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HREE SCIENTIFIC VIEWS are laid before us with regard to changes in thought 

by present-day philosophers: 

Postulate: “Every mental change is signalized by a molecular change in the 

brain substance.” To this: 

1 Materialism says: the mental changes are caused by the molecular changes. 

2 Spiritualism (believers in a soul): the molecular changes are caused by the 

mental changes. [Thought acts on the brain matter through the medium of Fo-

hat focussed through one of the principles.] 

3 Monism:
1
 there is no causal relation between the two sets of phenomena; the 

mental and the physical being the two sides of the same thing [a verbal eva-

sion]. 

To this occultism replies that the first view is out of court entirely. It would enquire 

of No. 2: And what is it that presides so judicially over the mental changes? What is 

the noumenon of those mental phenomena which make up the external conscious-

ness of the physical man? What is it which we recognize as the terrestrial “self” and 

which — monists and materialists notwithstanding — does control and regulate the 

flow of its own mental states? No occultist would for a moment deny that the materi-

alistic theory as to the relations of mind and brain is in its way expressive of the 

truth that the superficial brain-consciousness or “phenomenal self” is bound up for 

all practical purposes with the integrity of the cerebral matter. This brain-

consciousness or personality is mortal, being but a distorted reflection through a 

                                            
1
 Cf. “Monism is a word which admits of more than one interpretation. The ‘monism’ of Lewes, Bain and others, 

which endeavours so vainly to compress all mental and material phenomena into the unity of One Substance, is 
in no way the transcendental monism of esoteric philosophy. The current ‘Single-Substance Theory’ of mind 
and matter necessarily involves the doctrine of annihilation, and is hence untrue. Occultism, on the other 
hand, recognizes that in the ultimate analysis even the Logos and Mūlaprakriti are one; and that there is but 
One Reality behind the Māyā of the universe. But in the manvantaric circuit, in the realm of manifested being, 

the Logos (spirit), and Mūlaprakriti (matter or its noumenon), are the dual contrasted poles or bases of all phe-
nomena — subjective and objective. The duality of spirit and matter is a fact, so long as the Great Manvantara 
lasts. Beyond that looms the darkness of the ‘Great Unknown,’ the one Parabrahman.” Blavatsky Collected Writ-
ings, (PSYCHOLOGY, THE SCIENCE OF THE SOUL) VIII, p. 334 fn. 
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physical basis of the mānasic self. It is an instrument for harvesting experience for 

the Buddhi-Manas or monad, and saturating it with the aroma of consciously-

acquired experience. But for all that the “brain-self” is real while it lasts, and weaves 

its Karma as a responsible entity. Esoterically explained it is the consciousness in-

hering in that lower portion of the Manas which is correlated with the physical 

brain.
1
 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 Blavatsky Collected Writings, (PSYCHOLOGY, THE SCIENCE OF THE SOUL) VIII, pp. 339-40. [Frontispiece by 

Elloumi Mourad] 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

More commonly confusing words. 

 ADULTERY, LUST, MALICE 

 ADYTUM AND ASYLUM 

 AETHER AND ETHER 

 AGNOSTICISM, ATHEISM, MONISM 

 AION, ETERNITY, DURATION 

 APPREHENSION AND COMPREHENSION 

 ASTRAL LIGHT IS A TERM VERY LITTLE UNDERSTOOD 

 AURA AND MAGNETISM 

 BUDDHA AND PRINCE SIDDHARTHA BUDDHA 

 BUDHISM IS INNER WISDOM 

 CELIBACY, CONTINENCE, MONASTICISM 

 CHEMIST AND ALCHEMIST 

 CHILIASTS, MILLENNIUMISTS, MILLENARIANS 

 DARKNESS IS INNER LIGHT 

 DEVOTION, WORSHIP, LOYALTY 

 EMANATION AND RADIATION 

 EMBLEM AND SYMBOL 

 GRAIKOS, HELLENE, HELLAS 

 HIGHER SELF AND HIGHER EGO 

 IMAGINATION AND IMITATION 

 JIVA AND JIVATMAN 

 JNANA AND YAJNA 

 KAMIC VERSUS MANASIC ACTION 

 KARMA AND KRIYA 

 KARMA, NEMESIS, ADRASTEIA, THEMIS 

 KOSMOS AND COSMOS 
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 KRONOS AND CHRONOS 

 LAUGHTER, SMILES, TEARS 

 LIGHT AND HEAT 

 LUST, JEALOUSY, PHYSICAL LOVE 

 MAGNETISM, MESMERISM, HYPNOTISM 

 MUZIRIS, MNIZURIN, MNOUZIRIS 

 NIRVANA AND PARINIRVANA 

 PANTACLE AND PENTACLE 

 RAJA AND RISHI 

 REMEMBRANCE, RECOLLECTION, REMINISCENCE 

 SKANDHA, SHLOKA, STANZA, SUTRA 

 SPIRIT, SPIRITS, SPIRITUALISM 

 SPIRITUALISM IS A PHILOSOPHY OF YESTERDAY 

 SVABHAVA AND SVAYAMBHU 

 TELETE, MYESIS, EPOPTEIA 

 THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL OCCULTISM 

 THEOSOPHIST AND THEOSOPHER 

 TRANSMIGRATION, REINCARNATION, GILGULIM 

 TRIRATNA AND TRISHARANA 

 TRUE AND FALSE PERSONALITY 

 UNITY AND DUALITY 

 VACH IS NOT MERE SPEECH 

 VEDANTA, BUDDHISM, THEOSOPHY 

 VRIL AND BOVRIL 

 WILL AND DESIRE 

 YOGIS AND MAHATMAS 
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