538-39, 543-45, and our study notes on “The Original Sin is a Jewish 

invention,” Black versus White Magic Series. 

It has been repeatedly stated in this work that every religious and philosophical 

symbol had seven meanings attached to it, each pertaining to its legitimate plane of 

thought, i.e., either purely metaphysical or astronomical; psychical or physiological, 

etc. These seven meanings and their applications are hard enough to learn when 

taken by themselves; but the interpretation and the right comprehension of them be-

come tenfold more puzzling, when, instead of being correlated, or made to flow con-

secutively out of and to follow each other, each, or any one of these meanings is ac-

cepted as the one and sole explanation of the whole symbolical idea. An instance 

may be given, as it admirably illustrates the statement. Here are two interpretations 

given by two learned Kabbalists and scholars, of one and the same verse in Exodus 

xxxiii, 18-23.
1
 

What is the meaning of Moses beseeching the Lord to show him 

“his glory”? 

Moses beseeches the Lord to show him his “glory.” Evidently it is not the crude dead 

letter phraseology as found in the Bible that is to be accepted. There are seven mean-

ings in the Kabbalah, of which we may give two as interpreted by the said two schol-

ars. 

Interpretation 1, by Isaac Myer. 

One of them quotes, while explaining: 

Thou canst not see my face . . . I will put thee in the cleft of the rock . . . cover 

thee with my hand while I pass by. And then I will take away mine hand, and 

thou shalt see my āhōr, i.e., my back; . . . 

— and tells us in a gloss, → 

                                            
1
 [ 18. And Moses says, Manifest thyself to me. 

19. And God said, I will pass by before thee with my glory, and I will call by my name, the Lord, before thee; 
and I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and will have pity on whom I will have pity. 

20. And God said, Thou shalt not be able to see my face; for no man shall see my face, and live. 

21. And the Lord said, Behold, there is a place by me: thou shalt stand upon the rock; 

22. And when my glory shall pass by, then I will put thee into a hole of the rock; and I will cover thee over 

with my hand, until I shall have passed by. 

23. And I will remove my hand, and then shalt thou see my back parts; but my face shall not appear to thee. 

(tr. Brenton) — ED. PHIL.] 
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That is, I will show you “My back,” i.e., my visible universe, my lower manifes-

tations, but, as a man still in the flesh, thou canst not see my invisible nature. 

So proceeds the Qabbalah.
1
 

This is correct, and is the cosmo-metaphysical explanation. 

Interpretation 2, by James Ralston Skinner. 

And now speaks the other Kabbalist, giving the numerical meaning. As it involves a 

good many suggestive ideas, and is far more fully given, we may allow it more space. 

This synopsis is from an unpublished MSS,
2
 and explains more fully what was given 

in Section XVII.
3
 

Why Moses and Jehovah are in numerical harmony? 

Because the number of Moses is that of “I am, That I am,”
4
 i.e., 

345. The number of Jehovah is 543, the reverse of 345. 

The numbers of the name Moses are those of “I AM THAT I AM,” so that the names 

Moses and Jehovah are at one in numerical harmony. The word Moses is %–/ 

(5+300+40), and the sum of the values of its letters is 345; Jehovah — the genius 

par excellence of the lunar year — assumes the value of 543, or the reverse of 345. 

In the third chapter of Exodus, in the 13th and 14th verses, it is said: 

And Moses said. . . . Behold when I come unto the children of Israel, and 

shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and 

they shall say unto me, What is his name? What shall I say unto them? 

and God said unto Moses — “I am that I am.” [KJV] 

The Hebrew words for this expression are ahiye asher ahiye, and in the value of 

the sums of their letters stand thus: 

%*%! 9:! %*%! 

21 501 21 

. . . This being his [God’s] name, the sum of the values composing it are 21, 

501, 21, is 543, or simply a use of the simple digit numbers in the name of Mo-

ses . . . but now so ordered that the name of 345 is reversed, and reads 543. 

                                            
1
 Isaac Myer, Qabbalah, p. 226 

2
 [Look up Endnote 2, by Boris de Zirkoff, on page 52 of this study. — ED. PHIL.] 

3
 “The Holy of Holies,” p. 459 et seq. [Cf. “The Original Sin is a Jewish invention,” in our Black versus White 

Magic Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

4
 [I am my Higher Ego] 
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From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (1890! ON THE NEW YEAR’S MORROW) XII pp. 67-68. 

Out of eternal unity and the mysterious number seven, out of Heaven and the seven 

planets and the sphere of the fixed stars, in the philosophy of arithmetic, was born 

the ogdoad. It was the first cube of the even numbers, and hence held sacred.
1
 In the 

Eastern philosophy number eight symbolizes equality of units, order and symmetry 

in heaven, transformed into inequality and confusion on earth, by selfishness, the 

great rebel against Nature’s decrees. 

Number 8 also symbolises the equality of units, order and sym-

metry in heaven, transformed into inequality and confusion on 

earth by man’s intense selfishness and rebellion against Nature’s 

decrees. 

If number 6 was the symbol of our globe ready to be animated by 

a divine spirit, number 9 is the symbol of our globe informed by 

an evil spirit. 

From The Secret Doctrine, II pp. 580-81. 

The Ogdoad or 8 symbolizes the eternal and spiral motion of cycles, the 8 – ∞ – and 

is symbolized in its turn by the Caduceus. It shows the regular breathing of the 

Kosmos presided over by the eight great gods — the seven from the primeval Mother, 

the One and the Triad. 

Then comes the number nine or the triple ternary. It is the number which reproduc-

es itself incessantly under all shapes and figures in every multiplication. It is the sign 

of every circumference, since its value in degrees is equal to 9, i.e., to 3+6+0. It is a 

bad number under certain conditions, and very unlucky. If number 6 was the sym-

bol of our globe ready to be animated by a divine spirit, 9 symbolized our earth in-

formed by a bad or evil spirit. 

  

                                            
1
 As shown by Ragon, the Mason-Occultist, the gnostic ogdoad had 8 stars representing the 8 Kabeiroi of Sam-

othrace, the 8 principles of the Egyptians and Phoenicians, the 8 gods of Xenocrates, the 8 angles of the cubic 
stone. [Maçonnerie occulte, p. 435 fn.] 
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Eight great gods are often reckoned, as there are eight points of 

the compass (4 cardinal and 4 intermediate) over which preside 

inferior Lokapalas,
1
 or the “doubles” of the greater gods. 

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (FRAGMENTS) VII p. 275. 

Eight great Gods are often reckoned, as there are eight points of the compass, four 

cardinal and four intermediate points over which preside also inferior Lokapālas or 

the “doubles” of the greater Gods. Yet, in many instances where the number eight is 

given, it is only a kind of exoteric shell. Every globe, however, is divided into seven 

regions, as 7 x 7 = 49 is the mystic number par excellence. 

To make it clearer: in each of the seven Root-Races, and in every one of the seven re-

gions into which the Occult Doctrine divides our globe, there appears from the dawn 

of Humanity the “Watcher” assigned to it in the eternity of the Aeon. He comes first 

in his own “form,” then each time as an Avatāra. 

 
 

                                            
1
 [i.e., personified points of the compass.] 
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When the “back parts” of Moses and his “face” are added up we 

have 888,
1
 which is the Gnostic-Kabbalistic name of Jesus. 

The main purpose of this system of number checks was to pre-
serve in perpetuity the exact value of the Lunar Year in the natu-

ral measure of days. 

From The Secret Doctrine, II pp. 538-39, 543-45. Excerpted from “The Original Sin is a Jewish inven-

tion,” in our Black versus White Magic Series. 

So that when Moses asks “Let me see Thy face or glory,” the other rightly and truly 

replies “Thou canst not see my face . . . but thou shalt see me behind” — the true 

sense, though not the precise words; because the corner and the behind of 543 is the 

face of 345. This is: 

For check and to keep a strict use of a set of numbers to develop certain grand 

results, for the object of which they are specifically employed. 

And the learned Kabbalist
2
 adds: 

In other uses of the numbers, they saw each other face to face. It is strange 

that if we add 345 to 543 we have 888, which was the Gnostic Cabbalistic value 

of the name Christ, who was Jehoshua or Joshua. And so also the division of 

the 24 hours of the day gives three eights as quotient. . . . The chief end of all 

this system of Number Checks was to preserve in perpetuity the exact value of 

the Lunar Year in the Natural measure of Days.
3
 

The Semites seem to have had no higher purpose in life than that 

of procreating their species. 

Thus, geometrically, and according to the reading of the Bible by means of the nu-

merical method, the author of the Hebrew-Egyptian Mystery is quite correct. Their 

(the Jewish) entire system: 

. . . seems to have been anciently regarded as one resting in nature, and one 

which was adopted by nature, or God, as the basis of law of the exertion prac-

tically of creative power — i.e., it was the creative design, of which creation was 

                                            
1
 [888 is also related to the Higher Manas of the 6th Root-Race.] 

2
 [And learned Mason of Cincinnati, James Ralston Skinner] 

3
 Secret Doctrine, II pp. 538-39; [& quoting from an unpublished MS by James Ralston Skinner, in the Adyar 

Archives. Comprehensive information about this important MS. has been provided by Boris de Zirkoff in: H.P. 
Blavatsky Collected Writings, Vol. VIII, pp. 219-20, and is now presented on page 52 of this study. — ED. PHIL.] 
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practically the application. This seems to be established by the fact that, under 

the system set forth, measures of planetary times serve co-ordinately as 

measures of the size of planets, and of the peculiarity of their shapes — i.e., in 

the extension of their equatorial and polar diameters . . . etc., etc. . . . This sys-

tem seems to underlie the whole Biblical structure [that of creative design], as a 

foundation for its ritualism, and for its display of the works of the Deity in the 

way of architecture, by use of the sacred unit of measure in the Garden of Eden, 

the Ark of Noah, the Tabernacle, and the Temple of Solomon.
1
 

Jewish Deity is proved to be, at best, only the manifested duad, 

never the One Absolute ALL. The Jews had no aspirations towards 

the Ideal. 

Thus, on the very showing of the defenders of this system the Jewish Deity is proved 

to be, at best, only the manifested duad, never the One absolute ALL. Geometrically 

demonstrated, he is a NUMBER; symbolically, a euhemerized Priapus; and this can 

hardly satisfy a mankind thirsting after the demonstration of real spiritual truths, 

and the possession of a god with a divine, not anthropomorphic, nature. It is strange 

that the most learned of modern Kabbalists can see in the cross and circle nothing 

but a symbol of the manifested creative and androgyne deity in its relation to, and 

interference with, this phenomenal world.
2
 

 

 

                                            
1
 Source of Measure, pp. 3, 4 

2
 See the Zohar and the two Qabbalahs (of Isaac Myer and of S.L. MacGregor Mathers), with interpretations, if 

the reader would satisfy himself of this. [And consult “Blavatsky on the Qabbalah by Isaac Myer,” in our Blavat-
sky Speaks Series. — ED. PHIL.[ 
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Endnote 1, by H.P. Blavatsky. 

On the Chaldean Dagon or Man-Fish.
1
 

It is an error to say that John the Evangelist became the patron Saint of Masonry 

only after the XVIth century, and it implies a double mistake. Between John the “Di-

vine,” the “Seer” and the writer of Revelation, and John the Evangelist who is now 

shown in company of the Eagle, there is a great difference, as the latter John is a 

creation of Irenaeus, along with the fourth gospel. Both were the result of the quarrel 

of the Bishop of Lyons with the Gnostics, and no one will ever tell what was the real 

name of the writer of the grandest of the Evangels. But what we do know is that the 

Eagle is the legal property of John, the author of the Apocalypsis, written originally 

centuries B.C., and only re-edited, before receiving canonical hospitality. This John, 

or Ōannēs, was the accepted patron of all the Egyptian and Greek Gnostics (who 

were the early Builders or Masons of “Solomon’s Temple,” as, earlier, of the Pyra-

mids) from the beginning of time. The Eagle was his attribute, the most archaic of 

symbols — being the Egyptian Ah, the bird of Zeus, and sacred to the Sun with every 

ancient people. Even the Jews adopted it among the Initiated Kabbalists, as “the 

symbol of the Sephīrah Tiph’e-reth, the spiritual Æther or Air,” says Mr. Myer’s 

Qabbalah.
2
 With the Druids the eagle was the symbol of the Supreme Deity, and 

again a portion of the cherubic symbol. Adopted by the pre-Christian Gnostics, it 

could be seen at the foot of the Tau in Egypt, before it was placed in the Rose-Croix 

degree at the foot of the Christian cross. Pre-eminently the bird of the Sun, the Eagle 

is necessarily connected with every solar god, and is the symbol of every seer who 

looks into the astral light, and sees in it the shadows of the Past, Present, and Fu-

ture, as easily as the Eagle looks at the Sun. 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 First published in: Lucifer, Vol. IV, Nos. 19 & 21, March 1889, pp. 32-44; and May 1889, pp. 226-36. This 

excerpt is from Blavatsky Collected Writings, XI pp. 74-75, fn. [Full text in “Jesuitry in Masonry,” in our Blavat-

sky Speaks Series. Also look up “Oxford don profanes Vedic Hymn,” in our Down to Earth Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 [p. 230] 
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Endnote 2, by Boris de Zirkoff. 

On James Ralston Skinner’s unpublished Manuscript.
1
 

This Kabbalistic MS may be found in the Adyar Archives. It is apparently a continua-

tion, namely Part III, of the work known as The Key to the Hebrew-Egyptian Mystery 

in the Source of Measures, by James Ralston Skinner, which was originally published 

at Cincinnati in 1875.
2
 In this MSS, after the heading: “Section I — Introduction — 

Giving a Key of formation of an ancient language,” the opening sentence runs as fol-

lows: 

After the accumulation of much material for the purpose, part of which com-

posed the system of measures set forth in Parts I and II of this work, as to 

which this is Part III, the writer is quite certain that there was an ancient lan-

guage which modernly and up to this time appears to have been lost . . . 

H.P. Blavatsky, has quoted from this MSS in The Secret Doctrine
3
 and elsewhere, with 

considerable approbation. 

Towards the end of the MSS the author has written: 

I end this closing section of my work on Monday the 18th day of February 1884, 

in the retiring of the flood of waters of the Ohio at 12 M. 

I, Ralston Skinner, Jany. 10, 1887, shall send this original MSS to Madame 

Blavatsky Ostend. 

As would appear from Dr. Jirah Dewey Buck’s little book entitled Modern World 

Movements
4
 Dr. Buck sent this MSS to Blavatsky and she wrote to him saying that 

there were Seven Keys to the Kabbalah, of which Skinner had discovered “two and a 

half.” 

The MSS is bound in heavy cloth, with tooled leather spine bearing no title or name of 

author. On the front cover, in gold letters, stands the name of H.P. Blavatsky, and 

beneath it the capital letters P.S., whose meaning is uncertain. Inside, on the fly-leaf, 

Blavatsky, has written her name: “H.P. Blavatsky, Ostende, 1887,” and on the same 

page is a rubber stamp: “H.P.B., 17 Lansdowne Rd., London W.” 

The inside of the book consists of 358 pages, about 5¾ X 9½, written on one side on-

ly on faint ruled paper, about ten words to a line and some 23 or 24 lines to a page, 

but with numerous interspersions of number arrangements and number diagrams. 

There still remain in the book more than a dozen slips of paper, some of them torn 

scraps with Blavatsky’s handwriting on them, to mark certain pages. She has also 

written on some of the blank pages opposite the text, and occasionally has even cor-

rected the text or inserted words, phrases or sentences between the lines. 

                                            
1
 Compiler’s Note 6, from H.P. Blavatsky Collected Writings, Vol. VIII, pp. 219-20. 

2
 [A searchable PDF of this title can be found in our Planetary Rounds and Globes Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

3
 Vol. I, pp. 308-9 

4
 Indo-American Book Co., Chicago, 1913, pp. 39-41 
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The book is in two Sections, the First one of 53 pages being an Introduction. The 

Second Section is made up of 18 smaller sections, starting with the number values of 

various Hebrew letters and relating them to the lunar year, man, Jehovah, etc. Some 

of the headings are: 

“How the woman was taken out of the man”; 

“The covenant of Jehovah”; 

“The Parker ratio and the British inch”; 

“The Garden of Eden”; 

“The Flood”; 

“The Measures of the Great Pyramid,” etc. 

Apart from a few brief passages used by H.P. Blavatsky in her writings, the text of 

this MSS has never yet been published. 

Dr. Buck, in the work mentioned above, also speaks of a long letter of forty pages 

which Blavatsky wrote to Skinner in reply to his many questions concerning the 

Kabbalah and occult mathematics. It is not known what became of that letter, 

though it may still exist among the papers of Skinner if such have been preserved. 

He was connected with the McMillan Masonic Lodge, No. 141, in the U.S.A. 
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Suggested reading for students.1 

 

 “The real Christ is Buddhi-Manas, the glorified Divine Ego” 

— in our Buddhas and Initiates Series. 

 “Symbolism of the circle dance of the Planets around the Sun-God” 

— in our Planetary Rounds and Globes Series. 

 “Cross is the symbol of pre-Cosmic Divine Mind” 

 “How the Heavenly Snails clothed themselves in the Fabric of Darkness,” under 

the title “Proposition 1 - Diagram Notes” 

 “Squaring the circle in heaven, or sphering the cube on earth?” 

 “Tetragrammaton is the Key to Occult Theogony” 

 “The Holy Four of Pythagoras is Logos in its latent state” 

 “The Ineffable Name” 

 “The One Ray strides through 7 Regions in 3 Steps” 

 “The Rope of the Angels” 

— in our Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series. 

 “Import and potency of numbers as symbols” 

 “Keys to the Mystery Language” 

 “Why Pagan Symbolism is indestructible” 

— in our Theosophy and Theosophists Series. 

 

 

                                            
1
 Students may consult with profit the metaphysical concepts, study notes, and learning aids set out in our 

Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series. Also, C.A. Bartzokas (Comp. & Ed.). Compassion: The Spirit of Truth, 

Gwernymynydd: Philaletheians UK, 2021; 3rd electronic edition, v. 05.88, our first Major Work. — ED. PHIL. 
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