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From Blavatsky Collected Writings, (TRACES OF THE MYSTERIES) XIV pp. 292-93. Also consult “Bud-

dhism, Christianity, and Phallicism,” and “Phallicism and Phallic Worship,” in the same series. Front 

page illustration: Phallic Consternation, by Mauricio Paz Viola. 

Says Sir William Drummond in The Oedipus Judaicus: 

The truths of science were the arcana of the Priests [because these truths were 

the foundations of religion.]
1
 

But why should the missionaries so cruelly twit the Vaishnavas and Krishna wor-

shippers for the supposed grossly indecent meaning of their symbols, since it is 

made clear beyond the slightest doubt, and by the most unprejudiced writers, that 

Chrēstos in the pit — whether the pit be taken as meaning the grave or hell — had 

likewise a sexual element in it, from the very origin of the symbol. 

This fact is no longer denied today. The “Brothers of the Rosy Cross” of the Middle 

Ages were as good Christians as any to be found in Europe, nevertheless, all their 

rites were based on symbols whose meaning was pre-eminently phallic and sexual. 

Their biographer, Hargrave Jennings, the best modern authority on Rosicrucianism, 

speaking of this mystic Brotherhood, describes how 

The tortures and the sacrifice of Calvary, the Passion of the Cross, were, in 

their [the Rose-Croix’s] glorious blessed magic and triumph, the protest and 

appeal. 

Protest — by whom? The answer is, the protest of the crucified Rose, the greatest 

and the most unveiled of all sexual symbols — the Yoni and Linga, the “victim” and 

the “murderer,” the female and male principles in Nature. Open the last work of that 

author, Phallicism, and see in what glowing terms he describes the sexual symbolism 

in that which is most sacred to the Christian: 

The flowing blood streamed from the crown, or the piercing circlet of the thorns 

of Hell. The Rose is feminine. Its lustrous carmine petals are guarded with 

                                            
1
 [See p. 124 in the new revised edition of 1866; London, Reeves & Turner.] 
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thorns. The Rose is the most beautiful of flowers. The Rose is the Queen of 

God’s Garden (Mary, the Virgin). It is not the Rose alone which is the magical 

idea, or truth. But it is the “crucified rose,” or the “martyred rose” (by the grand 

mystic apocalyptic figure) which is the talisman, the standard, the object of ad-

oration of all the “Sons of Wisdom” or the true Rosicrucians.
1
 

Not of all the “Sons of Wisdom,” by any means, not even of the true Rosicrucian. For 

the latter would never put in such sickening relievo, in such a purely sensual and 

terrestrial, not to say animal light, the grandest, the noblest of Nature’s symbols. To 

the Rosicrucian, the “Rose” was the symbol of Nature, of the ever prolific and virgin 

Earth, or Isis, the mother and nourisher of man, considered as feminine and repre-

sented as a virgin woman by the Egyptian Initiates. Like every other personification 

of Nature and the Earth she is the sister and wife of Osiris, as the two characters an-

swer to the personified symbol of the Earth, both she and the Sun being the progeny 

of the same mysterious Father, because the Earth is fecundated by the Sun — ac-

cording to the earliest Mysticism — by divine insufflation. It was the pure ideal of 

mystic Nature that was personified in the “World Virgins,” the “Celestial Maidens,” 

and later on by the human Virgin, Mary, the Mother of the Saviour, the Salvator 

Mundi now chosen by the Christian World. And it was the character of the Jewish 

maiden that was adapted by Theology to archaic Symbolism,
2
 and not the Pagan 

symbol that was modelled for the new occasion. 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 op. cit., p. 141 

2
 In Ragon’s Orthodoxie Maçonnique, p. 105, note, we find the following statement — borrowed from Albumazar 

[Virgin Constellation] the Arabian, probably: 

“The Virgin of the Magi and Chaldaeans. The Chaldaean sphere [globe] showed in its heavens a newly-
born babe, called Christ and Jesus, it was placed in the arms of the Celestial Virgin. It was to this Virgin 

that Eratosthenes, the Alexandrian Librarian, born 276 years before our era, gave the name of Isis, 

mother of Horus.” 

This is only what Kircher gives [in Oedipus Aegyptiacus, Vol. II (1653), Pt. II, p. 203], quoting Albumazar: 

“In the first decan of the Virgin rises a maid, called Aderenosa [Ardhanārī?], that is, pure, immaculate 

virgin . . . sitting upon an embroidered throne nursing a boy . . . a boy . . . named Iessus . . which signi-
fies Issa, whom they also call Christ in Greek.” 

[See Isis Unveiled, Vol. II, p. 491] 
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Suggested reading for students. 

 

On Black versus White Magic. 

 “A Strange Story by Bulwer-Lytton” 

 “Akhund Abdul Ghaffur of Swat” 

 “Ancient Magic in Modern Science” 

 “Animated statues, trophies of the Black Art” 

 “Auras of mediums and adepts” 

 “Between Black and White Magic there is but a cobweb thread” 

 “Black Magic is in full sway amidst mankind” 

 “Black versus White Magic, the two Opposing Powers” 

 “Blavatsky on the malignant fever of unsound scepticism” 

 “Buddhism, Christianity, and Phallicism” 

 “Buddhist Feminism in Ceylon” 

 “Capital punishment is a relic of Jewish barbarity” 

 “Christian Lectures on Buddhism” 

 “Christianity has retarded the Woman’s progress” 

 “Confessions of Cyprianus, the Penitent Sorcerer of Antioch” 

 “Does your mind elate with self-adoration” 

 “Egyptian Magic, good and bad” 

 “Evil is an illusion caused by the Circle of Necessity” 

 “Evil is the infernal end of the polarity of spirit-matter” 

 “Exact Science versus Archaic Philosophy” 

 “Frightening crying children into silence” 

 “How can a Black Magician be known?” 

 “Hugo's La Fin de Satan (1911)” 

 “Hylo-Idealism is a fig leaf for Crass Materialism” 

 “Insights to the high idealism and quaint wit of Eliphas Levi” 

 “Insights to the Occult Arts” 
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 “Instead of Black and White Magic, read selfish and unselfish motive” 

 “Magic is the Occult Knowledge of Natural Law” 

 “Mediumship and Adeptship are poles apart” 

 “No one has the right to control the mind of another” 

 “Occultism and Kabbalah are only masks to hide the sacred truth 

from the profane” 

 “On Astral Intoxication” 

 “On malevolent bewitchments and venomous magic” 

 “Ormuzd and Ahriman are ever opposing powers, yet inseparable 

and interdependent” 

 “Papal dispensation for murder and mayhem” 

 “Phallicism and Phallic Worship” 

 “Presentiments of what lies in the bosom of future” 

 “Psychological and conjuring tricks” 

 “Reflections of an ardent apostle” 

 “Religious conversion means absolute perversion” 

 “Selfishness is the cause of all sin and suffering” 

 “Selfishness is the hallmark of fakirs, hermits, and yogins” 

 “Sin by cruel acquiescence in an unworthy fashion” 

 “Soul-destroying sophistry is fake wisdom” 

 “Spirit and Matter are dual aspects of One Cause” 

 “Spiritual progress is not aided by watching the Astral Light” 

 “Teraphim are the elemental spirits of ancient divination” 

 “The Arabian Nights are echoes from of Lemuria and Atlantis” 

 “The Astral Light reflects images of every thought and action” 

 “The Ensouled Violin” 

 “The Idyll of the White Lotus” 

 “The Origin of Good and Evil” 

 “The Original Sin is a Jewish Invention” 

 “The Pernicious Sophistry of Hypocrisy” 

 “The Pitfalls of Occult Arts and Metaphysical Healing” 

 “The power of the magician is inversely related to his worldly interests” 

 “The process of precipitating handwritten letters explained” 

 “The Silent Brother” 
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 “The spiritual blindness of anthropomorphism” 

 “The Theosophical Society’s position on hypnotism” 

 “Theological anthropomorphism is the parent of materialism” 

 “Theological malice is the root cause of Satanic Magic” 

 “Trained imagination can produce occult phenomena” 

 “True magic is the Gnosis of Pythagoras” 

 “Warning to phenomena seekers” 

 “When theological ethics speak no longer in man” 

 “Why women should avoid the Church like a plague” 

 “Yoga is a wolf in sheep’s clothing” 
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