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First published in The Theosophical Forum, April 1889 through April 1895, Questions 2 through 345, in 

Numbers 1 to 70 (First Series). Republished in: Dara Eklund (Comp.). Echoes of the Orient: The Writings 

of William Quan Judge. 2nd ed. Pasadena: Theosophical University Press: Vol. II, 2009; QUESTION 102, 

pp. 285-86.1 

Is it honest for a sincere Theosophist to celebrate in any way, whether by pre-

sent-giving or by entertainments, the festivals of Christendom, such as Christ-

mas and Easter? What is the practice of Occultists and the leaders of the Theo-

sophical Society in this regard? 

Theosophical sincerity is not a strange moral product of a new reform, but is exactly 

sincerity as always defined by philosophers and moralists in every age. The word sin-

cere is derived from a Latin word which is in its turn supposed to be from sine “with-

out” and cera “wax,” that is, pure honey. The wax is prejudice, and he who harbours 

that, be he an F.T.S.
2
 or not, may consider his practice right in preventing him from 

viewing broadly all customs of all men, but one who accumulates the pure honey of 

sincerity may just as well join in Christmas festivities in Christendom as he would in 

those of Buddha’s birthday in Ceylon. 

 

 

                                            
1
 [This magazine was distributed free of charge to members-at-large of the Theosophical Society in America, 

who were invited to “send questions, answers to questions, opinions and notes upon Theosophical subjects.” 
Usually they were handled by the editor, Alexander Fullerton, with the assistance of Mr. Judge. Though some of 
the editor’s answers (signed Ans.) may have been by Judge, we include only those contributed under his own 
name, initials, or pen-names. — DARA EKLUND, Compiler.] 
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 [Fellow of the Theosophical Society] 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/

