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The Arabian Nights are not at all fiction. 

First published in The Theosophist, Vol. VI, October 1884, pp. 8-9. Republished in: Dara Eklund 

(Comp.). Echoes of the Orient: The Writings of William Quan Judge. 2nd ed. Pasadena: Theosophical Uni-

versity Press: Vol. II, 2009; ARE THE “ARABIAN NIGHTS” ALL FICTION?, pp. 92-94. 

For many years it has been customary to regard that collection of interesting stories 

called “The Arabian Nights,” as pure fiction arising out of Oriental brains at a time 

when every ruler had his story-teller to amuse him or to put him to sleep. But many 

a man who has down in his heart believed in the stories he heard in his youth about 

fairies and ghosts, has felt a revival of his young fancies upon perusing these tales of 

prodigies and magic. Others, however, have laughed at them as pure fables, and the 

entire scientific world does nothing but preserve contemptuous silence. 

The question here to be answered by men of science is how did such ideas arise? 

Taking them on their own ground, one must believe that with so much smoke there 

must at one time have been some fire. Just as the prevalence of a myth — such as 

the Devil or Serpent myth — over large numbers of people or vast periods of time 

points to the fact that there must have been something, whatever it was, that gave 

rise to the idea. 

In this enquiry our minds range over that portion of the world which is near the Red 

Sea, Arabia and Persia, and we are brought very close to places, now covered with 

water, that once formed part of ancient Lemuria. The name Red Sea may have arisen 

from the fact that it was believed really to cover hell: and its lower entrance at the 

island of Perim is called “Babel Mandeb,”
1
 or “the Gate of Hell.” This Red Sea plays a 

prominent part in the Arabian Nights tales and has some significance. We should al-

so recollect that Arabia once had her men of science, the mark of whose minds has 

not yet been effaced from our own age. These men were many of them magicians, 

and they learned their lore either from the Lemurian Adepts, or from the Black Magi-

cians of the other famous land of Atlantis. 

We may safely conclude that the Arabian Nights stories are not all pure fiction, but 

are the faint reverberations of a louder echo which reached their authors from the 

times of Lemuria and Atlantis. 

                                            
1
 [The strait of Bab-el-Mandeb (اب  ) is located between Yemen on the Arabian Peninsula, and Djibouti andبدنملب ب

Eritrea in the Horn of Africa. It connects the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden. The island of Perim divides the strait 
into two channels: the eastern, known as the Bab Iskender (Alexander's Strait), 2 miles wide and 16 fathoms 
deep; and the western, or Dact-el-Mayun, 16 miles wide and 170 fathoms deep.] 
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Solomon is now and then mentioned in them, and Solomon, wherever he was, has 

always been reckoned as a great adept.
2
 The Jewish Kabbalah and Talmud speak of 

Solomon with great reverence. His power and the power of his seal — the interlaced 

triangles — constantly crop up among the other magical processes adverted to in 

these tales. And in nearly all cases where he is represented as dealing with wicked 

genii, he buried them in the Red Sea. Now if Solomon was a Jewish King far away in 

Palestine, how did he get down to the Red Sea, and where is there any mention made 

of his traveling at all? These genii were elemental spirits, and Solomon is merely a 

name standing for the vast knowledge of magic arts possessed by Adepts at a time 

buried in the darkness of the past. In one tale, a fisherman hauls up a heavy load, 

which turns out to be a large iron pot, with a metal cover, on which was engraved 

Solomon’s Seal. The unlucky man opened the pot, when at once a vapour rose out of 

it that spread itself over the whole heavens at first, then condensed again into a 

monstrous form who addressed the fisher, saying that ages before he had been con-

fined there by Solomon; that after two hundred years he swore he would make rich 

the man lucky enough to let him out; after five hundred years that he would reward 

his liberator with power; but after one thousand years of captivity he would kill the 

one who should free him. Then he ordered the man to prepare for death. The fisher-

man, however, said he doubted that the genii had really been in the pot as he was 

too large. To prove that he had been, the spirit immediately assumed the vaporous 

condition and slowly with spiral motion sank into the iron pot again, when at once 

the fisherman clapped on the cover and was about to cast him back into the sea. The 

djinn then begged for mercy and agreed to serve the man and not to kill him, where-

upon he was released. 

Many persons will laugh at this story. But no one who has seen the wonders of spir-

itualism, or who knows that at this day there are many persons in India, as well as 

elsewhere who have dealings with elemental spirits that bring them objects instanta-

neously, etc., will laugh before reflecting on the circumstances. 

Observe that the pot in which he was confined was made of metal, and that the tal-

ismanic seal was on the cover. The metal prevented him from making magnetic con-

nection for the purpose of escaping, and the seal on the cover barred that way. There 

were no marks on the sides of the pot. His spreading himself into a vast vapour 

shows that he was one of the elementals of the airy kingdom — the most powerful 

and malignant: and his malignancy is shown in the mean, ungrateful oath he took to 

destroy whomsoever should be his liberator. His spreading into vapour, instead of at 

once springing out of the pot, refers to his invisibility, for we see that in order to en-

ter it he was compelled to assume his vaporous state, in which he again put himself 

into the pot. 

                                            
2
 [Cf. “Whose 700 wives and 300 concubines, by the bye, are merely the personations of man’s attributes, feel-

ings, passions and his various occult powers: the Kabbalistic numbers 7 and 3 showing it plainly. Solomon 

himself, moreover, being, simply, the emblem of SOL — the ‘Solar Initiate’ or the Christ-Sun, is a variant of the 
Indian ‘Vikartana’ (the Sun) shorn of his beams by Viśvakarman, his Hierophant-Initiator, who thus shears the 
Chrēstos-candidate for initiation of his golden radiance and crowns him with a dark, blackened aureole — the 
‘crown of thorns.’ (See The Secret Doctrine for full explanation.) Solomon was never a living man. As described in 

Kings, his life and works are an allegory on the trials and glory of Initiation.” — Blavatsky Collected Writings, (IS 
THEOSOPHY AND RELIGION?) X p. 162 fn. et seq.] 
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In another story we see a young man visiting an elemental of the nature of a Succu-

bus, who permits him now and then to go out and perform wonders. But the en-

trance to her retreat is unseen and kept invisible to others. In India there are those 

who are foolish enough to make magnetic connection with elementals of this class, 

by means of processes which we will not detail here. The elemental will then at your 

wish instantaneously produce any article which the operator may have touched, no 

matter how far away it may be or how tightly locked up. The consequences of this 

uncanny partnership are very injurious to the human partner. The records of spirit-

ualism in America will give other cases of almost like character, sufficient to show 

that a compact can be entered into between a human being and an intelligence or 

force outside of our sensuous perceptions. 

In other stories various people have power over men and animals, and the forces of 

nature. They change men into animals and do other wonders. When they wish to 

cause the metamorphosis, they dash a handful of water into the unfortunate’s face, 

crying: “Quit that form of man and assume the form of a dog.” The terrible Maugraby 

is a Black Magician, such as can now be found in Bhutan, who had changed many 

persons, and the story of his destruction shows that his life and power as well as his 

death lay in the nasty practices of Black Magic. When the figure and the talisman 

were destroyed he was also. The White Magician has no talisman but his Ātman, and 

as that cannot be destroyed, he is beyond all fear. 

But this paper is already too long. We are not forcing a conclusion when we say that 

these admirable and amusing tales are not all fiction. There is much nonsense in 

them, but they have come to us from the very land — now bleak and desolate — 

where at one time the fourth race men held sway and dabbled in both White and 

Black Magic. 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

On Black versus White Magic. 

 “A Strange Story by Bulwer-Lytton” 

 “Adoration of male gods led to phallicism and black magic” 

 “Akhund Abdul Ghaffur of Swat” 

 “Ancient Magic in Modern Science” 

 “Animated statues, trophies of the Black Art” 

 “Auras of mediums and adepts” 

 “Between Black and White Magic there is but a cobweb thread” 

 “Black Magic is in full sway amidst mankind” 

 “Black versus White Magic, the two Opposing Powers” 

 “Blavatsky on the author of Phallicism” 

 “Blavatsky on the malignant fever of unsound scepticism” 

 “Buddhist Feminism in Ceylon” 

 “Capital punishment is a relic of Jewish barbarity” 

 “Christian Lectures on Buddhism” 

 “Christianity has retarded the Woman’s progress” 

 “Confessions of Cyprianus, the Penitent Sorcerer of Antioch” 

 “Does your mind elate with self-adoration” 

 “Egyptian Magic, good and bad” 

 “Evil is an illusion caused by the Circle of Necessity” 

 “Evil is the infernal end of the polarity of spirit-matter” 

 “Exact Science versus Archaic Philosophy” 

 “Frightening crying children into silence” 

 “How can a Black Magician be known” 

 “Hugo's La Fin de Satan (1911)” 

 “Hylo-Idealism is a fig leaf for Crass Materialism” 
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 “Insights to the high idealism and quaint wit of Eliphas Levi” 

 “Insights to the Occult Arts” 

 “Instead of Black and White Magic, read selfish and unselfish motive” 

 “Magic is the Occult Knowledge of Natural Law” 

 “Mediumship and Adeptship are poles apart” 

 “No one has the right to control the mind of another” 

 “Occultism and Kabbalah are only masks to hide the sacred truth from the pro-

fane” 

 “On Astral Intoxication” 

 “On malevolent bewitchments and venomous magic” 

 “Ormuzd and Ahriman are ever opposing powers, yet inseparable 

and interdependent” 

 “Papal dispensation for murder and mayhem” 

 “Phallicism and Phallic Worship” 

 “Presentiments of what lies in the bosom of future” 

 “Psychological and conjuring tricks” 

 “Reflections of an ardent apostle” 

 “Religious conversion means absolute perversion” 

 “Selfishness is the cause of all sin and suffering” 

 “Selfishness is the hallmark of fakirs, hermits, and yogins” 

 “Sin by cruel acquiescence in an unworthy fashion” 

 “Soul-destroying sophistry is fake wisdom” 

 “Spirit and Matter are dual aspects of One Cause” 

 “Spiritual progress is not aided by watching the Astral Light” 

 “Teraphim are the elemental spirits of ancient divination” 

 “The Astral Light reflects images of every thought and action” 

 “The Ensouled Violin” 

 “The Idyll of the White Lotus” 

 “The Origin of Good and Evil” 

 “The Original Sin is a Jewish Invention” 

 “The Pernicious Sophistry of Hypocrisy” 

 “The Pitfalls of Occult Arts and Metaphysical Healing” 

 “The power of the magician is inversely related to his worldly interests” 

 “The process of precipitating handwritten letters explained” 
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 “The Silent Brother” 

 “The spiritual blindness of anthropomorphism” 

 “The Theosophical Society’s position on hypnotism” 

 “Theological anthropomorphism is the parent of materialism” 

 “Theological malice is the root cause of Satanic Magic” 

 “Trained imagination can produce occult phenomena” 

 “True magic is the Gnosis of Pythagoras” 

 “Warning to phenomena seekers” 

 “When theological ethics speak no longer in man” 

 “Why women should avoid the Church like a plague” 

 “Yoga is a wolf in sheep’s clothing” 
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