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In ancient times onions were 

considered too sacred to be eaten. 
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Why in ancient times onions were considered 
too sacred to be eaten? 

From Isaac Myer, LL. B., Member of the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia, and La 

Société Royale de Numismatique de Belgique. 

Qabbalah. The Philosophical Writings of Solomon Ben Yehudah Ibn Gebirol or Avicebron, and their 

connection with the Hebrew Qabbalah and Sepher ha-Zohar, with remarks upon the antiquity and 

content of the latter, and translations of selected passages from the same. Also, “An ancient Lodge of 

Initiates,” translated from the Zohar, and an abstract of an essay upon the Chinese Qabbalah con-

tained in the book called the Yih King, a translation of part of the mystic theology of Dionysios the Ar-

eopagite, and an account of the construction of the ancient Akkadian and Chaldean Universe, etc. Ac-

companied by diagrams and illustrations. 

Published by the Author in Philadelphia, 1888 (350 copies), and printed for the Author by MacCalla & 

Company, 237 and 239 Dock Street, Philadelphia. Reprinted in 1988 by Wizards Bookshelf, San Diego 

as part of their SECRET DOCTRINE REFERENCE SERIES, with an introductory review by H.P. Blavatsky, 

published in Lucifer, Vol. III (18), February 1889, pp. 505-12. See full text of the latter under the title 

“Blavatsky on the Qabbalah by Isaac Myer,” in our Blavatsky Speaks Series. 

This excerpt is from Appendix C., “Construction of the Akkadian, Chaldean, and Babylonian Universe,” 

p. 451. 

An idea of the Egyptians and Hebrews was that the universe was depicted by the lay-

ers of an onion; (The former considered in early times that vegetable as too sacred to 

be eaten.) The Mohammedans and Russians from the onion-shaped domes of their 

sacred buildings,
1
 seem to have a similar idea as to this vegetable.

2
 

 

Upon dissection, the human ovum is composed, like an onion, 

of concentric layers of flat cells. 

From The Secret Doctrine, II pp. 188-89; [quoting Isis Unveiled, I pp. 388-90]. 

What is the primitive shape of the future man? A grain, a corpuscle, say some physi-

ologists; a molecule, an ovum of the ovum, say others. If it could be analysed — by 

the microscope or otherwise — of what ought we to expect to find it composed? Ana-

logically, we should say, of a nucleus of inorganic matter, deposited from the circula-

tion at the germinating point, and united with a deposit of organic matter. In other 

words, this infinitesimal nucleus of the future man is composed of the same ele-

ments as a stone — of the same elements as the earth, which the man is destined to 

inhabit. Moses is cited by the Kabbalists as authority for the remark, that it required 

earth and water to make a living being, and thus it may be said that man first ap-

pears as a stone. 

                                            
1
 [Cf. the famous ornate domes of “The Church of the Saviour on Spilled Blood,” in St. Petersburg.] 

2
 Frontispiece: Red Onion, by Susannah Blaxill. 
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At the end of three or four weeks the ovum has assumed a plant-like appearance, 

one extremity having become spheroidal and the other tapering, like a carrot. Upon 

dissection it is found to be composed, like an onion, of very delicate laminæ or coats, 

enclosing a liquid.
1
 The laminæ approach each other at the lower end, and the em-

bryo hangs from the root of the umbilicus almost like the fruit from the bough. The 

stone has now become changed, by metempsychosis, into a plant. Then the embry-

onic creature begins to shoot out, from the inside outward, its limbs, and develops 

its features. The eyes are visible as two black dots; the ears, nose, and mouth form 

depressions, like the points of a pineapple, before they begin to project. The embryo 

develops into an animal-like fœtus — the shape of a tadpole — and, like an amphibi-

ous reptile, lives in water and develops from it. Its monad has not yet become either 

human or immortal, for the Kabbalists tells us that that only comes at the “fourth 

hour.” One by one the fœtus assumes the characteristics of the human being, the 

first flutter of the immortal breath passes through its being; he moves; nature opens 

the way for him; ushers him into the world; and the divine essence settles in the in-

fant frame, which it will inhabit until the moment of physical death, when man be-

comes a spirit. 

This mysterious process of a nine-months’ formation the Kabbalists call the comple-

tion of the “individual cycle of evolution.” As the fœtus develops from the liquor amnii 

in the womb, so the earths germinate in the universal ether, or astral fluid, in the 

womb of the Universe. These cosmic children, like their pigmy inhabitants, are at 

first nuclei; then ovules; then gradually mature; and becoming mothers in their turn, 

develop mineral, vegetable, animal, and human forms. From centre to circumference, 

from the imperceptible vesicle to the uttermost conceivable bounds of the cosmos, 

those glorious thinkers, the Kabbalists, trace cycle merging into cycle, containing 

and contained in an endless series. The embryo evolving in its prenatal sphere, the 

individual in his family, the family in the state, the state in mankind, the earth in 

our system, that system in its central universe, the universe in the Kosmos, and the 

Kosmos
2
 in the First Cause — the Boundless and Endless. 

So runs the philosophy of evolution. 

 

 

                                            
1
 [The retinal cells of the mouse are also structured concentrically, as so beautifully demonstrated in Figure 1. 

The eye lens cells of other mammals, and even fish, are similarly arranged. 

Other examples of onion-like structure of cells are the Pacinian corpuscles, one of four types of mechanorecep-
tors in the deeper layers of the human skin. See artist’s impression of these tactile receptors in Figure 2, and a 
histological section of two onion-like Pacinian corpuscles in Figure 3. These lamellar corpuscles are not only 
sensitive to sudden changes of vibration and pressure, they also help us distinguish between rough and smooth 

surfaces.] 

2
 [See “Kosmos and Cosmos,” in our Confusing Words Series. — ED. PHIL.] 
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However, the numbers and principles of the esoteric 

constitution of man do not go in regular sequence, 
like the skins of an onion. 

The lower Sephiroth are the seven physical planets. Our triple 

physical Sun, personified by the Upper Triad, is the Sephirothal 

Crown. 

From The True Colours of Man,
1
 pp. 51-52, quoting Blavatsky Collected Writings, (E.S. INSTRUCTION No. 

II) pp. 545-47. 

In the same way the right and left nostrils, into which is breathed the “Breath of 

Lives,”
2
 are here said to correspond with the Sun and Moon, as Brahmā-Prajāpati 

and Vāch, or Osiris and Isis, are the parents of the natural life. This Quaternary, viz., 

two eyes and two nostrils, Mercury and Venus, Sun and Moon, constitutes the Kab-

balistic Guardian Angels of the Four Corners of the Earth. It is the same in the East-

ern esoteric philosophy, which, however, adds that the Sun is not a planet, but the 

central star of our system, and the Moon a dead planet, from which all the principles 

are gone, both being substitutes, the one for an invisible intra-Mercurial planet, and 

the other for a planet which seems to have now altogether disappeared from view. 

The real Sephiroth are the Four Maharajas of the Secret Doctrine: 

Sun, Moon, Mercury, and Venus. 

These are the Four Mahārājas of The Secret Doctrine,
3
 the “Four Holy Ones” connect-

ed with Karma and Humanity, Kosmos and Man, in all their aspects. They are: the 

Sun, or its substitute Michael; Moon, or substitute Gabriel; Mercury, Raphael; and 

Venus, Uriel. It need hardly be said here again that the planetary bodies themselves, 

being only physical symbols, are not often referred to in the Esoteric System, but, as 

a rule, their cosmic, psychic, physical and spiritual forces are symbolized under 

these names. In short, it is the seven physical planets, which are the lower Sephīrōth 

of the Kabbalah and our triple physical Sun whose reflection only we see, which is 

symbolized, or rather personified, by the Upper Triad, or Sephīrōthal Crown. All this 

will be demonstrated.
4
 

Students should add to the exoteric enumeration of the order in 

Drawing 1 the secret one, as given in Diagram 2. 

Then, again, it will be well to point out that the numbers attached to the psychic 

principles in Diagram 1
5
 appear the reverse of those in Drawing 1. This, again, is be-

cause numbers in this connection are purely arbitrary, changing with every school. 

Some schools count three, some four, some six, and others seven, as do all the Bud-

                                            
1
 Hieronymus von Mansfeld (Comp. & Ed.). The True Colours of Man, Gwernymynydd: Philaletheians UK, 2015; 

v. 17.15.2022. This is our fifth Major Work. Diagram and tables excerpted on pages 6-8 below. — ED. PHIL. 

2
 Genesis ii, 7 

3
 Vol. I, p. 122 

4
 Meanwhile we point out for confirmation Origen’s works, who says that “the seven ruling daimōns” (genii or 

planetary rulers) are Michael, the Sun (the lion-like); the second in order, the Bull, Jupiter or Suriel, etc. [Con-
tra Celsum VI, § xxx] and all these, the “Seven of the Presence,” are the Sephīrōth. The Sephīrōthal Tree is the 

Tree of the Divine Planets as given by Porphyry, or Porphyry’s Tree, as it is usually called. 

5
 [The Divine Pedigree of Man, on page 6 below. — ED. PHIL.] 
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dhist Esotericists. In Drawing 1, the numbers of the principles disagree with the 

numbers used in Diagram 1,
1
 simply because the first are those hitherto used in the 

semi-exoteric teachings of Theosophy, for instance in Esoteric Buddhism. As said in 

The Secret Doctrine,
2
 since the fourteenth century the Esoteric School has been di-

vided into two departments, one for the inner Lanoos, or higher Chelas, the other for 

the outer circle, or lay Chelas. Mr. Sinnett was distinctly told in the letters he re-

ceived from one of the Gurus that he could not be taught the real Esoteric Doctrine 

given out only to the pledged Disciples of the Inner Circle. Therefore, it would per-

haps simplify matters if each student would add to the exoteric enumeration of the 

order in Drawing 1 the secret one as given in Diagram 2.
3
 But even that would re-

quire special study. The numbers and principles do not go in regular sequence, like 

the skins of an onion, but the student must work out for himself the number appro-

priate to each of his principles, when the time comes for him to enter upon practical 

study. The above will suggest to the student the necessity of knowing the principles 

by their names and their appropriate faculties apart from any system of enumera-

tion, or by association with their corresponding centres of action, colours, sounds, 

etc., until these become inseparable. 

 

 

 

 

 

Diagram and tables excerpted from “The True Colours of Man.” 

1 THE DIVINE PEDIGREE OF MAN. 

2 SEMI-EXOTERIC ORDER OF MAN’S SEVEN PRINCIPLES, AFTER A.P. SINNETT’S 

“ESOTERIC BUDDHISM.” 

3 THE HITHERTO SECRET CORRESPONDENCES OF DAYS, PLANETS, AND COLOURS. 

                                            
1
 [The Constitution of Man <semi-exoteric>, on page 7 below. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 Vol. I, p. 122 

3
 [Hitherto secret correspondences of days, planets, and colours, on page 8 below. — ED. PHIL.] 
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Semi-exoteric order of man’s seven principles, 
after A.P. Sinnett’s “Esoteric Buddhism.” 

From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (E.S. INSTRUCTION No. I) XII p. 529. 

In Drawing 1, we see that ĀTMAN is no “principle,” but stands separate from the Man, 

whose seven “principles” are represented as follows:
1
 

7 AURIC EGG, coloured Blue. 

6 BUDDHI, coloured Yellow. 

5 b The UPPER MANAS, represented as a triangle with its apex pointing upwards, 

coloured Indigo-Blue. 

5 a The LOWER MANAS, represented by a triangle with its apex pointing downwards, 

coloured Green. 

4 KĀMA, represented as a five-pointed star, with the “horns of evil” upwards, 

embracing the LOWER MANAS, coloured Blood-Red. 

3 LINGA-ŚARĪRA, coloured Violet as the vehicle of PRĀNA (Orange), and partaking 

of KĀMA (Red) and occasionally of the AURIC ENVELOPE (Blue). 

2 PRĀNA, Life, coloured Orange, the hue of the ascetic’s robes. 

1 STHŪLA- ŚARĪRA the Physical Body of Man, represented by the māyāvic contour 

of the large five-pointed star within the AURIC EGG. 

 

 

                                            
1
 [“Thus man functions on, and responds to, seven distinct yet correlated wave-lengths, each of which corre-

sponds to a specific plane or world of being while the One Cosmic Life-Consciousness, binding and permeating 
everything flows through all of them. . . . While man is built of ‘materials’ or ‘stuffs’ drawn from the Cosmic res-

ervoir, yet he is not a mere bundle of substances and energies merely gathered together. Man is an intimately 
correlated series of consciousness-centres, and these are termed Monads. The essential or supreme Spiritual-

Divine Monad is our ultimate source or root. It is continuously pouring forth streams of intelligence and life-
substance which produce by their interacting energies the various ‘knots’ or foci of consciousness that are its 
children-monads, as it were.” Note by Boris de Zirkoff, Editor of H.P. Blavatsky Collected Writings, Vol. XII (E.S. 
INSTRUCTION No. I) pp. 530-31.] 
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Number 1 Metal Planet Human Principle 2
 Day of the Week Colour 

Sound 3
 

Sanskrit Italian 

 
And Number 10.4 

Physical Man’s Keynote 
Iron 

Mars E 
The Planet of Generation 

Kama-Rupa 
The vehicle or seat of the 

animal instincts and passions 

Tuesday 
Dies Martis, or Tiw 

Red Sa Do 

 
Life Spiritual and Life Physical 

Gold 

The Sun A 
The Giver of life physically. 

Spiritually and esoterically, the 
substitute for the inter-Mercurial 

Planet, a sacred and secret 
Planet with the ancients. 

Prana, or Jiva 
Life 

Sunday 
Dies Solis, or Sun 

Orange Ri Re 

 
Buddhi is between Atman 

and Manas, and one with the 
seventh, or Auric Envelope, 

the Devachanic Triad. 

Mercury 
Mixes with Sulphur, as Buddhi is 
mixed with the Flame of Spirit. 
(See alchemical definitions) 

Mercury C 
The Messenger and 

the Interpreter of the Gods. 

Buddhi 
Spiritual Soul, or Atmic Ray; 

vehicle of Atman. 

Wednesday 
Dies Mercurii, or Woden. Day 
of Buddha in the South, and 

of Woden in the North, 
Gods of Wisdom. 

Yellow Ga Mi 

 
The middle principle, between the 
purely material and purely spiritual 

triads. The conscious part 
of the animal man. 

Lead Saturn G 
Kama-Manas 

The Lower Mind, or Animal Soul 
Saturday 

Dies Saturni, or Saturn 
Green Ma Fa 

 Tin Jupiter F 
Auric Envelope 

[Atmic Aura] 
Thursday 

Dies Jovis, or Thor 
Blue Pa Sol 

 
Copper 

When alloyed becomes 
Bronze, the dual principle. 

Venus D 
The Morning and the Evening Star 

Manas 
The Higher Mind, or Human Soul 

Friday 
Dies Veneris, or Frige 

Indigo Da La 

 
Contains in itself the reflection 

of the Septenary Man 
Silver 

The Moon B 
The Parent of the Earth 

Linga-Sharira 
The Astral Double of Man 

The Parent of the Physical Man 

Monday 
Dies Lunæ, or Moon 

Violet Ni Si 

                                            
1
 Atman is no Number, and correspond to no visible Planet, for it proceeds from the [Central] Spiritual 

Sun; nor does it bear any relation either to Sound, Colour, or the rest, for it includes them all. 

2
 As the Human Principles have no Numbers per se, but only correspond to Numbers, Sounds, Colours, 

etc., they are not enumerated here in the order used for exoteric purposes. 

3
 Musical scale gamut. 

4
 These correspondences are from the Objective, Terrestrial Plane. 
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Illustrations 

 

Figure 1. Concentric rings of many different cell types form the retina of a mouse.
1
 

 

 

                                            
1
 “The incredible complexity of a mammalian eye (in this case from a mouse) is captured here. Each colour rep-

resents a different type of cell. In total, there are nearly seventy different cell types, including the retina’s many 
rings and the peach-coloured muscle cells clustered on the left.” Courtesy of Bryan William Jones and Robert E. 
Marc, University of Utah, USA. 
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Figure 2. Four types of tactile receptors in the deeper layers of the human skin 

 

 

 

Figure 3. Histological section of two Pacinian corpuscles 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

Selections from our Down to Earth Series. 

 A BALANCED VIEW OF THE MOTIVES BEHIND DIETARY PREFERENCES 

 A DABBLER IN OCCULTISM EXPOSED 

 A DIRE PROPHECY ABOUT EGYPT 

 A RICH LIFE, WITHOUT THE TRAPPINGS OF MAMMON 

 ALLOPATHS PERSECUTING HOMEOPATHS 

 AMAZING STORIES, DISCOUNTED BY THE SCIENTIST AND THE RELIGIOUS BIGOT 

 ARYAN MUSIC 

 BLAVATSKY ON HOW TO EDUCATE CHILDREN 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE MATERIALISM OF TODAY 

 BORN ATHEIST, BURIED CHRISTIAN 

 BROTHERHOOD RANKS ABOVE MEDITATION 

 CAN EATING ANIMAL FLESH EVER BE ETHICAL 

 CHESTERFIELD’S CHOICE THOUGHTS TO HIS SON 

 CHILDREN TRAINING THEMSELVES FOR MURDER 

 CICERO'S TUSCULAN DISPUTATIONS - TR. YONGE 

 CIVILIZATION, THE DEATH OF ART AND BEAUTY 

 COCK, A VERY OCCULT BIRD 

 COMPETITION RAGES MOST FIERCELY IN CHRISTIAN LANDS 

 CRUELTY IN THE BIRCH GROVE 

 DAZZLED GLIMPSES INTO THE ASTRAL LIGHT 

 EARTHQUAKES ARE THE OUTCOME OF SINS COMMITTED BY MEN 

 ENGLISH NEWSPAPER SLANDERS RUSSIAN LADY 

 EVERYONE AND EVERYTHING IS INTERRELATED 

 FLESH-EATING AMONG BUDDHIST MONKS 

 FOUL CONSPIRACIES AND BLATANT LIES LEVELLED AGAINST MADAME BLAVATSKY 

 GORDON ON FAME, THAT COY GODDESS 
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 GRS MEAD SHOWS HIS TRUE COLOURS 

 HIEROCLES EXALTS WEDLOCK 

 HOW A DEVIL’S IMP REDEEMED HIS LOAF 

 HOW TO CONDUCT OURSELVES TOWARDS OUR PARENTS 

 IDOLATRY AND ZOOLATRY 

 INSIGHTS TO EMOTION IN ART 

 JUDICIAL PROCESSES AND PUNISHMENT IN CLASSICAL INDIA 

 LÉVI ON THE TWO OPPOSING FORCES - TR. WAITE 

 LÉVI WARNS THE IMPUDENT - TR. WAITE 

 MEDITATION PROPER IS SPIRITUAL SEERSHIP 

 MIRACLES ARE NATURAL PHENOMENA 

 MODERN INDIA IS SPIRITUALLY DEGRADED 

 MUSINGS OF AN UNPOPULAR PHILOSOPHER 

 NARCISSISM AND ANIMAL SENSUALISM PERSONIFIED 

 OCCULT PROPHECIES 

 OCCULT TALES BY JUDGE 

 OXFORD DON PROFANES VEDIC HYMN 

 PLUTARCH ON THE TRANQUILLITY OF THE MIND - TR. MORGAN 

 PLUTARCH ON WHETHER WATER OR LAND ANIMALS ARE THE MOST CRAFTY 

 PLUTARCH ON WHY EATING ANIMALS IS REPULSIVE - TR. BAXTER 

 POVERTY BREEDS GENEROSITY, WEALTH GREED AND SELFISHNESS 

 PROMETHEUS, THE LIGHT-BRINGER, HURLED DOWN TO THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH 

 PYTHAGORAS' BAN OF BEANS 

 REFRAIN FROM THE MANIA OF CELEBRATING PERSONALITIES 

 RHOADES ON TRAINING THE IMAGINATION 

 RUSKIN'S SESAME AND LILIES 

 RUSSIAN VANDALISM OF PERSIAN ZOROASTRIANISM 

 SAPPHIRE BLUE, THE MOST ELECTRIC OF ALL COLOURS 

 SOCIAL ETHICS OF NINETEENTH CENTURY RUSSIA 

 SPECULATIVE LUCUBRATIONS OF AN ARISTOTELEAN PHILOSOPHER 

 SPIRITUAL RULES AND PROTREPTICS 

 TAYLOR'S VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF BRUTES 

 TERENCE ON LENIENCE 
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 THE BIRTHMARK BY NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE 

 THE FEAR OF NUMBER THIRTEEN 

 THE HOLLOW EARTH 

 THE JAPANESE SHOULD NOT BOW DOWN TO CHRISTIAN ETHICS 

 THE LEARNED TREE OF TIBET 

 THE OCCULT CAUSES OF EPIDEMIC DISEASES 

 THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL IS NEITHER RELIGIOUS NOR PHILOSOPHICAL 

 THE RUSSIAN MOTE AND THE BRITISH BEAM 

 THE SEWER OF DOGMATIC CREEDS AND BLIND FAITH 

 THE SPARKLE OF “LIGHT ON THE PATH” HAS BEEN DIMMED BY A DARK STAIN 

 THE SPIRIT OF LIFE ISSUES FROM THE EARTH’S NORTH POLE 

 THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL NEVER EXISTED 

 THE UNGRATEFUL MAN 

 THE VELVETEEN RABBIT 

 TRUTH IS EXILED FROM THE PRESS BECAUSE IT IS NOT AS BEGUILING AS FALSE-

HOOD 

 VIRGIL'S GEORGICS - TR. RHOADES 

 WESTERN RELIGION ALONE IS TO BLAME FOR THE CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 

 WHAT IS MUSIC BY RICE 

 WHEN THE DOORS OF THE WORLD CLOSED ON THEM 

 WHY DO ANIMALS SUFFER 

 WHY THE HOLLOW MEN PRIZE THEIR VICE 
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