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First published in The North American Review, Vol. CLI, No. 405, August 1890, pp. 173-86. Repub-

lished in Blavatsky Collected Writings, (RECENT PROGRESS IN THEOSOPHY) XII pp. 295-96. Full text 

under the title “Theosophical Society – Objects and early accomplishments” in our Theosophy and 

Theosophists Series. 

HE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT WAS A NECESSITY OF THE AGE, and it has 

spread under its own inherent impulsion, and owes nothing, to adventitious 

methods. From the first it has had neither money, endowment, nor social or 

governmental patronage to count upon. It appealed to certain human instincts and 

aspirations, and held up a certain lofty ideal of perfectibility, with which the vested 

extraneous interests of society conflicted, and against which these were foredoomed 

to battle. Its strongest allies were the human yearnings for light upon the problem of 

life, and for a nobler conception of the origin, destiny, and potentialities of the hu-

man being. While materialism and its congener, secularism, were bent upon destroy-

ing not only theology and sectarian dogmatism, but even the religious conception of a 

diviner Self, Theosophy has aimed at uniting all broad religious people for research 

into the actual basis of religion and scientific proofs of the existence and permanence 

of the higher Self. Accepting thankfully the results of scientific study and exposure of 

theological error, and adopting the methods and maxims of science, its advocates try 

to save from the wreck of cults the precious admixture of truth to be found in each. 

Discarding the theory of miracles and supernaturalism, they endeavour to trace out 

the kinship of the whole family of world-faiths to each other, and their common rec-

onciliation with science. 
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