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HE WORD “PRECIPITATION” MEANS TO THROW UPON OR WITHIN. This term 

is used in chemistry to describe the fact of a substance, held or suspended in 

fluid, being made to disengage itself from the intimate union with the fluid 

and to fall upon the bottom of the receptacle in which it is held; in the use of applied 

electricity it may be used to describe the throwing upon a metal or other plate, of 

particles of another metal held in suspension in the fluid of the electric bath. These 

two things are done every day in nearly all the cities of the world, and are so common 

as to be ordinary. In photography the same effect is described by the word “develop,” 

which is the appearing on the surface of the sensitized gelatine plate of the image 

caught by the camera. In chemical precipitation the atoms fall together and become 

visible as a separate substance in the fluid; in photography the image made by an 

alteration of the atoms composing the whole surface appears in the mass of the sen-

sitized plate. 

In both cases we have the coming forth into visibility of that which before was invisi-

ble. In the case of precipitation of a substance in the form of a powder at the bottom 

of the receptacle containing the fluid, there is distinctly, 

Before the operation an invisibility of a mass of powder, 

Upon applying the simple means for precipitation the sudden coming into sight 

of that which was before unseen. 

And precisely as the powder may be precipitated in the fluid, so also from the air 

there can be drawn and precipitated the various metals and substances suspended 

therein. This has been so often done by chemists and others that no proofs are need-

ed. 

The ancients and all the occultists of past and present have always asserted that all 

metals, substances, pigments, and materials exist in the air held in suspension, and 

this has been admitted by modern science. Gold, silver, iron and other metals may 

be volatilized by heat so as to float unseen in the air, and this is also brought about 

every day in various mines and factories of the world. It may therefore be regarded as 

established beyond controversy that as a physical fact precipitation of substances, 
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whether as merely carbon or metal, is possible and is done every day. We can then 

take another step with the subject. 

Is it possible to precipitate by will-power and use of occult laws upon a surface of 

wood, paper, metal, stone, or glass a mass of substance in lines or letters or other 

combinations so as to produce an intelligible picture or a legible message? For mod-

ern science this is not possible, yet; for the Adept it is possible, has been done, and 

will be still performed. It has also been done unintelligently and as mere passive 

agents or channels, among mediums in the ranks of European and American spirit-

ualists. But in this latter case it has the value, and no more than that, of the opera-

tions of nature upon and with natural objects, to be imitated by conscious and intel-

ligently acting man when he has learned how, by what means, and when. The 

medium is only a passive controlled agent or channel who is ignorant of the laws and 

forces employed, as well as not knowing what is the intelligence at work, nor whether 

that intelligence is outside of a part of the medium. 

The Adept, on the other hand, knows how such a precipitation can be done, what 

materials may be used, where those materials are obtainable, how they can be drawn 

out of the air, and what general and special laws must be taken into account. That 

this operation can be performed I know of my own knowledge; I have seen it done, 

watching the process as it proceeded, and have seen the effect produced without a 

failure. One of these instances I will give later on. 

Precipitation of words or messages from Adepts has been much spoken of in the 

Theosophical Society’s work, and the generality of persons have come to some wrong 

conclusions as to what they must be like, as well as how they are done and what ma-

terials may be and are used. Most suppose as follows: 

1 That the precipitate messages are on rice paper; 

2 That they are invariably in one or two colours of some sort of chalk or carbon; 

3 That in every case they are incorporated into the fibre of the paper so as to be 

ineradicable; 

4 That in each case when finished they came from Tibet or some other distant 

place invisibly through the air; 

5 That all of them are done by the hand of the Adept and are in his handwriting 

as commonly used by him or them. 

While it is true in fact that each of the above particulars may have been present in 

some of the cases and that every one of the above is possible, it is not correct that 

the above are right as settled facts and conclusions. For the way, means, methods, 

conditions, and results of precipitation are as varied and numerous as any other op-

eration of nature. The following is laid down by some of the masters of this art as 

proper to be kept in mind. 

 A precipitated picture or message may be on any sort of paper. 

 It may be in black or any other pigment. 

 It may be in carbon, chalk, ink, paint, or other fluid or substance. 
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 It may be on any sort of surface or any kind of material. 

 It may be incorporated in the fibre of the paper and be thus ineffaceable, or lie 

upon the surface and be easily eradicated. 

 It may come through the air as a finished message on paper or otherwise, or it 

may be precipitated at once at the place of reception on any kind of substance 

and in any sort of place. 

 It is not necessary in the handwriting of the Adept, and may be in the hand 

comprehended by the recipient and a language foreign to the Adept, or it may 

be in the actual hand of the Adept, or lastly in a cipher known to a few and not 

decipherable by anyone without its key. 

 As matter of fact the majority of the messages precipitated or sent by the 

Adepts in the history of the Theosophical Society have been in certain forms of 

English writing not the usual writing of those Adepts, but adopted for use in 

the Theosophical movement because of a foreknowledge that the principal lan-

guage of that movement would for some time be the English. 

Some messages have been written and precipitated in Hindu or Urdu, some in Hin-

dustani, and some in a cipher perfectly unintelligible to all but a few persons. These 

assertions I make upon personal knowledge founded on observation, on confirmation 

through an inspection of messages, and on logical deduction made from facts and 

philosophical propositions. In the first place, the Adepts referred to — and not in-

cluding silent ones of European birth — are Asiatics whose languages are two differ-

ent Indian ones: hence their usual handwriting is not English and not Roman in let-

ters. Secondly, it is a fact long suspected and to many well-known both in and out of 

the Theosophical Society that the Fraternity of Adepts has a cipher which they em-

ploy for many of their communications: that, being universal, is not their handwrit-

ing. Thirdly, in order to send any one a precipitated message in English it is not nec-

essary for the Adept to know that language; if you know it, that is enough; for, 

putting the thought in your brain, he sees it there as your language in your brain, 

and using that model causes the message to appear. But if he is acquainted with the 

language you use, it is all the easier for the Adept to give you the message exactly as 

he forms it in his brain at first. The same law applies to all cases of precipitation by 

an alleged spirit through a medium who does not know at all how it is done; in such 

a case it is all done by natural and chiefly irresponsible agents who can only imitate 

what is in the brains concerned in the matter. 

These points being considered, the questions remain, How is it all done, what is the 

process, what are the standards of judgment, of criticism, and of proof to the outer 

sense, is imposition possible, and, if so how may it be prevented? 

As to the last, the element of faith or confidence can never be omitted until one has 

gotten to a stage where within oneself the true standard and power of judging are de-

veloped. Just as forgery may be done on this physical plane, so also may it be done 

on the other and unseen planes and its results shown on this. Ill-disposed souls may 

work spiritual wickedness, and ignorant living persons may furnish idle, insincere, 

and lying models or not only ill-disposed souls that are out of the body, but also for 

mere sprites that are forces in nature of considerable power but devoid of conscience 
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and mind. Mind is not needed in them, for they use the mind of man, and merely 

with this aid work the hidden laws of matter. But this furnishes some protection il-

lustrated in the history of spiritualism, where so many messages are received that on 

their face are nonsense and evidently but the work of elementals who simply copy 

what the medium or the sitter is vainly holding in mind. In those cases some good 

things have come, but they are never beyond the best thought of the persons who, 

living, thus attempt to speak with the dead. 

Any form of writing once written on earth is imprinted in the astral light and remains 

there as model. And if it has been used much, it is all the more deeply imprinted. 

Hence the fact that H.P. Blavatsky, who once was the means for messages coming 

from the living Adepts, is dead and gone is not a reason why the same writing should 

not be used again. It was used so much in letters to Mr. Sinnett from which Esoteric 

Buddhism was written and in many other letters from the same source that its model 

or matrix is deeply cut in the astral light. For it would be folly and waste of time for 

the Adepts to make new models every time anyone died. They would naturally use 

the old model. There is no special sanctity in the particular model used by them, and 

any good clairvoyant can find that matrix in the astral light. Hence from this, if true, 

two things follow: 

1 That new communications need not be in a new style of writing, and 

2 There is a danger that persons who seek either clairvoyants or mesmerized lu-

cides may be imposed on and made to think they have messages from the 

Adepts, when in fact they have only imitations. 

The safeguard therein is that, if these new messages are not in concordance with old 

ones known to be from their first appointed channel, they are not genuine in their 

source, however phenomenally made. Of course for the person who has the power 

inside to see for himself, the safeguard is different and more certain. This position 

accords with occult philosophy, it has been stated by the Adepts themselves, it is 

supported by the facts of psychic investigation inside the ranks of Spiritualism, of 

Theosophy, of human life. 

It is well known that mediums have precipitated messages on slates, on paper, and 

on even human skin, which in form and manner exactly copied the hand of one dead 

and gone, and also of the living. The model for the writing was in the aura of the en-

quirer, as most mediums are not trained enough to be able independently to seek out 

and copy astral models not connected with someone present. I exclude all cases 

where the physical or astral hand of the medium wrote the message, for the first is 

fraud and the second a psychological trick. In the last case, the medium gazing into 

the astral light sees the copy or model there and merely makes a facsimile of what is 

thus seen, but which is invisible to the sitter. There is no exemption from law in fa-

vour of the Adepts, and the images they make or cause to be made in astral ether 

remain as the property of the race; indeed in their case, as they have a sharp and 

vivid power of engraving, so today in the astral light, all the images made there by 

them are deeper and more lasting than those cut by the ordinary and weak thoughts 

and acts of our undeveloped humanity. 
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The best rules for those who happen to think they are in communication with Adepts 

through written messages is to avoid those that contradict what the Adepts have said 

before; that give the lie to their system of philosophy; that, as has happened, pretend 

that H.P. Blavatsky was mistaken in her life for what she said and is now sorry. All 

such, whether done with intention or without it, are merely bombinans in vacuo,
1
 

sound that has no significance, a confusion between words and knowledge delusive 

and vain altogether. And as we know that the Adepts have written that they have no 

concern with the progress of selfish science, it must be true that messages which go 

on merely to the end of establishing some scientific proposition or that are not for the 

furtherance especially of Brotherhood cannot be from them, but are the product of 

other minds, a mere extension through occult natural law of theories of weak men. 

This leads to the proposition that: 

Precipitation of a message is not per se evidence that it is from one of our White 

Adepts of the Great Lodge. 

 

The outer senses cannot give a safe final judgment upon a precipitated message, they 

can only settle such physical questions as how it came, through whom, the credibil-

ity of the person, and whether any deception on the objective plane has been prac-

ticed. The inner senses, including the great combining faculty or power of intuition, 

are the final judges. The outer have to do solely with the phenomenal part, the inner 

deal with the causes and the real actors and powers. 

As precipitations have been phenomenally made through “controlled” mediums who 

are themselves ignorant of the laws and forces at work, these are but strange phe-

nomena proving the existence of a power in Nature either related to human mind or 

wholly unrelated to it. These are not the exercise of Occult Arts, but simply the oper-

ation of natural law, however recondite and obscure. They are like the burning of a 

flame, the falling of water, or the rush of the lightning, whereas when the Adept 

causes a flame to appear where there is no wick, or a sound to come where there is 

no vibrating visible surface, occult art is using the same laws and forces which the 

medium are automatically and unconsciously operated by subtle parts of the medi-

um’s nature and “nature spirits,” as well as what we know as Kama-lokic human en-

tities, in combination. And here the outer senses deal solely with the outer phenom-

ena, being unable to touch in the least on the unseen workings behind. So they can 

only decide whether a physical fraud has been practiced; they can note the day, the 

hour, the surrounding circumstances, but no more. 

But if one hitherto supposed to be in communication with the White Adepts comes to 

us and says “Here is a message from one of Those,” then if we have not independent 

power in ourselves of deciding the question on inner knowledge, the next step is ei-

ther to believe the report or disbelieve it. In the case of H.P. Blavatsky, in whose 

presence and through whom messages were said to come from the White Adepts, it 

was all the time, at the final analysis, a matter of faith in those who confessedly had 

                                            
1
 [Quoting Rabelais’ Chimaera bombinans in vacuo, etc., a grotesque product of imagination buzzing in empty 

space.] 
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and have no independent personal power to know by the use of their own inner 

senses. But there intuition, one of the inner powers, decided for the genuineness of 

the report and the authentication of the messages. She herself put it tersely in this 

way: “If you think no Mahatma wrote the theories I have given of man and nature 

and if you do not believe my report, then you have to conclude that I did it all.” The 

latter conclusion would lead to the position that her acts, phenomena, and writings 

put her in the position usually accorded by us to a Mahatma. As to the letters, mes-

sages of a personal nature, each one had and has to decide for himself whether or 

not to follow the advice given. 

Another class of cases is where a message is found in a closed letter, on the margin 

or elsewhere on the sheet. The outer senses decide whether the writer of the letter 

inserted the supposed message or had someone else do it, and that must be decided 

on what is known of the character of the person. If you decide that the correspondent 

did not write it nor have anyone else do so, but that it was injected phenomenally, 

then the inner senses must be used. If they are untrained, certainly the matter be-

comes one of faith entirely, unless intuition is strong enough to decide correctly that 

a wise as well as powerful person caused the writing to appear there. Many such 

messages have been received in the history of the T.S. Some came in one way, some 

in another; one might be in a letter from a member of the Society, another in a letter 

from an outsider wholly ignorant of these matters. In every case, unless the recipient 

had independent powers developed within, no judgment on mere outer phenomena 

would be safe. 

It is very difficult to find cases such as the above, because first, they are extremely 

rare, and second, the persons involved do not wish to relate them, since the matter 

transmitted had a purely personal bearing. A fancy may exist that in America or Eng-

land or London such messages, generally considered bogus by enemies and outsid-

ers, are being constantly sent and received, and that persons in various quarters are 

influenced to this or that course of action by them, but this is pure fancy, without 

basis in fact so far as the knowledge and experience of the writer extend. While pre-

cipitations phenomenally by the White Adepts in communicating with those thus fa-

voured. They had disciples with whom communication is already established and 

carried on, most generally through the inner ear and eye, but sometimes through the 

prosaic mail. In these cases no one else is involved and no one else has the right to 

put questions. The disciple reserves his communications for the guidance of his own 

action, unless he or she is directed to tell another. To spread broadcast a mass of 

written communications among those who are willing to accept them without know-

ing how to judge would be the sheerest folly, only productive of superstition and 

blind credulity. And this digression will be excused, it being necessary because the 

subject of precipitation as a fact has been brought up very prominently. I may fur-

ther digress to say that no amount of precipitations, however clear of doubt and 

fraud as to time, place, and outward method, would have the slightest effect on my 

mind or action unless my own intuition and inner senses confirmed them and 

showed them to be from a source which should call for my attention and concur-

rence. 
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How, then is this precipitation done, and what is the process? This question brings 

up the whole of the philosophy offered in the Secret Doctrine. For if the postulate of 

the metaphysical character of the Cosmos is denied, if the supreme power of the dis-

ciplined mind is not admitted, if the actual existence of an inner and real world is 

negatived, if the necessity and power of the image-making faculty are disallowed, 

then such precipitation is an impossibility, always was, and always will be. Power 

over mind, matter, space, and time depends on several things and positions. Needed 

for this are: Imagination raised to its highest limit, desire combined with will that 

wavers not, and a knowledge of the occult chemistry of Nature. All must be present 

or there will be no result. 

Imagination is the power to make in the ether an image. This faculty is limited by 

any want of the training of the mind and increased by good mental development. In 

ordinary persons imagination is only a vain and fleeting fancy which makes but a 

small impression comparatively in the ether. This power, when well-trained, makes a 

matrix in ether wherein each line, word, letter, sentence, colour, or other mark is 

firmly and definitely made. Will, well-trained, must then be used to draw from the 

ether the matter to be deposited, and then, according to the laws of such an opera-

tion, the depositing matter collects in masses within the limits of the matrix and be-

comes from its accumulation visible on the surface selected. The will, still at work, 

has then to cut off the mass of matter from its attraction to that from whence it 

came. This is the whole operation, and who then is the wiser? Those learned in the 

schools laugh, and well they may, for there is not in science anything to correspond, 

and many of the positions laid down are contrary to several received opinions. But in 

Nature there are vast numbers of natural effects produced by ways wholly unknown 

to science, and Nature does not mind the laughter, nor should any disciple. 

But how is it possible to inject such a precipitation into a closed letter? The ether is 

all-pervading, and the envelope or any other material bar is no bar to it. In it is car-

ried the matter to be deposited, and as the whole operation is done on the other side 

of visible nature up to the actual appearance of the deposit, physical obstructions do 

not make the slightest difference. 

It is necessary to return for a moment to the case of precipitations through mediums. 

Here the matrix needs to trained imagination to make it nor trained will to hold it. In 

the astral light the impressions are cut and remain immovable; these are used by the 

elementals and other forces at work, and no disturbing will of sitter being able to in-

terfere — simply from blind ignorance — there is no disturbance of the automatic 

unconscious work. In the sitter’s aura are thousands of impressions which remain 

unmoved because all attention has been long ago withdrawn. And the older or sim-

pler they are the more firmly do they exist. These constitute also a matrix through 

which the nature spirits work. 

I can properly finish this with the incident mentioned at the beginning. It was with 

H.P. Blavatsky I was sitting in her room beside her, the distance between us being 

some four feet. In my hand I held a book she never had had in her possession and 

that I had just taken from the mail. It was clear of all marks, its title page was fresh 

and clean, no one had touched it since it left the bookseller. I examined its pages and 

began to read. In about five minutes a very powerful current of what felt like electrici-
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ty ran up and down my side on the skein, and I looked up at her. She was looking at 

me and said: “What do you read?” I had forgotten the title, as it was one I had never 

seen before, and so I turned back to the title page. There at the top on the margin 

where it had not been before was a sentence of two lines in writing in ink, and the 

ink was wet, and the writing was that of H.P. Blavatsky who sat before me. She had 

not touched the book, but by her knowledge of occult law, occult chemistry, and oc-

cult will, she had projected out of the ink-bottle before her the ink to make the sen-

tence, and of course it was in her own handwriting, as that was the easiest way to do 

it. Hence my own physical system was used to do the work, and the instant of its do-

ing was when I felt the shock on the skin. This is to be explained in the way I have 

outlined, or it is to be all brushed aside as a lie or as a delusion of mine. But those 

last I cannot accept, for I know to the contrary, and further I know that the advice, 

for such it was, in that sentence was good. I followed it and the result was good. Sev-

eral other times also have I seen her precipitate on different surfaces, and she always 

said it was not proof of anything whatever save the power to do the thing, admitting 

that black and white magicians could do the same thing, and saying that the only 

safety for anyone in the range of such forces was to be pure in motive, in thought, 

and in act. 
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UST AS WE HAVE SEEN THAT PRECIPITATION is known to material science in 

electroplating and other arts, so also is it true that in most departments of ap-

plied science disintegration is understood, and that here and there reintegration 

of such substances as diamonds has been successfully accomplished. But these are 

all by mechanical or chemical processes. The question here is, whether — as in re-

spect to precipitation — the occult powers of man and nature can bring about the 

results. Has anyone ever reduced a solid object to impalpable powder and then at a 

distant place restored the object to its former state? And, if so, how is it done? As to 

the first, I can only say that I have seen this done, and that many testimonies have 

been offered by others at various times for the same thing. In the records of Spiritu-

alism there are a great many witnesses to this effect, and accepting all cases in that 

field which are free from fraud the same remarks as were made about precipitation 

apply. With mediums it is unconsciously done; the laws governing the entire thing 

are unexplained by the medium or the alleged spirits; the whole matter is involved in 

obscurity so far as that cult is concerned, and certainly the returning spooks will give 

no answer until they find it in the brain of some living person. But the fact remains 

that among powerful physical mediums the operation has been performed by some 

unknown force acting under hidden guidance, itself as obscure. 

This feat is not the same as apportation, the carrying or projecting of an object 

through space, whether it be a human form or any other thing. Buddhist and Hindu 

stories alike teem with such apportations; it is alleged of Apollonius the Greek, of 

Tyana; Christian saints are said to have been levitated and carried. In the Buddhist 

stories many of the immediate disciples of Buddha, both during his life and after his 

death, are said to have flown through the air from place to place; and in the history 

of Rama, some ascetics and Hanuman the monkey god are credited with having so 

levitated themselves. 

So many metals and minerals may be volatilized that we may take it as a general rule 

that all — until an exception is met with — are volatile under the proper conditions. 

Gold is slow in this respect, some observers having kept it heated for two months 

with no loss of weight, and others found a small loss after exposing it to violent heat; 

a charge of electricity will dissipate it. Silver volatilizes at red heat, and iron can also 

be similarly affected. But when we come to wood or softer vegetable matter, the sepa-

ration of its atoms from each other is more easily accomplished. The process of disin-

tegrating by the use of occult forces and powers is akin to what we can do on the ma-

terial plane. The result is the same, however the means employed may vary; that is, 

the molecules are pressed apart from each other and kept so. If by mechanical, 

chemical, and electrical processes man can bring about this result, there is no rea-

son, save in an asserted unproved denial, why it may not be done by the use of the 

mind and will. Rarity or unusualness proves nothing; when the telegraph was new 

J 
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its rarity proved nothing against its actuality; and it is every day becoming more the 

fashion to admit than it is to deny the possibility of anything in the realm opened up 

by our knowledge of electricity, while the probability is left merely to suspended 

judgment. 

Passing from material science to the medical researches into hypnotism, we find 

there the stepping-stone between the purely mechanical physical processes and the 

higher subtler realm of the mind, the will, and the imagination. Here we see that the 

powerful forces wielded by the mind are able to bring about effects on bone, flesh, 

blood, and skin equal in measure to many processes of disintegration or volatiliza-

tion. But in every-day life we have similar suggestive facts. In the blush and the cold 

chill which come instantaneously over the whole frame, spreading in a second from 

the mental source, are effects upon matter made directly from mind. Even a recollec-

tion of an event can easily bring on this physical effect. In hypnotic experiments the 

skin, blood, and serum may be altered so as to bring out all the marks and changes 

of a burn or abrasion. In these cases the mind influenced by another mind makes an 

image through which the forces act to cause the changes. It is possible because, as 

so often asserted by the ancient sages, the Universe is really Will and Idea, or, as is 

so well put in a letter from one of the Adepts, “the machinery of the cosmos is not 

only occult, it is ideal: and the higher metaphysics must be understood if one is to 

escape from the illusions under which men labour and which will continually lead 

them into the adoption of false systems respecting life and nature in consequence of 

the great ‘collective hallucination’ in which modern scientific persons glory so much, 

but which they do not call by that name.”
2
 

So much, then, being briefly premised, it is said by the schools of occultism, known 

not only since the rise of the Theosophical movement but followed for ages in the 

East and continued down to the present day in India — that the trained man by the 

use of his will, mind, and imagination can disintegrate an object, send it along cur-

rents definitely existing in space, transport the mass of atoms to a distant place, 

passing them through certain obstacles, and reintegrating the object at the given dis-

tant spot exactly with the same visibility, limits, and appearance as it had when first 

taken up for transport. But this has its limitations. It cannot ordinarily be done with 

a human living body. That would require such an expenditure of force and so inter-

fere with the right of life that it may be excluded altogether. Size and resistance of 

obstacle have also to do with success or failure. Omnipotence or a sort that may 

transcend law is not admitted in Occultism; that the Adepts pointed out when they 

wrote that if they could at one stroke turn the world into an arcadia for lofty souls 

they would do so, but the world can only be conquered step by step and under the 

rule of law. It is the same in all operations that copy nature either chemically or me-

chanically. Hence it is said in these schools that “there are failures in occult art as 

well as among men.” Such failures come from an inability to cope with limiting con-

ditions. 

We can analyse the phenomenon of disintegration and transport of mass of matter 

and reintegration in this way: There is the operator who must know how to use his 

                                            
2
 From an unpublished letter. 
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will, mind, and imagination. Next is the object to be dealt with. Then there is the re-

sisting obstacle through which it may have to pass; and the air, either, and astral 

light through which it travels. Lastly is the question whether or not there is the force 

called cohesion, by means of which masses of matter are held together within limits 

of form. 

If it be said that the force known as gravity holds masses of matter together, we are 

reduced to accepting a more mysterious explanation for a common thing than the 

three persons in one God. But cohesion without any other postulate amounts merely 

to saying that masses of matter cohere because they cohere. Occultism, in common 

with the Vedāntic philosophy, says that there is a force of cohesion which has its 

roots and power in the spirit and in the ideal form; and attraction and repulsion op-

erate from the same base also. Further, that school holds gravitation to be but an 

exhibition of the action of these two — attraction and repulsion. Living masses such 

as vegetables, animals, and men deal with matter in another state from that which is 

in minerals, and exhibit the quicker action of disintegrating forces; while minerals go 

to pieces very slowly. Both kinds are compelled in time to fall apart as masses in 

consequence of the action of evolutionary law when they are left altogether to them-

selves; that is, the whole quantity of matter of and belonging to the globe is continu-

ally subject to the hidden forces which are moulding it for higher uses and turning it, 

however slowly, into a higher class of matter. The normal rate is what we see, but 

this normal rate may be altered, and that it can be altered by intelligent mind and 

will is the fact. This alteration of rate is seen in the forcing processes used for plants 

by which they are made to grow much faster than is usual under common condi-

tions. In the same way in masses of matter which will surely go to pieces in the 

course of time, long or short, the molecules may be pushed apart before their time 

and held so by the trained will. That is, the force of repulsion can be opposed to nat-

ural attraction so as to drive the molecules apart and hold them thus away from 

each other. When the repulsion is slackened, the molecules rush together again to 

assume their former appearance. In this case the shape is not altered, the largely dif-

fused body of molecules retains its shape though invisible to the eye, and upon ap-

pearing to sight again it simply condenses itself into the smaller original limits, thus 

becoming dense enough to be once more seen and touched. 

When a small object is thus disintegrated by occult means it can be passed through 

other objects. Or if it is to be transported without disintegration, then any dense in-

tervening obstacle is disintegrated for a sufficient space to allow it to pass. That the 

latter is one of the feats of fakirs, yogis, and certain mediums can be hardly a matter 

of doubt except for those who deny the occult character of the cosmos. Alleged spirits 

in respect to this have said, “We make the intervening obstacle fluid or diffused, or 

do the same thing for the object transported,” and for once they seem to be right. A 

gentleman of high character and ability in the northwest told me that one a day a 

man unknown in his village came to the door, and exhibiting some rings of metal 

made one pass through the other, one of the rings seeming to melt away at the point 

of contact. H.P. Blavatsky has narrated to me many such cases, and I have seen her 

do the same thing. As, for instance, she has taken in my sight a small object such as 

a ring, and laying it on the table caused it to appear without her touching it inside of 

a closed drawer nearby. Now in that instance either she disintegrated it and caused 
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it to pass into the drawer, or disintegrated the drawer for a sufficient space, or she 

hypnotized me with all my senses on the alert, putting the object into the drawer 

while I was asleep and without my perceiving any sort of change whatever in my con-

sciousness. The latter I cannot accept, but if it be held as true, then it was more 

wonderful that the other feat. The circumstances and motive were such as to exclude 

the hypnotizing theory; it was done to show me that such a phenomenon was possi-

ble and to give me a clue to the operation, and also to explain to me how the strange 

things of spiritualism might be done and, indeed, must be done under the laws of 

man’s mind and nature. 

Next we have the intelligent part of the matter to look at. Here the inner senses have 

to act under the guidance of a mind free from the illusions of matter, able to see into 

the occult cosmos behind the veil of objectivity. The will acts with immense force, ex-

erting the powers both of attraction and repulsion as desired; knowledge of occult 

chemistry comes into use; the currents in the astral light or ether have to be known, 

as also how to make new currents. Those who have seen into the astral light and 

looked at the currents moving to and fro will understand this, other will either doubt, 

deny, or suspend judgment. The imagination as in the case of precipitation is the 

sight and the hand of the mind and the will, without which the latter can accomplish 

nothing, just as the will and brain of a man whose arms are cut off can do nothing 

unless others aid him. But mind, will, and imagination do not reconstruct the disin-

tegrated object, for as soon as the dispersing force is slackened from its hold on the 

mass of molecules, the imagination having held the image of the object, the atoms 

obediently and automatically rearrange themselves as before. 

All this may seem fanciful, but there are those who know of their own knowledge that 

it is all according to fact. And it is doubtless true that in no long time modern science 

will begin, as it is even now slowly starting, to admit all these things by admitting in 

full the ideal nature of the cosmos, thus removing at once the materialistic notions of 

man and nature which mostly prevail at the present day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the way of example, there now follows a precipitated page from the first letter 

Master K.H. sent to A.P. Sinnett. It was received by the latter 8th July 1881, upon his 

return to India, while staying with Madame Blavatsky at Bombay for few days. — ED. 

PHIL. 
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A page from Mahatma Letter 9 (18) p. 51; 3rd Combined ed. 

 

Transcript 

into solitude and our kingdom of silence once more. . . . We have offered to exhume 

the primeval strata of man’s being, his basic nature, and lay bare the wonderful 

complications of his inner Self — something never to be achieved by physiology or 

even psychology in its ultimate expression — and demonstrate it scientifically. It 

matters not to them, if the excavations be so deep, the rocks so rough and sharp, 

that in diving into that, to them, fathomless ocean, most of us perish in the danger-
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ous exploration; for it is we who were the divers and the pioneers, and the men of 

science have but to reap where we have sown. It is our mission to plunge and bring 

the pearls of Truth to the surface; theirs — to clean and set them into scientific jew-

els. And, if they refuse to touch the ill-shapen oyster-shell, insisting that there is 

[not], nor cannot be any precious pearl inside it, then shall we once more wash our 

hands of any responsibility before human-kind. For countless generations hath the 

adept builded a fane of imperishable rocks, a giant’s Tower of INFINITE THOUGHT, 

wherein the Titan dwelt, and will yet, if need be, dwell alone, emerging from it but at 

the end of every cycle, to invite the elect of mankind to co-operate with him and help 

in his turn enlighten superstitious man. And we will go on in that periodical work of 

ours; we will not allow ourselves to be baffled in our philanthropic attempts until 

that day when the foundations of a new continent of thought are so firmly built that 

no amount of opposition and ignorant malice guided by the Brethren of the Shadow 

will be found to prevail. 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

On Black versus White Magic. 

 “A Strange Story by Bulwer-Lytton” 

 “Adoration of male gods led to phallicism and black magic” 

 “Akhund Abdul Ghaffur of Swat” 

 “Ancient Magic in Modern Science” 

 “Animated statues, trophies of the Black Art” 

 “Auras of mediums and adepts” 

 “Between Black and White Magic there is but a cobweb thread” 

 “Black Magic is in full sway amidst mankind” 

 “Black versus White Magic, the two Opposing Powers” 

 “Blavatsky on the author of Phallicism” 

 “Blavatsky on the malignant fever of unsound scepticism” 

 “Buddhist Feminism in Ceylon” 

 “Capital punishment is a relic of Jewish barbarity” 

 “Christian Lectures on Buddhism” 

 “Christianity has retarded the Woman’s progress” 

 “Confessions of Cyprianus, the Penitent Sorcerer of Antioch” 

 “Does your mind elate with self-adoration” 

 “Egyptian Magic, good and bad” 

 “Evil is an illusion caused by the Circle of Necessity” 

 “Evil is the infernal end of the polarity of spirit-matter” 

 “Exact Science versus Archaic Philosophy” 

 “Frightening crying children into silence” 

 “How can a Black Magician be known” 

 “Hugo's La Fin de Satan (1911)” 

 “Hylo-Idealism is a fig leaf for Crass Materialism” 
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 “Insights to the high idealism and quaint wit of Eliphas Levi” 

 “Instead of Black and White Magic, read selfish and unselfish motive” 

 “Magic is the Occult Knowledge of Natural Law” 

 “Mediumship and Adeptship are poles apart” 

 “No one has the right to control the mind of another” 

 “Occultism and Kabbalah are only masks to hide the sacred truth 

from the profane” 

 “On Astral Intoxication” 

 “On malevolent bewitchments and venomous magic” 

 “Ormuzd and Ahriman are ever opposing powers, yet inseparable 

and interdependent” 

 “Papal dispensation for murder and mayhem” 

 “Phallicism and Phallic Worship” 

 “Presentiments of what lies in the bosom of future” 

 “Psychological and conjuring tricks” 

 “Reflections of an ardent apostle” 

 “Religious conversion means absolute perversion” 

 “Selfishness is the cause of all sin and suffering” 

 “Selfishness is the hallmark of fakirs, hermits, and yogins” 

 “Sin by cruel acquiescence in an unworthy fashion” 

 “Soul-destroying sophistry is fake wisdom” 

 “Spirit and Matter are dual aspects of One Cause” 

 “Spiritual progress is not aided by watching the Astral Light” 

 “Teraphim are the elemental spirits of ancient divination” 

 “The Arabian Nights are echoes from of Lemuria and Atlantis” 

 “The Astral Light reflects images of every thought and action” 

 “The Ensouled Violin” 

 “The Idyll of the White Lotus” 

 “The Origin of Good and Evil” 

 “The Original Sin is a Jewish Invention” 

 “The Pernicious Sophistry of Hypocrisy” 

 “The Pitfalls of Occult Arts and Metaphysical Healing” 

 “The power of the magician is inversely related to his worldly interests” 

 “The process of precipitating handwritten letters explained” 
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 “The Silent Brother” 

 “The spiritual blindness of anthropomorphism” 

 “The Theosophical Society’s position on hypnotism” 

 “Theological anthropomorphism is the parent of materialism” 

 “Theological malice is the root cause of Satanic Magic” 

 “Trained imagination can produce occult phenomena” 

 “True magic is the Gnosis of Pythagoras” 

 “Warning to phenomena seekers” 

 “When theological ethics speak no longer in man” 

 “Why women should avoid the Church like a plague” 

 “Yoga is a wolf in sheep’s clothing” 
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