Page 1 of 6


http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/

As Spiritualists have degraded true Spirit, so have the
Hindus degraded Nature by their anthropomorphic con-
ceptions of it. Nature alone can incarnate the Spirit of
limitless contemplation.*

First published in The Theosophical Forum, May 1895 through February 1896, Questions 1 through 64, (New
Series). Republished in: Dara Eklund (Comp.). Echoes of the Orient: The Writings of William Quan Judge. 27 ed.
Pasadena: Theosophical University Press: Vol. II, 2009; QUESTION 9, pp. 371-72.2
If India is the birthplace of the Theosophical philosophy, and if the Hindus have
more natural capacities for occult knowledge than we, should we not accept
those of them who come here and offer themselves as our teachers rather than
waste time at Branch meetings in discussing questions concerning which we
really know but little?

Doubtless India is now the most ancient storehouse of Aryan philosophy which may
be called theosophical — but no one is able to say that it is the birthplace. Egypt
with its tremendous civilization, its philosophy and magic, is silent, and there is no
one to put forward its claim. Beyond question also, the Hindus of today have more
metaphysical acumen than we have. But the West is creeping up. And intellectual,
metaphysical gifts are not spiritual gifts. We have all the intellect we need, active and
latent. The Hindu of today is a talker, a hair-splitter, and when he has not been al-
tered by contact with Western culture he is superstitious. Such we do not want as
teachers. We will hail them as brothers and co-workers but not as our Magisters. But
those Hindus who come here are not teachers. They have come here for some per-
sonal purpose and they teach no more nor better than is found in our own theosoph-
ical literature: their yoga is but half or quarter yoga, because if they knew it they
would not teach a barbarian Westerner. What little yoga they teach is to be read at
large in our books and translations.

The craze for present-day India is an eminently foolish one. If one will calmly exam-
ine the facts he will find the nation as a whole superstitious to the last degree; the
few theosophists and Anglicised ones being but as a drop in the ocean. It is not a
united nation and cannot itself help the West. For centuries it has helped no one
outside itself. As a whole — there are grand exceptions — the Brahmans keep up the

1
[Mahatma Letter 31 (17); p. 238 in 3 Combined ed.]

2 [This magazine was distributed free of charge to members-at-large of the Theosophical Society in America,
who were invited to “send questions, answers to questions, opinions and notes upon Theosophical subjects.”
Usually they were handled by the editor, Alexander Fullerton, with the assistance of Mr. Judge. Though some of
the editor’s answers (signed Ans.) may have been by Judge, we include only those contributed under his own
name, initials, or pen-names. — DARA EKLUND, Compiler.]
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superstition and proud isolation. We have the words of Master K.H. — an Indian —
that India is spiritually degraded.® Fakirs and wonder-workers and hypnotizers do
not prove spirituality. It is the destiny of India to hold as a storehouse good things to
come out later; the West, as newest, youngest, and hence least degraded spiritually,
has to work and learn so as to help the East.

And the questioner speaking only of India seems to forget great Tibet and all Bud-
dhist countries. What of those? What of their ignorance and superstition? Is India to
be talked of alone, and all these others left out? It is time to call a halt, and for the-
osophists to broaden their conception of what and where the East is, and to stop
talking as if the sun in the morning shone only on India.

Y FURTE  fed TE AT W R R

3 [Cf. Mahatma Letter 31 (17); 34 Combined ed.]
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Suggested reading for students.

Pamlle(
Reading

Selections from our Down to Earth Series.

A BALANCED VIEW OF THE MOTIVES BEHIND DIETARY PREFERENCES
A DABBLER IN OCCULTISM EXPOSED

A DIRE PROPHECY ABOUT EGYPT

A RICH LIFE, WITHOUT THE TRAPPINGS OF MAMMON

ALLOPATHS PERSECUTING HOMEOPATHS

AMAZING STORIES, DISCOUNTED BY THE SCIENTIST AND THE RELIGIOUS BIGOT
ARYAN MUSIC

BLAVATSKY ON HOW TO EDUCATE CHILDREN

BLAVATSKY ON THE MATERIALISM OF TODAY

BORN ATHEIST, BURIED CHRISTIAN

BROTHERHOOD RANKS ABOVE MEDITATION

CAN EATING ANIMAL FLESH EVER BE ETHICAL

CHESTERFIELD’S CHOICE THOUGHTS TO HIS SON

CHILDREN TRAINING THEMSELVES FOR MURDER

CICERO'S TUSCULAN DISPUTATIONS - TR. YONGE

CIVILIZATION, THE DEATH OF ART AND BEAUTY

COCK, A VERY OCCULT BIRD

COMPETITION RAGES MOST FIERCELY IN CHRISTIAN LANDS

CRUELTY IN THE BIRCH GROVE

DAZZLED GLIMPSES INTO THE ASTRAL LIGHT

EARTHQUAKES ARE THE OUTCOME OF SINS COMMITTED BY MEN
ENGLISH NEWSPAPER SLANDERS RUSSIAN LADY

EVERYONE AND EVERYTHING IS INTERRELATED

FLESH-EATING AMONG BUDDHIST MONKS

FOUL CONSPIRACIES AND BLATANT LIES LEVELLED AGAINST MADAME BLAVATSKY

GORDON ON FAME, THAT COY GODDESS
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GRS MEAD SHOWS HIS TRUE COLOURS

HIEROCLES EXALTS WEDLOCK

HOW A DEVIL’S IMP REDEEMED HIS LOAF

HOW TO CONDUCT OURSELVES TOWARDS OUR PARENTS
IDOLATRY AND ZOOLATRY

INSIGHTS TO EMOTION IN ART

JUDICIAL PROCESSES AND PUNISHMENT IN CLASSICAL INDIA

LEVI ON THE TWO OPPOSING FORCES - TR. WAITE

LEVI WARNS THE IMPUDENT - TR. WAITE

MEDITATION PROPER IS SPIRITUAL SEERSHIP

MIRACLES ARE NATURAL PHENOMENA

MUSINGS OF AN UNPOPULAR PHILOSOPHER

NARCISSISM AND ANIMAL SENSUALISM PERSONIFIED

OCCULT PROPHECIES

OCCULT TALES BY JUDGE

ONIONS WERE CONSIDERED TOO SACRED TO BE EATEN

OXFORD DON PROFANES VEDIC HYMN

PLUTARCH ON THE TRANQUILLITY OF THE MIND - TR. MORGAN
PLUTARCH ON WHETHER WATER OR LAND ANIMALS ARE THE MOST CRAFTY
PLUTARCH ON WHY EATING ANIMALS IS REPULSIVE - TR. BAXTER
POVERTY BREEDS GENEROSITY, WEALTH GREED AND SELFISHNESS
PROMETHEUS, THE LIGHT-BRINGER, HURLED DOWN TO THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH
PYTHAGORAS' BAN OF BEANS

REFRAIN FROM THE MANIA OF CELEBRATING PERSONALITIES
RHOADES ON TRAINING THE IMAGINATION

RUSKIN'S SESAME AND LILIES

RUSSIAN VANDALISM OF PERSIAN ZOROASTRIANISM

SAPPHIRE BLUE, THE MOST ELECTRIC OF ALL COLOURS

SOCIAL ETHICS OF NINETEENTH CENTURY RUSSIA

SPECULATIVE LUCUBRATIONS OF AN ARISTOTELEAN PHILOSOPHER
SPIRITUAL RULES AND PROTREPTICS

TAYLOR'S VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF BRUTES

TERENCE ON LENIENCE
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THE BIRTHMARK BY NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

THE FEAR OF NUMBER THIRTEEN

THE HOLLOW EARTH

THE JAPANESE SHOULD NOT BOW DOWN TO CHRISTIAN ETHICS

THE LEARNED TREE OF TIBET

THE OCCULT CAUSES OF EPIDEMIC DISEASES

THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL IS NEITHER RELIGIOUS NOR PHILOSOPHICAL
THE RUSSIAN MOTE AND THE BRITISH BEAM

THE SEWER OF DOGMATIC CREEDS AND BLIND FAITH

THE SPARKLE OF “LIGHT ON THE PATH” HAS BEEN DIMMED BY A DARK STAIN
THE SPIRIT OF LIFE ISSUES FROM THE EARTH’S NORTH POLE

THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL NEVER EXISTED

THE UNGRATEFUL MAN

THE VELVETEEN RABBIT

TRUTH IS EXILED FROM THE PRESS BECAUSE IT IS NOT AS BEGUILING AS FALSE-
HOOD

VIRGIL'S GEORGICS - TR. RHOADES

WESTERN RELIGION ALONE IS TO BLAME FOR THE CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
WHAT IS MUSIC BY RICE

WHEN THE DOORS OF THE WORLD CLOSED ON THEM

WHY DO ANIMALS SUFFER

WHY THE HOLLOW MEN PRIZE THEIR VICE
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