On the acquisition of knowledge

The light and spirit of the Divinity are the wings of the soul. They
raise it to communion with the gods, above this earth, with
which the spirit of man is too ready to soil itself . . . To become
like the gods, is to become holy, just and wise. That is the end
for which man was created, and that ought to be his aim in the
acquisition of knowledge.

— Plato*

Knowledge comes in visions

A fragment from the pen of H.P.B.; at least it is attributed to her in
The Theosophist, Vol. XXXI, March, 1910, p. 685

NOWLEDGE comes in visions, first in dreams and then in pictures present-

ed to the inner eye during meditation. Thus have I been taught the whole

system of evolution, the laws of being and all else that I know—the myster-
ies of life and death, the workings of karma. Not a word was spoken to me of all this
in the ordinary way, except, perhaps, by way of confirmation of what was thus given
me—nothing taught me in writing. And knowledge so obtained is so clear, so con-
vincing, so indelible in the impression it makes upon the mind, that all other sources
of information, all other methods of teaching with which we are familiar dwindle into
insignificance in comparison with this. One of the reasons why I hesitate to answer
offhand some questions put to me is the difficulty of expressing in sufficiently accu-
rate language things given to me in pictures, and comprehended by me by the pure
Reason, as Kant would call it.

Theirs is a synthetic method of teaching: the most general outlines are given first,
then an insight into the method of working, next the broad principles and notions
are brought into view, and lastly begins the revelation of the minuter points.?

1
Blavatsky Collected Writings, (THE BEACON OF THE UNKNOWN - II) XI p. 254; [quoting Pheedrus, 246d-e;
Theaetetus, 176b.]

2
Ibid., XIII p. 285
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