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[It requires ages to become an adept.] A full-blown Adept or an 

INITIATE. There is a great difference between the two. An Adept is 

one versed in some and any special Art or Science. An “Initiate”  

is one who is initiated into the mysteries of the Esoteric or Oc-

cult philosophy — a Hierophant. 

— H.P. BLAVATSKY
1
 

The Initiates are sure to come in company with the gods. 

— SOCRATES in Plato’s Phædo, 60c 

First published in La Revue Théosophique, Paris, Vol. I, No. 2, April 21 1889, pp. 1-8. 

Translation of the foregoing original French text republished in Blavatsky Collected Writings, 

(A DANGER SIGNAL) XI pp. 178-85. 

In the first issue of La Revue Théosophique, at the beginning of the fine lecture of our 

Brother and colleague, the learned corresponding secretary of the Hermes Theosoph-

ical Society, we read in a note:
2
 

We term Initiate every seeker in possession of the elementary data of occult sci-

ence. It is necessary to be careful not to confuse this term with the term Adept, 

which stands for the highest degree to which an Initiate can attain. We have in 

Europe many Initiates, but I do not think there are any Adepts, like those of the 

Orient. 

Unfamiliar with the fine points of the French language, and not having at my elbow 

even an etymological dictionary, it is impossible for me to say whether this double 

definition is authorized in French, except in the terminology of Free-Masons. But in 

English, and according to the meaning sanctioned by usage among the Theosophists 

and the Occultists of India, these two terms have a meaning absolutely different from 

the one given to them by the author; I may say that the definition given by Monsieur 

Papus of the word Adept is one that applies to the word Initiate, and vice versa. 

I would never have thought of pointing out this error — in the eyes of Theosophists, 

at least — if it did not threaten, as far as I can see, to produce a most deplorable fu-

ture confusion in the minds of the subscribers to our Journal. 

Using — as I am doing myself — these two qualifying terms in a sense entirely oppo-

site to the one given to them by the Masons and Monsieur Papus, quid pro quos
3
 

which should be avoided at all costs are bound to arise. Let us understand each oth-

er first, if we want to be understood by our readers. 

                                            
1
 Blavatsky Collected Writings, (MISCELLANEOUS NOTES) XI p. 158 

2
 Note 2, p. 23 

3
 [a reciprocal exchange] 
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Let us agree upon a fixed and invariable definition of the terms which we use in The-

osophy, for otherwise, instead of orderliness and clarity, we would bring into the 

chaos of ideas held by the world of the profane nothing but greater confusion. 

Without knowing the reasons which have made our learned co-worker use the above-

mentioned terms as he has, I will limit myself by confronting the “Widow’s Sons” who 

are using them in a sense diametrically opposite to their real meaning. 

Everybody knows that the word “Adept” comes from the Latin Adeptus. This term is 

derived from two words: ad, “of,” and apisci, “to pursue” (āp in Sanskrit). 

An Adept is therefore an individual who is versed in some art or science, having ac-

quired it in one or another manner. It follows that this term can be applied just as 

well to an adept in astronomy, as to one in the art of making pâtés de foie gras. A 

shoemaker as well as a perfume-maker, the one versed in the art of making shoes, 

and the other in the art of chemistry, are both “adepts.” 

In the case of the term Initiate, it is different. Every Initiate must be an adept in oc-

cultism; he must become one before being initiated in the Greater Mysteries. But not 

every adept is always an Initiate. It is true that the Illuminati used the term Adeptus 

in speaking of themselves, but they did so in a general sense, as in the seventh de-

gree of the Order of the Rite of Zinnendorf. Thus again, one used the terms Adopta-

tus, Adeptus Coronatus in the seventh degree of the Swedish Rite; and Adeptus Ex-

emptus in the Seventh degree of the Rosy Cross. This was an innovation of the 

Middle Ages. None of the real Initiates of the Greater (or even the Lesser) Mysteries is 

called Adeptus in classical works, but rather Initiatus, in Latin, and Epoptes, 

εποπτης, in Greek. The Illuminati themselves gave the title of Initiates only to those 

among their brethren who were more learned than all the others in the mysteries of 

their Society. Only the less learned ones were Mystes and Adepts, seeing that they 

had yet been admitted but to the lower degrees. 

Let us now turn to the term “initiate.” 

It should be stated at the very outset that there is a great difference between the ver-

bal and the substantive form of the word. A professor initiates his student into the 

first elements of some science, a science in which that student can become an adept, 

in other words versed in his specialty. On the contrary, an adept in occultism is at 

first instructed in religious mysteries, after which, if he does not fail during the terri-

ble initiatory trials, he becomes an INITIATE. The best translators of the classics in-

variably render the Greek word εποπτης as “initiated into the Greater Mysteries”; as 

this term is synonymous with Hierophant, ιεροφαντης, “he who explains the sacred 

mysteries.” Initiatus with the Romans was equivalent to the term Mystagogos and 

both were exclusively reserved for the one who, in the Temple, initiated into the high-

est mysteries. It represented then, figuratively, the universal Creator. No one dared to 

pronounce this word before the profane. The place of the “Initiatus” was in the East, 

where he was seated, a golden globe hanging from his neck. Freemasons have tried 

to imitate the Hierophant-Initiatus in the person of their “Venerables” and the Grand-

Masters of their Lodges. 

But does the cloak make the monk? 
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It is to be regretted that they did not limit themselves to this one and sole profana-

tion. 

The French (and English) substantive “initiation,” being derived from the Latin word 

initium, beginning, the Masons, with more respect for the dead letter which kills, 

than for the spirit which quickens, have applied the term “initiate” to all their neo-

phytes or candidates — to the beginners — in all the degrees of Masonry, the highest 

as well as the lowest. 

And yet, they knew better than anyone else that the term Initiatus belonged to the 5th 

and highest degree of the Order of the Templars; that the title of Initiate in the mys-

teries was the 21st degree of the Metropolitan chapter in France; and that the one of 

Initiate in the profound mysteries indicated the 62nd degree of the same chapter. 

Knowing all this, they nevertheless applied this sacred title, sanctified by its antiqui-

ty, to their mere candidates, youngsters among the “Widow’s Sons.” But just because 

the passion for innovations and modifications of various kinds made the Masons do 

things which an occultist of the Orient would consider a veritable sacrilege, is that a 

reason why Theosophists should accept their terminology? 

As far as we are concerned, disciples of the Masters of the Orient as we are, we have 

nothing to do with modern Masonry. The real secrets of symbolic Masonry are lost, 

as Ragon, by the way, proves very well. The keystone, the central stone of the arch 

built by the first royal dynasties of Initiates — ten times prehistoric — has been 

shaken loose since the closing of the latest mysteries. The task of destruction, or ra-

ther of strangulation and suffocation begun by the Cæsars, has finally been complet-

ed, in Europe, by the Fathers of the Church. Imported again, since those days, from 

the sanctuaries of the Far East, the sacred stone was cracked and finally broken into 

a thousand pieces. 

Upon whom shall we lay the blame for this crime? 

Is it upon the Freemasons, especially the Templars, persecuted, assassinated, vio-

lently despoiled of their annals and their written statutes? Is it upon the Church 

which, after appropriating to itself the dogma and rituals of primitive Masonry, was 

bent upon making its travestied rites pass for the only TRUTH, and decided to stifle 

the latter? 

Whichever it may be, it is no longer the Masons who have the whole truth, whether 

we cast the blame on Rome or the insect Shermah
1
 of Solomon’s famous temple, 

which modern Masonry claims as the basis and origin of the Order. 

For tens of thousands of years, the genealogical tree of the sacred Science which all 

races had in common, remained identical, as the temple of this science is ONE and is 

built on the unshakable rock of primeval truth. But the Masons of the last two cen-

turies have preferred to detach themselves from it. Once more, and this time in prac-

tice, rather than in theory, they shattered the cube, which then broke into twelve 

                                            
1
 According to a Jewish tradition, the stones which were used to build Solomon’s temple (an allegorical symbol 

taken literally and made into an actual edifice) were not chiselled or polished by human hands, but by a worm 
called Samis, created by God for this express purpose. These stones were miraculously transported to the loca-

tion where the temple was to be erected, and cemented afterwards by the angels who built Solomon’s temple. 
The Masons introduced the Worm Samis into their legendary history and call it the “insect Shermah.” 
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parts. They rejected the real stone for the false, and whatever they did with the for-

mer one — their corner-stone — it was not according to the spirit which quickens, 

but according to the dead letter which kills. 

Is it again the Worm Samis (alias “insect Shermah”) — whose traces on the rejected 

stone led the “builders of the Temple” into error — which gnawed at the same struc-

ture? What was done then, was done knowingly. The builders surely knew the sum 

total
1
 by heart, i.e., the thirteen lines of five faces. 

What does it matter? As for ourselves — faithful disciples of the Orient — we prefer, 

instead of all these stones, one that has nothing to do with any of the other mum-

meries of masonic degrees. 

We will keep to the eben Shetiyyah (which has a different name in Sanskrit), the per-

fect cube which, while containing the delta or triangle, replaces the name of the Kab-

balistic Tetragrammaton by the symbol of the incommunicable name. 

We willingly leave to the Masons their “insect,” hoping meanwhile for their sake that 

modern symbology, which advances with such rapid strides, does not discover the 

identity of the Worm Shermah-Samis with Hiram-Abif — which would be rather em-

barrassing. 

However, on second thought, this discovery would not be without its useful side, nor 

would it be without great charm. The idea of a worm being at the head of Masonic 

genealogy, and the Architect of the first Masonic temple, would also make of this 

worm the “father Adam” of the Masons, and would endear the “Widow’s Sons” even 

more to Darwinists. This would bring them closer to modern Science which seeks 

natural proofs to strengthen the theory of Haekelian evolution. What would it matter 

to them, once that they have lost the secret of their true origin? 

Let no one object to this assertion which is a well-established fact. I take the oppor-

tunity of reminding the Masonic Gentlemen who might read this, that, as far as eso-

teric Masonry is concerned, nearly all its secrets have disappeared since Elias Ash-

mole and his immediate successors. If they try to contradict us, we will tell them, as 

Job did: 

Thine own mouth condemneth thee and not I: yea, thine own lips testify against 

thee.
2
 

  

                                            
1
 This sum total is made up of a bisected isosceles triangle — three lines — the edge of the cube being the base; 

two squares diagonally bisected, each one having a perpendicular line towards the centre — six lines; two 
straight lines at right angle to each other; and a square diagonally bisected — two lines; sum total — 13 lines or 

5 faces of the cube. 

2
 xv, 6 
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Our greatest secrets used to be taught in the Masonic lodges the world over. But 

their Grand Masters and Gurus perished one after the other, and what remained 

written in secret manuscripts — like the one of Nicholas Stone, for instance, de-

stroyed in 1720 by conscientious brethren — was reduced to ashes between the end 

of the XVIIth and the beginning of the XVIIIth century in England, as well as on the 

continent.
1
 

Why such destruction? 

Certain brethren in England have said from mouth to ear that the destruction was 

the result of a shameful pact between certain Masons and the Church. An aged 

“brother,” a great Kabbalist, has just died here, whose grandfather, a renowned Ma-

son, was an intimate friend of Count de Saint-Germain, when the latter was sent, it 

is said, by Louis XV, to England, in 1760, to negotiate peace between the two coun-

tries. The Count de Saint-Germain left in the hands of this Mason certain documents 

relating to the history of Masonry, and containing the key to more than one misun-

derstood mystery. He did so on the condition that these documents would become 

the secret heritage of all those descendants of the Kabbalists who became Masons. 

These papers, however, were of value to but two Masons: the father and the son who 

has just died, and they will be of no use to anyone else in Europe. Before his death, 

the precious documents were left with an Oriental (a Hindu) who was commissioned 

to transmit them to a certain person who would come to Amritsar, City of Immortali-

ty, to claim them. It is also told, confidentially, that the famous founder of the Lodge 

of Trinosophists, J.M. Ragon, was also initiated into many secrets by an Oriental, in 

Belgium, and some say that he knew Saint-Germain in his youth. This might per-

haps explain why the author of the Tuileur général de la Franc-Maçonnerie, or Ma-

nuel de l’Initié, affirmed that Elias Ashmole was the real founder of modern Masonry. 

No one knew better than Ragon the extent of the loss of Masonic secrets, as he him-

self says: 

“It is of the very essence and nature of the Mason to seek light wherever he thinks he 

can find it,” proclaims the circular of the Grand Orient of France. “In the meanwhile,” 

he adds, “they give the Masons the glorious title of children of light, and they leave 

them enveloped in darkness!”
2
 

Thus, if Monsieur Papus copied the Masons, as we think, in his definition of the 

terms Adept and Initiate, he was wrong, for one does not turn towards darkness 

when one is already standing in the light. Theosophy has invented nothing, has said 

nothing new, but simply faithfully repeats the lessons of the remotest antiquity. The 

terminology established some fifteen years ago in the Theosophical Society is the cor-

                                            
1
 [This is what Mackey’s Encyclopaedia of Freemasonry (1929), Vol. II, p. 970, says about it: 

“This manuscript is no longer in existence, having been one of those which was destroyed, in 1720, by 
some too scrupulous Brethren. Brother Preston (1792 edition, p. 167) describes it as ‘an old manu-

script, which was destroyed with many others in 1720, said to have been in the possession of Nicholas 
Stone, a curious sculptor under Inigo Jones.’ Preston gives, however, an extract from it, which details 
the affection borne by Saint Alban for the Freemasons, the wages he gave them, and the Charter which 
he obtained from the King to hold a General Assembly. Anderson (Constitutions, 1738, p. 99) who calls 

Stone the Warden of Inigo Jones, intimates that he wrote the manuscript, and gives it as authority for a 
statement that in 1607 Jones held the Quarterly Communications. The extract made by Preston, and 
the brief reference by Anderson, are all that is left of the Stone Manuscript.” — Boris de Zirkoff.] 

2
 Cours philosophique, etc., pp. 59-60 
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rect one, because in every case these terms are a faithful translation of their Sanskrit 

equivalents, almost as old as the latest human race. This terminology could not be 

modified at present, without running the risk of introducing into the theosophical 

teachings a chaos which would be deplorable and dangerous to their clarity. 

Let us remind ourselves of these truthful words of Ragon: 

Initiation had its cradle in India. It has preceded the civilizations of Asia and 

Greece, and in refining the mind and the customs of the people, it has fur-

nished the basis for all civil, political, and religious laws. 

The word initiate is the same as dvija, the “twice-born” Brāhmana. It means that ini-

tiation was considered a birth into a new life, or, as Apuleius has it, it is a “resurrec-

tion to a new life,” novam vitam inibat . . . 
1
 

Except for what has been pointed out above, the lecture of Monsieur Papus on the 

seal of the Society is admirable, and the erudition which he displays therein is most 

remarkable. The Fellows of our Fraternity owe him sincere thanks for explanations 

which are as clear and just as they are interesting. 

H.P. BLAVATSKY 

London, March 1889 

 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 [Although these actual words could not be located in the Latin text of Apuleius’ Metamorphoses, yet it is most 

likely that what is meant is the passage in Book XI, xvi (Helm’s ed.), which states in parts “qui vitae praeceden-
tis innocentia fideque meruerit . . . ut renatus quodam modo statim . . . ” — “one who earned by reason of the 
innocence (blamelessness) of his former life a sort of resurrection, etc.” — Boris de Zirkoff.] 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

 ALL AVATĀRAS ARE IDENTICAL, WORLD-SAVIOURS GROWN OUT 

FROM A SINGLE SEED 

 ARNOLD NOT AN INITIATE 

 ARNOLD'S LIGHT OF ASIA 

 AURA OF THE YOGI IN TRANCE 

 BLAVATSKY ON APOLLONIUS OF TYANA 

 BLAVATSKY ON COUNT ALESSANDRO DI CAGLIOSTRO 

 BLAVATSKY ON DIVINE REINCARNATIONS IN TIBET 

 BLAVATSKY ON SCHOPENHAUER 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE COUNT DE SAINT-GERMAIN 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE TRANS-HIMALAYAN FRATERNITY 

 BLAVATSKY ON THE TRIALS AND TRIUMPH OF INITIATION 

 BLAVATSKY PAYS TRIBUTE TO ÉLIPHAS LEVI 

 BUDDHISM IN ACTION IS UNCONDITIONAL COMPASSION, 

WISE AND MERCIFUL 

 BUDDHISM, THE RELIGION OF PRE-VEDIC INDIA 

 BURNET AND BLAVATSKY ON ANAXAGORAS' IDEAS AND IMPACT 

 CHANT FOR THE NEOPHYTES AFTER THEIR LAST INITIATION 

 DATE OF GAUTAMA BUDDHA’S DISINCARNATION 

 DRAWING 1 - FORCES AND STATES OF CONSCIOUSNESS 

 DRAWING 2 - CHRIST OR HIGHER MANAS CRUCIFIED BETWEEN 

TWO THIEVES 

 DRAWING 3 - NEOPHYTE ON TRIAL DYING IN THE CHRĒST CONDITION 

 DRAWING 4 - NEOPHYTE ASCENDING TO THE CHRIST CONDITION 

 DRAWING 5 - THE SECRET HEART SEAL 

 DUTIES OF A DHYĀNI CHOHAN 

 EMERSON ON PLUTARCH’S MORALS 
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 EMPEDOCLES, PAGAN THAUMATURGIST 

 ESOTERIC VERSUS TANTRIC TATTVAS (TABLE) 

 G.R.S. MEAD’S ESSAY ON SIMON MAGUS 

 GAUTAMA AND JESUS PARALLEL LIVES 

 GAUTAMA BUDDHA BEATIFIED! 

 GAUTAMA IS THE FIFTH TEACHER IN THE CURRENT PLANETARY ROUND 

 HINTS ABOUT THE TRIADIC HYPOSTASIS OF BUDDHA 

 HUMILITY IS NO VIRTUE 

 IAMBLICHUS ON PYTHAGORAS 

 IAMBLICHUS ON THEURGY (1915) 

 JESUS BEN PANDIRA, THE HISTORICAL CHRIST 

 JUDGE ON THE DWELLERS ON HIGH MOUNTAINS 

 JULIAN AND SOCRATES WERE PUT TO DEATH FOR THE SAME CRIME 

 KALI-YUGA AND THE KALKI-AVATĀRA 

 LOHANS ARE THE MELLIFLUOUS DISCIPLES OF TATHĀGATA 

 MAGIC OR THEURGY, PURPOSE AND PITFALLS 

 MORALITY IS MAN’S PRISTINE EFFORT TO HARMONISE WITH UNIVERSAL LAW 

 OCCULT METAPHYSICS UNRIDDLED FROM MATERIALISTIC MISCONCEPTIONS 

 OVID ON PYTHAGORAS’ TEACHINGS AND ETHICS 

 PARACELSUS BY FRANZ HARTMANN 

 PARACELSUS ON SYMPATHETIC REMEDIES AND CURES 

 PAUL AN INITIATE AND FOUNDER OF CHRISTIANITY 

 PETER NOT AN INITIATE AND THE ENEMY OF PAUL 

 PHERECYDES, AN EARLY WESTERN PHILOSOPHER 

 PLUTARCH ON PHOCION CHRĒSTOS 

 PLUTARCH ON THE TUTELARY DAIMŌN OF SOCRATES 

 PORPHYRY ON PYTHAGORAS 

 PRINCIPLES AND FORCES IN NATURE AND MAN (DIAGRAM) 

 PRINCIPLES AND FORCES IN NATURE AND MAN (INSTRUCTIONS) 

 PROCLUS ON SOCRATES' DAEMON (TAYLOR) 

 SAMSON AND HERCULES ARE PERSONIFICATIONS OF NEOPHYTES 

 SHANKARA WAS A CONTEMPORARY OF PATAÑJALI AND HIS CHELA 

 THE ADEPTS DESTROY THE WICKED AND GUARD THE PATH OF THE VIRTUOUS 
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 THE HOLY RITES OF ELEUSIS WERE ARCHAIC WISDOM RELIGION 

 THE INITIATE’S CROWN OF THORNS 

 THE KEY TO THE MYSTERY OF BUDDHA LIES IN THE CLEAR APPERCEPTION 

OF THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN 

 THE LITTLE ONES ARE ABOVE THE LAW 

 THE NOBLE GENIUS OF PARACELSUS 

 THE REAL CHRIST IS BUDDHI-MANAS, THE GLORIFIED DIVINE EGO 

 THE ROLE OF ADEPTS IN THE GREAT AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

 THE TRIPLE MYSTERY OF BUDDHA’S EMBODIMENT 

 THEOPHANIA AND OPTIONS OPEN TO THE ADEPT 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS – THE AURA OF SUGATA 

 THEOSOPHICAL JEWELS – THE LOVE OF GODS 

 THOMAS TAYLOR, THE ENGLISH PLATONIST 

 WHY THE SECRECY OF INITIATES? 

 ZANONI BY BULWER-LYTTON 
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