
Reflections of an ardent apostle v. 10.23, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 21 March 2023 

Page 1 of 12 

Reflections of an ardent 

apostle of materialism on God. 

 
 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


BLACK VERSUS WHITE MAGIC SERIES 

BELIEF IN A HUMAN-LIKE GOD BREEDS SELFISHNESS 

Reflections of an ardent apostle v. 10.23, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 21 March 2023 

Page 2 of 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abstract and train of thoughts 1 

Belief in, and fear of, a human-like god breeds selfishness and 

sensuality. 

Where is God? 

God dwells in the heart of every man; when we wound our brother we wound God. 3 

Letter from J. Hunter to “Lucifer.” 3 

Dawn of Chaos–Theos–Cosmos (Drawing). 6 

Editorial Notes by H.P. Blavatsky. 8 

Suggested reading for students. 

On Black versus White Magic. 9 

On self-adoration and greed. 11 

On the brutal foot of materialism. 11 

The Kingdom of God dwells in every heart. 12 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 Frontispiece by Tatasz. 
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Where is God? 

God dwells in the heart of every man; when we wound our broth-

er we wound God. 

Letter from J. Hunter to “Lucifer.” 

First published in Lucifer, Vol. II (11), July 1888, pp. 417-20. Republished in Blavatsky Collected Writ-

ings, (WHAT IS GOD?) X pp. 42-47. 

I wish to thank you for reply to my former communication. I find I agree to an extent 

with your thought, but not wholly. With your permission I will open out my thought 

on this great subject a little more, if useful. 

I have no conception of Infinite and Boundless as positive existence. The Eternal or 

Absolute Void may be said to be Infinite and Boundless, but this Void is nothing, and 

of which nothing can be predicated; so that Infinite or Boundless and Absolute in 

this respect are non-existent.
1
 You seem to identify Deity with the Original Nothing, 

the absolute Negation. But such Deity has nothing to do with what we call the Some-

thing or the Real, and existence is quite independent of it.
2
 If Deity or God is the 

same as Absolute Nothing, and all things came from Him or It, then something has 

come from nothing, [43] which, philosophy declares, cannot be.
3
 The real, as opposed 

to the unreal, can alone produce that which is real, whatever kind of reality it be, di-

vine, spiritual or natural. In plain words nothing can produce nothing. 

                                            

1
 To some minds, very likely. In the opinion of a Vedāntin or an Eastern Occultist 

this “Boundless” is the one deity and the one reality in this universe of Māyā, and it 

is the one everlasting and uncreated principle — everything else being illusionary, 

because finite, conditioned and transitory. — H.P. Blavatsky. 

[Look up our Drawing, “Dawn of Chaos–Theos–Cosmos,” on page 7. — ED. PHIL.] 

2
 It cannot be independent, since “existence” is precisely that Deity which we call 

“Absolute Existence,” of which nothing can be “independent.” 

3
 Which philosophy? Not Eastern philosophy and metaphysics — the oldest of all. 

Nothing cannot come out of or from another nothing — if the latter word is accepted 

in our finite sense. All comes from Nothing, or NO-THING, Ain-Soph, the Boundless (to 

us) nothingness! but on the plane of Spirit the noumenon of ALL. — H.P. Blavatsky. 
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Something only can produce itself in varied differentiations.
1
 Nothing is the Infinite. 

The Something (universal reality or the all) is the Finite; but (if you like) Infinite in 

this sense that, being all-inclusive, it is bounded by nothing beyond it. If Deity has 

originated form, size, number and motion as attributes of the concrete — spiritual or 

nature
2
 — how could He (allow me to use this pronoun) so have done unless these in 

some way are in Himself. As He has originated all conditions, He surely possesses in 

Himself the original of these conditions; and though He is not conditioned by any-

thing beyond or greater than himself, yet He is Himself the sum total of conditions. 

That is, He is the all of conditions.
3
 As I take it, Deity is the All of the Universe in its 

first, original or originating form, and what we call the evolved universe is Deity in 

his last or ultimate form. It is as if Deity out-breathed Himself forth into vastitude, 

then in-breathed Himself back into minutude.
4
 He [44] is thus the all of substance as 

to Being, and the all of Form and of motions as to Truth. It is an alternation of 

states, the one the state of concentration, the other the state of diffusion or expan-

sion. The Alpha and Omega, making true the saying “the first shall be the last, and 

the last shall be the first.” The Microcosm becomes the Macrocosm [?!] and this 

again resolves itself back into the Microcosmic form and state.
5
 The going forth of 

Deity from the self to the not-self and back again to the self constitutes in the mo-

tions the Age of ages or Eternity, and is the all of Truth, the all of cosmic and univer-

sal history.
6
 

Of course the evolved, universal form, being a result, as to state, is not absolute or 

personal Deity, but only his image or reflection the shadow of the real as it were, an 

administration of the Original Being. I may here be expressing the same as you 

mean, when you call phenomena Maya or illusion, not being absolutely permanent. 

                                            

1
 Our correspondent is very little acquainted, we see, with occult Eastern ideas and 

true metaphysics. The deity he calls “Nothing” and we “No-thing” can produce noth-

ing, for the simple reason that IT is in itself ALL, the Infinite, Boundless and Absolute, 

and that even IT could never produce anything outside of itself, since whatever mani-

fests is ITSELF. — H.P. Blavatsky. 

2
 Lightning is produced by electricity, and is an aspect of the concealed Cause. And 

because that Cause originates the phenomenon shall we call it “lightning” and a 

“He”? — H.P. Blavatsky. 

3
 And why not “She,” the ALL? Just as natural one as the other and, in our opinion, 

quite as incongruous. — H.P. Blavatsky. 

4
 Say, at once, “itself,” instead of “Himself,” and do not make it a personal (on our 

plane) conscious action and you will be nearer the mark of our occult teachings. 

5
 [It is the other way around! — ED. PHIL.] 

6
 This is Kabbalistic and, on the whole, correct, but too indefinite for esoteric philos-

ophy. Does our critic mean to say that it is the microcosm which becomes the Mac-

rocosm, instead of the reverse? (See Editors’ Notes at the end). — H.P. Blavatsky. 
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Yes, yet phenomena are real as appearances. The Māyāvic World is real while it is 

Māyāvic, just as a snowflake is until it melts. 

I have said that the All, as the little Universe evolves itself into the form and state of 

the vast universe; but in the process it exhausts its potencies, and at this stage the 

evolution begins to cease, and involution begins; and Deity the little is recuperated 

by re-absorbing the substances and forms of the Māyāvic Universe, which thus in 

the process of ages ceases to be, returning to the Nirvānic state of Deific concentrat-

ed. Now — a Vedāntist would say — Brahm sleeps on the lotus, and will awake anew 

to create another Māyāvic Universe.
1
 [45] 

The imperfect attempts at statement are but general, and do exclude all that can be 

conceived and known of the manifold planes and ranks of intelligent beings that exist 

in the manifold universe. You seem to think I am very materialistic in thought. But 

mystical thought that denies form to Spirit and thus to Deity, is no proof of superior-

ity or spirituality of intelligence.
2
 

You will perceive the point toward which my line of thought strains. The beings on 

the highest ranges of the Universe are far more glorious in form than those on the 

lower ranges. Those on the terrestrial globes, such as ourselves, are the most shad-

owy, as to our outer forms. He who centres the myriadal hosts of His children, must 

be the most and all-glorious.
3
 But surely this is because He must be the most con-

centrated in substance and the most complex in his form, inconceivably so. The hu-

man forms of the Elohim are as floating shadows compared to Him. His form, as to 

organization and shape, is the Human, the dual human. [!] 

  

                                            
1
 Aye, Brahmā [male] “sleeps” on the lotus during the “nights,” and between the 

“days” of Brahma (neuter). But Brahmā, the Creator, dies and disappears when his 

“age” is at an end, and the hour for the MAHĀ PRALAYA strikes. Then NO-THING reigns 

supreme and alone in Boundless Infinitude and that No-thing is non-differentiated 

space which is no-space, and the ABSOLUTE, “The most excellent male is worshipped 

by men, but the soul of wisdom, THAT in which there are no attributes of name or 

form is worshipped by Sages (Yogīns )” (Vishnu-Purāna). This, then, is the point of 

difference with your correspondent. 

2
 None whatever. It only denotes better knowledge of metaphysics. That which has 

form cannot be absolute. That which is conditioned or bounded by either space, time, 

or any limitation of human conception and growth — cannot be INFINITE, still less 

ETERNAL. — H.P. Blavatsky. 

3
 Undeniably so, “He who centres the myriadal hosts” is not ABSOLUTE DEITY, not 

even its LOGOS, Aja (the unborn), but at best Adam-Kadmon, the Tetragrammaton*  

of the Greeks, and the Brahmā-Vishnu on the Lotus of Space, the HE which disap-

pears with the “Age of Brahm.” — H.P. Blavatsky. 

*[Consult “Tetragrammaton is the Key to Occult Theogony,” in our Secret Doc-

trine’s First Proposition Series. — ED. PHIL.] 
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The infinitesimal cells in His body are the germ points of Solar Systems, to be real-

ized during the ages in the Māyāvic expanses.
1
 

Each plane of existence is organic, and the most refined is the most dense and vital 

and potential. All Spirits are human forms, all the Elohim (if you like) — male and 

female — or two in one — are human forms. In fact, existence is form, Life is form, 

Intelligence, Love and the human affections are based upon and held in the conti-

nent of the human organization, and all lesser or fragmentary formations of mineral, 

vegetable, animal or sphered world, are its production. It is the one Truth, the eter-

nal, the uncreated and [46] unimagined, the continent of universal particulars, The 

All Father-Mother in whom we and all things live and move and have our being. 

Respectfully yours, 

J. HUNTER 

30th April 1888 

 

 

 

 

Dawn of Chaos–Theos–Cosmos (Drawing). 

There now follows, overleaf, a drawing accompanying “The Rope of the Angels,” from 

our Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series. Also consult “Chaos to sense, latent 

deity to reason,” in the same series. — ED. PHIL. 

                                            

1
 Just so, and this is Adam-Kadmon,* the heavenly man, the “male-female” or the 

symbol of the material manifested Universe, whose 10 limbs (or 10 Sephīrōth, the 

numbers) correspond to the zones of the universe, the 3 in 1 of the upper and the 7 

of the lower planes. — H.P. Blavatsky. 

* [There are four Adams, one for each of the preceding Root-Races. 

Adam 1, Kadmon, or Heavenly Man. 

(Second Logos) 

Adam 2, of Genesis, the ethereal, Self-born Astral Sons of Yoga. 

(First Root-Race, Self-Existent) 

Adam 3 plus Eve, the sweat-born, asexual Sons of Passive Yoga. 

(Early Third Root-Race, Lemurian) 

Adam 4, of Genesis, the womb-born men and women. 

(Fourth Root-Race, Atlantean) 

 — Quick overview, compiled by ED. PHIL.] 
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Editorial Notes by H.P. Blavatsky. 

The writer seems a little confused in his ideas. He launches in one place into verbal 

pantheism and then uses language embodying the most curious anthropomorphic 

conceptions. Deity, for instance, is regarded as “outbreathing Himself into vastitude,” 

and as the “all of substance as to Being, and the all of Form and motions, as to 

Truth.” Later on “he” is described as an apparently gigantic organism: 

“His form. . . . . is the Human, the dual human.” 

The “all of Forms” and conditions, merely an enormous hermaphrodite? Why not a 

monkey or elephant, or, still better, a mosaic pieced together out of all the different 

organic types? It is unphilosophical to regard such a thing as the “All of forms,” if it 

only reproduces the human organization, though it may be strictly theological. 

In another place the writer speaks of this anomalous creature — the “All Father-

Mother” — as “unimaginable.” After allusions to the function of its organic cells, its 

human organization, its substance and relation to the Universe, etc., this epithet ap-

pears sufficiently bewildering. We are also assured that “what we call the evolved 

universe is Deity in his last or ultimate form.” Has Deity, then, several forms or 

states? Obviously so, if our critic is identifying him with plane after plane in this 

summary fashion. Such an interpretation would, however, result in the dethrone-

ment of the big Hermaphrodite, the only form Deity patronizes, according to his pre-

sent biographer. 

All argument based on the idea of reading such qualities as “form, size, number and 

motion,” etc., into Deity is necessarily worthless. It utterly ignores the distinction be-

tween Substance and Attribute. Notice, also, such obvious objections as the follow-

ing: 

1 If Deity is a form, he cannot be Infinite because form implies a boundary line 

somewhere. 

2 If Deity can be numbered, polytheism is a truth. 

3 If it possesses size, it is no [47] longer Absolute, size being a relative notion de-

rived from phenomena. 

4 Motion again involves limitation, inasmuch as it only means the passage 

through space of an object. Deity if infinite can have nothing to traverse, and 

like contradictions. 

Our critic objects to being classed among materialistic thinkers; unfortunately for 

him it is his own writings that denounce him as such. For a Deity in form, obviously 

possesses all the qualities which make up matter, viz., extension in space, form, size, 

etc. He must even possess that of colour, to be distinguishable from other objects of 

perception according to him! Where then are we to stop? 

Mr. Hunter’s conceptions are, in fact, so extremely unspiritual, that they far outvie in 

“materialism” the utterances of the most “advanced” agnostics, who, at least, grasp 

one fact, viz: — that the realm of matter and the realm of mind cannot be jumbled up 

at random. 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

On Black versus White Magic. 

 “A Strange Story by Bulwer-Lytton” 

 “Adoration of male gods led to phallicism and black magic” 

 “Akhund Abdul Ghaffur of Swat” 

 “Ancient Magic in Modern Science” 

 “Animated statues, trophies of the Black Art” 

 “Auras of mediums and adepts” 

 “Between Black and White Magic there is but a cobweb thread” 

 “Black Magic is in full sway amidst mankind” 

 “Black versus White Magic, the two Opposing Powers” 

 “Blavatsky on the author of Phallicism” 

 “Blavatsky on the malignant fever of unsound scepticism” 

 “Buddhist Feminism in Ceylon” 

 “Capital punishment is a relic of Jewish barbarity” 

 “Christian Lectures on Buddhism” 

 “Christianity has retarded the Woman’s progress” 

 “Confessions of Cyprianus, the Penitent Sorcerer of Antioch” 

 “Does your mind elate with self-adoration” 

 “Egyptian Magic, good and bad” 

 “Evil is an illusion caused by the Circle of Necessity” 

 “Evil is the infernal end of the polarity of spirit-matter” 

 “Exact Science versus Archaic Philosophy” 

 “Frightening crying children into silence” 

 “How can a Black Magician be known” 

 “Hugo's La Fin de Satan (1911)” 

 “Hylo-Idealism is a fig leaf for Crass Materialism” 
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 “Insights to the high idealism and quaint wit of Eliphas Levi” 

 “Insights to the Occult Arts” 

 “Instead of Black and White Magic, read selfish and unselfish motive” 

 “Magic is the Occult Knowledge of Natural Law” 

 “Mediumship and Adeptship are poles apart” 

 “No one has the right to control the mind of another” 

 “Occultism and Kabbalah are only masks to hide the sacred truth 

from the profane” 

 “On Astral Intoxication” 

 “On malevolent bewitchments and venomous magic” 

 “Ormuzd and Ahriman are ever opposing powers, yet inseparable 

and interdependent” 

 “Papal dispensation for murder and mayhem” 

 “Phallicism and Phallic Worship” 

 “Presentiments of what lies in the bosom of future” 

 “Psychological and conjuring tricks” 

 “Religious conversion means absolute perversion” 

 “Selfishness is the cause of all sin and suffering” 

 “Selfishness is the hallmark of fakirs, hermits, and yogins” 

 “Sin by cruel acquiescence in an unworthy fashion” 

 “Soul-destroying sophistry is fake wisdom” 

 “Spirit and Matter are dual aspects of One Cause” 

 “Spiritual progress is not aided by watching the Astral Light” 

 “Teraphim are the elemental spirits of ancient divination” 

 “The Arabian Nights are echoes from of Lemuria and Atlantis” 

 “The Astral Light reflects images of every thought and action” 

 “The Ensouled Violin” 

 “The Idyll of the White Lotus” 

 “The Origin of Good and Evil” 

 “The Original Sin is a Jewish Invention” 

 “The Pernicious Sophistry of Hypocrisy” 

 “The Pitfalls of Occult Arts and Metaphysical Healing” 

 “The power of the magician is inversely related to his worldly interests” 
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 “The process of precipitating handwritten letters explained” 

 “The Silent Brother” 

 “The spiritual blindness of anthropomorphism” 

 “The Theosophical Society’s position on hypnotism” 

 “Theological anthropomorphism is the parent of materialism” 

 “Theological malice is the root cause of Satanic Magic” 

 “Trained imagination can produce occult phenomena” 

 “True magic is the Gnosis of Pythagoras” 

 “Warning to phenomena seekers” 

 “When theological ethics speak no longer in man” 

 “Why women should avoid the Church like a plague” 

 “Yoga is a wolf in sheep’s clothing” 

 

On self-adoration and greed. 

 “Poverty breeds generosity, wealth greed and selfishness” 

 — in our Down to Earth Series. 

 “What shall we do with our victory?” 

 — in our Hellenic and Hellenistic Papers Series. 

On the brutal foot of materialism. 

 “Without the revival of Aryan philosophy, the West will fall to even 

grosser materialism” 

 — in our Blavatsky Speaks Series. 

 “Materialism, Spiritualism, Monism” 

 — in our Confusing Words Series. 

  “Blavatsky on the materialism of today” 

 — in our Down to Earthy Series. 
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The Kingdom of God dwells in every heart. 

 “Blavatsky rebuts unspiritual conceptions about God” 

 — in our Blavatsky Speaks Series. 

 “Gordon on Fame, that coy goddess” 

 — in our Down to Earth Series. 

 “Godless Buddhism is philosophical agnosticism” 

 “Let your daily life be your temple and god” 

 “The Kingdom of God is within you, by Tolstoy” 

 — in our Living the Life Series. 

 “A Master of Wisdom on God” 

 — in our Masters Speak Series. 

 “Symbolism of the circle dance of the Planets around the Sun-God” 

 — in our Planetary Rounds and Globes Series. 

 “Proposition 1 - God dwells in the heart” 

 — in our Secret Doctrine’s First Proposition Series. 

 “Links between gods and men” 

 — in our Secret Doctrine’s Third Proposition Series. 

 “Aletheia is our god and dogma” 

 “Our God is Humanity and our cult, the love of our fellow-man” 

 — in our Theosophy and Theosophists Series. 
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