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Madame Blavatsky's last words 

Keep the link unbroken! 
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HE “KEEP THE LINK UNBROKEN” PLEA first appeared in a short biography of 

Isabel Cooper-Oakley by W.Q. Judge published in The Path, July, 1894. In 

fact, these were not Blavatsky’s “last words” for she is quoted of pronouncing 

them two days (nights, to be more precise) before her death. Her plea has been cited 

as follows: 

Primary citation 

Continued bad health has prevented Mrs. Cooper-Oakley from doing the work 

she would like to have done. In 1890 the Headquarters was moved to 19 Ave-

nue Road; the following year H.P.B. left us and her last message for the Society 

was given to Mrs. Oakley the night but one before she died. A three a.m. she 

suddenly looked up and said “Isabel, Isabel, keep the link unbroken; do not let 

my last incarnation be a failure.” At the moment of H.P.B.’s death Mrs. Cooper-

Oakley was out, but received a telegram recalling her and arrived just ten 

minutes late.
1
 

Secondary citation 

The following words were minuted at an “Eastern School of Theosophy” council meet-

ing held 27th May, 1891, at 19 Avenue Road, London, “in reference to the [Eastern] 

School [of Theosophy]”: 

. . . it was recorded that there was ample proof by witnesses, members of this 

School, that her last words in reference to the School and its work were “KEEP 

THE LINK UNBROKEN! DO NOT LET MY LAST INCARNATION BE A FAILURE.”
2
 

H.P. Blavatsky died 8th May 1891 at, or soon after, 11.30 A.M. at 19 Avenue Road, 

London. Her body was cremated in Woking, England, two days later.
3
 

CARL ONION 

Series Editor 

 

                                            
1
 The Path [Isabel Cooper-Oakley 1854-1914], Vol. IX, July 1894, pp. 122-24 

[This article is now republished in: Eklund D. (Comp.). Echoes of the Orient: The Writings of William Quan 

Judge. San Diego: Point Loma Publications, Inc., 2nd ed. of 2009-2011 [4-Vols.]; Vol. II, pp. 510-11 

2
 ibid., Vol. III, p. 340 

3
 Cf. Cranston S. HPB: The Extraordinary Life and Influence of Helena Blavatsky, Founder of the Modern Theo-
sophical Movement. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1994; p. 409 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

She being dead, yet speaketh. 

 “Blavatsky about to unveil Isis” 

 “Blavatsky against Ecclesiastical Christianity” 

 “Blavatsky against Spiritualism” 

 “Blavatsky cuts down to size a carping critic of heterodoxy” 

 “Blavatsky defends Isis Unveiled” 

 “Blavatsky enlightens the sceptics of her Motherland” 

 “Blavatsky expels a friend of Communists” 

 “Blavatsky hated balls” 

 “Blavatsky on a Case of Obsession” 

 “Blavatsky on a Heavy Curse” 

 “Blavatsky on an Intro- and retrospective dream” 

 “Blavatsky on Animal Souls” 

 “Blavatsky on Bulgarian Sun Worship” 

 “Blavatsky on Christmas and the Christmas Tree” 

 “Blavatsky on Elementals and Elementaries” 

 “Blavatsky on foeticide being a crime against nature” 

 “Blavatsky on Hindu widow-burning” 

 “Blavatsky on Jesuitry in Masonry” 

 “Blavatsky on Marriage, Divorce, and Celibacy” 

 “Blavatsky on Nebo of Birs-Nimrud” 

 “Blavatsky on Occult Alphabets and Numerals” 

 “Blavatsky on Occult Vibrations” 

 “Blavatsky on Old Age” 

 “Blavatsky on old doctrines vindicated by new prophets” 

 “Blavatsky on Plato’s Timæus” 

 “Blavatsky on Progress and Culture” 
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 “Blavatsky on Religious deformities” 

 “Blavatsky on Ritualism in Church and Masonry” 

 “Blavatsky on Shambhala, the Happy Land” 

 “Blavatsky on Spinoza and Western Philosophers” 

 “Blavatsky on Sunday devotion to pleasure” 

 “Blavatsky on Teachings of Eliphas Levi” 

 “Blavatsky on the Boogeymen of Science” 

 “Blavatsky on the Book of Enoch” 

 “Blavatsky on the doomed destiny of the Romanovs” 

 “Blavatsky on the elucidation of long-standing enigmas” 

 “Blavatsky on the Harmonics of Smell” 

 “Blavatsky on the hidden Esotericism of the Bible” 

 “Blavatsky on the history and tribulations of the Zohar” 

 “Blavatsky on the introversion of mental vision” 

 “Blavatsky on the Key to Spiritual Progress” 

 “Blavatsky on the knighted Oxford Sanskritist who could speak no Sanskrit” 

 “Blavatsky on the Letters of Lavater” 

 “Blavatsky on the Luminous Circle” 

 “Blavatsky on the modern negators of Ancient Science” 

 “Blavatsky on the Monsoon” 

 “Blavatsky on the New Year and false noses” 

 “Blavatsky on the New Year’s Morrow” 

 “Blavatsky on the Qabbalah by Isaac Myer” 

 “Blavatsky on the quenchless Lamps of Alchemy” 

 “Blavatsky on the Rationale of Fasts” 

 “Blavatsky on the Roots of Zoroastrianism” 

 “Blavatsky on the Secret Doctrine” 

 “Blavatsky on the Teachings of Eliphas Levi” 

 “Blavatsky on the Vishishtadvaita Philosophy” 

 “Blavatsky on Theosophy and Asceticism” 

 “Blavatsky on whether the Rishis exist today” 

 “Blavatsky rebuts unspiritual conceptions about God” 

 “Blavatsky's open letter to her correspondents” 
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 “Gems from the East” 

 “Inductive reasoning leads to fake deductions” 

 “Madame Blavatsky enlightens the sceptics of her Motherland” 

 “Madame Blavatsky on the philosophical mind of the Chinese” 

 “Obituary to Mikhail Nikiforovich Katkov” 

 “Obituary to Pundit Dayanand Saraswati” 

 “Open Letter to the American Section of the Theosophical Society” 

 “Open Letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury” 

 “Open Letters to the American Convention” 

 “Pages from Isis Unveiled” 

 “Pages from the Caves and Jungles of Hindostan” 

 “Pages from The Secret Doctrine 1 - abridged” 

 “Pages from The Secret Doctrine 2 - full text” 

 “Pantheistic Theosophy is irreconcilable with Roman Catholicism” 

 “Rosicrucianism was an offshoot of Oriental Occultism” 

 “Rosicrucians emerged as an antidote to the material side of alchemy” 

 “The Hermetic Fire of the mind is the key to the Occult Sciences” 

 “The real meaning of the first line of Genesis” 

 “The Secret Doctrine (1888) Vol. 1 of 2 on Cosmogenesis” 

 “The Secret Doctrine (1888) Vol. 2 of 2 on Anthropogenesis” 

 “Thoth is the equivalent of Hermes and Moses” 

 “Unpopular Philosopher on Criticism and Authorities” 

 “Unpopular Philosopher on the Eighth Wonder” 

 “Unpopular Philosopher on the Morning Star” 

 “We are more often victims of words rather than of facts” 

 “Without the revival of Aryan philosophy, the West will fall to 

even grosser materialism” 
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