Frightening crying children
into silence by suggestion
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ERILY KARMA — the terrible but just Retributive Law — will visit all those

who develop the most awful results in the future, generated at those public
exhibitions for the amusement of the profane. Let them only think of dangers
bred, of new forms of diseases, mental and physical, begotten by such insane handling of psychic will! This is as bad on the moral plane as the artificial introduction of
animal matter into the human blood, by the infamous Brown-Sequard method, is on
the physical. They laugh at the occult sciences and deride Mesmerism? Yet this century will not have passed away before they have undeniable proofs that the idea of a
crime suggested for experiment’s sake is not removed by a reversed current of the
will as easily as it is inspired. They may learn that if the outward expression of the
idea of a misdeed “suggested” may fade out at the will of the operator, the active living germ artificially implanted does not disappear with it; that once dropped into the
seat of the human — or, rather, the animal — passions, it may lie dormant there for
years sometimes, to become suddenly awakened by some unforeseen circumstance
into realisation.
Crying children frightened into silence by the suggestion of a monster, a devil standing in the corner, by a foolish nurse, have been known to become insane twenty or
thirty years later on the same subject. There are mysterious, secret drawers, dark
nooks and hiding places in the labyrinth of our memory, still unknown to physiologists, and which open only once, rarely twice, in man’s lifetime, and that only under
very abnormal and peculiar conditions. But when they do, it is always some heroic
deed committed by a person the least calculated for it, or — a terrible crime perpe1
trated, the reason for which remains forever a mystery . . .
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Blavatsky Collected Writings, (BLACK MAGIC IN SCIENCE) XII pp. 226-27. Frontispiece by Jill Greenberg.
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