On Five Divine Dances

ANCING here must not be understood literally, as if Terpsichore was propi-

tious to those who engage in that kind of dancing which is the object of

sense; for this would be ridiculous. We must say, therefore, as Hermeas
beautifully observes, that there are divine dances:

1 in the first place, that of the Gods;
2 in the second place, that of divine souls:

3 in the third place, the revolution of the celestial divinities, viz. of the seven
planets, and the inerratic sphere, is called a dance:

4 in the fourth place, those who are initiated in the mysteries’ perform a cer-
tain dance: and,

5 in the last place, the whole life of a philosopher is a dance.

Terpsichore, therefore, is the inspective guardian of all dancing. Who then are those
that honour the goddess in the dance? Not those who dance well, but those who live
well through the whole of the present existence, elegantly arranging their life, and
dancing in symphony with the universe. Erato, says Hermeas, is denominated from
Love, and from making the works of Love, lovely: for she cooperates with Love. Calli-
ope is denominated from the eye (mapa thv oma); and Urania presides over astrono-
my. Through these two goddesses we preserve our rational part from being in
subjection to the irrational nature. For, through sight surveying the order of the ce-
lestial Gods, we properly arrange our irrational part. And further still, through
rhythms, philosophy, and hearing, we elegantly dispose that which we contain of the
disorderly and void of rhythm.”
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