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Abstract and train of thoughts 1 

The priest-hierophant of the Egyptian temples wore a breast-plate of precious stones, in 

every way similar to that of the high priest of the Israelites. 6 

The tabernacle was simply the archaic telephone of those days of Magic, when Occult 

powers were acquired by Initiation, just as they are now. 7 

Ancient divination was always accomplished with the help of the spirits of the elements. 

But there are good as well as bad spirits, beneficent and malevolent “gods” in all ages. 8 

Alas, Christians are still worshipping the Jewish Jehovah, the “spirit” who spoke through 

his teraphim. 8 

Suggested reading for students. 

On Black versus White Magic. 11 

 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 Frontispiece by Sahel-Solitude. 
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Originally published as Section xxvi, pp. 234-40, in the Volume entitled “The Secret Doctrine, Volume 

III,” which appeared in print in 1897. Republished in Blavatsky Collected Writings, (THE IDOLS AND THE 

TERAPHIM) VII pp. 230-40.
1
 

We have indicated by square brackets <and with text highlighted> those passages which occur, either 

verbatim or with slight alterations, in The Secret Doctrine, I: 394-395; II: 453, 455. — Boris de Zirkoff. 

[The meaning of the “fairy-tale” told by the Chaldean Qū-tāmy
2
 is easily understood.] 

His modus operandi with the “idol of the moon” was that of all the Semites, before Te-

rah, Abraham’s father, made images — the Teraphim, called after him — or the “cho-

sen people” of Israel ceased divining by them. These teraphim were just as much 

“idols” as is any pagan image or statue.
3
 [231] The injunction “Thou shalt not bow to a 

graven image,” or teraphim, must have either come at a later date, or have been dis-

regarded, since the bowing-down to and the divining by the teraphim seem to have 

been so orthodox and general that the “Lord” actually threatens the Israelites, 

through Hosea, to deprive them of their teraphim. 

For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king. . . . without a 

sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod,
4
 and without tera-

phim.
5
 

Matzebah, or statue, or pillar, is explained in the Bible to mean “without an ephod 

and without teraphim.” 

Father Kircher supports very strongly the idea that the statue of the Egyptian Sera-

pis was identical in every way with those of the seraphim, or teraphim, in the temple 

of Solomon. 

  

                                            
1
 [Note by Boris de Zirkoff appended to Madame Blavatsky’s previous article on “Animated Statues,” (Blavatsky 

Collected Writings, Vol. VII, pp. 213-30). This article can be found in the same Series under the title “Animated 

statues, trophies of the Black Art” — ED. PHIL. 

Considering the date when this essay on “Animated Statues” was written, it is evident that Madame Bla-
vatsky meant by Secret Doctrine her early draft of it, portions of which had been sent to Adyar in Sep-

tember 1886. The material she refers to is not to be found in the MSS. which went to Adyar. However, by 
turning to pages 234-40 of the Volume published in 1897 in London, under the editorship of Annie Bes-
ant, and entitled “The Secret Doctrine, Volume III,” the student will find a brief essay on “The Idols and 
the Teraphim,” which in our estimation is precisely the material spoken of by Blavatsky in the text 
above. It is quite probable that she meant at first to incorporate it into one of the volumes of The Secret 
Doctrine, as published in 1888, but for some reason or other did not do so; however, she included there-
in brief passages from it, as can be seen by consulting Vol. I, pp. 394, 395, and Vol. II, p. 453. 

That the essay on “The Idols and the Teraphim” was not what Madame Blavatsky intended to say on the 
subject in her prospective Third Volume, is evidenced by the interesting fact that in The Secret Doctrine, 
Vol. II, p. 455, she definitely states that “practical methods of such ancient divination will be found” in 

“Volume III, Part II, of this present work.” The real Volume III having vanished without a trace, her ex-

planations of such methods have never appeared in print. 

In view of the facts outlined above, Madame Blavatsky’s essay on “The Idols and the Teraphim” follows 
in immediate chronological sequence her essay on “Animated Statues.” — Boris de Zirkoff.] 

2
 [Consult “Chaldeans, Hierophants of the Aryan Root-Race,” in our Atlantean Realities Series, and “The trans-

Himalayan Mahatmas are men living on earth,” in our Higher Ethics and Devotion Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

3
 That the teraphim was a statue, and no small article either, is shown in 1 Samuel, xix, where Michal takes a 

teraphim (“image,” as it is translated) and puts it in bed to represent David, her [Rachel’s] husband, who ran 
away from Saul (see verse 13, et seq.). It was thus of the size and shape of a human figure — a statue or real 

idol. 

4
 [The ephod was a linen garment worn by the high priest, but as the thummim was attached to it, the entire 

paraphernalia of divination was often comprised in that single word, ephod. See 1 Samuel xxviii, 6, & xxx, 7, 8.] 

5
 Hosea iii, 4 
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Says Louis de Dieu:
1
 

They were, perhaps, images of angels, or statues dedicated to the angels, the 

presence of one of these spirits being thus attracted into a teraphim and an-

swering the inquirers [consultants]; and in this hypothesis the word “teraphim” 

would become the equivalent of “seraphim” by changing the t into s in the 

manner of Syrians.
2
 

What says the Septuagint? The teraphim are translated successively by: 

 ειδωλα — forms in someone’s likeness; eidōlon, an “astral body”; 

 γλυπτα — the sculptured; 

 κενοταφια — sculptures in the sense of containing something hidden, or recep-

tacles; 

 θηλους — manifestations; 

 αληθειας — truths or realities; 

 μορφωματα or φωτισμους — luminous, shining likenesses. 

The latter expression shows plainly what the teraphim were. The Vulgate translates 

the term by annuntiantes, the “messengers who announce,” and it thus becomes cer-

tain that the teraphim were the oracles. They were the animated statues, the Gods 

who revealed themselves to the masses through the Initiated Priests and Adepts in 

the Egyptian, Chaldæan, Greek, and other temples. [232] 

[As to the way of divining, or learning one’s fate, and of being instructed by the tera-

phim,
3
 it is explained quite plainly by Maimonides and Seldenus. The former says: 

The worshippers of the teraphim claimed that the light of the principal stars 

[planets], penetrating into and filling the carved statue through and through, 

the angelic virtue [of the regents, or animating principle in the planets] con-

versed with them, teaching them many most useful arts and sciences.
4
 [233] 

                                            
1
 [Lodewijk de Dieu, 1590–1642, Dutch Protestant minister and a leading orientalist.] 

2
 Louis de Dieu, Genesis xxxi, 10. See De Mirville, Pneumatologie, Des esprits et de leurs manifestations fluid-

iques (1854). 2nd Mémoire, Vol. II, p. 257 

3
 The Teraphim of Abram’s father, Terah, the “maker of images,” were the Kabeiroi gods, and we see them wor-

shipped by Micah, by the Danites, and others. *<Judges xvii-xviii, etc.> Teraphim were identical with the sera-
phim, and these were serpent-images, the origin of which is in the Sanskrit sarpa (the serpent), a symbol sa-

cred to all the deities as a symbol of immortality. Chiun, or the god Khīyūn, worshipped by the Hebrews in the 
wilderness, is Śiva, the Hindu [deity], *<The Zendic H is S in India. Thus Hapta is Sapta; Hindu is Sindhaya. 

(Alexander Wilder) “ . . . the S continually softens to H from Greece to Calcutta, from the Caucasus to Egypt,” 
says Dunlap. Therefore the letters K, H, and S are interchangeable.> as well as Saturn. *<Dunlap, op. cit., p. 

269. Cf. Codex Nazaræus I, 57, in Dunlap, Sōd, the Son of the Man, p. 59> (J.D. Guigniaut, Les religions de 
l’antiquité, Vol. I, p. 167) The Greek story shows that Dardanus, the Arcadian, having received them as a dowry, 

carried them to Samothrace, and from thence to Troy; and they were worshipped far before the days of glory of 
Tyre or Sidon, though the former had been built 2760 B.C. From where did Dardanus derive them? — Isis Un-
veiled, Vol. I, p. 570 & fns. 

[Remarks and references appearing in <angled> parentheses in the above footnote are Madame Blavatsky’s own 
footnotes appended to this passage in Isis Unveiled. — Boris de Zirkoff.] 

4
 Maimonides, Moreh Nebhuchim III, xxix 

[This passage is from Part III, chapter xxix, of Moreh Nebhuchim (The Guide of the Perplexed). M. Friedländer’s 

annotated translation from the original Hebrew (Hebrew Publishing Co., New York, 1881, p. 138 of 3rd Part) is 

as follows: 
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In his turn Seldenus explains the same, adding that the teraphim
1
 were built and 

fashioned in accordance with the position of their respective planets, each of the ter-

aphim being consecrated to a special “star-angel,” those that the Greeks called 

στοιχεια (stoicheia), as also according to figures located in the sky and called the “tu-

telary Gods”: 

Those who traced out the στοιχεια were called στοιχειωματικοι or the diviners by 

the planets and the στοιχεια.
2
 [234] 

Ammianus Marcellinus states that the ancient divinations were always accomplished 

with the help of the “spirits” of the elements (spiritus elementorum), or as they are 

called in Greek πνευματα των στοιχειων.]
3
 

                                                                                                                                    
In accordance with the Sabean theories (Cf. Chwolson, Nabath. Agric. II, 390, 396) images were erected 

to the stars, golden images to the sun, images of silver to the moon, and they attributed the metals and 
the climates to the influences of the planets, saying that a certain planet is the god of a certain zone. 

They built temples, placed in them images, and assumed that the stars sent forth their influence upon 
these images, which are thereby enabled to understand, to comprehend, to inspire human beings, and 
to tell them what is useful to them. 

— Boris de Zirkoff.] 

1
 Those dedicated to the sun were made in gold, and those to the moon in silver. 

2
 De Diis Syriis, Syntagmata I, cap. ii, “De Teraphim Labanis, etc.” 

[This reference is to a rare work of John Selden (1584–1654) on the “Syrian Deities” (London: G. Stansleius, 
1617; 8-vo. British Museum, 19735. Also in Opera Omnia. London: Richard Sare, 1726, where the passage 

quoted can be found in Vol. II, Part I, col. 282). Madame Blavatsky paraphrases part of Selden’s passage and 

quotes directly the last sentence thereof. The entire passage in its Latin original is as follows: 

. . . Aureas faciebant vetustissimi Orientalium Zabii, sive Chaldæi, ey quorum libris plurima retulit R. 
Moses Ægyptius, & Argenteas effigies. Has Lunæ, illas Soli dicebant: & ædificaverunt palatia, ut scribit 
ille in More Nebochim lib. III, cap. XXIX & posuerunt in eis imagines, & dixerunt quod splendor poten-
tiarum stellarum diffundebatur super illas imagines, & loquebantur cum hominibus, & annunciabant eis 
utilia. Quod optima cum eis quadrat, qui secundum præcepta astrologia τα Teraphim fieri solita, & ad 
certos syderum positus, volunt (quemadmodum ea quæ στοιχεια Græcis dicuntur) & secundum figuras 

in cœla creditas, uti velut αλεχητηριοι seu averrunci Dii essent, formata. Nec sane quantum ad astrologi-
um rationem spectat, στοιχεια τα Teraphim disserunt, nisi quod haec futuris præcidendis, illa arcendis 
malis fuerint destinata. Qui vero στοιχεια formabant, στοιχειωματικοι dicebantur. 

In W.A. Hauser’s translation of Selden’s work, published under the title of The Fabulous Gods denounced in the 
Bible (Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott & Co., 1880, 178pp. 12-vo; British Museum, 3103, bb. 22), the following 
translation of this entire passage can be found (ch. 2, p. 29): 

The Zabeans and Chaldeans, the most ancient of Orientals, made golden and silver effigies. The golden 
ones were dedicated to the sun and the silver ones to the moon. Moses, the Egyptian, says, 

“They built palaces, placed these images in them, and they said that the splendor of the most po-
tent stars was diffused among them; and they spoke with men, and announced useful things to 

them.” 

That very much tallies with those who are inclined to believe according to astrological precepts, that they 
were formed as the Teraphims were, and under certain positions of the stars, in the same manner as 
those among the Greeks, which were called Stoicheia, or images to drive away evil, and, according to fig-

ures, believed to be in heaven, so as if they might be gods to drive away evil. Nor was there much in any 
astrological reason for a difference in the Stoicheia of the Greeks and the Teraphims of the Hebrews, un-
less the former were destined to drive away whatever was bad, and the latter for predicting future 
events. 

With minor word modifications, the remarks concerning Maimonides and Seldenus can also be found in The 
Secret Doctrine, Vol. I, p. 394. — Boris de Zirkoff.] 

3
 [Note by Boris de Zirkoff: Reference is here made to Ammianus Marcellinus’ History, Book XXI, ch. i, 8, the 

original Latin text of the passage being as follows: 

8. Elementorum omnium spiritus, utpote perennium corporum præsentiendi motu semper et ubique vi-
gens, ex his, quæ per disciplinas varias affectamus, participat nobiscum munera divinandi: et substan-

tiales potestates ritu diverso placatæ, velut ex perpetuis fontium venis, vaticina mortalitati suppeditant 
verba. . . . 

John C. Rolfe (Loeb Classical Series) translates it as follows: 

8. The spirit pervading all the elements, seeing that they are eternal bodies, is always and everywhere 

strong in the power of prescience, and as the result of the knowledge which we acquire through varied 
studies makes us also sharers in the gifts of divination; and the elemental powers, when propitiated by 
divers rites, supply mortals with words of prophecy, as if from the veins of inexhaustible founts. 
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Now the latter are not the “spirits” of the stars [planets], nor are they divine Beings; 

they are simply the creatures inhabiting their respective elements, called by the Kab-

balists elementary spirits, and by the Theosophists elementals.
1
 Father Kircher, the 

Jesuit, tells the reader: [235] 

Every god had such instruments of divination to speak through. Each had his 

specialty. Serapis gave instruction on agriculture; Anubis taught sciences; Ho-

rus advised upon psychic and spiritual matters; Isis was consulted on the ris-

ing of the Nile, and so on.
2
 

The priest-hierophant of the Egyptian temples wore a breast-

plate of precious stones, in every way similar to that of the high 

priest of the Israelites. 

This historical fact, furnished by one of the ablest and most erudite among the Jesu-

its, is unfortunate for the prestige of the “Lord God of Israel” with regard to his 

claims to priority and to his being the one living God. Jehovah, on the admission of 

the Old Testament itself, conversed with his elect in no other way, and this places 

him on a par with every other Pagan God, even of the inferior classes. In Judges xvii, 

we read of Micah having an ephod and a teraphim fabricated, and consecrating them 

to Jehovah (see the Septuagint and the Vulgate ); these objects were made by a 

founder from the two hundred shekels of silver given to him by his mother. True, 

King James’ “Holy Bible” explains this little bit of idolatry by saying: 

In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was 

right in his own eyes.
3
 

Yet the act must have been orthodox, since Micah, after hiring a priest, a diviner, for 

his ephod and teraphim, declares: “Now know I that the Lord will do me good.” And if 

Micah’s act — who 

Had an house of Gods, and made an ephod and teraphim, and consecrated one 

of his sons
4
 [236] 

to their service, as also to that of the “graven image” dedicated “unto the Lord” by his 

mother — now seems prejudicial, it was not so in those days of one religion and one 

lip. How can the Latin Church blame the act, since Kircher, one of her best writers, 

calls the teraphim “the holy instruments of primitive revelations”; since Genesis 

shows us Rebecca going “to enquire of the Lord,”
5
 and the Lord answering her (cer-

                                            
1
 Those that the Kabbalists call elementary spirits are sylphs, gnomes, undines and salamanders, nature-

spirits, in short. The spirits of the angels formed a distinct class. [Consult “Blavatsky on Elementals and Ele-
mentaries,” in our Blavatsky Speaks Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 Œdipus Ægyptiacus, Vol. II, Pars Altera, Cl. XI, cap. iii, p. 444 

[The original Latin text of this entire passage, according to the ed. of Vitalis Mascardi, Rome, 1653, is as follows: 

In omnibus fere Ægypti Nomis Oraculum fuisse reperio, in quo responsa de variis euentibus acciperent 
consulentes: neque tamen singula Oracula de singulis sibi propositis respondebant; sed de iis so-

lummodò rebus naturæ eorum consentaneis. Hoc pacto Serapidis Oraculum circa ea quæ terræ cultum 
concernebant; Anubidis circa ea, quæ Scientias; Hori circa ea, quæ bona corporis & animæ; Isidis circa 
ea, quæ aut Nilum, aut fœcunditatem concernebant, consulebatur. 

— Boris de Zirkoff.] 

3
 [Judges xvii, 6] 

4
 [Judges xvii, 5] 

5
 Genesis xxv, 22, et seq. 
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tainly through the teraphim), and delivering to her several prophecies? And if this be 

not sufficient, there is Saul, who deplores the silence of the ephod,
1
 and David who 

consults the thummim, and receives oral advice from the Lord as to the best way of 

killing his enemies. 

The thummim and ūrīm, however — the object in our days of so much conjecture 

and speculation — was not an invention of the Jews, nor had it originated with them, 

despite the minute instruction given about it by Jehovah to Moses. For the priest-

hierophant of the Egyptian temples wore a breast-plate of precious stones, in every 

way similar to that of the high priest of the Israelites. 

The high-priests of Egypt wore suspended on their necks an image of sapphire, 

called Truth, the manifestation of truth becoming evident in it. 

Seldenus
2
 is not the only Christian writer who assimilates the Jewish to the Pagan 

teraphim, and expressed a conviction that the former had borrowed them from the 

Egyptians. Moreover, we are told by Döllinger, a preëminently Roman Catholic writer: 

The teraphim were used and remained in many Jewish families to the days of 

Josiah.
3
 

The tabernacle was simply the archaic telephone of those days of 

Magic, when Occult powers were acquired by Initiation, just as 

they are now. 

As to the personal opinion of Döllinger,
4
 a papist, and of Seldenus, a Protestant — 

both of whom trace Jehovah [237] in the teraphim of the Jews and “evil spirits” in 

those of the Pagans — it is the usual one-sided judgment of odium theologicum
5
 and 

sectarianism. Seldenus is right, however, in arguing that in the days of old, all such 

modes of communication had been primarily established for purposes of divine and 

angelic communications only. But 

The holy Spirit (spirits, rather) spake [not] to the children of Israel [alone] by 

Urim and Thummim, while the tabernacle remained,
6
 

as Dr. Alexander Cruden
7
 would have people believe. Nor had the Jews alone need of 

a “tabernacle” for such a kind of theophanic, or divine communication; for no Bath-

                                            
1
 The ephod was a linen garment worn by the high priest, but as the thummim was attached to it, the entire 

paraphernalia of divination was often comprised in that single word, ephod. See 1 Samuel xxviii, 6, & xxx, 7, 8. 

2
 [John Selden, 1584–1654, English jurist, scholar of England’s ancient laws and constitution, and scholar of 

Jewish law. He was known as a polymath; John Milton hailed Selden in 1644 as “the chief of learned men re-
puted in this land.”] 

3
 Paganisme et Judaïsme, Vol. IV, p. 197 

4
 [Johann Joseph Ignaz von Döllinger, 1799–1890, German theologian, Catholic priest and church historian 

who rejected the dogma of papal infallibility. Among his writings which proved controversial, his criticism of the 
papacy antagonized ultramontanes, yet his reverence for tradition annoyed the liberals. He is considered an im-
portant contributor to the doctrine, growth and development of the Old Catholic Church, though he himself 

never joined that denomination.] 

5
 [theological hatred] 

6
 [A Complete Concordance of the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, generally known as Cruden’s 

Concordance, is a concordance of the King James Bible (KJV) that was singlehandedly created by Alexander 
Cruden. It was first published in 1737 and has not been out of print since then. Art. Thummim, p. 631] 

7
 [Alexander Cruden, 1699–1770, Scottish author of an early concordance to the Bible, proof-reader, publisher, 

and self-styled corrector of the nation’s morals.] 
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Kol (or “Daughter of the divine Voice”), called thummim, could be heard whether by 

Jew, Pagan, or Christian, were there not a fit tabernacle for it. The “tabernacle” was 

simply the archaic telephone of those days of Magic when Occult powers were ac-

quired by Initiation, just as they are now. The nineteenth century has replaced with 

an electric telephone the “tabernacle” of specified metals, wood, and special ar-

rangements, and has natural mediums instead of high priests and hierophants. Why 

should people wonder, then, that instead of reaching Planetary Spirits and Gods, be-

lievers should now communicate with no greater beings than elementals and ani-

mated shells — the demons of Porphyry? Who these were, he tells us candidly in his 

work On the Good and Bad Demons; 

They whose ambition is to be taken for Gods, and whose leader demands to be 

recognized as the Supreme God.
1
 

Ancient divination was always accomplished with the help of the 

spirits of the elements. But there are good as well as bad spirits, 

beneficent and malevolent “gods” in all ages. 

Most decidedly — and it is not the Theosophists who will ever deny the fact — there 

are good as well as bad spirits, beneficent and malevolent “Gods” in all ages. The 

whole trouble was and still is, to know which is which. And this, we maintain, the 

Christian Church knows no more than her profane flock. If anything [238] proves this, 

it is, most decidedly, the numberless theological blunders made in this direction. It is 

idle to call the Gods of the heathen “devils,” and then to copy their symbols in such a 

servile manner, enforcing the distinction between the good and the bad with no 

weightier proof than that they are respectively Christian and Pagan. 

[The planets — the elements of the Zodiac — have not figured only at Heliopolis as 

the twelve stones called the “mysteries of the elements” (elementorum arcana). On the 

authority of many an orthodox Christian writer they were found also in Solomon’s 

temple, and may be seen to this day in several old Italian churches, and even in 

Notre Dame of Paris.] 

Alas, Christians are still worshipping the Jewish Jehovah, the 

“spirit” who spoke through his teraphim.
2
 

One would really say that the warning in Clement’s Stromateis has been given in 

vain, though he is supposed to quote words pronounced by St. Peter. He says: 

Do not adore God as the Jews do, who think they are the only ones to know De-

ity and fail to perceive that, instead of God, they are worshipping angels, arch-

angels, the months, and the moon.
3
 

                                            
1
 De abstinentia II, 41, 42 

2
 [Consult “The Origin of Good and Evil” and “The Original Sin is a Jewish Invention,” in our Black versus 

White Magic Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

3
 Stromateis lib. VI, cap. v 

[The Latin original of this thought is as follows: 

Neque colite ut Judæi: etenim illi, solo se Deum nosse putantes, nesciunt se adorare angelos et archan-
gelos, mensem et lunam. . . . (Migne, Patr. Curs. Compl., Ser., Lat., 1890) 

— Boris de Zirkoff.] 
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Who after reading the above can fail to feel surprise that, notwithstanding such un-

derstanding of the Jewish mistake, the Christians are still worshipping the Jewish 

Jehovah, the Spirit who spoke through his teraphim! That this is so, and that Jeho-

vah was simply the “tutelary genius,” or spirit, of the people of Israel — only one of 

the pneumata tōn stoicheiōn (or “great spirits of the elements”), not even a high 

“Planetary” — is demonstrated on the authority of St. Paul and of Clemens Alexan-

drinus, if the words they use have any meaning. With the latter, the word στοιχεια 

signifies not only elements but also [239] 

Generative cosmological principles, and notably the signs [or constellations] of 

the Zodiac, of the months, days, the sun and the moon.
1
 

The expression is used by Aristotle in the same sense. He says, των αστρων στοιχειω,
2
 

while Diogenes Laërtius calls δωδεκα στοιχεια, the twelve signs of the Zodiac.
3
 Now 

having the positive evidence of Ammianus Marcellinus to the effect that 

Ancient divination was always accomplished with the help of the spirits of the 

elements,
4
 

or the same πνευματα των στοιχειων, and seeing in the Bible, numerous passages that 

 The Israelites, including Saul and David, resorted to the same divination, and 

used the same means; and 

 That it was their “Lord” — namely, Jehovah — who answered them, what else 

can we believe Jehovah to be than a “spiritus elementorum”? 

Hence one sees no great difference between the “idol of the moon” — the Chaldæan 

teraphim through which spoke Saturn — and the idol of ūrīm and thummim, the or-

gan of Jehovah. Occult rites, scientific at the beginning — and forming the most sol-

emn and sacred of sciences — have fallen through the degeneration of mankind into 

Sorcery, now called “superstition.” As Diodorus Siculus explains in his Historical Li-

brary: 

The Kaldhi,
5
 having made long observations on the planets and knowing better 

than anyone else the meaning of their motions and [240] their influences, predict 

to people their futurity. They regard their doctrine of the five great orbs — 

which they call interpreters, and we, planets — as the most important. And 

though they allege that it is the sun that furnishes them with most of the pre-

dictions for great forthcoming events, yet they worship more particularly Saturn 

. . . Such predictions made to a number of kings, especially to Alexander, An-

                                            
1
 Discourse to the Gentiles, p. 146 

[This ref. has not been verified. — Boris de Zirkoff.] 

2
 De generatione animalium, lib. II, iii 

[This refers to Aristotle’s statement concerning a special substance contained in the pneuma, itself contained 

within the semen of man. He says that “this substance is analogous to the element which belongs to the stars.” 
According to other notations, the reference is 736b, line 39. — Boris de Zirkoff.] 

3
 [Ref. in de Mirville, Des Esprits, etc., Vol. IV, p. 77, where the footnote says: Commented on by Ménage, lib. VI, 

101, no definite work by Menage is mentioned, nor any specific ref. to Diogenes Laërtius given.] 

4
 [History, Book XXI, ch. i, 8] 

5
 [Consult “Chaldeans, Hierophants of the Aryan Root-Race,” in our Atlantean Realities Series. — ED. PHIL.] 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


BLACK VERSUS WHITE MAGIC SERIES 

THE ELEMENTAL SPIRITS OF ANCIENT DIVINATION 

Teraphim are the elemental spirits of ancient divination v. 10.20, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 21 March 2023 

Page 10 of 13 

tigonus, Seleucus Nicator, etc., . . . have been so marvellously realized that 

people were struck with admiration.
1
 

[It follows from the above that the declaration made by Qū-tāmy, the Chaldæan 

Adept — to the effect that all that he means to impart in his work to the profane had 

been told by Saturn to the moon, by the latter to her idol, and by that idol, or tera-

phim, to himself, the scribe — no more implied idolatry than did the practice of the 

same method by King David. One fails to perceive in it, therefore, either an apocry-

pha or a “fairy-tale.”] 

The above-named Chaldæan Initiate lived at a period far anterior to that ascribed to 

Moses, in whose day the Sacred Science of the sanctuary was still in a flourishing 

condition. It began to decline only when such scoffers as Lucian had been admitted, 

and the pearls of the Occult Science had been too often thrown to the hungry dogs of 

criticism and ignorance. 

 

Rachel sitting on the Teraphim (1726–1728) Giovanni Battista Tiepolo 

                                            
1
 Hist. Libr., Book II, xxix-xxxi 

[The above excerpt from Diodorus Siculus’ Bibliothēkē istorikē is more in the nature of a summary of his de-

scription, rather than a direct quote from his text. Especially with regard to the sentence mentioning the Sun 
and Saturn. C.H. Oldfather’s translation (Loeb Classical Library) of the entire sentence runs as follows (Book II, 
xxx): 

But above all in importance, they say, is the study of the influence of the five stars known as planets, 
which they call “Interpreters” when speaking of them as a group, but if referring to them singly, the one 
named Cronus by the Greeks, which is the most conspicuous and presages more events and such as are 

of greater importance than the others, they call the star of Helius, whereas the other four they designate 
as the stars of Ares, Aphrodite, Hermes, and Zeus, as do our astrologers. 

— Boris de Zirkoff.] 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

On Black versus White Magic. 

 “A Strange Story by Bulwer-Lytton” 

 “Adoration of male gods led to phallicism and black magic” 

 “Akhund Abdul Ghaffur of Swat” 

 “Ancient Magic in Modern Science” 

 “Animated statues, trophies of the Black Art” 

 “Auras of mediums and adepts” 

 “Between Black and White Magic there is but a cobweb thread” 

 “Black Magic is in full sway amidst mankind” 

 “Black versus White Magic, the two Opposing Powers” 

 “Blavatsky on the author of Phallicism” 

 “Blavatsky on the malignant fever of unsound scepticism” 

 “Buddhist Feminism in Ceylon” 

 “Capital punishment is a relic of Jewish barbarity” 

 “Christian Lectures on Buddhism” 

 “Christianity has retarded the Woman’s progress” 

 “Confessions of Cyprianus, the Penitent Sorcerer of Antioch” 

 “Does your mind elate with self-adoration” 

 “Egyptian Magic, good and bad” 

 “Evil is an illusion caused by the Circle of Necessity” 

 “Evil is the infernal end of the polarity of spirit-matter” 

 “Exact Science versus Archaic Philosophy” 

 “Frightening crying children into silence” 

 “How can a Black Magician be known” 

 “Hugo's La Fin de Satan (1911)” 

 “Hylo-Idealism is a fig leaf for Crass Materialism” 
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 “Insights to the high idealism and quaint wit of Eliphas Levi” 

 “Insights to the Occult Arts” 

 “Instead of Black and White Magic, read selfish and unselfish motive” 

 “Magic is the Occult Knowledge of Natural Law” 

 “Mediumship and Adeptship are poles apart” 

 “No one has the right to control the mind of another” 

 “Occultism and Kabbalah are only masks to hide the sacred truth 

from the profane” 

 “On Astral Intoxication” 

 “On malevolent bewitchments and venomous magic” 

 “Ormuzd and Ahriman are ever opposing powers, yet inseparable 

and interdependent” 

 “Papal dispensation for murder and mayhem” 

 “Phallicism and Phallic Worship” 

 “Presentiments of what lies in the bosom of future” 

 “Psychological and conjuring tricks” 

 “Reflections of an ardent apostle” 

 “Religious conversion means absolute perversion” 

 “Selfishness is the cause of all sin and suffering” 

 “Selfishness is the hallmark of fakirs, hermits, and yogins” 

 “Sin by cruel acquiescence in an unworthy fashion” 

 “Soul-destroying sophistry is fake wisdom” 

 “Spirit and Matter are dual aspects of One Cause” 

 “Spiritual progress is not aided by watching the Astral Light” 

 “The Arabian Nights are echoes from of Lemuria and Atlantis” 

 “The Astral Light reflects images of every thought and action” 

 “The Ensouled Violin” 

 “The Idyll of the White Lotus” 

 “The Origin of Good and Evil” 

 “The Original Sin is a Jewish Invention” 

 “The Pernicious Sophistry of Hypocrisy” 

 “The Pitfalls of Occult Arts and Metaphysical Healing” 

 “The power of the magician is inversely related to his worldly interests” 

 “The process of precipitating handwritten letters explained” 
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 “The Silent Brother” 

 “The spiritual blindness of anthropomorphism” 

 “The Theosophical Society’s position on hypnotism” 

 “Theological anthropomorphism is the parent of materialism” 

 “Theological malice is the root cause of Satanic Magic” 

 “Trained imagination can produce occult phenomena” 

 “True magic is the Gnosis of Pythagoras” 

 “Warning to phenomena seekers” 

 “When theological ethics speak no longer in man” 

 “Why women should avoid the Church like a plague” 

 “Yoga is a wolf in sheep’s clothing” 
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