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Poverty breeds generosity; 

wealth, greed and selfishness. 
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Abstract and train of thoughts 1 

Constant steeping in the sensuous world weakens character instead of 

building it up, for senses are like sweets which turn into acid inside the 

body. 

Good Karma is that kind which the Ego desires and requires; bad, that which the Ego 

neither desires nor requires. 3 

Struggle is needed for gaining strength; buffeting hard times, for gaining depth; meagre 

opportunities, for acquiring fortitude; poverty, for breeding generosity of spirit. 3 

But while poverty has no natural tendency to bring forth selfishness, wealth requires it. 4 

The much sought-after advantages of the “good life,” in the sense of prosperity, comfort, 

and even luxury with few problems or worries, are impediments to spiritual growth and 

can only turn into the ashes of passion. 4 

Suggested reading for students. 

Selections from our Down to Earth Series. 6 

Other ethical injunctions by William Quan Judge. 9 
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 Frontispiece by Andy Tantowi Belzark. 
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Constant steeping in the sensuous world weakens char-
acter instead of building it up, for senses are like sweets 
which turn into acid inside the body. 

William Quan Judge, “Advantages and Disadvantages in Life,” first published in The Path, Vol. X, July 

1895, pp. 123-35. Republished in: Dara Eklund (Comp.). Echoes of the Orient: The Writings of William 

Quan Judge. 2nd ed. Pasadena: Theosophical University Press: Vol. I, 2009; pp. 483-85. 

That view of one’s Karma which leads to a bewailing of the unkind fate which has 

kept advantages in life away from us, is a mistaken estimate of what is good and 

what is not good for the soul. It is quite true that we may often find persons sur-

rounded with great advantages but who make no corresponding use of them or pay 

but little regard to them. But this very fact in itself goes to show that the so-called 

advantageous position in life is really not good nor fortunate in the true and inner 

meaning of those words. The fortunate one has money and teachers, ability, and 

means to travel and fill the surroundings with works of art, with music and with 

ease. But these are like the tropical airs that enervate the body; these enervate the 

character instead of building it up. They do not in themselves tend to the acquire-

ment of any virtue whatever but rather to the opposite by reason of the constant 

steeping of the senses in the subtile essences of the sensuous world. They are like 

sweet things which, being swallowed in quantities, turn to acids in the inside of the 

body. Thus they can be seen to be the opposite of good Karma. 

Good Karma is that kind which the Ego desires and requires; bad, 

that which the Ego neither desires nor requires. 

What then is good Karma and what bad? The all-embracing and sufficient answer is 

this: [484] Good Karma is that kind which the Ego desires and requires; bad, that 

which the Ego neither desires nor requires.
1
 

And in this the Ego, being guided and controlled by law, by justice, by the necessities 

of upward evolution, and not by fancy or selfishness or revenge or ambition, is sure 

to choose the earthly habitation that is most likely, out of all possible of selection, to 

give a Karma for the real advantage in the end. In this light then, even the lazy, indif-

ferent life of one born rich as well as that of one born low and wicked is right. 

Struggle is needed for gaining strength; buffeting hard times, for 

gaining depth; meagre opportunities, for acquiring fortitude; pov-

erty, for breeding generosity of spirit. 

When we, from this plane, inquire into the matter, we see that the “advantages” 

which one would seek were he looking for the strengthening of character, the unloos-

ing of soul force and energy, would be called by the selfish and personal world “dis-

advantages.” Struggle is needed for the gaining of strength; buffeting adverse eras is 

for the gaining of depth; meagre opportunities may be used for acquiring fortitude; 

poverty should breed generosity. 

The middle ground in all this, and not the extreme, is what we speak of. To be born 

with the disadvantage of drunken, diseased parents, in the criminal portion of the 

                                            
1
 [Consult “Higher Manas and Lower Manas” and “Higher Self and Higher Ego,” in our Confusing Words Series. 

— ED. PHIL.] 
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community, is a punishment which constitutes a wait on the road of evolution. It is a 

necessity generally because the Ego has drawn about itself in a former life some 

tendencies which can not be eliminated in any other way. But we should not forget 

that sometimes, often in the grand total, a pure, powerful Ego incarnates in just 

such awful surroundings, remaining good and pure all the time, and staying there 

for the purpose of uplifting and helping others. 

But while poverty has no natural tendency to bring forth selfish-

ness, wealth requires it. 

But to be born in extreme poverty is not a disadvantage. Jesus said well when, re-

peating what many a sage had said before, he described the difficulty experienced by 

the rich man in entering heaven. If we look at life from the narrow point of view of 

those who say there is but one earth and after it either eternal heaven or hell, then 

poverty will be regarded as a great disadvantage and something to be avoided. But 

seeing that we have many lives to live, and that they will give us all needed oppor-

tunity for building up character, we must admit that poverty is not, in itself, neces-

sarily bad Karma. Poverty has no natural tendency to engender selfishness, but 

wealth requires it. 

A sojourn for everyone in a body born to all the pains, deprivations and miseries of 

modern poverty, is good and just. Inasmuch as the present state of civilization with 

all its horrors of poverty, of crime, of disease, of wrong relations almost everywhere, 

has grown out of the past, in which we were workers, it is just that we should experi-

ence it all at some point in our career. If some person who now pays no heed to the 

misery of men and women should next life be plunged into one of the slums of our 

cities for rebirth, it would imprint on the soul the [485] misery of such a situation. 

This would lead later on to compassion and care for others. For, unless we experi-

ence the effects of a state of life we cannot understand or appreciate it from a mere 

description. The personal part involved in this may not like it as a future prospect, 

but if the Ego decides
1
 that the next personality shall be there then all will be an ad-

vantage and not a disadvantage. 

The much sought-after advantages of the “good life,” in the sense 

of prosperity, comfort, and even luxury with few problems or 

worries, are impediments to spiritual growth and can only turn in-

to the ashes of passion. 

If we look at the field of operation in us of the so-called advantages of opportunity, 

money, travel and teachers, we see at once that it all has to do with the brain and 

nothing else. Languages, archaeology, music, satiating sight with beauty, eating the 

finest food, wearing the best clothes, traveling to many places and thus infinitely 

varying impressions on ear and eye; all these begin and end in the brain and not in 

the soul or character. As the brain is a portion of the unstable, fleeting body, the 

whole phantasmagoria disappears from view and use when the note of death sends 

                                            
1
 [Cf. “ . . . the Karmic effects of the past life must follow, for the man in his next birth must pick up the 

Skandhas or vibratory impressions that he left in the Astral Light, since nothing comes from nothing in Occult-
ism, and there must be a link between the lives. . . . Every elemental that is thrown out by man must return to 

him, sooner or later, since it is his own vibration. . . . They remain crystallized in the Astral Light, and are at-
tracted by affinity and galvanized back into life again, when their originator returns to earth-life.” From 
“Skandha, Shloka, Stanza, Sutra,” in our Confusing Words Series. — ED. PHIL.] 
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its awful vibration through the physical form and drives out the inhabitant. The 

wonderful central master-ganglion disintegrates, and nothing at all is left but some 

faint aromas here and there depending on the actual love within for any one pursuit 

or image or sensation. Nothing left of it all but a few tendencies — skandhas, not of 

the very best. The advantages then turn out in the end to be dis advantages altogeth-

er. But imagine the same brain and body not in places of ease, struggling for a good 

part of life, doing their duty and not in a position to please the senses; this experi-

ence will burn in, stamp upon, carve into the character, more energy, more power 

and more fortitude. It is thus through the ages that great characters are made. The 

other mode is the mode of the humdrum average which is nothing after all, as yet, 

but an animal. 

WILLIAM Q. JUDGE 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

Selections from our Down to Earth Series. 

 A BALANCED VIEW OF THE MOTIVES BEHIND DIETARY PREFERENCES 

 A DABBLER IN OCCULTISM EXPOSED 

 A DIRE PROPHECY ABOUT EGYPT 

 A RICH LIFE, WITHOUT THE TRAPPINGS OF MAMMON 

 ALLOPATHS PERSECUTING HOMEOPATHS 

 AMAZING STORIES, DISCOUNTED BY THE SCIENTIST AND THE RELIGIOUS BIGOT 

 ARYAN MUSIC 

 BLAVATSKY ON HOW TO EDUCATE CHILDREN 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE MATERIALISM OF TODAY 

 BORN ATHEIST, BURIED CHRISTIAN 

 BROTHERHOOD RANKS ABOVE MEDITATION 

 CAN EATING ANIMAL FLESH EVER BE ETHICAL 

 CHESTERFIELD’S CHOICE THOUGHTS TO HIS SON 

 CHILDREN TRAINING THEMSELVES FOR MURDER 

 CICERO'S TUSCULAN DISPUTATIONS - TR. YONGE 

 CIVILIZATION, THE DEATH OF ART AND BEAUTY 

 COCK, A VERY OCCULT BIRD 

 COMPETITION RAGES MOST FIERCELY IN CHRISTIAN LANDS 

 CRUELTY IN THE BIRCH GROVE 

 DAZZLED GLIMPSES INTO THE ASTRAL LIGHT 

 EARTHQUAKES ARE THE OUTCOME OF SINS COMMITTED BY MEN 

 ENGLISH NEWSPAPER SLANDERS RUSSIAN LADY 

 EVERYONE AND EVERYTHING IS INTERRELATED 

 FLESH-EATING AMONG BUDDHIST MONKS 

 FOUL CONSPIRACIES AND BLATANT LIES LEVELLED AGAINST MADAME BLAVATSKY 

 GORDON ON FAME, THAT COY GODDESS 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


DOWN TO EARTH SERIES 

SUGGESTED READING FOR STUDENTS 

Poverty breeds generosity, wealth greed and selfishness v. 10.21, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 15 May 2023 

Page 7 of 9 

 GRS MEAD SHOWS HIS TRUE COLOURS 

 HIEROCLES EXALTS WEDLOCK 

 HOW A DEVIL’S IMP REDEEMED HIS LOAF 

 HOW TO CONDUCT OURSELVES TOWARDS OUR PARENTS 

 IDOLATRY AND ZOOLATRY 

 INSIGHTS TO EMOTION IN ART 

 JUDICIAL PROCESSES AND PUNISHMENT IN CLASSICAL INDIA 

 LÉVI ON THE TWO OPPOSING FORCES - TR. WAITE 

 LÉVI WARNS THE IMPUDENT - TR. WAITE 

 MEDITATION PROPER IS SPIRITUAL SEERSHIP 

 MIRACLES ARE NATURAL PHENOMENA 

 MODERN INDIA IS SPIRITUALLY DEGRADED 

 MUSINGS OF AN UNPOPULAR PHILOSOPHER 

 NARCISSISM AND ANIMAL SENSUALISM PERSONIFIED 

 OCCULT PROPHECIES 

 OCCULT TALES BY JUDGE 

 ONIONS WERE CONSIDERED TOO SACRED TO BE EATEN 

 OXFORD DON PROFANES VEDIC HYMN 

 PLUTARCH ON THE TRANQUILLITY OF THE MIND - TR. MORGAN 

 PLUTARCH ON WHETHER WATER OR LAND ANIMALS ARE THE MOST CRAFTY 

 PLUTARCH ON WHY EATING ANIMALS IS REPULSIVE - TR. BAXTER 

 PROMETHEUS, THE LIGHT-BRINGER, HURLED DOWN TO THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH 

 PYTHAGORAS' BAN OF BEANS 

 REFRAIN FROM THE MANIA OF CELEBRATING PERSONALITIES 

 RHOADES ON TRAINING THE IMAGINATION 

 RUSKIN'S SESAME AND LILIES 

 RUSSIAN VANDALISM OF PERSIAN ZOROASTRIANISM 

 SAPPHIRE BLUE, THE MOST ELECTRIC OF ALL COLOURS 

 SOCIAL ETHICS OF NINETEENTH CENTURY RUSSIA 

 SPECULATIVE LUCUBRATIONS OF AN ARISTOTELEAN PHILOSOPHER 

 SPIRITUAL RULES AND PROTREPTICS 

 TAYLOR'S VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF BRUTES 

 TERENCE ON LENIENCE 
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 THE BIRTHMARK BY NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE 

 THE FEAR OF NUMBER THIRTEEN 

 THE HOLLOW EARTH 

 THE JAPANESE SHOULD NOT BOW DOWN TO CHRISTIAN ETHICS 

 THE LEARNED TREE OF TIBET 

 THE OCCULT CAUSES OF EPIDEMIC DISEASES 

 THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL IS NEITHER RELIGIOUS NOR PHILOSOPHICAL 

 THE RUSSIAN MOTE AND THE BRITISH BEAM 

 THE SEWER OF DOGMATIC CREEDS AND BLIND FAITH 

 THE SPARKLE OF “LIGHT ON THE PATH” HAS BEEN DIMMED BY A DARK STAIN 

 THE SPIRIT OF LIFE ISSUES FROM THE EARTH’S NORTH POLE 

 THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL NEVER EXISTED 

 THE UNGRATEFUL MAN 

 THE VELVETEEN RABBIT 

 TRUTH IS EXILED FROM THE PRESS BECAUSE IT IS NOT AS BEGUILING AS FALSE-

HOOD 

 VIRGIL'S GEORGICS - TR. RHOADES 

 WESTERN RELIGION ALONE IS TO BLAME FOR THE CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 

 WHAT IS MUSIC BY RICE 

 WHEN THE DOORS OF THE WORLD CLOSED ON THEM 

 WHY DO ANIMALS SUFFER 

 WHY THE HOLLOW MEN PRIZE THEIR VICE 
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Other ethical injunctions by William Quan Judge. 

 JUDGE ON THE INNER CONSTITUTION OF MAN 

 JUDGE ON THE OCCULT NATURE OF MAN 

— in our Constitution of Man Series. 

 JUDGE ON THE GREATEST OCCULT TRUTHS 

 JUDGE ON THE UNIVERSAL APPLICATIONS OF DOCTRINE 

 JUDGE ON THE UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD 

— in our Living the Life Series. 

 JUDGE ON HUMANITY, THE GREAT ORPHAN 

— in our Mystic Verse and Insights Series. 

 JUDGE’S APHORISMS ON KARMA 

— in our Secret Doctrine’s Second Proposition Series. 

 JUDGE ON THE OCEAN OF THEOSOPHY 

 JUDGE ON THE SECRET DOCTRINE 

 JUDGE ON THEOSOPHICAL STUDY AND WORK 

 JUDGE REFLECTS ON THE TRUE THEOSOPHIST’S PATH 

— in our Theosophy and Theosophists Series. 
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