Foul conspiracies and
tlatant lies levelled against

Foul conspiracies and blatant lies levelled against Madame Blavatsky v. 10.21, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 10 May 2023

Page 1 of 8


http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/

Three persons bearing the initial C,
Colense-Coues—Coulomb, had a malevolent influence
on Madame Blavatsky and the Theosophical Movement.

First published in The Light, London, Vol. IX (449), August 10%*,1889, pp. 383-84.
Republished in Blavatsky Collected Writings, (LETTER TO THE EDITOR OF “LIGHT”) XI pp. 387-89.

Sir,

If my humble signature appears in your Journal more often of late than may seem
advisable to you, the fault is really not mine, but your own. You cannot expect to fill
Light week after week with malicious and false statements about myself and find me
leaving them uncontradicted.

I do not object to any amount of even unfair criticism within the limits of fact and
truth, but I do not choose to submit to be lied about in every issue. To mention only
spiteful attacks. Really, if his false statements escape the law of libel (and
I am not so sure of it either), it is because in your country of paradoxes, a libel, to
become one, has to contain truth and fact, and because the more true it is, the more
it is held libellous.

»

“Colenso’s

Therefore it is hardly worthwhile to notice “Colenso’s” absurd interpretation of R.
Harte’s letter to Light, namely, that the Theosophical Society has thrown Koot-Hoomi
overboard and dethroned me (I was not aware of ever having been dethroned);1 nor
shall T dwell upon his other spiteful attacks, the old exploded slanders and false-
hoods of Madame Coulomb, her supporters and protectors — lay or clerical. The lat-
ter were disposed of long ago; the former — “Colenso’s” interpretation of Mr. Harte’s
letter — I leave [to] himself to answer. The idea of an acting editor of my own Journal,
founded by me, and of which Colonel Olcott [388] and myself are the sole proprietors,
declaring that our Society has thrown the Masters and myself overboard, and that,
too, in Light, is too gloriously absurd for anything! Mr. Harte is himself the pledged
servant of the Master. However much his letter may seem involved, there is not a
word in it which could possibly bear such an interpretation; and he, at any rate, is
too honourable a man to be capable of turning liar or traitor. I leave his own defence
to himself.

1
[See H.P. Blavatsky’s own “Correction,” immediately following the present Letter to the Editor. — Boris de

Zirkoff.]
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But where, in the name of wonder, has the veracious “Colenso” picked up this ex-
traordinary information about me?

And when Madame Coulomb tried to get Madame Blavatsky into the witness-
box by prosecuting General Morgan for libel, the flight of the Russian lady al-
most universally condemned her.

It is true that under the advice of the good Christian missionaries of Madras the wor-
thy Coulombs did attempt to prosecute General Morgan. But, whether because I was
then lying on what was supposed by all to be my death-bed, or for some other rea-
son, I, at any rate, have never received any summons to appear. Many were the gos-
sips circulated in those days, and this intention of the Coulombs was one of the
number. But to speak of my flight on account of this is an unmitigated lie, by whom-
soever first uttered. It is a widely known fact that I was sent to Europe by the order
of Mrs. (Dr.) Scharlieb, of Madras, who did not give me ten days more to live had I
remained in India, where the climate was killing me

Unable to stand, let alone to walk, I was carried from my sickbed in an invalid chair,
lowered into the boat, and then transferred in it to the steamer, like a bale of goods,
hardly conscious of what was going on. There are two living witnesses to this in Lon-
don, Mrs. (Dr.) Scharlieb, who saved my life at that time, and Mrs. Cooper-Oakley.

Had I been even as well in health as I am now (which is not saying much) I would not
have left India on any consideration; and if I did, it was because I was forced to go
away by Colonel Olcott and those who cared for my life.

What the Theosophical Society said or did at any time, I am not accountable for. Yet
every member of our Society [389] who knows me intimately (Mr. Sinnett for one), will
testify that, though penniless at that time (in 1885), as I am now, it is they, the
members, who have had to use every means and persuasion in their power during
the last four years to prevent me, in my great indignation, from seeking redress in
court for the foul conspiracy, and subsequently for the lies printed against me by my
enemies. There was a time when I believed in the perfect fairness and justice of the
law. But since then I have realized that the women who resort to such means can on-
ly be those who have no reputation or sense of dignity to lose, or such again as have
an eye to “damages” and “revenge.” If, therefore, I gave up the idea, it is not because I
have anything to fear from truth, but because I have everything to dread from lies;
prosecuting an enemy, moreover, being very untheosophical.

The proof of the above lies in the fact that, having been libelled hundreds of times in
various papers, I have hitherto preferred to ignore all such attacks, answering only
self-evident falsehoods. Those who know me will not believe fifty “Colensos”;' and
those who don’t have not waited for his malicious inventions to fib about me on their
own account, on the principle, I suppose, that no good can come out of Nazareth.

I close, consoling myself, like Sancho Panza,” with some of the wise proverbs of the
East. There is a Russian saying that:

1
[“Colenso” is a pseudonym of an inimical spiritualist.]

2 . . q
[Don Quixote’s squire in the novel Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes — a short, pot-bellied peasant whose
gross appetite, common sense, and vulgar wit serve as a foil to the mad idealism of his master.]
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Life is too short to notice every sneeze with a “God bless you,”
and a still wiser one in Persia informs us that:

Jackasses bray,1 and the wind carries the sound away.

H.P. BLAVATSKY

v vy
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A correction

To the Editor of Light
Sir,

By printing “dethroned” instead of “enthroned” in a sentence contained in my letter
of your last week’s issue, the meaning becomes ridiculous nonsense and places me
in an entirely false position.

The passage runs,

. it is hardly worth while to notice “Colenso’s” absurd interpretation of R.
Harte’s letter to Light, namely, that the Theosophical Society has thrown Koot-
Hoomi overboard and dethroned me (I was not aware or ever having been de-
throned).

I wrote, however, “I was not aware of ever having been enthroned,” which gives quite
a different meaning. I hope you will give publicity to this correction and remove the
very false impression caused by this unfortunate error.

H.P. BLAVATSKY

Y EURETN LS TR W VEETIAN

1
[The shared basis and exchangeability of vice and virtue can often be noticed in antithetic homonyms that are
pendular movements of the action indicated by the shared root verb. For example:

“To bless and to curse have the same radical sense, which is, to send or pour out words, to drive or to
strain out the voice, precisely as in the Latin appello, from pello, whence peal, as of thunder or of a bell.
[And in Gr., too, where apa means prayer, vow; and conversely, curse, imprecation; cf. apaopat. Also cf.
Katape®, to pour out, to pour over duopnpiav, in Demetrius Phalereus: Demetrius on Style, 302. Epwvueg
say that apat is their own name yng urnai, in Aschylus: Eumenides, 417. Similarly, kalov kat Kaxkov,
good and bad, in Cratylus 416a-e. — ED. PHIL.] The two senses spring from the appropriation of loud
words to express particular acts. This depends on usage, like all other particular applications of one
general signification. The sense in Scripture is to utter words either in a good or bad sense; to bless, to
salute; or to rail, to scold, to reproach; and this very word is probably the root of reproach, as it certainly
is of the Latin precor, used, like the Shemitic word, in both senses, praying and cursing, or deprecating.
(“Improbus urget iratis precibus,” Horace) It is also the same word as the English pray, It. pregare, Lat.
precor, the same as preach, D. preeken, W. pregethu. To the same family belong the Gr. Bpaxw, Bpuxo,
Bpuxaopat, to bray, to roar, to low, Lat. rugio. Here we see that bray is the same word, applied to the
voice of the ass and to breaking in a mortar [pestillation], and both are radically the same word as
break.” Webster’s American Dictionary of the English Language (1844).

Now, if the pious bray, can asses pray? — ED. PHIL.|
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Suggested reading for students.

pavallel
reading

Selections from our Down to Earth Series.

A BALANCED VIEW OF THE MOTIVES BEHIND DIETARY PREFERENCES
A DABBLER IN OCCULTISM EXPOSED

A DIRE PROPHECY ABOUT EGYPT

A RICH LIFE, WITHOUT THE TRAPPINGS OF MAMMON

ALLOPATHS PERSECUTING HOMEOPATHS

AMAZING STORIES, DISCOUNTED BY THE SCIENTIST AND THE RELIGIOUS BIGOT
ARYAN MUSIC

BLAVATSKY ON HOW TO EDUCATE CHILDREN

BLAVATSKY ON THE MATERIALISM OF TODAY

BORN ATHEIST, BURIED CHRISTIAN

BROTHERHOOD RANKS ABOVE MEDITATION

CAN EATING ANIMAL FLESH EVER BE ETHICAL

CHESTERFIELD’S CHOICE THOUGHTS TO HIS SON

CHILDREN TRAINING THEMSELVES FOR MURDER

CICERO'S TUSCULAN DISPUTATIONS - TR. YONGE

CIVILIZATION, THE DEATH OF ART AND BEAUTY

COCK, A VERY OCCULT BIRD

COMPETITION RAGES MOST FIERCELY IN CHRISTIAN LANDS
CRUELTY IN THE BIRCH GROVE

DAZZLED GLIMPSES INTO THE ASTRAL LIGHT

EARTHQUAKES ARE THE OUTCOME OF SINS COMMITTED BY MEN
ENGLISH NEWSPAPER SLANDERS RUSSIAN LADY

EVERYONE AND EVERYTHING IS INTERRELATED

FLESH-EATING AMONG BUDDHIST MONKS

GORDON ON FAME, THAT COY GODDESS

GRS MEAD SHOWS HIS TRUE COLOURS
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HIEROCLES EXALTS WEDLOCK

HOW A DEVIL’S IMP REDEEMED HIS LOAF

HOW TO CONDUCT OURSELVES TOWARDS OUR PARENTS
IDOLATRY AND ZOOLATRY

INSIGHTS TO EMOTION IN ART

JUDICIAL PROCESSES AND PUNISHMENT IN CLASSICAL INDIA

LEVI ON THE TWO OPPOSING FORCES - TR. WAITE

LEVI WARNS THE IMPUDENT - TR. WAITE

MEDITATION PROPER IS SPIRITUAL SEERSHIP

MIRACLES ARE NATURAL PHENOMENA

MODERN INDIA IS SPIRITUALLY DEGRADED

MUSINGS OF AN UNPOPULAR PHILOSOPHER

NARCISSISM AND ANIMAL SENSUALISM PERSONIFIED

OCCULT PROPHECIES

OCCULT TALES BY JUDGE

ONIONS WERE CONSIDERED TOO SACRED TO BE EATEN

OXFORD DON PROFANES VEDIC HYMN

PLUTARCH ON THE TRANQUILLITY OF THE MIND - TR. MORGAN
PLUTARCH ON WHETHER WATER OR LAND ANIMALS ARE THE MOST CRAFTY
PLUTARCH ON WHY EATING ANIMALS IS REPULSIVE - TR. BAXTER
POVERTY BREEDS GENEROSITY, WEALTH GREED AND SELFISHNESS
PROMETHEUS, THE LIGHT-BRINGER, HURLED DOWN TO THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH
PYTHAGORAS' BAN OF BEANS

REFRAIN FROM THE MANIA OF CELEBRATING PERSONALITIES
RHOADES ON TRAINING THE IMAGINATION

RUSKIN'S SESAME AND LILIES

RUSSIAN VANDALISM OF PERSIAN ZOROASTRIANISM

SAPPHIRE BLUE, THE MOST ELECTRIC OF ALL COLOURS

SIXTEEN CAUTIONS IN PARAGRAPHS BY JUDGE

SOCIAL ETHICS OF NINETEENTH CENTURY RUSSIA

SPECULATIVE LUCUBRATIONS OF AN ARISTOTELEAN PHILOSOPHER
SPIRITUAL RULES AND PROTREPTICS

TAYLOR'S VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF BRUTES
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TEN INJUNCTIONS FOR THEOSOPHISTS BY JUDGE

TERENCE ON LENIENCE

THE BIRTHMARK BY NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

THE FEAR OF NUMBER THIRTEEN

THE HOLLOW EARTH

THE JAPANESE SHOULD NOT BOW DOWN TO CHRISTIAN ETHICS

THE LEARNED TREE OF TIBET

THE OCCULT CAUSES OF EPIDEMIC DISEASES

THE PERNICIOUS INFLUENCE OF THE MOON

THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL IS NEITHER RELIGIOUS NOR PHILOSOPHICAL
THE RUSSIAN MOTE AND THE BRITISH BEAM

THE SEWER OF DOGMATIC CREEDS AND BLIND FAITH

THE SPARKLE OF “LIGHT ON THE PATH” HAS BEEN DIMMED BY A DARK STAIN
THE SPIRIT OF LIFE ISSUES FROM THE EARTH’S NORTH POLE

THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL NEVER EXISTED

THE UNGRATEFUL MAN

THE VELVETEEN RABBIT

TRUTH IS EXILED FROM THE PRESS BECAUSE IT IS NOT AS BEGUILING AS FALSE-
HOOD

VIRGIL'S GEORGICS - TR. RHOADES

WESTERN RELIGION ALONE IS TO BLAME FOR THE CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
WHAT IS MUSIC BY RICE

WHEN THE DOORS OF THE WORLD CLOSED ON THEM

WHY DO ANIMALS SUFFER

WHY THE HOLLOW MEN PRIZE THEIR VICE
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Further
ReadiV\Q

e BLAVATSKY CUTS DOWN TO SIZE A CARPING CRITIC OF HETERODOXY

e BLAVATSKY ON THE KNIGHTED OXFORD SANSKRITIST WHO COULD SPEAK
NO SANSKRIT

e OPEN LETTER TO THE AMERICAN SECTION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

— in our Blavatsky Speaks Series.
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