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Abstract 1 

Occultists forget self in favour of other selves. 

Spiritists doom other selves to unremitting recollection of their shameful existence. 

No wonder that Spiritualism is yet to produce a single Adept. 

Mediums are blind worshippers of dead thoughts decomposing, which vampirise 

both mediums, and the living. Unlike Adepts, mediums lack self-control. Their raison 

d’être is to transmit unquestionably alien thoughts and passions. Theosophists are 

cautious in ascribing mediumistic communications to any foreign source. 

Rare cases of genuine mediumship may be the outcome of divine knowledge revealed 

to Atlantean stock. 

 

 

                                            
1
 Frontispiece by Sumit Mehndiratta. 
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Occultists forget self 

in favour of other selves. 

 

Spiritists doom other selves 

to unremitting recollection 

of their shameful existence. 

To say of the Occultists, as Mr. Rosen does, that 

they are selfishly occupied in their own salvation, 

that they condemn “the majority of mankind to de-

struction” like the Christians “who doom then to the 

flames of hell” — is unjust and untrue, since with 

the Occultists, forgetfulness of one’s self is the very 

greatest virtue. It is rather the Spiritists who would 

doom the divine monad to a terrible torment, to the 

perpetual recollection of one or more shameful or 

criminal existences, filled with earthly and gross ex-

periences, without the smallest ray of spirituality to 

enlighten them.
1
 

No wonder that Spiritualism is 

yet to produce a single Adept. 

Occult philosophy rests upon the accumulate psy-

chic facts of thousands of years. Spiritualism is but 

thirty-five years old, and has not as yet produced 

one recognized non-mediumistic adept.
2
 

Mediums are blind worshippers 

of dead thoughts decomposing, 

We have had, as said before, to hold our own against 

the Spiritists, in the name of Truth and Spiritual 

Science. Not against the students of the true psychic 

knowledge, nor against the enlightened Spiritualists; 

but against the lower order of phenomenalists — the 

blind worshippers of illusionary phantoms of the 

Dead.
3
 

Which vampirise both 

mediums, and the living. 

Once in the other world, the principles constituting 

the defunct separate thus: 

1. the vital principle leaves the body; 

2. the body dissolves; the astral spirit evaporates 

with the last physical atom. 

Of the lower quaternary, there remains the Kāma-

rūpa, i.e., the périspirit of the human animal. As for 

                                            
1
 Blavatsky Collected Writings, (THEOSOPHY AND SPIRITISM) V p. 46 

2
 ibid., (SPIRIT IDENTITY AND RECENT SPECULATIONS) IV p. 598 

3
 ibid., (SECOND LETTER OF H.P. BLAVATSKY TO THE AMERICAN CONVENTION) XI p. 164 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/


BLACK VERSUS WHITE MAGIC SERIES 

MEDIUMSHIP VERSUS ADEPTSHIP 

Mediumship and Adeptship are poles apart v. 02.57, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 21 March 2023 

Page 4 of 9 

the upper triad, it leaves the lower quaternary; and 

the Spirit with its vehicle, the divine Soul, accompa-

nied by the Spiritual aroma of manas, reunited in the 

Unity of the immortal Ego, are found in the happy 

state of Devachan. Of the inferior part of the manas 

(human soul), the périspirit (animal soul) preserves 

just enough instinct to seek out and vampirise me-

diums. Its destiny is to evaporate later on. Until 

then, it exists merely on the life and intelligence of 

the living (mediums and believers) who are weak 

enough to allow themselves to be possessed; it is 

thus but a miserable borrowed life.
1
 

Unlike Adepts, mediums 

lack self-control, 

. . . only such persons shall be considered mediums, 

who allow other beings to influence then . . . to such 

an extent that they lose their self-control and have no 

more power or will of their own to regulate their own 

actions.
2
 

Their raison d’être is to 

transmit unquestionably 

alien thoughts and passions. 

“A medium is a person through whom the action of 

another being is said to be manifested and transmit-

ted to an abnormal extent by the consciously or un-

consciously active will of that other being.”
3
 

From all this it follows that the exercise of medi-

umship consists in the more or less complete giving 

up of self-control, and whether this exercise is good 

or bad, depends entirely on the use that is made of it 

and the purpose for which is done. This again de-

pends on the degree of knowledge which the medi-

umistic person possesses, in regard to the nature of 

the being to whose care he either voluntarily or in-

voluntarily relinquishes for a time the guardianship 

of his physical or intellectual powers.
4
 

Theosophists are cautious 

in ascribing mediumistic 

communications to any 

foreign source. 

Our Theosophical doctrine is that one is never safe 

in ascribing mediumistic communications to any 

foreign source until the wonderful intrinsic capabili-

ties of the human mind incarnate have all been tak-

en into account.
5
 

 

 

                                            
1
 Blavatsky Collected Writings, (PSYCHOLOGY OF ANCIENT EGYPT) X p. 62 

2
 ibid., (ARE CHELAS “MEDIUMS?”) VI p. 225 

3
 ibid., VI p. 224; [defining mediums.] 

4
 ibid., VI p. 226 

5
 ibid., (NOTE TO “UNDER THE SHADOW OF GREAT NAMES”) IV p. 605 
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Rare cases of genuine 

mediumship may be the 

outcome of divine knowledge 

revealed to Atlantean stock. 

The result and outcome of primitive Revelation to the 

earlier races by their “Divine Dynasties,” the kings-

instructors, became innate knowledge in the Fourth 

race, that of the Atlanteans; and that knowledge is 

now called in its rare cases of “abnormal” genuine 

manifestation, mediumship. The secret history of the 

world, preserved only in far-away secure retreats, 

would alone, if told unreservedly, inform the present 

generations of the powers that lie latent, and to most 

unknown, in man and nature. It was the fearful 

misuse of magic by the Atlanteans, that led their 

race to utter destruction, and — to oblivion.
1
 

                                            
1
 Blavatsky Collected Writings, (ANCIENT MAGIC IN MODERN SCIENCE) VII p. 93 

Illustration above by Inga Nielsen 
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Ten Principles of Magic. 

From Isis Unveiled, II pp. 587-90. 

1 There is no miracle. Everything that happens is the result of law — eternal, im-

mutable, ever active. . . . 

2 Nature is triune: there is a visible, objective nature; an invisible, indwelling, ener-

gizing nature, the exact model of the other, and its vital principle; and, above 

these two, spirit, source of all forces, alone eternal and indestructible. The lower 

two constantly change; the higher third does not. 

3 Man is also triune: he has his objective, physical body; his vitalizing astral body 

(or soul), the real man; and these two are brooded over and illuminated by the 

third — the sovereign, the immortal spirit. When the real man succeeds in merg-

ing himself with the latter, he becomes an immortal entity. 

4 Magic, as a science, is the knowledge of these principles, and of the way by which 

the omniscience and omnipotence of the spirit and its control over nature’s forces 

may be acquired by the individual while still in the body. Magic, as an art, is the 

application of this knowledge in practice. 

5 Arcane knowledge misapplied, is sorcery; beneficently used, true magic or WIS-

DOM. 

6 Mediumship is the opposite of adeptship; the medium is the passive instrument 

of foreign influences, the adept actively controls himself and all inferior potencies. 

7 All things that ever were, that are, or that will be, having their record upon the 

astral light, or tablet of the unseen universe, the initiated adept, by using the vi-

sion of his own spirit, can know all that has been known or can be known. 

8 Races of men differ in spiritual gifts as in colour, stature, or any other external 

quality; among some peoples seership naturally prevails, among others medi-

umship. Some are addicted to sorcery, and transmit its secret rules of practice 

from generation to generation, with a range of psychical phenomena, more or less 

wide, as the result. 

9 One phase of magical skill is the voluntary and conscious withdrawal of the inner 

man (astral form) from the outer man (physical body). In the cases of some medi-

ums withdrawal occurs, but it is unconscious and involuntary. With the latter the 

body is more or less cataleptic at such times; but with the Adept the absence of 

the astral form would not be noticed, for the physical senses are alert, and the 

individual appears only as though in a fit of abstraction — “a brown study,” as 

some call it. 

10 The cornerstone of MAGIC is an intimate practical knowledge of magnetism and 

electricity, their qualities, correlations, and potencies. Especially necessary is a 

familiarity with their effects in and upon the animal kingdom and man. . . . In a 

few words, MAGIC is spiritual WISDOM; nature, the material ally, pupil and servant 

of the magician. 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

On Black versus White Magic. 

 “A Strange Story by Bulwer-Lytton” 

 “Adoration of male gods led to phallicism and black magic” 

 “Akhund Abdul Ghaffur of Swat” 

 “Ancient Magic in Modern Science” 

 “Animated statues, trophies of the Black Art” 

 “Auras of mediums and adepts” 

 “Between Black and White Magic there is but a cobweb thread” 

 “Black Magic is in full sway amidst mankind” 

 “Black versus White Magic, the two Opposing Powers” 

 “Blavatsky on the author of Phallicism” 

 “Blavatsky on the malignant fever of unsound scepticism” 

 “Buddhist Feminism in Ceylon” 

 “Capital punishment is a relic of Jewish barbarity” 

 “Christian Lectures on Buddhism” 

 “Christianity has retarded the Woman’s progress” 

 “Confessions of Cyprianus, the Penitent Sorcerer of Antioch” 

 “Does your mind elate with self-adoration” 

 “Egyptian Magic, good and bad” 

 “Evil is an illusion caused by the Circle of Necessity” 

 “Evil is the infernal end of the polarity of spirit-matter” 

 “Exact Science versus Archaic Philosophy” 

 “Frightening crying children into silence” 

 “How can a Black Magician be known” 

 “Hugo's La Fin de Satan (1911)” 

 “Hylo-Idealism is a fig leaf for Crass Materialism” 

 “Insights to the high idealism and quaint wit of Eliphas Levi” 
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 “Insights to the Occult Arts” 

 “Instead of Black and White Magic, read selfish and unselfish motive” 

 “Magic is the Occult Knowledge of Natural Law” 

 “No one has the right to control the mind of another” 

 “Occultism and Kabbalah are only masks to hide the sacred truth 

from the profane” 

 “On Astral Intoxication” 

 “On malevolent bewitchments and venomous magic” 

 “Ormuzd and Ahriman are ever opposing powers, yet inseparable 

and interdependent” 

 “Papal dispensation for murder and mayhem” 

 “Phallicism and Phallic Worship” 

 “Presentiments of what lies in the bosom of future” 

 “Psychological and conjuring tricks” 

 “Reflections of an ardent apostle” 

 “Religious conversion means absolute perversion” 

 “Selfishness is the cause of all sin and suffering” 

 “Selfishness is the hallmark of fakirs, hermits, and yogins” 

 “Sin by cruel acquiescence in an unworthy fashion” 

 “Soul-destroying sophistry is fake wisdom” 

 “Spirit and Matter are dual aspects of One Cause” 

 “Spiritual progress is not aided by watching the Astral Light” 

 “Teraphim are the elemental spirits of ancient divination” 

 “The Arabian Nights are echoes from of Lemuria and Atlantis” 

 “The Astral Light reflects images of every thought and action” 

 “The Ensouled Violin” 

 “The Idyll of the White Lotus” 

 “The Origin of Good and Evil” 

 “The Original Sin is a Jewish Invention” 

 “The Pernicious Sophistry of Hypocrisy” 

 “The Pitfalls of Occult Arts and Metaphysical Healing” 

 “The power of the magician is inversely related to his worldly interests” 

 “The process of precipitating handwritten letters explained” 

 “The Silent Brother” 
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 “The spiritual blindness of anthropomorphism” 

 “The Theosophical Society’s position on hypnotism” 

 “Theological anthropomorphism is the parent of materialism” 

 “Theological malice is the root cause of Satanic Magic” 

 “Trained imagination can produce occult phenomena” 

 “True magic is the Gnosis of Pythagoras” 

 “Warning to phenomena seekers” 

 “When theological ethics speak no longer in man” 

 “Why women should avoid the Church like a plague” 

 “Yoga is a wolf in sheep’s clothing” 
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