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Perisprit is the potential of the worldly man.1 

First published in La Revue Spirite, Paris, April 1878. Translation of the foregoing original French text 

republished in Blavatsky Collected Writings, (FRAGMENTS FROM MADAME BLAVATSKY) I pp. 365-68. 

HE SAXON SPIRITUALISTS ARE RATHER CONFUSED between the spirit and 

the périsprit. Perhaps they do not distinguish the one from the other, de-

scribing the first by the word soul, the second by spirit. Theosophists do the 

opposite; for them the spirit proper is Nous, the spirit. The périsprit or Psychē, is the 

soul. 

Theosophists accept no dogmas, i.e., preconceived ideas or principles, to which eve-

rything must be subordinated. They seek truth with wisdom and in good faith, and 

are willing to accept it from whatever source, even at the cost of the sacrifice of what 

they have hitherto accepted. Whatever they may teach at the present moment, they 

are far from thinking that they have settled everything. Such a claim would be that of 

omniscience; it would he ridiculous. On the day when a new Oedipus shall have 

found the complete solution of that riddle of the ages: “What is man?” on that day 

the ancient and modern doctrines, the approximations of the Spiritualists them-

selves, will, like the ancient Sphinx, be flung into the ocean of oblivion.
2
 

Theosophists, like the ancient philosophers and their pupil Paul, who said that the 

physical body was penetrated and kept alive by the périsprit, Psychē, consider man 

as a trinity: body, périsprit, spirit. 

The Buddhists, who distinguish these three entities, divide the périsprit still further 

into several parts. Nevertheless, on the point of approaching perfection — Nirvāna — 

they hardly admit more than one of these parts: the Spirit. 

  

                                            
1
 [The former is Plato’s λογον; the latter, Plato’s αλογον. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 [Cf. “Oedipus and Sphinx unriddled,” in the same series. — ED. PHIL.] 
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The Greeks did the same, dividing the périsprit into life and the passional nature, or 

Thumos. The périsprit is thus itself a combination: 

The physiological vitality, Bios; 

The concupiscible nature, Epithumia; and 

The ideality, Phren. 

The périsprit is constituted of the ethereal substance that fills the universe, hence it 

is derived from the cosmic astral fluid, which is not spirit at all, because although 

intangible, impalpable, this astral fluid is objective matter as compared with spirit. 

Owing to its complex nature, the périsprit can ally itself intimately enough with the 

corporeal nature, to escape the moral influence of a higher life. In the same way it 

can unite closely enough with the spirit to partake of its potency, in which case its 

vehicle, the physical man, can appear as a God, even during his terrestrial lifetime. If 

such a union, of the spirit and the périsprit, does not take place, a man does not be-

come immortal as an entity: the périsprit is sooner or later dissociated. 

Plutarch says that at death, Proserpine separates the body from the soul (périsprit), 

after which the latter becomes a genius or Daimōn, free and independent. A second 

dissolution has to occur, under the action of The Good. Demeter separates the péris-

prit from the spirit. The first in time is resolved into ethereal particles; the second 

ascends, assimilates with the divine powers, and gradually becomes a pure divine 

spirit. 

Kapila, like all the Oriental philosophers, made little of the périsprital nature. It is 

this agglomeration of gross particles, of human emanations teeming with imperfec-

tions, weaknesses, passions, the very human appetites, able, under certain condi-

tions, to become objective, that the Buddhists call Skandhas, groups, the Theoso-

phists, soul, Allan Kardec, the périsprit. 

The Brāhmanas and the Buddhists say that the human individuality is not secure so 

long as man has not left behind with the last of these groups, the remaining vestige 

of terrestrial colouring. Hence their doctrine of metempsychosis, so much ridiculed 

but so little understood by our Orientalists themselves. Science teaches, indeed, that 

the material molecules that compose the physical body of man are, by the process of 

evolution, replaced by Nature into lower physical forms. Well, the Buddhists say the 

very same in regard to the particles of the astral body; they assert that the semi-

material groups of the périsprit are appropriated to the evolution of lower astral 

forms and unite with them according to their degree of refinement. Consequently, so 

long as a discarnate man contains a single particle of these skandhas, some parts of 

his périsprit will have to enter the astral bodies of plants or animals. So if the astral 

man is composed of such material that Demeter cannot find a particle of spirit, the 

individual is dissolved, bit by bit, in the crucible of evolution. This is what the Hin-

dus typify by a period of a thousand years spent in the impure bodies of animals. 

Theosophists are in essential agreement with this idea.
1
 

                                            
1
 [Cf. “Transmigration, Reincarnation, Gilgulim,” in our Confusing Words Series. — ED. PHIL.] 
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To Theosophists, the great characters, the geniuses, the poets, the true artists, are 

spiritually inspired, and are not — at least in general — simply mediums, passive 

instruments in the hands of their guides. They are, on the contrary, souls (périsprits) 

richly illuminated, i.e., possessing the spiritual element in a high degree, and there-

fore able to collaborate with pure Spirits for the spiritualization and elevation of 

mankind. 

In what relates to the phenomena of the périsprit and of mediumship, we believe that 

the purely passive medium cannot discern good spirits from bad, that to do so he 

must become a conscious mediator. We also know that though the incarnated man, 

even if a high adept, cannot compete in power with pure Spirits, who, being liberated 

from their skandhas have become subjective to the physical senses, they can at least 

equal and even surpass in the matter of phenomenalism what is produced by ordi-

nary mediums. 

Can a child, i.e., a not completely developed man, who passes into the other world, 

exist there in the conditions prepared for the perfected types of his species, any more 

than a plant or an animal? 

The child does not yet possess a spirit, so to speak; he is merely a soul, and his edu-

cation has only affected his astral nature, has only dealt with externals. 

The cycle of man is not complete so long as he has not passed through terrestrial life. 

Not one stage of trial or experience can be skipped; he must have been a man before 

he reaches the state of pure Spirit. 

A dead child then is a failure of nature; it must be born again; the same périsprit 

must in such a case pass through the interrupted trial by means of another birth. 

The same for the congenital idiot. These are the only cases of human reincarnation. 

If the child, indeed, who is only a duality, were immortal, why not the animals also? 

The triad alone survives. 

At death, the périsprit becomes the outermost body; within it is formed a more ethe-

real body, and the whole is more or less overshadowed by the Spirit. 

The Elementaries of the human body are, however, not always dissociated at bodily 

death; it may happen that by a supreme effort they are able to retain some of the 

third element, and in that way, slowly and with trouble, to ascend from sphere to 

sphere, throwing off at each step the heavier garment, and becoming clothed in more 

radiant vestures; finally arriving at perfection, disencumbered of every material par-

ticle, and becoming unities, Gods. 

We said that the man who has not one spark of the divine spirit to save him after 

death can scarcely he distinguished from the animals.
1
 

There are some sad cases of this kind, not alone among the depraved but also among 

the wilfully blind and the out-and-out deniers. It is, indeed, the will of man, his sov-

ereign power, that partly rules his destiny, and if a man persists in believing in anni-

                                            
1
 Cf. “Woe for the living dead” in the same series. — ED. PHIL.] 
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hilation after death, it will take place. The conditions of the physical life, the kind of 

death, very often depend on the will. 

There are some persons who merely by the force of their resolution, escape the em-

brace of death, while others yield to trifling maladies. Now, what a man can do with 

his body, he can also do with his astral body, i.e., with his discarnated périsprit. 

H.P. BLAVATSKY 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

On the soul of the spiritual man lit by its own light. 

Insights to our divine ancestry and human nature may be gleaned  

from the following titles in the same series: 

 A CONGENITAL PREPONDERANCE OF FIRE ELEMENTALS 

 ANCIENT BELIEFS IN THE IMMORTALITY OF SOUL 

 ANCIENT OPINIONS UPON PSYCHIC BODIES 

 APOLLONIUS COMFORTS A BEREAVED FATHER 

 ASTRAL BODIES OR DOPPELGÄNGERS 

 ATMAN IS A RAY FROM A SPARK OF UNCREATED RAY 

 BLAVATSKY ON AETHROBACY AND FAKIRS 

 BLAVATSKY ON OCCULT DEVELOPMENT 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE DUAL ASPECT OF WISDOM 

 BLAVATSKY ON THREE ESSAYS BY É. LÉVI 

 BLOOD IS THE FIRST INCARNATION OF UNIVERSAL FLUID 

 CHINESE BELIEFS ABOUT THE HUMAN SOUL 

 CICERO’S DREAM OF SCIPIO AND MACROBIUS’ COMMENT 

 CLASSIFICATION OF THE PRINCIPLES IN MAN 

 COMMON-MISCONCEPTIONS-OF-THEOSOPHICAL-DOCTRINES 

 CONCERNING THE DOCTRINES OF THE THEOSOPHISTS 

 CONSTITUTION OF MAN - DRAWING 

 CONSTITUTION OF MAN - ESOTERIC 

 CONSTITUTION OF MAN - OVERVIEW 

 COSMOS AND DEITY IN MAN - DRAWING 

 DAS' SCIENCE OF THE EMOTIONS (1908) 

 DEATH AND IMMORTALITY 

 DEATH AND POST-MORTEM STATES 

 DEATH HAS NO TERRORS 
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 DEVACHAN, DREAM REALM WHERE PURE SOULS ARE REWARDED 

 DREAMLESS SLEEP 

 ELIPHAS LEVI ON DEATH AND SATAN 

 EMOTIONS' TRIUNE NATURE 

 EVOLUTIONARY TRANSMIGRATION OF MATERIAL PARTICLES IN NATURE 

 FACING SEVEN VIRGINS IN THE HALL OF JUDGMENT 

 FROM THE STRONGHOLD OF YOUR SOUL, CHASE ALL YOUR FOES AWAY 

 HAIR IS THE RETAINER OF PRANA 

 IN DEEP SLEEP WE DREAM NO MORE AND CONFABULATE WITH THE STARS 

 IS SUICIDE A CRIME 

 JUDGE ON THE INNER CONSTITUTION OF MAN 

 JUDGE ON THE OCCULT NATURE OF MAN 

 LÉVI ON DEATH BEING THE BIRTH-PANG OF LIFE 

 LIFE IS AN INDESTRUCTIBLE UNIVERSAL FORCE 

 LOW BUFFOONERY AND MOCKING LAUGHS 

 LYMPH IS A MASQUE FOR NYMPH 

 NEED OF A SPIRITUAL VOCABULARY 

 NO NEED FOR EXPENSIVE FUNERALS 

 NOUS AUGOEIDES OF THE NEOPLATONISTS 

 NOUS MOVES MAN 

 OEDIPUS AND SPHINX UNRIDDLED 

 OSIRIS AND TYPHON, HIGHER TRIAD AND LOWER TETRAD 

 PLATO ON THE APPLE OF THE EYE 

 PLATO’S TWO HORSES 

 PLUTARCH COMFORTS APOLLONIUS 

 PLUTARCH COMPARING PASSIONS AND DISEASES – TR. WHITE 

 PLUTARCH ON BOASTED WISDOM, FORTITUDE, MAGNANIMITY, AND TEMPERANCE 

 PLUTARCH ON EXERCISES PROPER FOR A SCHOLAR 

 PLUTARCH ON PLATO’S PROCREATION OF THE SOUL 

 POST-MORTEM WANDERINGS OF THE WICKED SOUL 

 PREMATURE AND PHENOMENAL GROWTHS 

 PSYCHOLOGY LACKS ENTIRELY KNOWLEDGE OF THE SOUL 

 PSYCHOMETRY IS THE NATURAL BUT LATENT FACULTY IN US 
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 REAL DREAMS ARE ACTIONS OF THE TRUE SELF 

 RELEASING THE ASTRAL SOUL FROM ONE’S ASHES 

 SEPTENARY IS THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN 

 SIXTH SENSE IS REASON OVER INSTINCT 

 SPECULATIONS ABOUT REINCARNATION AND MATERIALIZED SPIRITS 

 SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS ARE OBJECTIVE COPIES FROM SUBJECTIVE IMAGES 

 SUBBA ROW ON KAMA-LOKA 

 SUBBA ROW ON THE SEVENFOLD PRINCIPLE IN MAN 

 SUBBA ROW ON THOUGHT TRANSFERENCE 

 SYNESIUS CONCERNING DREAMS 

 THE AQUILINE NOSE IS ROYAL AND NOBLE 

 THE DEVOTIONAL LOVE AND NOBLE ASPIRATIONS OF LOWER MANAS 

 THE ESOTERIC PHYSIOLOGY OF MAN 

 THE HEART IS THE ORGAN OF SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS 

 THE IMAGE-MAKING POWER 

 THE KARMIC EFFECTS OF INVASION, CIVILIZATION, AND VULGAR SPECULATION 

 THE LIFE PRINCIPLE 

 THE MOON REGULATES THE PRANA OF NATURE AND MAN 

 THE OCCULT INFLUENCE OF MAN'S ACTIVE WILL 

 THE PERISPIRIT OF ALLAN KARDEC 

 THE PROPHECY OF GENERAL YERMOLOV 

 THE SUTRATMAN OF THE UPANISHADS 

 THE TWO VOICES OF LORD TENNYSON 

 THE VOICE OF THE WILL IS THE ATOMIC POINT 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - MAN, THE JEWEL OF THE UNIVERSE 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - SEPTENARY ANTHROPOS 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE CYCLE OF LIFE 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE PATH OF ACTION 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE PATH OF RENUNCIATION 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE SUTRATMAN OF THE UPANISHADS 

 THREE CUBITS OF THE EAR, FOUR OF THE STALK 

 TIBETAN TEACHINGS ON AFTER-DEATH STATES 

 TROUBLES FROM UNDISSOLVED EX-DOUBLES 
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 TWO SPIRITS UNITED IN THE ELYSIAN FIELDS 

 WHEN INNER AND OUTER MAN ARE OFF-KILTER 

 WHEN THE GREEN IS OVERCOME WITH AZURE 

 WHEN THE SERPENT SLOUGHS OFF HIS SKIN 

 WHY SECLUDING WOMEN DURING THEIR MENSTRUAL PERIOD 

 WOE FOR THE LIVING DEAD 
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