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How the adept releases the astral soul
from the cremated remains.

From Isis Unveiled, 11 pp. 602-3.

N JAPAN AND SIAM there are two orders of priests, of which one are public,

and deals with the people, the other strictly private. The latter are never seen,;

their existence is known but to very few natives, never to foreigners. Their
powers are never displayed in public, nor ever at all except on rare occasions of the
utmost importance, at which times the ceremonies are performed in subterranean or
otherwise inaccessible temples, and in the presence of a chosen few whose heads an-
swer for their secrecy. Among such occasions are deaths in the Royal family, or those
of high dignitaries affiliated with the Order. One of the most weird and impressive
exhibitions of the power of these magicians is that of the withdrawal of the astral
soul from the cremated remains of human beings, a ceremony practiced likewise in
some of the most important lamaseries of Thibet and Mongolia.

In Siam, Japan, and Great Tartary, it is the custom to make medallions, statuettes,
and idols out of the ashes of cremated persons;1 they are mixed with water into a
paste, and after being moulded into the desired shape, are baked and then gilded.
The Lamasery of Ou-Tay, in the province of Shan-Si, Mongolia,2 is the most famous
for that work, and rich persons send the bones of their defunct relatives to be ground
and fashioned there. When the adept in magic proposes to facilitate the withdrawal
of the astral soul of the deceased, which otherwise they think might remain stupefied
for an indefinite period within the ashes, the following process is resorted to: The sa-
cred dust is placed in a heap upon a metallic plate, strongly magnetized, of the size

1

The Buddhist Kalmucks of the Astrakhan steppes are accustomed to make their idols out of the cremated
ashes of their princes and priests. A relative of the author* has in her collection several small pyramids com-
posed of the ashes of eminent Kalmucks and presented to her by the Prince Tumene himself in 1836.

*[Most likely Miss Nazyezhda Andreyevna de Fadeyev (1829-1919), sister of H.P. Blavatsky’s mother.
She was only two years older than Blavatsky and they engaged in quite an extensive correspondence
through the years. — Boris de Zirkoff.]

2 [It is most likely that H.P. Blavatsky has in mind the mountains known as Wutai Shan or Wu-t’ai Shan, in the
Northeast part of the Shansi province of China, close to the border of Inner Mongolia. They are situated at
about thirty miles Northeast of the town of Wutai, and their highest peak is 9,974 feet high. This region has
been considered sacred by the Mongolians, and the mountains contain many lamaseries frequented by pilgrims.
It is not clear what particular one of the lamaseries Madame Blavatsky has in mind. — Boris de Zirkoff.]
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CONSTITUTION OF MAN SERIES
RELEASING THE ASTRAL SOUL FROM THE ASHES

of a man’s body. The adept then slowly and gently fans it with the Talapat Nang,1 a
fan of a peculiar shape and inscribed with certain signs, muttering, at the same time,
a form of invocation. The ashes soon become, as it were, imbued with life, and gently
spread themselves out into a thin layer which assumes the outline of the body before
cremation. Then there gradually arises a sort of whitish vapour which after a time
forms into an erect column, and compacting itself, is finally transformed into the
“double,” or ethereal, astral counterpart of the dead, which in its turn dissolves away
into thin air, and disappears from mortal sight.2

t The sacred fan used by the chief priests instead of an umbrella.

2 See Vol. I, p. 476 of the present work.

Releasing the astral soul from one’s ashes v. 13.11, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 30 April 2023

Page 3 of 7


http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/

Suggested reading for students.

pavallel
reading

On the soul of the spiritual man lit by its own light.

Insights to our divine ancestry and human nature may be gleaned
from the following titles in the same series:

A CONGENITAL PREPONDERANCE OF FIRE ELEMENTALS
ANCIENT BELIEFS IN THE IMMORTALITY OF SOUL
ANCIENT OPINIONS UPON PSYCHIC BODIES

APOLLONIUS COMFORTS A BEREAVED FATHER

ASTRAL BODIES OR DOPPELGANGERS

ATMAN IS A RAY FROM A SPARK OF UNCREATED RAY
BLAVATSKY ON AETHROBACY AND FAKIRS

BLAVATSKY ON OCCULT DEVELOPMENT

BLAVATSKY ON THE DUAL ASPECT OF WISDOM
BLAVATSKY ON THREE ESSAYS BY E. LEVI

BLOOD IS THE FIRST INCARNATION OF UNIVERSAL FLUID
CHINESE BELIEFS ABOUT THE HUMAN SOUL

CICERO’S DREAM OF SCIPIO AND MACROBIUS’ COMMENT
CLASSIFICATION OF THE PRINCIPLES IN MAN
COMMON-MISCONCEPTIONS-OF-THEOSOPHICAL-DOCTRINES
CONCERNING THE DOCTRINES OF THE THEOSOPHISTS
CONSTITUTION OF MAN - DRAWING

CONSTITUTION OF MAN - ESOTERIC

CONSTITUTION OF MAN - OVERVIEW

COSMOS AND DEITY IN MAN - DRAWING

DAS' SCIENCE OF THE EMOTIONS (1908)

DEATH AND IMMORTALITY

DEATH AND POST-MORTEM STATES

DEATH HAS NO TERRORS
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DEVACHAN, DREAM REALM WHERE PURE SOULS ARE REWARDED
DREAMLESS SLEEP

ELIPHAS LEVI ON DEATH AND SATAN

EMOTIONS' TRIUNE NATURE

EVOLUTIONARY TRANSMIGRATION OF MATERIAL PARTICLES IN NATURE
FACING SEVEN VIRGINS IN THE HALL OF JUDGMENT

FROM THE STRONGHOLD OF YOUR SOUL, CHASE ALL YOUR FOES AWAY
HAIR IS THE RETAINER OF PRANA

IN DEEP SLEEP WE DREAM NO MORE AND CONFABULATE WITH THE STARS
IS SUICIDE A CRIME

JUDGE ON THE INNER CONSTITUTION OF MAN

JUDGE ON THE OCCULT NATURE OF MAN

LEVI ON DEATH BEING THE BIRTH-PANG OF LIFE

LIFE IS AN INDESTRUCTIBLE UNIVERSAL FORCE

LOW BUFFOONERY AND MOCKING LAUGHS

LYMPH IS A MASQUE FOR NYMPH

NEED OF A SPIRITUAL VOCABULARY

NO NEED FOR EXPENSIVE FUNERALS

NOUS AUGOEIDES OF THE NEOPLATONISTS

NOUS MOVES MAN

OEDIPUS AND SPHINX UNRIDDLED

OSIRIS AND TYPHON, HIGHER TRIAD AND LOWER TETRAD

PLATO ON THE APPLE OF THE EYE

PLATO’S TWO HORSES

PLUTARCH COMFORTS APOLLONIUS

PLUTARCH COMPARING PASSIONS AND DISEASES — TR. WHITE
PLUTARCH ON BOASTED WISDOM, FORTITUDE, MAGNANIMITY, AND TEMPERANCE
PLUTARCH ON EXERCISES PROPER FOR A SCHOLAR

PLUTARCH ON PLATO’S PROCREATION OF THE SOUL

POST-MORTEM WANDERINGS OF THE WICKED SOUL

PREMATURE AND PHENOMENAL GROWTHS

PSYCHOLOGY LACKS ENTIRELY KNOWLEDGE OF THE SOUL

PSYCHOMETRY IS THE NATURAL BUT LATENT FACULTY IN US

Page 5 of 7


http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/

REAL DREAMS ARE ACTIONS OF THE TRUE SELF

SEPTENARY IS THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN

SIXTH SENSE IS REASON OVER INSTINCT

SPECULATIONS ABOUT REINCARNATION AND MATERIALIZED SPIRITS
SPIRIT AND PERISPIRIT

SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS ARE OBJECTIVE COPIES FROM SUBJECTIVE IMAGES
SUBBA ROW ON KAMA-LOKA

SUBBA ROW ON THE SEVENFOLD PRINCIPLE IN MAN

SUBBA ROW ON THOUGHT TRANSFERENCE

SYNESIUS CONCERNING DREAMS

THE AQUILINE NOSE IS ROYAL AND NOBLE

THE DEVOTIONAL LOVE AND NOBLE ASPIRATIONS OF LOWER MANAS
THE ESOTERIC PHYSIOLOGY OF MAN

THE HEART IS THE ORGAN OF SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS

THE IMAGE-MAKING POWER

THE KARMIC EFFECTS OF INVASION, CIVILIZATION, AND VULGAR SPECULATION
THE LIFE PRINCIPLE

THE MOON REGULATES THE PRANA OF NATURE AND MAN

THE OCCULT INFLUENCE OF MAN'S ACTIVE WILL

THE PERISPIRIT OF ALLAN KARDEC

THE PROPHECY OF GENERAL YERMOLOV

THE SUTRATMAN OF THE UPANISHADS

THE TWO VOICES OF LORD TENNYSON

THE VOICE OF THE WILL IS THE ATOMIC POINT

THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - MAN, THE JEWEL OF THE UNIVERSE
THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - SEPTENARY ANTHROPOS

THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE CYCLE OF LIFE

THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE PATH OF ACTION

THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE PATH OF RENUNCIATION
THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS - THE SUTRATMAN OF THE UPANISHADS
THREE CUBITS OF THE EAR, FOUR OF THE STALK

TIBETAN TEACHINGS ON AFTER-DEATH STATES

TROUBLES FROM UNDISSOLVED EX-DOUBLES
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TWO SPIRITS UNITED IN THE ELYSIAN FIELDS

WHEN INNER AND OUTER MAN ARE OFF-KILTER

WHEN THE GREEN IS OVERCOME WITH AZURE

WHEN THE SERPENT SLOUGHS OFF HIS SKIN

WHY SECLUDING WOMEN DURING THEIR MENSTRUAL PERIOD

WOE FOR THE LIVING DEAD
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