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Translated by Swami Prabhavananda and Christopher Isherwood.

HANT THE NAME OF THE LORD and His glory unceasingly
That the mirror of the heart may be wiped clean

And quench that mighty forest fire,

Worldly lust, raging furiously within.

Oh name, stream down in moonlight on the lotus heart,
Opening its cup to knowledge of thyself.

Oh self, drown deep in the waves of His bliss,

Chanting His name continually,

Tasting His nectar at every step,

Bathing in His name, that bath for weary souls.

Various are thy names, Oh Lord,

In each and every name Thy power resides.

No times are set, no rites are needful, for chanting of thy name,
So vast is Thy mercy.

How huge, then is my wretchedness,

Who find, in this empty life and heart,

No devotion to Thy name!

Oh, my mind,

Be humbler than a blade of grass,

Be patient and forbearing like the tree,
Take no honour to thyself,

Give honour to all,

Chant unceasingly the name of the Lord.

Oh, Lord and soul of the universe,

Mine is no prayer for wealth or retinue,

The playthings of lust or the toys of fame;

As many times as I may be reborn

Grant me, Oh Lord, a steadfast love for Thee.

A drowning man in this world’s fearful ocean
Is Thy servant, Oh sweet One.

In Thy mercy

Consider him as dust beneath Thy feet.

Ah, how I long for the day

When an instant’s separation from Thee, Oh Govinda,
Will be as a thousand years,

When my heart burns away with its desire

And the world, without Thee, is a heartless void.
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MYSTIC VERSE AND INSIGHTS SERIES
CHAITANYA'S DEVOTIONAL PRAYER

Prostrate at Thy feet let me be, in unwavering devotion,
Neither imploring the embrace of Thine arms

Nor bewailing the withdrawal of Thy presence

Though it tears my soul asunder.

Oh Thou, who stealest the hearts of Thy devotees,

Do with me what Thou wilt —

For Thou art my heart’s beloved, Thou and Thou alone.*
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t [Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, 1486-1534, was a social reformer of Bengal and Orissa, and notable proponent
for the Vaishnava School of Bhakti yoga. “A rather modern sage, believed to be an avatar of Krishna” (Theosoph-
ical Glossary). Because of his light skin complexion, he was sometimes referred to as Gaura or Golden; and
Nimai, because he was born underneath a Neem tree (Cf. Wikipedia). In Sanskrit, chaitanya means conscious-
ness (Cf. Secret Doctrine, 1 p. 6), or living spirit. (Blavatsky Collected Writings, IV p. 567) — ED. PHIL.]

Chaitanya's Devotional Prayer v. 11.13, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 17 January 2022
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On true prayer versus vain prayer

“Alexander Pope’s Universal Prayer,” in our Mystic Verse and Insights Series.

“The prayer of the true philosopher is his adoration,” in our Living the Life Se-
ries.

“The Voice of the Will is the Atomic Point, the Logos of the Silent All”, in our
Constitution of Man Series.

“True prayer is mental utterance in secret,” in our Higher Ethics and Devotion
Series.

On self-adoration and selfish action

“Does your mind elate with self-adoration?” in our Black versus White Magic
Series.

)

“Instead of Black and White Magic, read selfish and unselfish motive,” in our

Black versus White Magic Series.

“Poverty breeds generosity, wealth greed and selfishness,” in our Down to Earth
Series.

“Selfishness is the cause of all sin and suffering,” in our Black versus White
Magic Series.

“Selfishness is the hallmark of fakirs, hermits, and yogins,” in our Black versus
White Magic Series.
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