Capital punishment is a relic
of Jewish barbarity and a
dark stain on humanity
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BLACK VERSUS WHITE MAGIC SERIES
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT IS A DARK STAIN ON HUMANITY

Far more unjust than the worst crime imaginable.

Abstract and train of thoughts
Works of fiction are no fiction, but presentiments of what lies in the bosom
of the future.
Many will be the unconscious crimes committed, and many will be the victims who will
innocently suffer death at the hands of the righteous judges and the too innocent
jurymen, both alike ignorant of the fiendish power of suggestion.

3

The body may be slain but not the soul.
The consequences of the death penalty for judge and jury, the community at large. and
not the least for the criminal, are too grim and too harsh to contemplate.

4

Capital punishment is futile, unnecessary, and fraught with potentially dire societal harms.

5

While the seed of a tree may be destroyed, the spiritual “seed” which produces the soul of
a man cannot be destroyed by capital punishment, but will eventually produce such a
man again as sure as the seed of a thistle will produce nothing else but a thistle.

6

One’s criminal powers and proclivities cannot be eliminated by killing his body. Having
been deprived of one instrument for their manifestation, such powers will manifest
themselves in other, still less convenient, and more dangerous ways.

6

Moreover, by deferring the manifestation of an evil cause we pass on to a future
generation an evil inheritance, with which we ourselves ought to have contended, and
which we ought to have sought to ameliorate.

6

Mortal man is an instrument of immortal spirit.
A ray of divine mind dwells in the heart of every man.

7

But the divine mind is veiled in man; his animal brain alone philosophises.

7

The physical man is the musical instrument; the divine thought, the performing artist.

8

The physical body is a transient mask of the spiritual man within, and instrument of action
on the objective plane.

8

By the power of an inequitable law the slayer’s knife did stab himself, thus the unjust
judge has lost his own defender.

9

Letter to “Lucifer” from a puzzled student.
Like an eye-for-an-eye, capital punishment is nothing but a relic of Jewish barbarity.

11

As the juryman, in deciding for a verdict of guilty, becomes an accessory in a fresh
murder, so an increasing number of people refuse to repay evil for evil.

11

Capital punishment is a relic of Jewish barbarity v. 10.21, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 23 April 2021

Page 2 of 12
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THE BODY MAY BE SLAIN BUT NOT THE SOUL

Works of fiction are no fiction, but presentiments of what
lies in the bosom of the future.
Many will be the unconscious crimes committed, and many will be
the victims who will innocently suffer death at the hands of the
righteous judges and the too innocent jurymen, both alike ignorant of the fiendish power of suggestion.
First published in Lucifer, Vol. I (2), October 1887, pp. 83-89. This excerpt is from Blavatsky Collected
Writings, (THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES) VIII pp. 107-8.

Occultism and sorcery are in the air, with no true philosophical knowledge to guide
the experimenters and thus check evil results. “Works of fiction,” the various novels
and romances are called. “Fiction” in the arrangement of their characters and the
adventures of their heroes and heroines — admitted. Not so, as to the facts presented. These are no fictions, but true presentiments of what lies in the bosom of the future, and much of which is already born — nay corroborated by scientific experi1
ments. Signs of the times! Close of a psychic cycle! The time for phenomena with, or
through mediums, whether professional or otherwise, is gone by. It was the early
2
season of the blossoming, of the era mentioned even in the Bible; the tree of Occultism is now preparing for “fruiting,” and the Spirit of the Occult is awakening in the
3
blood of the new generations. If the old men only “dream dreams,” the young ones
4
see already visions, and — record them in novels and works of fiction. Woe to the
ignorant and the unprepared, and those who listen to the sirens of materialistic science! For indeed, indeed, many will be the unconscious crimes committed, and many
will be the victims who will innocently suffer death by hanging and decapitation at
the hands of the righteous judges and the too innocent jurymen, both alike ignorant
of the fiendish power of “SUGGESTION.”

1

[Full text under the title “Presentiments of what lies in the bosom of future,” in the same Series. — ED. PHIL.]

2

“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.” (Joel ii,
28)
3

[Consult “Attune your self with the self in All,” in our Living the Life Series. — ED. PHIL.]

4

It is curious to note that Mr. R. Louis Stevenson, one of the most powerful of our imaginative writers, stated
recently to a reporter that he is in the habit of constructing the plots of his tales in dreams, and among others
that of Dr. Jekyll. “I dreamed,” he continued, “the story of ‘ Olalla’ . . . and I have at the present moment two
unwritten stories which I have likewise dreamed . . . Even when fast asleep I know that it is I who am inventing.” . . . But who knows whether the idea of “invention” is not also “a dream” !
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The body may be slain but not the soul.
The consequences of the death penalty for judge and jury, the
community at large. and not the least for the criminal, are too
grim and too harsh to contemplate.
1

Dr. Franz Hartmann, “Capital Punishment,” in Theosophical Siftings, Vol. III, 1890, pp. 3-9.
2

While a wave of spiritual enlightenment is passing over the world, calling forth various reforms in the political and social relations of humanity, there is one extremely
dark spot in the mind of mankind, into which this light does not seem to be able to
penetrate, namely, the idea of killing criminals for the purpose of punishing them.
This idea is a superstition, arising from an entire ignorance of the true nature of
man; a relic of the Dark Ages, a blot on the character of humanity. It was to be expected that in consequence of the rapid spreading of progressive ideas, disseminated
by Theosophical literature, this remnant of a barbaric custom would gradually disappear. Instead of that, the Austrian lawmakers have just revised the penal code, retaining capital punishment, and the faculty of medicine having memorialized the
Minister of Justice recommending the cutting off of the heads of criminals in the
place of hanging them. In the most progressive country of the world — the United
States of America — legal killing by means of electricity is about to be introduced,
while in other so-called civilized countries the carelessness of allowing oneself to be
caught for committing a crime is punished by hanging, garrotting, shooting, or by the
guillotine.
The first question which arises in the consideration of this subject is:
“What is the object of killing a criminal?”
The second question is:
“Is that object attained?”
The only imaginable objects in killing a criminal are:
1

To inflict punishment on him for having acted against the law;

2

To render him incapable to do further mischief, and thereby to protect society.

The age in which criminals were tortured has passed away; the authorities are content upon finding a way by which the death penalty can be inflicted with the least
possible suffering to the delinquent; and even inflicting mental suffering upon the
candidate for death is avoided, because, instead of causing him to get frightened by
imagining the horrors of hell, everything is done to make him believe that his sins
are forgiven, and that he will be received with open arms in the celestial kingdom.
The “punishment” is, therefore, evidently not intended to produce physical or mental
suffering, and if the criminal is a man of courage, and does not fear death, there will
be no horror of dying, there will be no suffering, and the only possible punishment
for him is the loss of his life. Now the medical fraternity inform us that as soon as the
1

[Dr. Franz Hartmann, 1838–1912, was a German medical doctor, theosophist, occultist, geomancer, astrologer, and author. See “De Zirkoff on Franz Hartmann,” in our Theosophy and Theosophists Series. — ED. PHIL.]
2

[Consult “Attune your self with the self in All,” in our Living the Life Series. — ED. PHIL.]
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heart and the brain of a person are paralysed, there is an end to his consciousness.
If this is true, then the criminal, as soon as he is killed, is unconscious of ever having lived; he is unconscious of ever having lost his life, and where, then, is the punishment in causing a man a loss of which he is not aware, and in taking away from
him something that he will never miss? It is like taking away from a person something that never belonged to him, and of which he does not even know that it exists.

Capital punishment is futile, unnecessary, and fraught with potentially dire societal harms.
Seen from this point of view, capital punishment is a total failure, because, besides
frightening a timid criminal for a few hours or days before his death, there is no pain
inflicted upon him; and even this mental torture, if any, is not inflicted by the law,
but merely by the criminal’s own imagination, and by his belief regarding the state
after death. The capital punishment being, therefore, merely an imaginary punishment, does not fulfil its object as a punishment, and the only remaining question is
whether society can protect itself better by killing a criminal than by shutting him up
in a prison and seeking to educate him and to improve his character. At a time when
no convenient prisons existed, and when the only means of protecting oneself was to
kill the aggressor, the killing of criminals may have appeared to be useful and necessary; but at the present state of civilization, where the country abounds with prisons,
there is, to say the least, no necessity for killing an offender against the law; nor is
there any financial profit arising from killing him, because, besides the cost of the
execution, the Government loses his labour.
There is still another reason given by the advocates of capital punishment for its continuation, namely, the “wholesome effect which it will have of frightening other criminally-inclined people into remaining virtuous”; but it is very doubtful whether the
defenders of such an argument believe it themselves, or whether they have ever seriously considered it; because it is well known that the law does actually never punish
a crime unless the criminal is caught, and, therefore, the punishment is rather for
having committed the crime in a bungling manner, which involved discovery, than
for committing it; and the only thing which the captured criminal regrets is that he
was not cunning enough to avoid being caught, and the only sincere resolve which
he forms in his own mind is to be more careful the next time, so as not to be caught
again. Moreover, the morality of a people which is based only upon cowardice arising
from fear of punishment is worth very little, and the passions, merely restrained and
pent up by fear, accumulate and grow in strength. The pent-up passions of a nation
restrained by fear resemble a mine loaded with dynamite, waiting for a favourable
moment to explode, when the result will be such as has been witnessed during the
horrors of the French Revolution.
Thus, seen from a merely external and “materialistic” point of view, capital punishment is useless and unnecessary; but a correct conception of its true nature and
consequences can only be formed if we look below the surface appearances and
study the true nature of “life” and of the constitution of man.
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While the seed of a tree may be destroyed, the spiritual “seed”
which produces the soul of a man cannot be destroyed by capital
punishment, but will eventually produce such a man again as sure
as the seed of a thistle will produce nothing else but a thistle.
One’s criminal powers and proclivities cannot be eliminated by
killing his body. Having been deprived of one instrument for their
manifestation, such powers will manifest themselves in other,
still less convenient, and more dangerous ways.
Moreover, by deferring the manifestation of an evil cause we pass
on to a future generation an evil inheritance, with which we ourselves ought to have contended, and which we ought to have
sought to ameliorate.
There is nothing more irrational than the attempts which have been made by our
modern “rationalists” of separating science from philosophy. In doing so, science, socalled, condemned itself of being merely a science of external appearances and phenomena, relating the causes of such eternal appearances to the region of the “unknowable.” It is admitted by all modern and ancient philosophers that a tree is the
result of something capable to produce a tree; i.e., of the action of some invisible
principle, or “potentiality,” residing in a kernel and capable to develop into a tree;
and likewise that the organism of man is the result of something invisible in connection with a power whose manifestation is called “life”; but material science, in disregarding and denying the existence of causes which she cannot see with material
eyes, makes of every man and of every tree a miracle whose existence cannot be explained. Occult science says that the principle which causes the appearance of a
tree, or which manifests itself in the human form as a man, is the real thing of importance which is to be taken into consideration; and that the external form, be it
that of a man or of a tree, is nothing else but an external form whose importance
does not transcend the plane whereon it exists. She says that while the form or appearance perishes, the power which caused that form to exist remains, and will be
capable, under favourable conditions, to produce another similar form, be it a man
or a tree, exhibiting the same qualities as the former. There is only this difference,
that while the seed of a tree may be destroyed, the spiritual “seed” which produces
the soul of a man cannot be destroyed by capital punishment, but will, under favourable conditions, produce such a man again as sure as the seed of a thistle will
produce nothing else but a thistle. All this is taught by the doctrine of Reincarnation,
a doctrine with which our scientists ought to make themselves familiar, if they do not
prefer to remain in ignorance regarding that which is of supreme importance in
studying the nature of man. This doctrine, then, teaches us that in depriving the
spirit of a criminal of his physical body, we do not kill the cause that produced the
criminal, and that this cause will in due time produce another criminal of the same
kind, if not of a still worse character, as the unjust act of robbing him of his life will
have caused a sense and desire of revenge and an embitterment of the spirit. By capital punishment we, therefore, at best, defer the manifestation of an evil cause for
some future time, and give to a future generation an evil inheritance, with which we
ourselves ought to have contended, and which we ought to have sought to ameliorate. This is, however, not all. It might be said that we do not care about the troubles
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that will affect future generations, and that it is all we can do to protect and take
care of ourselves ; but a deeper investigation in the invisible nature of man will show
us that in killing the body of a criminal we do not get rid of the powers that constituted him a criminal, and that these powers, after having been deprived of one instrument for their manifestation, will continue to manifest themselves in other still
less convenient ways.
To understand this it will be necessary to throw a glance at the constitution of man,
as it is taught by those who have the capacity to know it; and for the sake of those
who are not familiar with the doctrines of Occultism, we will attempt to outline that
constitution in comprehensible terms. According to the doctrines of the sages, Man is
a fourfold manifestation of consciousness, or, in other words, a trinity of spirit and
body, with the intermediary link called the “soul,” the latter being divisible into the
purely animal and the divinely human soul. To the former belong the animal emotions and passions, to the latter the higher powers of the mind. We may, therefore,
classify these four states of consciousness as four principles, giving them the following familiar names:

Mortal man is an instrument of immortal spirit.
A ray of divine mind dwells in the heart of every man.

 GOD, the Ātma, the “divine Self,” i.e., the Divinity in man, a universal power, existing in the majority of the criminals, only, so to say, in a dormant or latent state,
and not having arrived at a state of self-consciousness in them. This means that the
criminal is not a saint, and does not know the god that is hidden in him, and whom
to awaken to consciousness is the object of human life, an object frustrated by the
execution of the criminal. This principle, whether awakened or not, cannot be executed and killed; it is the real and true Self, and returns to its divine source after the
death of the body, as is also taught by the Church, which, at the funeral service, relegates “the body to Earth, and the spirit to God.”

But the divine mind is veiled in man; his animal brain alone philosophises.1

 The MIND. This we understand not to be the thinking faculty of the brain, but that

principle which manifests itself as thought and will in the material brain, i.e., that
which enables the brain to think by the aid of the physiological processes taking
place in the living subject. Even if the head is cut off and the brain with which man
used to think is destroyed, the thought-producing principle cannot be killed; but after being deprived of its instrument for manifestation, it enters into its own state of
being, which in criminals of the ordinary kind is presumably that which is called
Devachan, where it rests in its subjective condition until the time arrives when it will
be reincarnated upon the earth, and evolve a new physical body with the same
tendencies which it possessed in its former life.

1

Cf. Secret Doctrine, II p. 74; [quoting Isis Unveiled, I p. 247]
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The physical man is the musical instrument; the divine thought,
the performing artist.

 The ASTRAL SOUL. It is well known that the physical body or “corpse” of a man is

not the man himself, but merely an instrument formed by nature, in and through
which the consciousness of man may manifest its mental and physical powers; in
other words, man is not himself his own nature, but he has an ever-changing organism, in which his (temporary) nature is manifesting itself. The same is the case with
his astral soul, the seat of his passions and emotions. The astral soul is not the man
himself, but merely a principle wherein the good and evil powers existing on the astral plane are manifesting themselves, in the same sense as cold manifests itself in
an icicle; to destroy the icicle does not destroy the cold, even if that piece of ice were
broken into a thousand pieces; and if the icicle is molten and evaporated, the same
cold will be able to cause the vapour to condense and to freeze into ice again. This
means to say that in the astral plane of the world there exist certain influences of a
good and an evil kind, comparable to miasmas in the physical atmosphere of our
planet; and as those miasmas will be attracted to those who are especially susceptible for them, and cause epidemic diseases, likewise these astral influences are attracted to those animal souls in men and women where they find a congenital soil to
grow and develop, just as the life principle in a cherry tree attracts from the soil and
the atmosphere all that is necessary to build up a cherry tree and nothing else. The
animal soul of a hardened criminal is a fruitful soil where evil astral influences are
readily attracted to and developed. These evil tendencies are not the man himself;
they merely belong to his nature and are acting in and through him. They cannot be
killed by killing the body, but if the physical form wherein they are active is destroyed, these powers for evil are liberated and free to be attracted to and to manifest
themselves in other human souls where they find points of attraction, in the same
sense as the cold liberated by evaporation will cause water with which it comes into
contact to freeze and crystallize. If we kill a malefactor, we liberate his own essential
ego of the evil influences which had possession of him, and we enable these influences to fasten upon the souls of innocent but sensitive persons, in which they create evil inclinations and thoughts, and which may then repeat the same crime for
which the criminal was executed. The world is full of such sensitive and mediumistic
persons, and it is a known fact that crimes sometimes become epidemic, and that if a
criminal has been executed for some especially atrocious crime, crimes of a similar
nature are often heard of soon afterwards. The execution of a criminal in this respect
has the same effect as pouring out a stinking fluid upon the public thoroughfare with
the good intention of getting rid of the evil odour, and thereby poisoning the whole
community by the (psychic) stench that was at first confined to only one place.

The physical body is a transient mask of the spiritual man within,
and instrument of action on the objective plane.

 The PHYSICAL BODY. The “corpse” — the external form with its inherent life principle and “magnetic body,” or “périsprit.” This is merely an external instrument for the
inner man, and incapable per se to do anything good or evil, unless made to act by
the astral soul or the mind. It is merely an innocent victim of the natural forces acting therein, and to punish it for sins which the inner man committed through its in-
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strumentality is like hanging a stick with which a murder has been committed, or
tearing to pieces the overcoat of a thief.

By the power of an inequitable law the slayer’s knife did stab
himself, thus the unjust judge has lost his own defender.
If the above is taken into due consideration, it will be seen that in executing a criminal nobody is actually punished except those sensitive and innocent people who are
deficient of the power of self-control, and who may become infested with the evil influences arising from the liberated animal soul of the criminal, and which may cause
them to become criminals themselves. The other persons that are punished by the
performance of such an official act are the judge, the jurors, and the executioner, together with those that sanctioned the infliction of “capital punishment,” and the degree in which they punish themselves will depend on whether they are thus sinning
consciously or unconsciously, and whether or not they are aware of the true nature
of capital punishment and its consequences. This is explained by the action of the
law of Karma, a law which every lawyer and judge ought to know above all, as it is
the supreme law for administering justice in the universe. It teaches that the universe is a whole, and that no individual can inflict the slightest injury upon any other
individual without experiencing himself the full effect of his acts; or, as Edwin Arnold
1
expresses it in his Light of Asia, which, even if it is a poem, nevertheless embodies
the most undeniable truths:By this [law] the slayer’s knife did stab himself;
The unjust judge hath lost his own defender;
The false tongue dooms its lie; the creeping thief
And spoiler rob to render.
Such is the Law which moves to righteousness,
Which none at last can turn aside or stay;
The heart of it is love; the end of it
Is Peace and Consummation sweet. Obey!
The law of Karma is the law of justice and retribution, by which the harmony in the
universe, which has been broken, is restored. It is a law which is administered by
nobody — neither by a God nor by a man — and its action is therefore not to be
avoided or thwarted, neither by bribes nor by prayers or arguments. It is the Law itself, and administers itself without partiality, its effects being in exact accordance
with the causes that produced them. There is, therefore, an adequate punishment for
every sin, and there is no necessity that any mortal man should presume to put himself in the place of the law and judge over the destiny of the soul of another human
being. All that a man has a right and a duty in regard to criminals is to teach and instruct them, to educate and aid them to get rid of their own evil inclinations; for it
ought to be kept in mind that as long as a man has no perfect self-knowledge, his
will cannot be perfectly free. The ignorant man does nothing good or evil himself; he
1

[Full text in our Buddhas and Initiates Series. — ED. PHIL.]
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follows the thoughts that lead him. The man who has no mastery over himself is
mastered by the influences which are controlling him. It is not our object at present
to investigate the various methods which are employed to enforce prison discipline.
They may be good or they may be bad; they may or may not be adapted to teach
criminals; but surely the killing of a criminal can teach him nothing; it can only
arouse in his soul a spirit of fear, embitterment and revenge, because he instinctively
knows that no man has a right to rob him of his life.
The law of Karma is the law of impartial justice, which claims an eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth, and which says that he who kills with the sword shall perish by the
sword. Being a universal law, it applies itself alike to a criminal as to a judge on the
bench; it is no respecter of persons; it pays no reverence to judicial wigs and gowns,
and even Royalty is not exempt from premature deaths produced by the action of the
Karma of former lives. He who condemns a fellow-being to death will necessarily suffer for it, either in this or some future life upon the earth. He may condemn a man,
having, at the same time, the best of intentions, and he may have his own life cut
short while he still has the best intentions.
Some poet asks the question about man in the following words:
Out of earth’s elements, mingled with flame,
Out of life’s compounds of glory and shame,
Fashioned and shaped by no will of their own,
And helplessly into life’s history thrown;
Born by the law that compels men to be,
Born to conditions they could not foresee . . .
Born by one law through all Nature the same,
1
What made them differ? and who was to blame?
Our answer to this query is that humanity, being a unit, the condition of the whole is
responsible for the condition of each single individual, and that unit being made up
of individuals, each individual is responsible for the conditions which affect the
whole, and the responsibility of either is in exact proportion to its capacity to teach
and enlighten the other. Therefore, instead of killing one another, we ought to aid
each other in coming to life, for no one can be said to be truly alive as long as he
does not know his own divine self, and that true Self embraces and includes the
whole of creation, because God is in, and through, and above All.
F. HARTMANN

1

[Lizzie Doten (1827–1913) Poems of Progress. Boston, W. White and Co.,1871. Selections from “The Chemistry
of Character.” — ED. PHIL.]
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Letter to “Lucifer” from a puzzled student.
First published in Lucifer, Vol. VI (34), June 1890, p. 335. Republished in Blavatsky Collected Writings,
(CAPITAL PUNISHMENT) XII pp. 237-38.
1

Having read with much interest in Theosophical Siftings the article by Dr.
Franz Hartmann on “Capital Punishment,” I venture to ask your opinion on the
subject. I have long been sure that it is both useless and wrong to put murderers to death — convinced by the same reasons which Dr. Hartmann puts so cogently. Moreover, I have often maintained that since two wrongs do not make a
right, matters cannot be mended by killing the man who has taken the life of
another. Hence I feel that should I be called to serve on a jury in such a trial, I
must either declare my views at the outset, which might result in the choice of
a “hanging” juryman in my place, or serve with the intention of not convicting
the accused of wilful murder, no matter how guilty he might be proved. If that
course were only to result in keeping the criminal in custody for the rest of his
natural life, my conscience would be clear; but, as it might easily set him again
at liberty, I feel in a dilemma. Will you kindly say in your next issue what your
opinion is, and help perhaps more than one.
PUZZLED STUDENT

Like an eye-for-an-eye, capital punishment is nothing but a relic
of Jewish barbarity.
As the juryman, in deciding for a verdict of guilty, becomes an accessory in a fresh murder, so an increasing number of people refuse to repay evil for evil.
We are equally with yourself opposed to capital punishment, so that your difficulty
becomes our own. In the first place the “head” only of the juryman has to decide
whether or not the accused has committed murder, and this is all the so-called “law”
requires of him. Practically, however, since the juryman has, or ought to have, a
“heart,” the law neglects an important factor in the problem, for if it punishes murder
with death, the juryman, in deciding for a verdict of guilty, of necessity becomes an
accessory in a fresh murder. But the “heart” of the people is beginning to [238] protest
against this “eye for an eye” code and is refusing to render evil for evil. Capital punishment is nothing but a relic of Jewish barbarity. So that we are of opinion that this
feeling should be fostered by open protest on every occasion, and by a refusal to participate in such half-human proceedings. The true physician cures the disease, and
does not kill his patient. But we are afraid that the murder-doctors are in the majority for the moment, so that we can only protest. — [EDS.] H.P. Blavatsky

1

[Vol. III, 1890-91]
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SUGGESTED READING FOR STUDENTS

Students should be fully conversant with the metaphysical concepts and learning
aids set out in our Construction of Man Series and particularly with:
 “Classification of the Principles in Man”
 “Constitution of Man – Drawing”
 “Constitution of Man – Esoteric”
 “Constitution of Man – Overview”
 “Death and post-mortem states”
 “Is suicide a crime?”
 “The Perispirit of Allan Kardec”
 “Tibetan teachings on after-death states”
 “Woe for the living Dead”

And in our Secret Doctrine’s Second Proposition Series:
 “Blavatsky's Karmic Visions”
 “Insights to the operation of Karma in European history”
 “Judge's aphorisms on Karma”
 “Karma operates only when there is a living being to make it and feel its effects”
 “Madame Blavatsky on Karma and Reincarnation”
 “Proposition 2 - Karma Nuggets”
 “The Law of Karma is Unknown and Unknowable”
 “The Secret Doctrine on Karma and Rebirths”
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