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Prefatory notes 

This is a brief overview of the origin,  practical application, and ultimate destiny  of 

Theosophy from the writings of Helena Petrovna Blavatsky (1831ð1891 ). It has been  

assembled as an offering to tho se who, having perceived that living for others is the 

only life worth living, aspire to apprehend the Truth of truths by studying, assimila t-

ing, modelling, and applying the Golden Precepts in everyday  life.  Madame  Blavatsky  

is the  leading exponent of the  modern Theosophical Movement, great noetic radiance  

of our epoch, acclaimed philosopher and mystic, indefatigable servant of humanity.  

This work  first appeared  in 1996 , as study notes from The Secret Doctrine , and was 

shared  with fellow Theosophists in th e UK and overseas the following year. In 2000 , 

it was published by the Theosophical Society in England  under the title Theosophy : 

the Truth  Revealed . In 2006 , it was revised  and released to the public at large under  

the auspices of http://www.theosophy.gr  

Further revised and typographically enhanced, it is now republished as part of our 

Integrative Theosophical Studies Online Series 1 ð Eclectic Theosophy.
1
 Titles of fr e-

quently quoted works are abridged as indicated in: Compassion  the  Spirit  of Truth  

(2009).  The Editorõs Notes are common to all our publications and can be found in 

the same place.  

References were omitted from the Diagram, on page 41, to avoid cluttering. S till, ev e-

ry aspect, epithet, and synonym of Theosophia can be readily followed through Dara 

Eklundõs H.P. Blavatsky  Collected  Writings  Cumulative  Index  (Vol. XV). Tracing e x-

cerpts back to the original source, so that they can be studied in full and in cont ext, 

will allow a deeper appreciation of Theosophyõs sanctuary of ideals and kindle the dy-

ing embers  of spirituality in manõs heart.
2
 

Eighty -four studies, supplemental to this title, can be found in our Theosophy and 

Theosophists Series. These are listed on page s 42 -44 . 

SERIES EDITOR  

17 th  November  2009  

 
 

                                            
1

 Theosophy  has been Anglicised from the Greek term ǨȄȎȒȎȕǾȀ, i.e., divine or inner  wisdom.  No orthography 
was imposed in this study except in the main t itle and the D iagram on page 41,  where the correct transliter a-
tion is given.  Find out why it was unlawful to chang e divine names in: Compassion : the Spirit of Truth  (2009 ), 
p. 214.  

2
 Cf. Blavatsky  Collected  Writings , (FROM KESHUB BABU TO MAESTRO WAGNER ) IV p. 334  

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/
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Abstract 

The renaissance of ancient spiritualism. 

Theosophy is Archaic Wisdom -Religion, as taught by Masters and Magi, Sages and 

Hierophants, Prophets and Philosophers, to the Elect  ñ undisguised by symbols. It 

is Spiritual Knowledge, reasoned out and corroborated by personal experience.  

Diogenes Laërtius traces Theosophy to an epoch antedating the dynasty of the Pto l-

emies. But, in fact, Theosop hy is much older: It is the parent stem of Archaic Wi s-

dom. The term was revived in the 3 rd  century AD by Ammonius Saccas, the Alexa n-

drian Socrates of Neo -Platonism, teacher of Plotinus, and founder of the Eclectic 

Theosophical System. Briefly, Eclectic Theosophy asserts  that : 

¶ Humanity is a periodic emanation from a single noetic essence and , 

¶ When by exertion and merit , a mortal soul activates its latent faculties and p o-

tencies, it can be re -connected with its immortal noetic origin and source.  

Hence, the  Buddhistic, VedƑntic, and Magian or Zoroastrian systems were taught in 

the Eclectic Theosophical School along with all the philosophies of Greece.  

It was Theosophy which prompted such men as Hegel, Fichte, and Spinoza, to take 

up the labours of the old Gr ecian philosophers and speculate upon the One Su b-

stance ñ the Deity, the Divine All , proceeding from Divine Wisdom. And it was Th e-

osophy that made it possible for great thinkers such as Plotinus, Schelling, and E m-

erson, to reflect upon manõs divine ancestry. 

What Theosophy is and is not. 

By looking inwards at the noumenal  worlds and causes, Theosophy is Esoteric Sc i-

ence, par excellence. Exact Science is only concerned with phenomenal worlds and 

effects. Esoteric Science corroborates Natureõs metaphysics and Divine Laws; Exact 

Science, Its physics and natural laws.  

In Its fruition, Theosophy is Inner Knowledge about the di vinity of Cosmos and Man, 

and a noetic progression from the known and knowable, to the u nknown and, othe r-

wise, u nknowable. And, as such, It lies at the root of every moral philosophy, rel i-

gion, and science.  

Theosophy is the worldõs tree of knowledge and su m total of all sciences. It is the a c-

cumulated wisdom of Divine Beings from the beginning of time, who have willingly 

accepted the harshness and drudgery of sentient life to help their toiling brothers.  

Theosophy is not a religion. It is but an analytical science,  the ally of every honest r e-

ligion. Being the culmination and practical demonstration of the Truths underlying 

every creed, Theosophy is compatible with every religion. It believes in no miracle, 

whether divine or devilish, and cherishes no anthrop omorphic concepts, whether 

gods or demons.  

Theosophy discriminates between finite animal man, and Infinite Divine Man, and 

differs from the VedantƩn doctrines. It is not even òesotericó religion! Every old rel i-

gion is but a chapter or two of the entire vol ume of archaic primeval mysteries ñ 

Eastern Occultism alone being able to boast that it is in possession of the full secret, 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/
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with its seven keys.  In other words , Theosophy is Religion itself! Loyalty to Truth is 

Its creed, Brotherhood of all beings, not ju st men, Its noble aim.  

Theosophy is Inner Wisdom or Divine Knowledge. It is at the heart of all religions and 

philosophies from the earliest time to the present day, embracing all domains of 

mundane knowledge and human endeavour. Yet, It is a practical, an d an ethical ph i-

losophy, ever transcending self -imposed boundaries to expand consciousness, and to 

dispel lingering doubts. In short, Theosophy is Supernal Philosophy, Wisdomõs True 

Love, not mere verbiage. It is a philosophy to live by.  

Metaphysically, Theosophy is the accumulated testimony and wisdom 

of the ages. 

Theosophy is not knowledge of a òGod,ó It is knowledge of gods, Celestial Knowledge : 

a shoreless ocean of Everlasting Truth, Love, and Impartiality, monistic through and 

through. By seeking the  One Truth, its allied with the ideals of every seeker of Truth.  

To fully define Theosophy, we must consider it under all its aspects. By means of Its 

Golden Precepts, those who are intellectually and ethically fit might gain insights of 

the inner world of  being. There, mystics can see past, present, and future as in a 

mirror.  

Theosophy wakes up and frees the Heavenly Man from the clutches of Its outer 

shadow, so that He can live for others, here on Earth, unconstrained by his earthly 

jailer, forgetting him self in the midst of the many selves, in the words of a Philaleth e-

ian.  

Ethically, Theosophy is unconditioned love for humanity and for all that 

lives. 

Theosophy is philanthropy , par excellence, unconditioned and unreserved love for 

our fellow human beings and for all that lives, in thought and deed. It alone can r e-

store hope and instil responsibility in a world suffocating from ignorance and its own 

misdeeds, by mediating between egotism and altruism. Even the great Law of Ha r-

mony depends on altruism!  

Theosophyõs aim and noble mission is to establish a community of spiritual thinkers 

who, by studying Its precepts and enriching everyday life with Its exalted ethics, can 

bring about a peaceful realignment of mainstream thought, as a matter of urgency!  

Warnings to aspirants. 

Those who do not enter inner life in the Spirit of Brotherhood;  

Those who try to degrade a noble philosophy into a den for immorality;  

Those who are ignorant of the dangers of psychic powers;  

And specially those who have already pledged to l ive for the World,  

Beware! Only purity of deed and thought can raise you to the company of your Divine 

Self.  

 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/
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The renaissance of ancient spiritualism 

Theosophy is Archaic  

Wisdom - Religion , 

 

 

 

. . . the esoteric doctrine once known in every a n-

cient country having claims to civilization. This 

òWisdomó all the old writings show us as an emana-

tio n
1
 of the divine Principle; and the clear compr e-

hension of it is typified in such names as the Indian 

Budha, the Babylonian Nebo, the Thoth of Memphis, 

the Hermes of Greece; in the appellations ,
2
 also, of 

some goddesses ñ Metis, Neitha, Athena, the Gno s-

tic Sophia , and finally ñ the Vedas , from the word 

òto know.ó Under this designation, all the ancient 

philosophers of the East and West, the Hierophant s
3
 

of old Egypt, the Rishi s
4
 of ƐryƑvarta, the Th e-

odidakto i
5
 of Greece, included all knowledge of 

things occult and essentially divine. The MerkƑbƑh
6
 

of the Hebrew Rab bis, the secular and popular s e-

ries, were thus designated as only the vehicle, the 

outward shell which contained the higher esoteric 

knowledge. The Mag i
7
 of Zoroaster received instru c-

tion and were initiated in the caves and secret lodges 

of Bactria; the Eg yptian and Grecian hierophants 

had their aporrhƗta, or secret discourses, during 

which the MystƗs became an EpoptƗs ñ a Seer.
8
 

As taught by  Masters  and M agi , 

Sages  and  H ierophants , 

Prophets  and Philosophers , 

to the Elect , undisguised  

by symbols . 

The title of sages  ñ the high -priests of this worship 

of truth [Love of Wisdom] ñ was its first derivative.  

. . . It is to Pythagoras that we owe [the name Philo s-

ophy], as also that of gnosis , the system of Ȇ ȂȌȘȒȈȑ 

ȓȘȌ ȎȌȓȘȌ, òthe knowledge of things that are,ó or of 

the essence that is hidden beneath the external a p-

pearances. Under that name, so noble and so  correct 

in its definition, all masters of antiquity  designated 

the aggregate of human and divine knowledge. The 

sages and BrƑhmanas of India,  the mag i of Chaldea 

                                            
1

 [A flowing  out  of a source , the  universe  being  considered  as issuing  from  the  essence  of god .] 

2
 [That  by  which  anything  is  called ; name , especially  one attached  to a particular  person .] 

3
 [One who  shows  or  reveals  sacred  things ; a priest , an  expounder .] 

4
 [An adept , a sage, a poet ; esoterically  the  highest  are the  òbuilders ó of the  universe , called  DhyƑni-Chohans , 

devas, or  gods.] 

5
 [Taught  by  god; of persons ; of inspired  prophets ; of souls  enlightened  by Christian  faith .] 

6
 [A chariot . The Kabbalists  say  that  the  supreme , after  it  had  established  the  ten  SephƩrƺth, used  them  as a 

char iot  or  throne  of glory , on which  to descend  upon  the  souls  of men .] 

7
 [Pl. of magus : ancient  hereditary  priests  and  adepts  in  Persia  and  elsewhere ; a word  derived  from  mahƑ, great , 

which  became  later  mog or  mag , a priest  in  Pehlevi ; Porphyry  describes  them  as òthe  learned  men , who  are en-
gaged among  the  Persians  in  the  service  of the  Deity .ó ] 

8
 Blavatsky  Collected  Writings , (WHAT IS THEOSOPHY ?) II  pp . 89 -90 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/
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and Persia, the hierophants of Egypt and Arabia, the 

prophets of nebiõim of Judaea and of  Israel, as well 

as the philosophers of Greece and Rome, have a l-

ways classified that special science  in two divisions 

ñ the esoteric , or the true,  and the  exoteric , di s-

guised by symbols.
1
 

It is Spiritual Knowledge , 

reasoned out and corroborated 

by personal experience . 

 
2
 

. . . The uninterrupted record covering thousands of 

generations of Seers, whose respective experiences 

were made to test and to verify the traditions passed 

orally by one early race to another, of the teachings 

of higher and exalted beings, who watched ov er the 

childhood of Humanity. . . . for long ages . . . òWise 

menó . . . saved and rescued from the last cataclysm 

and shifting of continents, had passed their lives in  

learning , not teaching  . . . by checking, testing, and 

verifying in every department of  nature the trad i-

tions of old by the independent visions of great  

adepts. . . . No vision of one adept was accepted till 

it was checked and confirmed by the visions ñ so 

obtained as to stand as independent evidence ñ of 

other adepts, and by centuries of ex perience.
3
 . . .  

There were Theosophists before the Christian era, 

notwithstanding that the Christian writers ascribe 

the development of the Eclectic theosophical system, 

to the early part of the third century of their Era.
4
 

Diogenes Laërtius traces  Th e-

os ophy to an epoch  antedating 

the dynasty  of the Ptolemies . 

. . . and names as its founder an Egyptian Hier o-

phant called Pot -Amun, the name being Coptic and 

signifying a priest consecrated to Amun, the god of 

Wisdom.
5
 

But , in fact , Theosophy is much 

older : It is the parent stem  

of Archaic Wisdom . 

Theosophy is synonymous with the Jnana -VidyƑ, 

and the Brahma -VidyƑ
6
 of the Hindus, and again 

with the Dzyan  of the trans -Himalayan adepts, the 

science of the true  Raja -Yogis, who are much more 

accessible than one t hinks. This science has many 

schools in the East, but its offshoots are more n u-

merous, each one ultimately separating itself from 

the parent stem ñ the Archaic  Wisdom  ñ and mod i-

fying its form.  

                                            
1

 Blavatsky  Collected  Writings , (THE BEACON OF THE UN KNOWN ð II)  XI  p. 256  

2
 Music  of the  Woods, by  Vladimir  Kush . 

3
 Cf . Secret Doctrine , I pp . 272 -73 

4
 Blavatsky  Collected  Writings , (WHAT IS THEOSOPHY ?) II  p. 88 

5
 ibid .,  II pp . 88 -89 ; [based  on Alexander Wilder õs New  Platonism  and  Alchemy .] 

6
 The meaning  of the  word  VidyƑ can  only  be rendered  by the  Greek  term  gnosis , the  knowledge  of hidden  and  

spiritual  things ; or  gains , the  knowledge  of BrahmƑ, that  is  to say, of the  God that  contains  all  the  gods. 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/
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But while these forms varied, departing from the 

Light of Truth , more and more with each generation, 

the basis of initiatory truths remained always the 

same. The symbols used to express the same ideas 

may differ, but in their hidden sense they always  ex-

press the same thoughts.
1
 

The term was revived in  the 

third century AD  by Ammonius  

Saccas , the Alexandrian Socr a-

tes of Neo - Platonism , teacher 

of Plotinus , and founder of the 

Eclectic Theosophical System . 

[Ammonius Saccas] and his disciples called the m-

selves òPhilaletheiansó ñ lovers of the truth; while 

others terme d them the òAnalogists,ó on account of 

their method of interpreting all sacred legends, sy m-

bolical myths and mysteries, by a rule of analogy or 

correspondence, so that events which had occurred 

in the external world were regarded as expressing 

operations a nd experiences of the human soul. It 

was the aim and purpose of Ammonius to reconcile 

all sects, peoples and nations under one common 

faith ñ a belief in one Supreme, Eternal, Unknown, 

and Unnamed Power, governing the Universe by 

immutable and eternal laws . His object was . . .  
2
 

To prove a primitive system of Theosophy, which 

at the beginning was essentially alike in all cou n-

tries;  

To induce all men to lay aside their strives and 

quarrels, and unite in purpose and thought as 

the children of one common mother;  

To purify the ancient religions, by degrees co r-

rupted and obscured, from all dross of human e l-

ement, by uniting and expounding them upon 

pure philosophical principles.
3
 

Eclectic Theosoph y  asserts : 

1 . Humanity is a periodic  

emanation from a single  

Noetic Essence , and  

2 . W hen by exertion and 

me r it a mortal soul activates 

its latent faculties and pote n-

cies , it can be re - connected  

with  its immortal noetic 

origin  and source . 

The central idea of the Eclecti c
4
 Theosophy was that 

of a single Supreme Essence, Unknown and Un-

knowable , for : 

òHow could one know the knower?ó 

as enquires BrihadƑranyaka Upanishad . Their sy s-

tem was characterised by three distinct features:  

[1]  The theory of the above -named Essence;  

[2]  The doctrine of the human soul ñ an eman a-

tion from the latter, hence of the same nature;  

[3]  And its theurgy.  

                                            
1

 Blavatsky  Collected  Writings , (THE BEACON OF THE UN KNOWN ð VI) XI  pp. 271 -72 

2
 ibid .,  XI  p. 271  

3
 Cf . ibid .,  (WHAT IS THEOSOPHY ?) II  p. 89 ; [based  on Alexander Wilder õs New  Platonism  and  Alchemy .] 

4
 [Lit . choosing  the  best  out  of everything ; name  applied  to certain  Gr eek thinkers  in  C2 &  C3 BCE.] 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/
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It is this last science which has led the Neo -

Platonists to be so misrepresented in our era of m a-

terialistic science. Theurgy being essentially the  art 

of applying the divine powers of man to the subord i-

nation of the blind forces of nature, its votaries were 

first termed magicians ñ a corruption of the word 

òMagh,ó signifying a wise, or learned man, and ñ 

derided. Sceptics of a century ago would have  been 

as wide of the mark if they had laughed at the idea 

of a phonograph or a telegraph. The ridiculed and 

the òinfidelsó of one generation generally become the 

wise men and saints of the next.
1
 

Hence , the Buddhistic , 

Vedantic , and Magian or Zor o-

astrian systems were taught  

in the  Eclectic Theosophical 

School along with all the  

philosophies of Greece . 

. . . Hence also, that pre -eminently Buddhistic and 

Indian feature among the ancient Theosophists of 

Alexandria,  

Of due reverence for parents and aged person s; 

A fraternal affection for the whole human race;  

And a compassionate feeling for even the dumb 

animals.  

While seeking to establish a system of moral  di s-

cipline which enforced upon people the duty  to 

live according to the laws of their respective cou n-

tries;  

To exalt their minds by the research and conte m-

plation of the one Absolute Truth ;
2
 .  .  .  

It was Theosophy which 

prompted such men as Hegel , 

Fichte , and Spinoza , to take up 

the labours of the old Grecian 

philosophers  and speculate 

upon the One Substance , the 

Deity , the Divine All , procee d-

ing from Divine Wisdom . 

[Ammonius Saccasõ chief object] was to extract from 

the various religious teachings, as from a many -

chorded instrument, one full and harmonious  melo-

dy, which would find response in every truth -loving 

heart.
3
 

. . . incomprehensible, unknown, and unnamed ñ 

by any ancient or modern religious philosophy, with 

the exception of Christianity and Mohammedanism. 

Every Theosophist, then, holding to a theory of the 

Deity òwhich has not revelation, but an inspiration 

of his own for its basis,ó may accept any of the above 

definitions or belong to any of these religions, and 

yet remain strictly within the boundaries of Theos o-

                                            
1

 Blavatsky  Collected  Writings , (WHAT IS THEOSOPHY ?) II  p. 90  [Magic : by  the  agency  of good spirits ; miraculous  
divine  action ; a communication  with  planetary  spirits  and  angels , òthe  gods of light .ó The first  school  of theurgy  
(theurgi a ) in  the  Christian  period  was founded  by  Iamblichus  among  other  Alexandrian  Platonists . Cf . Isis  Un-
veiled , I p. xlii .] 

2
 Cf . ibid .,  p. 89 ; [based  on Alexander Wilderõs New  Platonism  and  Alchemy .] 

3
 ibid .,  (WHAT IS THEOSOPHY ?) II  p. 89 ] 

http://www.philaletheians.co.uk/
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phy. For the latter is belief in the Deity as the ALL, 

the source of all existen ce, the infinite that cannot 

be either comprehended or known, the universe 

alone revealing It, or, as some prefer it, Him, thus 

giving a sex to that, to anthropomorphize which is 

blasphemy. True, Theosophy shrinks from brutal 

materialization; it prefers be lieving that, from etern i-

ty retired within itself, the Spirit of the Deity neither 

wills nor creates; but that, from the infinite  effulge n-

cy everywhere going forth from the Great  Centre, 

that which produces all visible and invisible things 

is but a Ray con taining in itself the generative and 

conceptive power, which, in its turn produces that 

which the Greeks called Macrocosm, the Kabbalists  

Tikkǆn or Adam Kadmon ñ the archetypal man, 

and the Aryans Purusha, the manifested Brahm, or 

the Divine Male. Theosoph y believes also in the An a-

stasis or continued existence, and in transmigration 

(evolution) or a series of changes in the sou l
1
 which 

can be defended and explained on strict philosoph i-

cal principles; and only by making a distinction b e-

tween ParamƑtma (transcendental, supreme soul) 

and JivƑtma (animal, or conscious soul) of the 

VedƑntins.
2
 

And it was Theosophy that 

made it possible for great 

thinkers  such as Plotinus , 

Schelling , and Emerson ,  

o  reflect upon  man õs  

divine ancestry . 

Plotinus, the pupil of the òGod-taughtó Ammonius, 

tells us, that the secret gnosis  or the knowledge of 

Theosophy, has three degrees ñ opinion, science, 

and illumination . òThe means or instrument: 

Of [opinion] the first is sense, or perception;  

Of [science]  the second, dialectics;  

Of [illumination] the third, intuition.  

To the last, reason is subordinate; it is absolute  

knowledge , founded on the identification of the mind 

with the object known.ó Theosophy is the exact sci-

ence of psychology, so to say; it stands in relation to 

natural, uncultivated mediumship, as the knowledge 

of a Tyndall stands to that of a school -boy in phy s-

ics. It develops in man a direct beholding; that which 

                                            
1

 In  a series  of articles  entitled  òThe Worldõs Gr eat Theosophists ,ó we intend  showing  that  from  Pythagoras , who  
got his  wisdom  in  India , down  to  our  best  known  modern  philosophers , and  theosophists  ñ David  Hume , and  

Shelley , the  English  poet  the  Spiritists  of France  included  ñ many  believed  and  yet  believe  in  metempsychosis  
or  reincarnation  of the  soul ; however  unelabo rated  the  system  of the  Spiritists  may  fairly  be regarded . 

[Such  a series  of articles  was never  written  by H.P. Blavatsky , although  some of the  material  in  The Theosoph i-
cal  Glossary , published  posthumously  in  1892 , has  similarity  to the  general  aim  Blavatsky  may  have had  in  
view. ñ Boris  de Zirkoff .] 

2
 ibid .,  (WHAT IS THEOSOPHY ?) II  pp . 91 -92 
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Schelling denominates òa realization of the identity 

of subject and object in  the individualó; so that un-

der the influence and knowledge of hyponoi a
1
 man 

thinks divine thoughts, views all things as they rea l-

ly are, and, finally, òbecomes recipient of the Soul of 

the World,ó to use one of the finest expressions of 

Emerson. òI, the imperfect, adore my own Perfectó ñ 

he says in his superb Essay on The Over - Soul.
2
 

 

The Riddle , by Charles Bragg  

                                            
1

 [Underlying  meaning ; deeper  sense.] 

2
 Cf . Blavatsky  Collected  Writings , (WHAT IS THEOSOPHY ?) II  pp . 95 -96 
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1. Is Theosophy a science? 

By looking inwards at the 

noumena l
1
 worlds and causes , 

Theosophy is Esoteric Science , 

par excellence . Exact Science 

is only concerned with ph e-

nomenal worlds  and effects . 

. . . the Esoteric Doctrine may well be called the 

òthread-doctrine,ó since, like Sutratman , in the  Ve-

danta philosophy, it passes through and strings t o-

gether all the ancient philosophical religious sy s-

tems, and reconciles and explains them all. We say 

now  it does more. It not only reconciles the various 

and apparently conflicting systems, but it checks  the 

discoveries of modern exact science, and shows 

some of them to be necessarily correct, since they 

are found corroborated in the ancient records.  

Science  is, undeniably, ultra -materialistic in our 

days; but it finds, in one sense, its justification.  Na-

ture behaving in  actu
2
 ever esoterically, and being, 

as the Kabbalists  say, in  abscondito ,
3
 can only be 

judged by the profane through her appearance, and 

tha t appearance is always deceitful on the physical 

plane.  On the other hand, the naturalists refuse to 

blend physics with metaphysics, the body with its 

informing soul and spirit, which they prefer ignoring . 

This is a matter of choice with some, while the m i-

nority strive very sensibly to enlarge the domain of 

physical science by trespassing on the forbidden 

grounds of metaphysics, so distasteful to some  ma-

terialists . These scientists are wise in their gener a-

tion. For all their wonderful discoveries would go f or 

nothing, and remain for ever headless  bodies, unless 

they lift the veil of matter and strain their eyes to see 

beyond . Now that they have studied nature in . . . 

her physical frame, it is time [to search for] . . . the 

noumenon of evanescent matter.
4
 

                                            
1

 [Adjective  of noumenon ; contraction  of ȌȎȎȜȋȄȌȎȌ, neuter  of present  participle , passive  of noein : to think , to  
apprehend , to conceive  ð noos (nous ), mind  (Gr.). Noumenon  was introduced  by German  philosopher  Immanuel  
Kant, 1774 ð1804, to contrast  phenomenon ; pl . phenomena , neuter  of present  participle , passive  of phainein : to  
show , to be seen, to appear ), appearing , apparent  to the  senses and  the  mind . In  Kantõs philosophy , noumenon  

is  an  object  of purely  intellectual  intuition , devoid  of all  phenomenal  attributes ; a thing  whose  existence  can  be 
reasoned  but  never  perceived . Cf . abstract  th inking, a quality of the H igher  Mind .] 

2
 [Power manifested  through  action .] 

3
 [Hidden  away , or in  its  òprivation ó in  the  Aristotelian  sense.] 

4
 Secret Doctrine , I p. 610  
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Esoteric Science corroborates 

Nature õs metaphysics and  

Divine Law s ; Exact Science , 

Its physics and natural laws . 

Once Theosophy and its principles are known, it  will 

be demonstrated that our philosophy is not only a 

òclose relative of modern science,ó but its forbear, 

though greatly transcending it in logic; and that its 

òmetaphysicsó is vaster, more beautiful and more 

powerful than any emanating from a dogmatic cult. 

It is the metaphysics of Nature in her chaste nake d-

ness, both physical, moral and spiritua l, alone c a-

pable of explaining the apparent miracle by means  of 

natural and psychic laws, and of completing the 

mere physiological and pathological notions of Sc i-

ence, and of killing for ever the anthropomorphic 

Gods and the Devils of dualistic religions. No one  be-

lieves more firmly in the Unity of the eternal laws 

than do the Theosophists.
1
 

In Its fruition , Theosophy is 

Inner  Knowledge about the  

divinity of Cosmos and Man , 

 

Theosophy is an all -embracing Science; many are 

the ways leading to it, as numero us in fact as its 

definitions, which began by the sublime, during the 

day of Ammonius Saccas, and ended by the ridic u-

lous ñ in Websterõs Dictionary . There is no reason 

why our critics should claim the right for themselves 

alone to know  what is theosophy and to define it. 

There were theosophists and Theosophical Schools 

for the last 2,000 years, from Plato down to the m e-

diaeval Alchemists, who knew the value of the term, 

it may be supposed. Therefore, when we are told 

that òthe question for consideration is not whether 

the Theosophical Society is  doing  good, but  whether 

it is doing that  kind  of good which  is  entitled  to the  

name  of Theosophyó ñ we turn round and ask: òAnd 

who is to be the judge in this mooted question ?ó We 

have heard of one of the greatest Theosophists who 

ever lived, who assured his audience that whosoever 

gave  a cup  of cold  water  to a little  one in his name, 

would have a greater reward than all the learned 

Scribes and Pharisees. òWoe to the world because of 

offences!ó
2
 

  

                                            
1

 Cf . Blavatsky  Collected  Writings , (MISCONCEPTIONS ) VIII  p. 76 

2
 ibid .,  (òORIGINAL PROGRAMME ó MANUSCRIPT ) VII  p. 169  
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