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ABSTRACT

Abstract
When Infinite One is about to become the Many, Duality interposes between It and
Its finite differentiations. In the māyāvic worlds of being everything is dual. Even the
Divine Logos manifests as a double principle of Good and Evil.
In terms of human evolution, the seeds of White and Black Magic were sown in Atlantis. Though perfected in materiality, Atlanteans degenerated in spirituality. Black
magic, bestiality, selfishness, and self-adoration spelled their demise.
Magic is arcane knowledge of the subjective side of Universe and Man, and of the Occult laws and powers that govern their objective manifestations. Arcane science misused, is Sorcery; wisely applied, True Magic. Black Magic is the predictable outcome
of selfish motives. For it is the motive, and the motive alone, which makes any exercise of power become black, malignant, or white, beneficent Magic.
Practical Theosophy is the modern term for old Magic. Metaphorically speaking, Magic is the conscious reunion of Psyche with Cupid, her beloved groom, upon her return to their celestial abode, or the re-integration of Thought and Spirit. This is the
mystery that sanctifies marriage and every earnest hope for a better life. Thus true
Magic is the marriage of Nous (Ātma-Buddhi) with Manas, a union where Will and
Thought, separated at the beginning of time, become One again when selfconsciousness reaches the summit of divine power and inner knowledge.
When man was first created he couldn’t commit any sin, for he was mindless and
therefore irresponsible. The only “vice of his origin” was not his: it has been committed by those who refused to fire him with self-consciousness, with its inherent freedom of thought, and personal responsibility borne by informed decisions.
Gnosis is the Western term for the mysteries and destiny of our being, both White
and Black. A metaphor for the same enigma is Resurrection or the Raja-Yoga of
Eastern Occultists. Amongst Neoplatonists, Raja-Yoga is known as Theurgy. Gnosis
will either crown the pure with the sovereignty of their own spirit, or crush the opportunist in the darkness of ignorance and earthy passions.
Theosophy is the keynote of our relationship with and in Divine Magic. For Magic is
the study and application of divine law. Magic is the ancient Persian word for
knowledge and embraces all Chaldeans sciences. It is proficiency in Nature’s hidden
powers and laws, or Secret Wisdom, as it was taught in the sanctuaries of the Old
World. Magic is the Mahā, Magi or Maginsi of Medes and the Egyptians, and the Meghiston of the Zoroastrians. Ancient Magic is Secret Wisdom, the very opposite of Diabolism. It is the theurgy of Iamblichus, the gnosis of Pythagoras, the ecstasy of the
Philaletheians, the summit of Eastern Philosophy and Ethics.
Magic or Practical Occultism, is the object of Yoga. Mesmerism is another key to our
inner nature. It is the Gupta-Vidyā of the Eastern Occultists, excellence in universal
Black versus White Magic, the two Opposing Powers v. 03.61, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 23 May 2018
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philosophy, and pinnacle of human knowledge. As Truth is One, so the method for
attaining It must be also one. Its disciples help each other in their lessons.
The Witches of Thessaly are still amongst us. But as Magic differs from Sorcery, so
the Magician differs from the Witch. Hypnotism is Black Magic, irrespective of
whether conscious or unconscious. There is little difference between Voodoos and the
Vivisectionists of our age. Therefore, Western practitioners of the Black Arts should
not have the punishment and reputation without the profits and enjoyments they
may get therefrom. Selfish initiates, lured by the glamour of power, retrogress inexorably, and curses always come home to roost.
There are “Brothers of the Light” and “Brothers of the Shadow,” there are genuine
seers and passive mediums, there are High Planetary Spirits and their illusionary
appearances on the psychic screen of mediumistic perceptions. There is White Tantric Magic and its tainted counterpart, there is Neoplatonic Theurgia and its opposite
number, Goëtia.
Christians beware! The New Testament is all about Unselfishness and Spirituality.
The Old Testament is a manual of Selfishness and Psychism.
At the apex of its development, our Race will branch off to initiated Adepts, “Sons of
Light,” and natural-born mediums, or “Sons of Darkness” — the latter to be exterminated by fire when time expires. We live in dangerous times. There are scores of unconscious crimes committed and many innocent people punished. Terror, tremor and
dreadful incidences, as well as beauty, peace, and inspiration are “true presentiments of what lies in the bosom of the future, and much of which is already born.”
Practical Theosophy is fraught with dangers for dabblers and neophytes alike. No one
should go into occultism or even touch it before he is perfectly acquainted with his
own powers. For, it’s all too easy to fall into Black Magic. Even a deed of kindness
done with partiality may become evil, by stirring up animosity in the mind of others.

1

1

Mafalda on Good and Evil, by Argentine Cartoonist Joaquín Salvador Lavado.
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Opening thoughts
But why, it will be asked, did she [H.P. Blavatsky] continue to suffer, with powers at
her command which could relieve suffering? Why, when she was labouring at so important task [writing The Secret Doctrine ] through long hours every day ― a task that
needed a mind untroubled and a sound body ― why did she never stretch out a finger to amend the conditions and to banish weakness and pain that would have prostrated any ordinary person completely?
The question is a natural one, and it did not fail to occur to me, knowing as I did the
healing powers she possessed, and her capacity to alleviate the pains of others.
When the question was put to her, her answer was invariably the same:
In occultism a most solemn vow has to be taken never to use any powers acquired or conferred to the benefit of one’s own personal self, for to do so would
be to set foot on the steep and treacherous slope that ends in the abyss of
Black Magic. I have taken than vow, and I am not one to break a pledge the
sanctity of which cannot be brought within the comprehension of the profane. I
1
would rather suffer any tortures than be untrue to my pledge.

2

1

C. Wachtmeister et al. Reminiscences of H.P. Blavatsky and the Secret Doctrine. Wheaton: The Theosophical
Publishing House, 1976; p. 35
2

Illustration by Michael Cheval
Black versus White Magic, the two Opposing Powers v. 03.61, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 23 May 2018

Page 5 of 23

BLACK VERSUS WHITE MAGIC SERIES
THE ORIGIN OF GOOD AND EVIL

The Origin of Evil
The philosophical view of Indian metaphysics places
to become the Many, Duality the Root of Evil in the differentiation of the Homogeinterposes between It and neous into the Heterogeneous, of the unit into plu1
Its finite differentiations. rality.
When Infinite One is about

In the māyāvic worlds of being
everything is dual. Even Divine
Logos manifests as a double
principle of Good and Evil.

Were it light alone, inactive and absolute, the human mind could not appreciate nor even realize it.
Shadow is that which enables light to manifest itself,
and gives it objective reality. Therefore, shadow is
not evil, but is the necessary and indispensable corollary which completes Light or Good: it is its creator
2
on Earth.

It was . . . during the highest point of civilization and
the seeds of White and Black knowledge, as also of human intellectuality, of the
Magic were sown in Atlantis. fourth, Atlantean Race — that, owing to the final crisis of physiologico-spiritual adjustment of the races,
Though perfected in materiali- humanity branched off into its two diametrically opty, Atlanteans degenerated posite paths: the RIGHT- and the LEFT-hand paths of
in spirituality. Black magic, knowledge or of Vidyā. “Thus were the germs of the
bestiality, selfishness, and White and the Black Magic sown in those days. The
self-adoration spelled seeds lay latent for some time, to sprout only during
3
their demise. the early period of the Fifth (our Race ).”
In terms of human evolution,

The evil is for those benighted ones who will have
must-be-obeyed,” explained none of it; seeing the light the true believers worthe origin of good and ship, as the fishes see the stars, but dimly. The relievil to Holly. gions come and the religions pass, and the civilisations come and pass, and naught endures but the
world and human nature. Ah! if man would but see
that hope is from within and not from without —
that he himself must work out his own salvation! He
is there, and within him is the breath of life and a
knowledge of good and evil as good and evil is to
him. Thereon let him build and stand erect, and not
cast himself before the image of some unknown God,
modelled like his poor self, but with a bigger brain to
4
think the evil thing, and a longer arm to do it.

This is how Ayesha, “She-who-

1

Secret Doctrine, II p. 421 fn. [on the Promethean Sacrifice.]

2

ibid., II p. 214; [quoting Isis Unveiled, II p. 293, on Logos manifesting itself as a double principle of Good and
Evil.]
3
4

ibid., I p. 192 fn. [quoting a Commentary.]
H. Rider Haggard. She (1st ed. 1887); ch. 17, p. 217
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What is Magic?
Magic is arcane knowledge
of the subjective side of
Universe and Man,

Magic, as a science, is the knowledge of these principles [of the trinity of Nature and Man], and of the
way by which the omniscience and omnipotence of
the spirit and its control over Nature’s forces may be
acquired by the individual while still in the body.
Magic, as an art, is the application of this knowledge
1
in practice.

The exercise of magical power is the exercise of natural powers, but SUPERIOR to the ordinary functions
objective manifestations. of Nature. A miracle is not a violation of the laws of
Nature, except for ignorant people. Magic is but a
science, a profound knowledge of the Occult forces
in Nature, and of the laws governing the visible or
the invisible world. Spiritualism in the hands of an
adept becomes Magic, for he is learned in the art of
blending together the laws of the Universe, without
breaking any of them and thereby violating Nature.
In the hands of an experienced medium, Spiritualism becomes UNCONSCIOUS SORCERY; for, by allowing
himself to become the helpless tool of a variety of
spirits, of whom he knows nothing save what the latter permit him to know, he opens, unknown to himself, a door of communication between the two
worlds, through which emerge the blind forces of Nature lurking in the astral light, as well as good and
2
bad spirits.

And of the Occult laws and
powers that govern their

Arcane science misused,
is Sorcery. Wisely applied,
True Magic.

Black Magic is the predictable
outcome of selfish motives.

1
2
3
4

Arcane knowledge misapplied, is sorcery; beneficently used, true magic or WISDOM. Mediumship is the
opposite of adeptship; the medium is the passive instrument of foreign influences, the adept actively
3
controls himself and all inferior potencies.
. . . whenever the motive which actuates the operator is selfish, or detrimental to any living being or
beings, all such acts are classed by us [Theosophists] as black magic. The healthy vital fluid imparted by the physician who mesmerizes his patient,
4
can and does cure; but too much of it will kill.

Isis Unveiled, II p. 588; [4th of ten propositions of oriental philosophy.]
Blavatsky Collected Writings, (THE SCIENCE OF MAGIC) I p. 137
Isis Unveiled, II p. 588; [5th & 6th of ten propositions of oriental philosophy.]
Blavatsky Collected Writings, (HYPNOTISM) XII p. 397
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Occultism is not magic. It is comparatively easy to
motive alone, which makes learn the trick of spells and the methods of using the
any exercise of power become subtler, but still material, forces of physical nature;
black, malignant, or white, the powers of the animal soul in man are soon
beneficent Magic.” awakened; the forces which his love, his hate, his
passion, can call into operation, are readily developed. But this is Black Magic — Sorcery. For it is the
motive, and the motive alone, which makes any exercise of power become black, malignant, or white, beneficent Magic. It is impossible to employ spiritual
forces if there is the slightest tinge of selfishness remaining in the operator. For, unless the intention is
entirely unalloyed, the spiritual will transform itself
into the psychic, act on the astral plane, and dire results may be produced by it. The powers and forces
of animal nature can equally be used by the selfish
and revengeful, as by the unselfish and the allforgiving; the powers and forces of spirit lend themselves only to the perfectly pure in heart — and this
2
1
is DIVINE MAGIC.
“For it is the motive, and the

Practical Theosophy is the
modern term for old Magic.

Simon Magus was called “the great Power of God”
literally “the Potency of the Deity which is called
Great.” That which was then termed Magic we now
call Theosophia, or Divine Wisdom, Power and
3
Knowledge.

The source and basis of [Magic, the marriage of
Magic is the conscious reunion Buddhi with Manas] lie in Spirit and Thought,
of Psyche with Cupid, her be- whether on the purely divine or the terrestrial plane.
loved groom, upon her return Those who know the history of Simon have two verto their celestial abode, or the sions before them, that of White and of Black Magic,
re-integration of Thought and at their option, in the much talked of union of Simon
Spirit. This is the mystery that with Helena, whom he called his Epinoia (Thought).
sanctifies marriage and every Those who, like the Christians, had to discredit a
earnest hope for a better life. dangerous rival, talk of Helena as being a beautiful
and actual woman, whom Simon had met in a house
of ill-fame at Tyre, and who was, according to those
who wrote his life, the reincarnation of Helen of
Troy. How, then, was she “Divine Thought”? The
lower angels, Simon is made to say in Philosophumena, or the third Aiōns, being so material, had
4
more badness in them than all the others.
Metaphorically speaking,

1
2
3
4

Abu Ghraib Scandal by Fernando Botero
Blavatsky Collected Writings, (PRACTICAL OCCULTISM) IX p. 156-57
ibid., (E.S. INSTRUCTION No. II) XII p. 557
ibid., p. 558
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When man was first created he
couldn’t commit any sin, for he
was mindless and, therefore,
irresponsible. The only “vice of
his origin” was not his: it has
been committed by those who
refused to fire him with selfconsciousness, with its inherent freedom of thought, and
personal responsibility borne
by informed decisions.
Thus true Magic is the marriage of Nous (Atma-Buddhi)
with Manas, a union where Will
and Thought, separated at the
beginning of time, become One
again when self-consciousness
reaches the summit of divine
power and inner knowledge.

2

1
2

Poor man, created or emanated from them, had the
vice of its origin. What was it? Only this: when the
third Aiōns possessed themselves, in their turn, of
the Divine Thought through the transmission into
them of Fire, instead of making of man a complete
being, according to universal plan, they at first detained from him that divine spark (Thought, or
Earth Manas); and that was the cause and origin of
senseless man’s committing the original sin as the
angels had committed it aiōns before by refusing to
1
create.
Finally, after detaining the Epinoia prisoner amongst
them and having subjected the Divine Thought to
every kind of insult and desecration, they ended by
shutting it into the already defiled body of man. After this, as interpreted by the enemies of Simon, she
passed from one female body into another through
the ages and races, until Simon found and recognized her in the form of Helena, the “prostitute,” the
“lost sheep” of the parable. Simon is made to represent himself as the Saviour descended to earth to
rescue this “lamb” and those men in whom Epinoia
is still under the dominion of the lower angels. The
greatest magical feats are thus attributed to Simon
through his sexual union with Helena, hence Black
Magic. Indeed, the chief rites of this kind of magic
are based on such disgusting literal interpretation of
noble myths, one of the noblest of which was thus
invented by Simon as a symbolical mark of his own
teaching. Those who understood it correctly knew
was meant by “Helena.” It was the marriage of Nous
(Ātma-Buddhi) with Manas, the union which Will
and Thought become one and are endowed with divine powers. For Ātman in man, being of an unalloyed essence, the primordial divine Fire (or the
eternal and universal “that which has stood, stands
and will stand”), is of all the planes; and Buddhi is
its vehicle or Thought, generated by and generating
the “Father” in her turn, and also Will. She is “that
which has stood, stands and will stand,” thus becoming in conjunction with Manas, male-female, in
this sphere only. Hence, when Simon spoke of himself as the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost,
and of Helena as his Epinoia, Divine Thought, he

Blavatsky Collected Writings, (E.S. INSTRUCTION No. II) XII p. 558
Zephyr carries Psyche to the Island of Bliss (Panel 2, 1908) Maurice Denis, Hermitage
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meant the marriage of his Buddhi with Manas. Helena was the Śakti of the inner man, the female po1
tency.
Gnosis is the Western term for
the mysteries and destiny
of our being, both White
and Black.

The higher triad, Ātma-Buddhi-Manas, may be recognized from the first lines of the quotation from the
Egyptian papyrus. In the Ritual (now the Book of the
De ad ), the purified Soul (the dual Manas) appears
as “the victim of the dark influence of the Dragon
Apophis” (the physical personality of Kāma-Rūpic
man, with his passions). If it has attained the final
knowledge of the heavenly and the infernal mysteries, the Gnōsis — the divine and terrestrial mysteries of White and Black Magic — then the defunct
personality “will triumph over its enemy” — death.
This alludes to the case of a complete reunion, at the
end of earth life, of the Ego with its lower Manas, full
of “the ‘harvest’ of life.” But if “Apophis” conquers
2
the “Soul,” then it “cannot escape its second death.”

The “resurrection” promised by Menander meant, of
course, simply the passage from the darkness of igthe Raja-Yoga of Eastern norance into the light of truth, the awakening of
Occultists. man’s immortal Spirit to inner and eternal life. This
3
is the Science of Rāja-Yogis — Magic.
A metaphor for the same

enigma is Resurrection or

Amongst Neoplatonists, RajaYoga is known as Theurgy.

Every person who has read Neo-Platonic philosophy
knows how its chief Adepts, such as Plotinus, and
especially Porphyry, fought against phenomenal
Theurgy. But, beyond all of them, Iamblichus, the
author of the De Mysteriis, lifts high the veil from the
real term Theurgy, and shows us therein the true
Science of Rāja-Yoga.
Magic, he says, is a lofty and sublime Science, divine, and exalted above all others. “It is the great
remedy for all. . . . It neither takes its source in, nor
is limited to, the body or its passions, to the human
compound or its constitution; but all is derived by it
from our upper Gods,” our divine Egos, which run
like a silver thread from the Spark in us up to the
4
primeval divine Fire.

1
2
3
4

Blavatsky Collected Writings, (E.S. INSTRUCTION No. II) XII pp. 558-59
ibid., (E.S. INSTRUCTION No. III) XII p. 626
ibid., (E.S. INSTRUCTION No. II) XII p. 559
ibid., XII p. 559
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Gnosis will either crown the
pure with the sovereignty of
their own spirit, or crush the
opportunist in the darkness
of ignorance and passions.

[Porphyry’s theurgical act] . . . consists in purifying
the imaginative spirit or vehicle of the soul, which
according to its various condition either elevates the
soul to a superior state, or draws it down into the
1
darkest recesses of the earth.

2

1

Thomas Taylor (tr. & Comm.). Oracles and Mysteries. (Vol. VII of the Thomas Taylor Series); Frome: The Prometheus Trust, 2001; [THE HISTORY OF THE RESTORATION OF THE PLATONIC THEOLOGY BY THE LATTER PLATONISTS, II “On the Regress or Re-ascent of the Soul,” p. 193]
2

Council of Seers by Leszek Andrzej Kostuj
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Theosophy is Magic in the true sense of the word
Theosophy is the keynote
of our relationship with
and in Divine Magic.

For Magic is the study and
application of divine law.

Magic is the ancient Persian
word for knowledge and embraces all Chaldeans sciences.

It is proficiency in Nature’s
hidden powers and laws, or
Secret Wisdom, as it was
taught in the sanctuaries
of the Old World.

It is the Maha, Magi
or Maginsi of Medes and the
Egyptians, and the Meghiston
of the Zoroastrians.

Esoteric Science is, above all, the knowledge of our
1
relations with and in divine magic, inseparableness
from our divine Selves — the latter meaning some2
thing else besides our own higher spirit.
. . . by magic is understood the higher study of divine, and yet not supernatural law, though the latter
be, as yet, undiscovered by exact and materialistic
science. . . . without any aid of “spirits” or resort to
either divine or diabolical miracle, but simply by developing the occult powers of the man’s Inner Self
3
and studying the mysteries of nature.
The word magic is an old Persian term which means
knowledge, and embraces all the sciences, both
physical and metaphysical, studied in those days.
The sacerdotal and learned classes of the Chaldeans
taught magic, from which came magism and gnosti4
cism.
Our [Theosophical] Society believes in no miracle, divine, diabolical or human, nor in anything which
eludes the grasp of either philosophical and logical
induction, or the syllogistic method of deduction.
But if the corrupted and comparatively modern term
of “magic” is understood to mean the higher study
and knowledge of nature and deep research into her
hidden powers — those occult and mysterious laws
which constitute the ultimate essence of every element . . . or, again, if by magic is meant that ancient
study within the sanctuaries known as the “worship
of the Light,” or divine and spiritual wisdom as distinct from the worship of darkness or ignorance,
which led the initiated High-priests of antiquity
among the Āryans, Chaldeans, Medes and Egyptians
to be called Mahā, Magi, or Maginsi, and by the Zoroastrians Meghiston (from the root Meh’al, great,
learned, wise) — then, we Theosophists “plead
5
guilty.”

1

Magic, Magia, means in its spiritual secret sense, the “Great Life” or divine life in spirit. The root is magh, as
seen in the Sanskrit mahat, Zend mazas, Greek megas [μέγας] and Latin magnus, all signifying “great.”
2
3
4
5

Blavatsky Collected Writings, (E.S. INSTRUCTION No. II) XII p. 551 & fn.
ibid., (MAGIC) II pp. 36, 37
ibid., (ALCHEMY IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY) XI p. 539
ibid., (MAGIC) II p. 32
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Ancient Magic is Secret
Wisdom, the very opposite
of Diabolism.
It is the theurgy of Iamblichus,
the gnosis of Pythagoras, the
ecstasy of the Philaletheians,

The summit of Eastern
Philosophy and Ethics.

Magic or Practical Occultism, is
the object of Yoga. Mesmerism
is another key to our
inner nature.

It is the Gupta-Vidya of the
Eastern Occultists, excellence
in universal philosophy, and
pinnacle of human knowledge.

1
2
3
4
5

. . . the ancient magic, or secret wisdom that was
taught in the sanctuaries, which was the very oppo1
site of supernaturalism or diabolism;
True Magic, the theurgy of Iamblichus, is in its turn
identical with the gnosis of Pythagoras, η γνώσις των
όντων, the science of things that are, and with the divine ecstasy of the Philaletheians, “the lovers of
2
truth.”
Magic is indispensable for the comprehension of either of the six great schools of Āryans philosophy.
And, it is precisely to understand them and thus enable ourselves to bring to light the hidden summum
bonum of that mother of all Eastern philosophies
known as the Vedas, and the later Brāhmanical lit3
erature, that we study it.
Mesmerism is the very key to the mystery of man’s
interior nature; and enables one familiar with its
laws to understand not only the phenomena of
Western Spiritualism, but also that vast subject —
so vast as to embrace every branch of Occultism
within itself — of Eastern Magic. The whole object of
the Hindu Yoga is to bring into activity his interior
power, to make himself ruler over physical self and
4
over everything else besides.
The great science, called by the vulgar “magic,” and
by its Eastern proficients Gupta-Vidyā, embracing as
it does each and every science, since it is the acme
of knowledge, and constitutes the perfection of philosophy, is universal; hence — as very truly remarked — cannot be confined to one particular nation or geographical locality. But, as Truth is one,
the method for the attainment of its highest proficiency must necessarily be also one. It cannot be
subdivided, for, once reduced to parts, each of them,
left to itself, will, like rays of light, diverge from, instead of converging to, its centre, the ultimate goal of
knowledge; and these parts can re-become the
Whole only by collecting them together again, or
5
each fraction will remain but a fraction.

Blavatsky Collected Writings, (WHAT ARE THE THEOSOPHISTS?) II p. 101
ibid., (THE BEACON OF THE UNKNOWN – I) XI p. 250
ibid., (MAGIC) II pp. 33-34
ibid., (THE MAGNETIC CHAIN) II p. 135
ibid., (MADAME BLAVATSKY ON “THE HIMALAYAN BROTHERS”) III p. 266
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As Truth is One, so the
method for attaining It
must be also one.

But, as Truth is one, the method for the attainment
of its highest proficiency must necessarily be also
one. It cannot be subdivided, for, once reduced to
parts, each of them, left to itself, will, like rays of
light, diverge from, instead of converging to, its centre, the ultimate goal of knowledge; and these parts
can re-become the Whole only by collecting them together again, or each fraction will remain but a frac1
tion.

“The disciples (lanoos) of the law of the Diamond
in their lessons. Heart (magic) will help each other in their lessons.
The grammarian will be at the service of him who
2
looks for the soul of the metals (chemist).”

Its disciples help each other

3

1
2
3

Blavatsky Collected Writings, (MADAME BLAVATSKY ON “THE HIMALAYAN BROTHERS”) III p. 266
ibid., (THE BEACON OF THE UNKNOWN – V) XI p. 267; [Catechism of Gupta-Vidyā.]
From Mesmer’s Principes du Magnétisme (1786), watercolour No. 4.
Black versus White Magic, the two Opposing Powers v. 03.61, www.philaletheians.co.uk, 23 May 2018
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Whether Black Magic is conscious or unconscious,
Karma takes care of all
After a lapse of several thousand years, we may
are still amongst us. doubt the magic powers of the Thessalian priests
1
and their “sorceries,” as mentioned by Pliny; we
may throw discredit upon the information given us
by Suidas, who narrates Medea’s journey through
the air, and thus forget that magic was the highest
knowledge of natural philosophy; but how are we to
dispose of the frequent occurrence of precisely such
journeys “through the air” when they happen before
our own eyes, and are corroborated by the testimony
2
of hundreds of apparently sane persons?

The Witches of Thessaly

But as Magic differs from
Sorcery, so the Magician
differs from the Witch.

Hypnotism is Black Magic,
irrespective of whether
conscious or unconscious.

. . . the difference between sorcery and magic as follows: “The magician differed from the witch in this,
that, while the latter was an ignorant instrument in
the hands of the demons, the former had become
their master by the powerful intermediation of Science, which was only within reach of the few, and
which these beings were unable to disobey.” This delineation, established and known since the days of
Moses, the author gives as derived from “the most
3
authentic sources.”
The experiments made in Hypnotism and Mesmerism at the present time are experiments of unconscious, when not of conscious, Black Magic. The
road is wide and broad which leads to such destruction; and it is but too easy to find; and only too
many go ignorantly along it to their own destruction.
But the practical cure for it lies in one thing. That is
the course of study which I mentioned before. It
sounds very simple, but is eminently difficult; for
4
that cure is “ALTRUISM.”
. . there can be such a thing as the obliteration of
the human individuality as the result of very evil en5
vironment;

1
2
3
4

Proclus. Ms. Comm. On Plato’s Republic. Cf. Thos. Taylor, The Works of Plato, I, pp. 468-69, note.
Isis Unveiled, I p. 366
ibid., quoting Thomas Wright’s Narratives of Sorcery and Magic, I pp. 1-2.
Blavatsky Collected Writings, (SECOND LETTER OF H.P. BLAVATSKY) XI p. 164

5

ibid., (THE DRIFT OF WESTERN SPIRITUALISM) II p. 109; [on differences between theosophical and spiritualistic
theories.]
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There is little difference
between Voodoos and the
Vivisectionists of our age.

Therefore, Western practitioners of the Black Arts “should
not have the punishment and
reputation without the profits
and enjoyments they may
get therefrom.”
Selfish initiates, lured by the
glamour of power, retrogress
inexorably,

The Voodoos and the Dugpas eat, drink and are
merry over hecatombs of victims of their infernal
arts. And so do the amiable gentlemen vivisectionists
and the diploma-ed “Hypnotizers” of the Faculties of
Medicine; the only difference between the two classes being that the Voodoos and Dugpas are conscious, and the Charcot-Richet crew unconscious,
Sorcerers. Thus, since both have to reap the fruits of
their labours and achievements in the black art, the
Western practitioners should not have the punishment and reputation without the profits and enjoy1
ments they may get therefrom.
Excess of power, abuse of knowledge and personal
ambition very often led selfish and unscrupulous Initiates to black Magic, just as the same causes led to
precisely the same thing amongst Christian popes
and cardinals; and it was black Magic that led finally
to the abolition of the Mysteries, and not Christiani2
ty, as is often erroneously thought.

The law of physics that action and reaction tend to
home to roost. equilibrate each other holds in the realm of the occult. . . . A current of Ākāśa directed by a sorcerer at
a given object with an evil intend, must either be
propelled by such intensity of will as to break
through every obstacle and overpower the resistant
will of the selected victim, or it will rebound against
the sender, and afflict him or her in the same way as
it was intended the other should be hurt. So well is
this law understood that it has been preserved to us
in many popular proverbs, such as the English ones,
“curses come home to roost,” “the biter’s bit,” etc.,
the Italian one, “la bestemia gira e gira e torna adosso a chi la tira,” etc. This reversal of a maleficent
current upon the sender may be greatly facilitated
by the friendly interference of another person who
knows the secret of controlling the Ākāśic currents
— if it is permissible for us to coin a new word that
4
will soon be wanted in the Western parlance.

And curses always come

3

1
2
3

Blavatsky Collected Writings, (OCCULTISM VERSUS THE OCCULT ARTS) IX, p. 253
ibid., (EGYPTIAN MAGIC) VII p.124
Crowd 18a by Misha Gordin, followed-up by Crowd 25a, on page 19, with permission.

4

Blavatsky Collected Writings, (FOOTNOTES TO “THE LIFE OF SANKARACHARYA, PHILOSOPHER AND MYSTIC”) II
pp. 218-19; [i.e., “The blasphemy turns and turns and returns to who pulls it.” — ED. PHIL.)
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Black and White Magic compared and contrasted
We have learnt by experience since to put implicit
Light” and “Brothers of faith in our teachers; to discern between objective
the Shadow,” shells, men that were — and subjective genuine spirits; between elementaries (victims of accident, and
suicides) and elementals — men that will be. And we
think we have now learned even the difference beThere are genuine seers tween the “Brothers of the Light,” to use the graphic
and passive mediums, Eastern expression, and the “Brothers of the Shadow” — both in the supra- and sub-mundane
spheres, as well as to recognize between the two
classes of the same name on our earthly plane.
There are High Planetary There are Spirits and Spirits; High Planetary Spirits
Spirits and their illusionary (Dhyāni-Chohans) who have been human being milappearances on the psychic lions of ages since and upon others besides our own
screen of mediumistic planet, and there are the māyāvic appearances of
perceptions. these, projected upon the intra-psychic screen of our
mediumistic, hence confused, perceptions. There are
seers and there are mediums, as there are great men
of science and willing and sincere, but ignorant ty1
ros.
There are “Brothers of the

There is White Tantric Magic
and its tainted counterpart,

As there are both magic (pure psychic science) and
sorcery (its impure counterpart) so there are what
are known as the “White” and “Black” Tantras. The
one is an exposition, very clear and exceedingly valuable, of occultism in its noblest features, the other
a devil’s chap-book of wicked instructions to the
2
would-be wizard and sorcerer.

Practical theurgy or “ceremonial magic,” so often reand its opposite number, sorted to in their exorcisms by the Roman Catholic
Goëtia. clergy — was discarded by the Theosophists. It is
but Iamblichus alone who, transcending the other
Eclectics, added to Theosophy the doctrine of Theurgy. When ignorant of the true meaning of the esoteric divine symbols of nature, man is apt to miscalculate the powers of his soul, and, instead of communing spiritually and mentally with the higher, celestial
beings, the good spirits (the gods of the theurgists of
the Platonic school), he will unconsciously call forth
the evil, dark powers which lurk around humanity
— the undying, grim creations of human crimes and

There is Neoplatonic Theurgia

1

Blavatsky Collected Writings, (SPIRIT IDENTITY AND RECENT SPECULATIONS) IV p. 590; [clarifying the often confused antithetic terms of Theosophy.]
2

ibid., (NOTES TO “A DESCRIPTION OF THE TANTRIK MYSTIC RITES AND CEREMONIES KNOWN AS ‘SAVASADHANA’ ” )
IV p. 615
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vices — and thus fall from theurgia (white magic) into goëtia (or black magic, sorcery). Yet, neither
white, nor black magic are what popular superstition understands by the terms. The possibility of
“raising spirits” according to the key of Solomon, is
the height of superstition and ignorance. Purity of
deed and thought can alone raise us to an intercourse “with the gods” and attain for us the goal we
desire. Alchemy, believed by so many to have been a
spiritual philosophy as well as a physical science,
1
belonged to the teaching of the theosophical school.
The whole of the New Testament is an allegorical
representation of the Cycle of Initiation, i.e., the
The New Testament is all natural birth of man in sin or flesh, and of his secabout Unselfishness and Spir- ond or spiritual birth as an Initiate followed by his
ituality. The Old Testament is resurrection after three days of trance — a mode of
a manual of Selfishness purification — during which time his human body or
and Psychism. Astral was in Hades or Hell, which is the earth, and
his divine Ego in Heaven or the realm of truth. The
New Testament describes unselfish white or divine
magic; the Old Testament gives the description of
black, or selfish magic. The latter is psychism, the
2
former all spirituality.
Christians beware !

. . . when mankind reaches its apex of knowledge in
our Race will branch off to ini- that cycle, dividing into two distinct classes, it
tiated Adepts, “Sons of Light,” branches off — one as the “Sons of Light” and the
and natural-born mediums, or other as the “Sons of Darkness,” or initiated Adepts
“Sons of Darkness,” the latter and natural-born magicians or — mediums. Towards
to be exterminated by fire the very close of the race, as their mixed progeny
when time expires. furnishes the first pioneers of a new and higher race,
there comes the last and supreme struggle during
which the “Sons of Darkness” are exterminated by
some great cataclysm of nature — by either fire or
water. Atlantis was submerged, hence the inference
that that portion of the mankind of the fifth race
which will be composed of “natural-born magicians”
will be exterminated at the future great cataclysm —
3
by fire.

At the apex of its development,

1
2
3

Blavatsky Collected Writings, (WHAT IS THEOSOPHY?) II p. 96
ibid., (NOTES ON THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN) XI p. 495
ibid., (FOOTNOTES TO “GLEANINGS FROM ÉLIPHAS LÉVI) IV p. 263
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The practice of Magic is fraught with dangers
Imagination is a potent help in every event of our
her sisters, Hope and Charity. lives. Imagination acts on Faith and both are the
When confirmed by Faith, draughtsmen who prepare the sketches for Will to
Imagination establishes Will, engrave, more or less deeply, on the rocks or obstaand Will is the key to all cles and opposition with which the path of life is
magical operations. strewn. Says Paracelsus: “Faith must confirm the
imagination, for faith establishes the will. . . . Determined will is the beginning of all magical operations. . . . It is because men do not perfectly imagine
and believe the result, that the arts (of magic) are
uncertain, while they might be perfectly certain.”
This is all the secret. Half, if not two-thirds of our
ailings and diseases are the fruit of our imagination
and fears. Destroy the latter and give another bent
to the former, and nature will do the rest. There is
nothing sinful or injurious in the methods per se.
They turn to harm only when belief in his power becomes too arrogant and marked in the faith healer,
and when he thinks he can will away such diseases
as need, if they are not to be fatal, the immediate
1
help of expert surgeons and physicians.

Imagination acts on Faith and

We live in dangerous times.
There are scores of unconscious crimes committed
and many innocent people
punished.

Occultism and sorcery are in the air, with no true
philosophical knowledge to guide the experimenters
and thus check evil results. “Works of fiction,” the
various novels and romances are called. “Fiction” is
the arrangement of their characters and the adventures of their heroes and heroines — admitted. Not
so, as to the facts presented. These are no fictions,
but true presentiments of what lies in the bosom of
the future, and much of which is already born —
nay corroborated by scientific experiments. Signs of
the times! Close of a psychic cycle! The time for phenomena with, or through mediums, whether professional or otherwise, is gone by. It was the early season of the blossoming, of the era mentioned even in
2
the Bible; the tree of Occultism is now preparing for
“fruiting,” and the Spirit of the Occult is awakening
in the blood of the new generations. [Continued overleaf.]

1

Blavatsky Collected Writings, (HYPNOTISM, AND ITS RELATIONS TO OTHER MODES OF FASCINATION) XII p. 403;
[on faith healing.]
2

“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.” (Joel ii,
28)
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Terror, tremor and dreadful
incidences, as well as beauty,
peace, and inspiration are
“true presentiments of what
lies in the bosom of the future,
and much of which is
already born.”

Practical Theosophy is fraught
with dangers for dabblers
and neophytes alike.

“No one should go into occultism or even touch it before he
is perfectly acquainted with
his own powers.”

If the old men only “dream dreams,” the young ones
1
see already visions, and — record them in novels
and works of fiction. Woe to the ignorant and the
unprepared, and those who listen to the sirens of
materialistic science! For indeed, indeed, many will
be the unconscious crimes committed, and many
will be the victims who will innocently suffer death
by hanging and decapitation at the hands of the
righteous judges and the too innocent jurymen, both
alike ignorant of the fiendish power of “SUGGES2
TION.”
The occult sciences are dangerous for him who understands them imperfectly. Anyone who gave himself to their practice alone would run the risk of becoming insane and those who study them would do
well to unite in small groups of from three to seven.
These groups ought to be of uneven numbers in order to have more power; a group, however little cohesion it may possess, forming a single united body,
wherein the senses and perceptions of the single
units complement and mutually help each other,
one member supplying to another the quality in
which he is wanting — such a group will always end
by becoming a perfect and invincible body. “Union is
3
strength.”
The first and most important step in occultism is to
learn how to adapt your thoughts and ideas to your
plastic potency. . . . Because otherwise you are creating things by which you may be making bad Karma. No one should go into occultism or even touch it
before he is perfectly acquainted with his own powers, and that he knows how to commensurate it with
his actions. And this he can do only by deeply studying the philosophy of Occultism before entering upon the practical training. Otherwise, as sure as fate
4
— HE WILL FALL INTO BLACK MAGIC.

1

It is curious to note that Mr. R. Louis Stevenson, one of the most powerful of our imaginative writers, stated
recently to a reporter that he is in the habit of constructing the plots of his tales in dreams, and among others
that of Dr. Jekyll. “I dreamed,” he continued, “the story of ‘ Olalla’ . . . and I have at the present moment two
unwritten stories which I have likewise dreamed. Even when fast asleep I know that it is I who am inventing.”
But who knows whether the idea of “invention” is not also “a dream” !
2
3
4

Blavatsky Collected Writings, (THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES) VIII pp. 107-8
ibid., (THE BEACON OF THE UNKNOWN) XI p. 266
ibid., (DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE TWO EDITORS) X p. 226
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For, it’s all too easy to fall into
Black Magic. Even “a deed of
kindness done with partiality
may become evil, by stirring
up animosity in the
mind of others.”

1

Before you can become an occultist you have to give
up every prejudice, every earthly liking, every feeling
of preference for one thing over another. It is easy to
fall into Black Magic. The natural tendency is to
Black Magic, and that is why several years’ training
is necessary to cut away every source of prejudice
before power can be intrusted to you. An Adept must
entirely separate himself from his personality; he
must say, “I am a power.” A Black magician prepares
to do mischief without giving a thought to whether it
will harm others. A deed of kindness done with partiality may become evil, e.g., by stirring up animosity
in the mind of others. It is necessary, when acting,
to lose all sense of identity and to become an abstract power. Justice is the opposite of Partiality.
There is good and evil in every point of the universe,
and if one works, however indirectly, for one’s own
partiality, one becomes, to that extent, a Black magician. Occultism demands perfect justice, absolute
impartiality. When a man uses the powers of nature
indiscriminately with partiality and no regard to justice, it is Black magic. Like a blackleg, a Black magician acts on certain knowledge. Magic is power over
the forces of nature, e. g., the Salvation Army, by
hypnotizing people and making them psychically
drunk with excitement, uses Black magic. The first
exercise of Black Magic is to psychologize people. To
help a sick person is not black magic, but no per2
sonal preference must guide you.

3

1
2
3

Mephistopheles by Rafal Olbinski
Judge Letters, III (GLEANINGS FROM THE “PATH”) p. 161; [quoting an Adept.]
Drawing Hands by Maurits Cornelis Escher
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Main features of the two opposing powers
Black

White

Arcane knowledge misapplied,
Sorcery.

Arcane knowledge beneficently used,
True Magic or Wisdom.

Brothers of Shadow.

Brothers of Light.

Their māyāvic appearances projected
to passive minds.

High Planetary Spirits (Dhyāni-Chohans).

Gnōsis of terrestrial mysteries.

Gnōsis of divine mysteries.

Old testament.

New Testament.

Unconscious Sorcery,
Practised by experienced
Mediums, Hypnotists or Vivisectionists.
Conscious Sorcery,
Practised by Voodoos or Dugpas.

Conscious Magic,
Practised by Initiated Adepts.

Sons of Darkness,
Naturally-born magicians or mediums.

Sons of Light,
Initiated Adepts.

Psychism.

Spirituality.

Goëtia.

Theurgia.

Black Tantra,
Impure psychic power.

White Tantra,
Pure psychic power.

1

1

Bluels by Hans Claesson, with permission
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Eighteen synonymous terms for White Magic
1

Ecstasy of the Philaletheians

2

Gnōsis of Pythagoras

3

Gupta-Vidyā of the Eastern Occultists

4

Magic, True

5

Mahā, Magi, or Maginsi of Medes and the Egyptians

6

Marriage of Ātma-Buddhi with Manas

7

Marriage of Nous with Earthly Mind

8

Marriage of Will with Thought

9

Meghiston of the Zoroastrians

10

Mesmerism

11

Proficiency in Nature’s hidden powers and laws

12

Raja-Yoga of the Eastern Occultists

13

Resurrection

14

Secret Sciences of the Chaldeans

15

Study and application of divine law

16

Summit of Eastern philosophy and ethics

17

Theosophy, Practical

18

Theurgy of Iamblichus and Neoplatonists
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