








[ 63 ]

condition of the sex problem, and indicates that Mr.

Leadbeater's vile teachings to, and practices with boys-

trying
"
to wean lads from evil practices

"
is her version

Of it are part of a process necessary
"
to save mankind

in the near future." The "
lessening of the sex impulse

"

on the
"

line of higher mental evolution
"

is
"
too slow."

"
Early marriage and birth-control

"
preceded, one

must assume, by Leadbeaterism are now Mrs. Besant's

inspired panaceas.

The appalling menace to the evolution oj the spiritual

nature in man, of the secret Leadbeater teaching known

as the
"
X-system," is shown by the evidence of

Dr. Eleanor M. Hiestand-Moore (M.D.), Editor of the

Theosophic Voice (Chicago), in which all the Leadbeater

proceedings of 1906 were reported and discussed.

In the August number, 1908, Dr. Hiestand-Moore

writes :

During the winter of 1906-7 the Editor [herself] was

in Chicago and in order to combat the widespread tendency

to upheld self-abuse on the lines indicated by Mr. Leadbeater,

a series of lectures on the psychology of sex was given. There

were members in the E. S., and out of it who upheld the

X-system. One person declared. . . that this system would,

before many years, be taught in our public schools. Still

another insisted that by selj-abuse humanity was to return to

the hermaphroditic type and that this practice would be universal

among Pijth Round Humanity. A number declared that,

while they did not pretend to know anything about such

matters, they had understood this was a highly occult teaching

given to would-be disciples ! We could lay hands on a letter

setting forth the claim that this teaching is purely
"
esoteric

"

and not to be estimated by exoteric standards 'this, too,

from a Branch president ! [Italics mine. A. L. C.].

These instances are sufficiently appalling in themselves.

But what can we say now that The Voice has elicited a



correspondence which is simply a brazen defence of these
"
teachings

"
P
1

What, then, must be the moral condition of this

horrible travesty of theoldT.S. now, fourteen years after

Dr. Hiestand-Moore wrote the foregoing ? Mrs. Besant

is thus seen to have now returned practically to the Neo-

Malthusianism of her earlier, pre-theosophic association

with the late Charles Bradlaugh. It may not be generally
known that H. P. B. refused to accept her as a pupil until

she had published a recantation of all she and Bradlaugh
had advocated in The Fruits oj Philosophy. It is a

sinister omen that under C. W. Leadbeater, the sex

pervert, Mrs. Besant has abandoned H. P. Blavatsky's

imperative requirement for becoming a student of White

Occultism, and has returned to the essentially materialis-

tic doctrine of
"
birth-control," in direct contravention of

the true Occult teaching. In other words, her assertion

amounts to this : Self-control is not possible (or is
"
too slow "), therefore we must control results. How

different is the Occult teaching is well-known to all

who have taken the trouble to read H. P. B.'s articles

from which I have already quoted (see ante p. 31) and

the splendid chapter in Vol. II of The Secret Doctrine

entitled
" The Curse from a Philosophical Point of View."

1 As to the methods employed to suppress criticism, Dr.

Hiestand-Moore says in the same issue :

"
Slander, falsehood, deceit,

treachery, all have been summoned to the support of Mr. Leadbeater's

cause. Anonymous communications have been written to confound

the prosecution, letters have been stolen and threats made. The
Editor of The Voice has been compelled to call upon the Secret Service

to protect her mails." [An entire issue in proof with copy and unset

matter disappeared, and had to be rewritten !] Again, the Editor

of the O. E. Critic writes :

"
It is understood, and I have the direct

testimony of the publisher to the fact, that the entire edition of the

Brooks' books [Esoteric Bogeydom and Neo-Theosophy Exposed] was

corralled by Mrs. Besant in order to suppress their circulation. They
tell too much about her."
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And H. P. B. told me herself that she included the

following verse in The Voice oj the Silence with the

express object of combating such teachings and placing

the Occult doctrine beyond possibility of misinterpreta-

tion :

" Do not believe that lust can ever be killed out if

gratified or satiated, for this is an abomination inspired

by Mdra. It is by feeding vice that it expands and

waxes strong, like to the worm that fattens on the

blossom's heart."

In a note H. P. B. explains that Mara is
"

personified

temptation through men's vices, and translated literally

means '

that which kills
'

the Soul/' Far from
"
saving

"

mankind, therefore, these professed
'

expanders
'

and
'

expounders
'

of H. P. B.'s doctrines are in reality doing

their best to hasten its end. Better far, from the Occult

standpoint, that a race should be wiped out by
"
outraged

Nature," as were the Atlanteans for the same sins, than

that it should be kept alive only to sink lower and lower

until
" Mara "

kills its Soul.

In the
"
Watch-Tower

"
(Theosophist, March, 1922,)

Editorial mention is made of a display at Adyar of

"treasures of the most varied kinds," which have just

been unearthed from
"

all the old locked-up boxes "

at the headquarters. Why, one may not unreasonably

enquire, has Mrs. Besant waited until 1922 to disinter,

for instance, a long and valuable letter from H. P. B.

herself ? Why have such
"
treasures

"
been kept back

JOY over thirty years ; just as
"
Letters

"
from the Masters

(the Trans-Himalayan Brotherhood) were kept hidden

away for an even longer period nearly forty years ?

The reasons are so ridiculously transparent that they
would hardly deceive an intelligent child. Mrs. Besant

is becoming seriously discomposed, even alarmed, by the

growing strength of the
" Back to Blavatsky

"
movement,

5
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which is in itself a reaction against her own neglect.

Hence all this
"
burrowing

"
(her own word)

in order to make a brave show of these
"
treasures

"

for which she had no sort of use until, disturbed by
alarming rumours, she hastily resorts to them for

purposes of camouflage and disguise. For she is a

skilful opportunist and clever actress, assuming succes-

sive parts with as convincing an air as any
"
star

"
;

neither does she scruple to employ every device of the

party politician.

Does Mrs. Besant seriously believe that this attempt
to drag the red herring of an unexplained and suddenly
awakened interest in these

"
treasures

"
across the trail

of Mr. Leadbeater's infamies will deceive anyone save

their blind and infatuated followers ? Has she forgotten

that when, only two years after H. P. Blavatsky's death,

she came under the direct hypnotic control of Brahmin

influence, she threw doubts upon her old Teacher's bona

fides and her occult knowledge ; and, in the course of

formulating her charges against her fellow-disciple (a

chela of many years' standing before she ever even heard

of Theosophy) suggested to Mr. Judge that, "misled by

a high example
"

(H. P. B.), he had fallen
"
a victim/'

For, as she then told him, her
"
theory was first, that

H. P. B. had committed several frauds for good ends and

made bogus messages ; second, that [he] was misled by
her example ; and third, that H. P. B. had given [him]

permission to do such acts. She then," continues Mr.

Judge,
"
asked me to confess thus, and that would

clear up all. I peremptorily denied such a horrible lie,

and warned her that everywhere I would resist such

attack on H. P. B. These are the facts, and the real

issue is around H. P. B/' (The Path, March, 1895.)

With the complete disruption of the Society the

Brahmin period of dominance over Mrs. Besant came
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to an end. Then followed the Leadbeater regime, the

first phase of which culminated in the crisis of 1906.

But on Colonel Olcott's death in the following year, she

contrived the realisation of her great ambition, and

became President of the Society. At this point in her

career, however, there were two serious difficulties which

she had to meet '.first, the Leadbeater scandal which

raised a storm of horror and protest from those oldjand
tried members who had remained in the Society up to

that time, but who then practically withdrew in a body

Deprived of their support, and having reinstated the

infamous Leadbeater, Mrs. Besant realised that, as

President, she could no longer risk appearing half-

hearted over H. P. Blavatsky; nay more, she needed

the support of her venerated name ; second, as President

of the Society created by H. P. B., she must, for the sake

of her own prestige, take some definite action which

would remove all possibility of suspicion that she was

no longer the follower of the Teacher whom she had,

in Jact, already
"
denied

"
and

"
betrayed

"
only two

years after her death. Mrs. Besant realised, in short,

that she had gone too far, and must now retrieve the

position. Accordingly, in 1907, she issued a pamphlet
entitled H. P. Blavatsky and the Masters of the [sic]

Wisdom, in which, with all her accustomed ability, she

dealt once more with the famous (or rather infamous)

Report of the Society for Psychical Research, published

in 1885. But the concluding eulogy strikes a false note,

coming from one who, as I have shown, was capable of

being persuaded that H. P. B. had concocted messages

from those Masters Whom she so faithfully served for

two-thirds of her life.

It was at this time also (1907), so Mrs. Besant later

declared, that
"
the T. S. fully regained its original

position, with the Masters of the [sic] Wisdom as once
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more the
'

First Section
'

of the Society." This

bold assertion was made in 1919, when, under

pressure of some fresh scare connected with Mr. Lead-

beater, Mrs. Besant published a small volume of the

Masters' Letters (most of which had presumably been

lying in the archives of the Society at Adyar for nearly

forty years !), obviously for no other reason than because

among them are two alleged to have been received by

Mr. Leadbeater. This she did in order to bolster up
the extravagant claims she now makes for him as a
"
Great Teacher." But there were many who received

Letters in the early days, and there is no reason . why
similar claims should not be made for all the recipients !

In the article entitled
" Whom will ye Serve ?

"

(Theosophist, March, 1922,) Mrs. Besant says that H. P.

B.
"
formed an inner circle of her pupils, that it might

bear witness to the truth and reality of the inner side

of life." This was the
"
Inner Group

"
of which she

and I were two of the six women members. But as,

unfortunately Mr. Leadbeater was not included, although

he had become a member of the T. S. some years before,

she adds :

" And behold ! ere she passed away, she had

led others to the Light, and bade them bear witness

to it. . ." Considering that she "passed away" less

than a year after forming the Inner Group in the summer
of 1890, and that we were constantly with her and

never heard of these
"
others," this statement is mani-

festly untrue. Mrs. Besant also refers to Mr. Leadbeater

as
"
one of H. P. B.'s nearest and most trusted pupils

[Absolutely untrue. A. L. C.] whom she had led to

his Master of many lives, and in whom she had awakened

the powers since so splendidly used in the service of the

Society that he might become a great Teacher. . ."

I challenge Mrs. Besant to produce anything in

writing by H. P. B. to warrant this audacious assertion.
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I was a pupil of H. P. B. (and through her was accepted

as
"
a chela on probation/' in 1889) before Mrs. Besant

joined the T. S., and saw her expel one of her most

gifted and valued workers from the Esoteric Section for

offences against the occult and moral law similar to

those with which Mr. Leadbeater's name has now been

associated for nearly twenty years. H. P. B. was

always extremely strict on this particular point, and

many would-be aspirants for chelaship were refused on

this one ground alone, while others who had been

accepted
"
on probation

"
failed almost immediately

afterwards.

When I joined the T. S. in 1885 mv diploma was

signed by Colonel Olcott as President and C.W. Lead-

beater as Secretary (he was then at Adyar), but I never

heard him mentioned by H. P. B. or anyone else at

the London Headquarters, as a person of any importance

whatever, in the occult sense. Mrs. Besant goes on to

say that H. P. B. left
"
the twain of us [Leadbeater

and herself] to bear personal witness to the truth when

she had gone
"

! Where is her evidence that Mr. Lead-

beater was ever one of H. P. B.'s pupils ? There is

none, save this bare, unsupported assertion of a highly

interested party. How could these two, to the exclu-

sion of all H. P. B.'s pupils some of them "
regularly

accepted chelas on probation
"

be specially selected,

taught, and prepared, (and above all, to promulgate

the sort of
"
teachings

"
of which I have given a few

specimens), without any of us hearing even a hint

of it ! Moreover, I never saw, or even heard of Mr.

Leadbeater at the London Headquarters while H. P. B.

was alive. I might just as well claim such a mission for

myself, or Mr. Mead, or Dr. Keightley, or any other

member of the Inner Group who has remained true to

the pledge and the Teacher
; and with greater justice,
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for Mrs. Besant has not. The truth is that Mr. Lead-

beater was never heard of in connection with occult

teaching until he was taken up and foisted on the

unfortunate T. S. and E. S. as a
"
Great Teacher

"
by

Mrs. Besant who was herself never more than a
"
chela

on probation
"

during H. P. B.'s lifetime.

Let me refer again to H. P. B.'s article "The

Theosophical Mahatmas
"

from which I have already

quoted (ante p. 3), in which she deals with the members

of the T. S. who were
"
regularly accepted chelas on

probation/' and the subsequent failure of nearly all of

them. If this was true at that time, it can certainly

now be applied to the case of Mrs. Besant, who, in my
judgment and that of many others, conspicuously failed

under two great tests. The first failure occurred when

she went to India in 1893, became an orthodox Hindu,

and was induced to entertain those doubts of her Teacher

that I have already alluded to. (ante p. 66.) Bound up
with this failure the doubt of the Teacher was her

attack on her fellow chela, Mr. Judge.

The second failure was a far worse one when, in

1906, after having publicly endorsed the finding of the

Advisory Committee on Leadbeater's crimes (see footnote

ante p. 59), she suddenly turned round and secured his

reinstatement. In thus condoning and even endorsing

immorality of the vilest description, she denied one of

the strictest occult laws binding upon a chela.

This double failure had far more serious results in

her case than in those of which H. P. B. wrote in 1886,

because, owing to her commanding position as a leader,

the fate of the many thousands of earnest souls in the

Society who believed in and followed her implicitly,

was involved.



Tampering with H. P. Blavatsky's

writings.

THE
result of Mrs. [Besant's first failure, through

harbouring doubts of her Teacher's bona fides and

esoteric knowledge, was soon manifested when she

began to publish new editions of H. P. B.'s works. The

first noteworthy example was her excision from The Voice

of the Silence of passages and notes, presumably out of

deference to Brahmin sentiment, which then governed

her actions. One of the last verses in
" The Two Paths

"

(the second of the
"
Three Fragments

"
forming the

little book) in the original edition (1889) begins thus :

" He who becomes Pratyeka Buddha, makes his obeisance

but to his Self/' In a footnote H. P. B. explains that
"
Pratyeka Buddhas are those Bodhisattvas who strive

after and often reach the Dharmakaya robe after a

series of lives. Caring nothing for the woes of mankind

or to help it, but only for their own bliss, they enter

Nirvana and disappear from the sight and the hearts

of men. In Northern Buddhism a
'

Pratyeka Buddha
'

is a synonym of spiritual Selfishness."

In Mrs. Besant's edition both the passage and the

footnote I have quoted are omitted. Her reason for this

unscrupulous proceeding is given in a footnote on p. 416
of the so-called

"
third volume

"
of The Secret Doctrine.

In this note Mrs. Besant, from the heights of her then

newly-acquired Brahmanical wisdom, adopts the following

dictatorial and censorious tone towards her late

Teacher :

The Pratyeka Buddha stands on the level of the Buddha [I],

but His work for the world has nothing to do with its



[ 72 J

teaching, and His office has always been surrounded with

mystery. The preposterous [sic] view that He, at such

superhuman height oi power, wisdom and love could be

selfish, is found in the exoteric books, though it is hard to

see how it can have arisen. H. P. B. charged me to correct

the mistake, as she had, in a careless moment, eofiied such a

statement elsewhere. A. B.

Observe the assumption of superior knowledge to

H. P. B.'s, and the use of the words
"
preposterous

"

and
"
careless." To any real Oriental chela such an

attitude towards his Guru would be simply unthinkable ;

but we have seen how very quickly Mrs. Besant believed

herself to have soared far above the" chela on probation
"

state of her H. P. B. days into that of an
"

Initiate
"

and future
"
Supreme Ruler of the World of Gods and

men/' To such vanity and self-delusion everything is

possible. How different was the attitude of the real

Occultist who was spoken of by the Masters as
" Our

Brother H. P. B.," yet called herself
"
a Chela of one

of Them "
I

The passage I have italicised in the above footnote

by Mrs. Besant is untrue on the face of it to anyone
who knew, as I did, the loving care with which H. P.

B. prepared this unique little book of
"
Golden Precepts."

Moreover, she states in her Preface that the verses given

are selected from a much larger number which she
"
learnt by heart." Further, H. P. B. not only repeated

but greatly amplified this statement about the Pratyeka
Buddha in her Theosophical Glossary, a fact which Mrs.

Besant had evidently forgotten when she concocted the

footnote quoted above. 1 The Pratyeka Buddha is

doubtless much that Mrs. Besant claims for him, but

she does not seem to know, or has probably forgotten,

1 See also An Introduction to MahayAna Buddhism, by W. M.

McGovern, 1922. Kegan Paul. He confirms H. P. B.'s definition.
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that there are two classes of Masters, two
"
Paths

"

(as this very section of The Voice oj the Silence shows) ;

that the
"
Pairs of Opposites

"
obtain on all planes of

Manifestation and Being, right up to the threshold of

the C/rananifested the ONE ; that, while there are

Masters oj COMPASSION, there must of necessity exist

also the opposite pole the wearers of the
"
Dharmakaya

robe," with all the power and knowledge which that

state implies, but without that Compassion which alone

makes a Master of the
"
Right Hand Path."1

It was a great and valuable feature of H. P. B.'s,

method that she taught us to reason on these lines,

checking everything by the Law of Correspondences.

But Mrs. Besant has evidently long since abandoned

this, and prefers the sacerdotal plan of accepting every-

thing on
"
authority," which in her present phase means

Leadbeater or her own psychic delusions. The " World

Teacher
"
dogma is a case in point. She asserts it as

a fact to be accepted because she says it ; whereas, as

I have shown, it is untenable in the light of The Secret

Doctrine (see ante p. 2), which endorses Oriental tradition

and cyclic law.

Mrs. Besant 's partiality for the Pratyeka Buddha,

however, may possibly be explained by some words

that H. P. B. once wrote of her to Mr. Judge :

"
She

is not psychic or spiritual in the least all intellect/'

For H. P. B. opens her paragraph in the Theosophical

Glossary on the Pratyeka Buddha with these words :

1 It was . . . during the highest point of civilisation and know-

ledge, as also of human intellectuality, of ... the Atlantean Race
that . . . humanity branched off into its two diametrically opposite

paths ; the Right and the Left-hand paths of knowledge or of

Vidya.
" Thus were the germs oj the White and the Black Magic sown

in those days. The seeds lay latent for some time, to sprout only during
the early period of the Fifth (our Race)." (Commentary). The Secret

Doctrine. First Edition, Vol. I,, p. 192.
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" The Pratyeka Buddha is a degree which belongs

exclusively to the YogachArya school .... one of high

intellectual development with no true spirituality ". (Italics

mine.) Moreover, we have the authority of the Maha
Chohan Himself (the Head of the Trans-Himdlayan

Brotherhood) for the statement that even Nirvana
is,

"
after all, but an exalted and glorious selfishness/'

In the Theosophist for March, 1922, Mrs. Besant

says, in her
"
Watch-Tower

"
notes :

A wild theory has just been started in the U. S. A. that

The Secret Doctrine, brought out by the London T. P. H.

after H. P. B/s death, was not as H. P. B. wanted it. The

insinuation is made that H. P. B. was
"
edited

"
by those

in charge oi the second edition. The trustees to whom she

left the safeguarding oj he? printed books and unpublished

manuscripts were all her own pupils who had lived i&ith her

for years, and they made only such changes as she had herselj

directed, which consist mainly in the correction oi verbal and

grammatical errors, and the arrangement 0f the material of

Vol. III.

I have italicised the statements requiring explanation

or correction. The "
second edition," as Mrs. Besant

must be well aware, was merely a re-print to meet an

unexpected demand, and bears the same date as the

original edition, viz., 1888. But as Mrs. Besant only

joined the T. S. early in 1889, and was led to seek an

interview with H. P. Blavatsky after reviewing The

Secret Doctrine for the late Mr. W. T. Stead, then Editor

of the Pall Mall Gazette, clearly she can know absolutely

nothing of the preparation of its first or of its
"
second

edition
"

! As to the alleged
"
trustees/' I can only say

that I never heard of their existence. Mrs. Besant only
"
lived with

"
H. P. B. for rather more than eighteen

months. H. P. B. left 17, Lansdowne Road, London, W., in

the summer of 1889, the Headquarters being moved to Mrs.
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Besant's house in Avenue Road, N.W., where she died

fn May 1891, while Mrs. Besant was on her way back

from a lecture tour in America.

Take next the alleged
"
safeguarding

"
of H. P.

B/s "
unpublished manuscripts." Those who were

responsible for the so-called Volume III, had a strange

and unusual conception of the meaning of the word
"
safeguarding.

1 '

It so happens that while it was being

set up I was able actually to peruse one or two of the

familiar long foolscap sheets which H. P. B. always

covered with her small fine handwriting. They were

mutilated almost beyond recognition, few of her sentences

remaining intact ; and there were
"
corrections

"
not

only in the handwritings of the editors, Mrs. Besant

and Mr. Mead, but also in that of others which I was

able to identify. More than this I cannot say without

abusing confidence ; but the wrong done to my Teacher

compels me to say this much.

Those who were H. P. B/s untiring and unfailing

helpers in the preparation of The Secret Doctrine for

the press in 1887-88, Dr. Archibald and Mr. Bertram

Keightley, have, fortunately for posterity, put on record

their experiences of those days. They have made state-

ments of the utmost value in connection with the facts

I am here dealing with, which they wrote specially for

Countess Wachtmeister's Reminiscences oj H. P. Blavatsky

and "
The Secret Doctrine" published in 1893. Moreover,

Dr. Keightley wrote an account of H. P. B.'s manifold

literary activities at this time, which appeared in the

Theosophist for July 1889, in which he states that
"

the

Third Volume of The Secret Doctrine is in MS. ready to

be given to the printers. [Italics mine. A. L. C.] It

will consist mainly of a series of sketches of the great

Occultists of all ages, and is a most wonderful and

fascinating work."
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In the face of this clear and definite statement,

made by one whose word I know to be unimpeachable,
and who lived and worked with H. P. B. at that time,

what becomes of H. P. B.'s alleged
"
directions

"
for

the
"
arrangement of the material of Vol. Ill

"
which Mrs.

Besant speaks of above, and the statement in the Preface

to her version of Vol. Ill :

" The task of preparing

this volume for the press has been a difficult and anxious

one. . . The papers given to me by H. P. B. were

quite unarranged, and had no obvious order. . ."? This

volume, given by Mrs. Besant to the world in 1897, is

most certainly not the one Dr. Keightley speaks of as

"ready" for "the printers" in 1889, as I w^ prove.

WHAT THEN BECAME OF THAT VOLUME ?

But first I will quote Dr. Stokes, Editor of the

0. E. Critic, whose most specific charges and plain

statements of fact hardly come under the purposely

misleading term
"
insinuations/' used by Mrs. Besant !

Dr. Stokes
"
insinuates

"
nothing ; he heads his most

damaging accusation as follows :

"ANNIE BESANT'S CORRUPTION OF THE SECRET

DOCTRINE."

In all probability Annie Besant 's
"
revision

"
of H. P.

Blavatsky's original edition of The Secret Doctrint consti-

tutes the most colossal case of corruption of an original text

to be found in history. A group of students is comparing the

original edition with the
"
third and revised edition," edited

by Annie Besant and G. R. S. Mead, after the author's

death. . . I am informed by those making the comparison

[that] . . . the actual changes will be far more than twenty

thousand. Many oi these changes are trivial and one wonders

at the impertinence or conceit which inspired them. Some

of the changes -those which might have put students on

their guard against the so-called Third Volume -can only be
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construed as deliberate and intentional suppressions and

corruptions of the original text. And this in a work ol which

the Master K. H. wrote :

"
Every mistake or erroneous notion

corrected and explained by her from the works of other Theoso-

phists was corrected by me or under my instruction." The true

title of the
"
third and revised edition

"
should be

"
The

Secret DocMne, written by H. P. Blavatsky, corrected and

approved by the Master K. H., and corrupted by Annie

Besant." It is almost impossible to comprehend the colossal

conceit, the limitless contempt for common literary decency
which could have inspired such an act of vandalism, to say

nothing of such disrespect for the Master whom she professes

to venerate. And all of this is put forth as the work of

H. P. Blavatsky herself, with the mere apology in the

preface that
" Had H. P. Blavatsky lived to issue the new

edition, she would doubtless have corrected and enlarged it

to a very considerable extent." What a specious excuse?

[Repeated in the preface to the alleged Vol. IIL -A. L. C.]

Had H. P. B.
"
corrected and enlarged it

"
it would without

doubt have been done under the same guidance and authority

which directed and corrected the first edition. It is enough
to cast suspicion on each and every quotation of original

sources made by Mrs. Besant, and her emendation of the

Theosophy of H. P. B. as well. (October i2th, 1921.)

As for the third volume, edited and published after the

death of H. P. B. from manuscripts left by her, nobody

knows, in the absence of a previous edition issued by her,

how much of it is H. P. B.'s and how much is not, but there

is good evidence that much of it is not, which is the more

likely in view of the vandalisms the same editors perpetrated

in the first two volumes. In no sense can the
"
third and

revised edition
"

be said to be a re-print of the original Secret

Doctrine of H. P. Blavatsky. (December 2ist, 1921.)

I most fully endorse all that Dr. Stokes so ably

demonstrates, and I can quite believe that, in regard

to Vol. Ill, some of the contents are not by H. P. B.



the style in places is not hers at all. But I can enlighten

him as~to those portions of the contents of which I have

actual knowledge. I may here add that, when my own

group of students were checking the " third and revised

edition
"

of the first and second volumes of The Secret

Doctrine by the original edition of 1888, they came

across no less than four specific references by H. P. B.

to Vols. Ill and IV as being practically completed, viz.,

Vol. I, Preface, and p. n ; Vol. II, pp. 437, 798, ist

Ed., 1888. Mrs. Besant coolly deleted all these without

a word of explanation !

How unnecessary nearly all of this so-called
"
revision

"
was, can be realised in the Keightleys'

accounts (see Countess Wachtmeister's book) of the care

taken over the proofs of the first edition. Mr. Bertram

Keightley says they first
"
read the whole mass of MSS.

a pile over three feet high most carefully through,

correcting the English and punctuation where absolutely

indispensable." (Contrast this modesty and respect for

the author with the spirit that perpetrated the thirty

thousand corrections in the
"
third edition

"
!)

It was

then arranged under H. P. B/s supervision in Sections,

etc., and professionally typewritten. This first copy was

again revised and any obscurities explained. It should

be noted here that Mr. Keightley says they laid before

H. P. B. "a plan, suggested by the character of the

matter itself, viz., to make the work consist of four

volumes ... to follow the natural order of exposition

and begin with the Evolution of Cosmos, to pass from

that to the Evolution of Man, then to deal with the

historical part in a third volume treating of the lives

of some great Occultists, and of
'

Practical Occultism'

in a fourth." This proves that at least the whole of

the material for Vol. Ill was actually there (Dr. Keightley

elsewhere states that it was ready Jor the printer.} Finally
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the Keightleys themselves set to work to type out a

fair copy of Vols. I and II for the printer.
"
H. P. B.

read and corrected two sets of galley proofs, then a

page proof, and finally a revise in sheet, correcting,

adding, and altering up to the very last moment."

Dr. A. Keightley says :
- ". . . no work and no

trouble, no suffering or pain could daunt her from her

task. Crippled with rheumatism, suffering from a

disease which had several times nearly proved fatal,

she still worked on unflaggingly, writing at her desk

the moment her eyes and fingers could guide the pen.

. . . We had to carry on the general scheme ... to

act as watch-dogs and help her to make the meaning
as clear as possible. But all the work was hers . . .

it went through three or four other hands besides H.

P. B.'s in galley proof, as well as in revise. She was

her own most severe corrector. . ."

Another able helper was Mr. E. Douglas Fawcett,

the well-known author of The Riddle oj the Universe,

of whom both the Keightleys speak in terms of high

praise. His profound knowledge of science, philosophy,
and metaphysics was invaluable.

" He supplied many
of the quotations from scientific works, as well as many
confirmations of the occult doctrines derived from

similar sources."

And this monumental work, produced with such

meticulous care and precautions against errors, is

subjected to some thirty thousand corrections by its

subsequent
"
editors "I In all my study of the original

edition I have never found more than a few errors that

matter in the least, and these are mostly typographical

and quite obvious to any person of average intelligence.

The marvel is that there are so few in a work of such

magnitude and scope. Those of my students who

possess only the "third and revised edition" (the first
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and second now being scarce), have re-corrected it to

agree with the first ; and to look at the pages covered

with these re-corrections brings home to one, as nothing
else can, the force and justice of Dr. Stokes's indictment.

Let us hope that when H. P. B.'s great work is under-

stood and accepted seriously at its true worth, an indig-

nant posterity will pass judgment on one of the worst

examples of literary vandalism in the nineteenth century.

In her Preface to Vol. Ill, Mrs. Besant boldly states

that, in regard to the Sections entitled
" The Mystery

of Buddha," there are
"
very numerous errors of fact,

and many statements based on exoteric writings, not

on esoteric knowledge
"

! If her own statement with

which I have dealt, regarding the Pratyeka Buddha is

to be taken as the measure of her capacity to judge of

the merit or demerit of H. P. B.'s work, all that Mrs.

Besant says, or skilfully suggests, in this Preface can be

dismissed as absolutely worthless. But in view of the

fact that she then believed herself to be acting under

the direction of
"
a Master in the flesh

"
(see Mr. Martyn's

letter, ante pp. 18-19 an<^ footnote p. 56), who happened
to be an orthodox Brahmin, these unfounded pronounce-
ments which I quote with regard to the Sections on the

Lord Buddha are perhaps not so surprising. I use the

word "unfounded" advisedly, for she makes two

separate statements as to the way in which she obtained

the material for this so-called Vol. III. She opens the

Preface with the first one :

" The task of preparing

this volume for the press has been a difficult and anxious

one, and it is necessary to state clearly what has been

done." This is one of her usual formulas, after which

she proceeds to do the exact opposite. She thus

continues, in fact :

" The papers given to me by
H. P. B. . . ." But Mrs. Besant was not in England
when H. P. B. died, quite unexpectedly, and with only



three of her pupils present, namely, Mr. Claude Wright,
Mr. Walter Old and Miss Laura Cooper (now Mrs. G. R.

S. Mead.) We were all summoned by telegram, and I

was at Avenue Road within a few hours. I never heard

of any evidence that she gave Mrs. Besant papers, or

directions about papers, before the latter left for America

on a lecture tour ; and most certainly H. P. B. never

formally
"
appointed

"
her, or anyone else, as her

"successor," for the very good reason that I have

given elsewhere that the movement had definitely

failed, and she was
"
recalled.

"
(see ante p. 2.)

To return to Mrs. Besant's Preface. Her second

statement is that the papers for the Sections on " The

Mystery of the Buddha "
were

"
given into my hands

to publish, as part of the Third Volume of The Secret

Doctrine. . ." By whom were they
"
given

"
? Certainly

not by H. P. B. ; and why does Mrs. Besant speak of

these Sections on the Buddha as if they were something

apart from the
"
papers

"
she alleges she received from

H. P. B. ? Clearly any further analysis is useless, for

in all probability the truth about what really happened
to all H. P. B/s MSS. after her death will never be known,

since the few who do know will, naturally, never speak.

Brushing aside, therefore, Mrs. Besant 's
"
explana-

tory
"

Preface, Volume III, as given to the public in

1897, appears to be simply a collection of fugitive articles

which, as I have shown, were obviously freely edited.

To pad out the volume (the MSS. spoken of by H. P. B.

in Vols. I and II, as already existing, having mysteriously

vanished) Mrs. Besant prints both the E. S. T. and the

Inner Group Instructions, despite the pledge of secrecy

taken by her and all other recipients of these teachings.

In justification of this she states six years after H. P.

B.'s death that H. P. B. instructed her to do so I The

worthlessness of such
"
instructions

"
is palpable in the

6
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light of her naive belief in the alleged reincarnation of her

Teacher in Mr. 's little daughter. (Needless to add that,

under Leadbeater, she has another version of this idea
!)

We have the usualjnisleading and disingenuous statement

in a
"
Note

"
which is prefixed to these Instructions. Mrs.

Besant says :

"
Papers I, II and III . . . were written by

H. P. B. and were circulated privately during her lifetime
"

These
"
Papers

"
are the E. S. Instructions. She

calls those given to the Inner Group
"
Notes of some

Oral Teaching." But, with two exceptions, almost every

word of both E. S. and I. G. Instructions are given intact,

just as we received them ; I possess them all. The

two exceptions are, first, the practical teachings, given

at the first meeting of the 7. G., for Yoga development,

which even Mrs. Besant had not the hardihood to

publish ; and, second, a very long
"
Preliminary Memo-

randum
"

to Instructions III.



The Truth about the E. S. Council, and the

Inner Group.

THE
E. S. Instructions were written by H. P. B.

during the winter of 1888-89. The I- G. Teachings
were given orally by H. P. B. at its meetings in

1890-91. It was the duty of the two secretaries,

Mrs. Besant and Mr. Mead, to write these Teachings up,

from notes sent in by all oj us, after each meeting, and

record them in a book. This record was dealt with at

each succeeding meeting, corrected and often amplified by
H. P. B. All these might, therefore, have been included

in Vol. IV of The Secret Doctrine, according to the

general plan of the work adopted by H. P. B., if she

had lived and had permitted it. Mrs. Besant's statement

that they were written with that in view is incorrect,

and was obviously made to justify her action in using
them for her version of Vol. III.

In the Theosophist for March, 1922, Mrs. Besant

published an article in which several false statements

are made concerning the history of the E. S. The

writer, a Mr. Fritz Eunz, quotes Colonel Olcott's Old

Diary Leaves as authority for saying that
"
the first

move towards founding the E. S. was made in 1881,"

that it was
"
organised steadily through the trials of

1884-85;' and merely "announced
"

in 1888. The

actual facts (see Theosophist, April, 1880) are, that when

H. P. B. established the real THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY OR

UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD at Benares in 1879 (the T. S.

founded at New York in 1875 was only a
"
Miracle

Club/' as Colonel Olcott says, with no
"
brotherhood



plank "), it was on a purely esoteric basis. It was under

the direct guidance of the Trans-Himalayan Brotherhood^

Who formed the First Section ; the second and third

being for
"
accepted

"
and "

probationary
"

chelas

respectively. When I joined the T. S. in 1885, these

rules were still in force in the London Lodge. But

Colonel Olcott insisted on an exoteric organisation with
"
the occultism more in the background

"
; and the

crisis of 1884-85, which drove H. P. B. from India (see

her letter of 1890, ante p. 2), was the natural result

of this policy. Far from the E. S. being
"
organised

steadily
"

at that time, as Mr. Kunz asserts, H. P. B.

makes it clear in her letter that the Master's influence

was "
virtually banished

"
from Adyar through lack of

faith in Them, and failure to support her, and that she

had been ordered to
"
establish the Esoteric Section

'*

at London, which she did in 1888, because the necessary

faith in the Masters still existed there and in America.

Mr. Kunz then makes the astonishing assertion that the

E. S. was "
transferred to Mrs. Annie Besant in due course

by H. P. B. in 1891." As I was a member of H. P. B.'s

Inner Council which was responsible for what was done

after her death, I am in a position to state the true

facts as known to me, and as they appear in the E. S.

documents in my possession. These facts are : When
H. P. B. died- suddenly and unexpectedly, on May 8th,

1891
1
., Mr. Judge at once came over from New York,

and after much consultation and informal meetings of the

E. S. Council (composed olthe I. G. members) and two

1 How "
unexpected

" was the manner of her passing may be

gathered from the fact that she was, at that very time, building a

little
"
occult

" room next to her own, of a particular shape and

structure, in which each of her pupils was to
"

sit
"

alone
"

for

development," under special conditions and " under observation."

The tiny roof was to be of dark blue glass, of which I still possess a

small piece of the colour H. P. B. had finally selected.
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others, Mr. Wm. Kingsland and Dr. W. Wynn Westcott), a

formal and "
full meeting of the Council

"
was held at

Headquarters on May 27th, 1891, when "
Bro. Wm. Q.

Judge attended as the representative of H. P. B. under a

general power given as below." (Italics mine. A. L. C.)
"
As"Head of the Esoteric Section of the Theosophical

Society, I hereby declare that William Q. Judge, of

New York, U.S., in virtue of his character as a chela

of thirteen years' standing, and of the trust and confidence

reposed in him, is my only representative for said

Section in America, and he is the sole channel through

whom will be sent and received all communications

between the members of said Section and myself, and

to him full faith, confidence and credit in that regard

are to be given, **# Done at London this four-

teenth day of December, 1888, and in the fourteenth

year of the Theosophical Society.

[Seal] H. P. Blavatsky, .-.

"... The Council passed the following minute. . .

That it was resolved and recorded that the highest

officials in the School for the present are Annie Besant

and William Q. Judge, in accordance with the above-

quoted order to William Q. Judge of December, 1888,

and with the order of April ist, 1891, to Annie Besant,

as well as with the written declaration of H. P. B. in

a letter to William Q. Judge dated March 27th, 1891,

which we now here have read, in which she wrote that

Annie Besant should be so considered. The order of

April ist, 1891, is as follows :

I hereby appoint, in the name of the Master, Annie Besant

Chief Secretary of the Inner Group of the Esoteric Section and

Recorder of the Teachings.
1

H. P. B., /.

1 These orders are here reproduced exactly as printed in the

E. S. paper. It should be noted that the one relating to Mr. Judge
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Finally, we the Council declared over our signa-

tures that
"
from henceforth with Annie Besant and

William Q. Judge rest the full charge and management
of the School."

Thus did the Council establish the " Dual Headship/
and until her meeting with Mr. , two years

later, and her subsequent visit to India, Mrs. Besant

continued to work harmoniously with Mr. Judge in the

management of the School.

A full report of this Council meeting was immediately
sent out to the whole E. S., bearing the date May 27th,

1891. Attached to it was an "
Address

"
signed by

Mrs. Besant and Mr. Judge as joint
"
Outer Heads,"

declaring that these
"
changes in the Constitution of

the School
"

having been
" made by the joint Councils

ojthe E. S. T." (Italics mine. A. L. C.), they considered

it their
"
duty

"
to issue this address to each member.

The one error, and the foundation of all subsequent

ones, as I subsequently realised, was that of speaking

of themselves as H. P. B.'s
"
agents and representatives

after her departure
"

; for there is nothing whatever in

the wording of the abovementioned official appointments
which even suggests such a contingency. Both obviously

could refer to the holders of them only during H. P. B.'s

life-time. Indeed, Mr. Judge's was made when the

is in larger type than the other. The triangle formed of asterisks *%
after the words "

regard are to be given
"

indicates that H. P. B. is

there endorsed by an Initiate of a higher grade. It will also be

noticed that the dots forming the triangle after her signature differ

in size in the two orders. In a note in the Voice of the Silence to the

words
"
Thyself and mind, like twins upon a line, the star which

is thy goal burns overhead
" H. P. B. says

"
Every stage of develop-

ment in Raja-Yoga is symbolised by a geometrical figure. This one

is the sacred Triangle [i.e., .-.] and precedes Dharana. The A is

the sign of the high chelas, while another kind of triangle is that of

high Initiates." The .*. is also used in Freemasonry to denote certain

high degrees.
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School was founded, and had been operative ever since ;

while Mrs. Besant's was merely an official confirmation

of a secretarial office she had filled since the formation

of the I. G. scarcely nine months previously (thus giving

her the precedence of Mr. Mead.) It will be seen, how-

ever, that Mr. Judge's appointment was a far more

important one than Mrs. Besant's, and was conferred on

him " in virtue of his character as a chela oj thirteen

years' standing
"

; whereas Mrs. Besant had been
" on

probation
"

only, for barely a year. Moreover, when

Mr. Judge became the object of attacks in 1889, H. P.

B. issued the following very significant notice :

"
LONDON,

October 2$rd, 1889.

" The Esoteric Section and its life in the U. S. A.

depends upon W. Q. J. remaining its agent and what

he is now. The day W. Q. J. resigns H. P. B. will be

virtually dead for the Americans. W. Q. J. is the

Antaskarana between the two Manas(es), the American

thought and the Indian or rather the trans-Himalayan
esoteric knowledge. Dixi.

H. P. B. /.

"
P. S. W. Q. J. had better show and impress this

on the mind of all thosejt may concern."

This notice appeared in an E. S. paper issued by
Mrs. Besant and Mr. Judge, dated July i8th, 1894,

when Mrs. Besant was already implicated in the plot

against Mr. Judge.

Mrs. Besant's appointment, given above, was the

only official one she ever received from H. P. B. in

either the E. S. or T. S. Certainly I never heard of

anything else. The absolutely Jesuitical nature of her
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methods is patent, in that she completely ignores the

documentary facts set forth above. To read ; he present

statements it might be imagined that Mr. Judge hardly
existed at that time, except as an obscure person who,
as Mr. Kunz tactfully (!) puts it, made an "

unfortunate

blunder." As I have shown elsewhere (see ante pp 5, 70) ;

it is the fact that
"
blunders

"
and worse than blunders

were made after H. P. B.'s death (see ante p. 86) ;

but Mrs. Besant's
"
blunders

"
were far more serious

than Mf. Judge's ; though both of them were, in the

first instance, misled by others, whose real aim was to

disrupt the Society and defeat H. P. B.'s work.

I possess a copy of the previously mentioned most

valuable
"
Preliminary Memorandum "

to Instructions

III, as issued by H. P. B. to her students ; and a prefatory

note states :

The following
"
Preliminary Memorandum "

was written

by H. P. B. at the time of a grave crisis, or rather series

of crises, through which the T. S. passed in 1889-90.

Treachery within the E. S. itself, and persistent and relentless

attacks on the T. S. from without, especially in America

necessitated the striking of a fresh keynote and giving

directions for the closing up of the ranks oi the E. S. At

the time of reprinting the Instructions in London in 1890-91,

certain portions of this
"
Preliminary Memorandum "

dealing

with the details of the matter were purposety omitted by
those of H. P. B.'s pupils who were constituted the editors

[Mrs. Besant and Mr. Mead], these portions being deemed by
them of too personal a character to remain. This was done

when H. P. B. was too ill to supervise, without her sanction,

and, as she afterwards said, much against her wishes. [Some
of the details omitted related to attacks on Mr. Judge, and
the duty of defending him " when the time comes."]

Similarly, Mr. Mead omitted from his
"
third and

revised edition
"

of H. P. B.'s Key to Theosophy, published



[ 9 ]

in 1893, most of the part in which the author deals with

the Report of the Society for Psychical Research, classing

it with
"
passages of a controversial nature, which are

no longer of general interest.'* Yet the public at large

still accept this Report as a proof thatH. P. B. was

a fraud, a charlatan, and a Russian spy!
Another feature of this edition, as of others of her

works produced after her death, is what he calls
"
a

systematic use of italics and capitals." This means that

he abandons H. P. B.'s extremely effective use of large

and small capitals and italics to emphasise the importance

of words like MYSTERIES, OCCULTISM, WISDOM-

RELIGION, etc., or SELF, SELF, and SelJ to indicate

the three different selves in man, and so robs her text

of much of its emphasis and meaning. One has to

compare her editions with these posthumos ounes to

realise the extent to which this has been done. It is

particularly noticeable in The Voice of the Silence, where

the exact meaning often depends on the distinctions

H. P. B. thus makes. (See her article on Occultism

quoted ante p. 31).

CONCLUSION.

If the
" Back to Blavatsky

" movement accomplishes

nothing else, let us hope it may succeed in getting rid

of all this vandalism and re-establishing H. P. B.'s works

on their original basis, that she may go down to posterity

on her own merits and not altered and distorted by the

brain-mind notions of her followers. Some of this work

is already being done by organisations or private enter-

prise, but it needs to be systematised and co-ordinated. 1

1 It is only fair to give Mrs. Tingley's Organisation credit for

the good work it is doing in publishing accurate reprints of H. P. B.'s

works with all the references carefully checked, but none of her own

writing tampered with. Now that the 1888 edition of The Secret

Doctrine is so scarce, students will be glad to know that an unaltered
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Although the
"
door

"
had to be

"
shut

"
at the end

of 1899, H. P. B. in her last paragraph of the Key to

Theosophy expressed the hope that,
" when the time

comes for the effort of the twentieth century [i.e., in

1975], besides a large and accessible literature ready
to men's hands, the next impulse will find a numerous

and united body of people ready to welcome the new
Torch-bearer of Truth/'

It has been my painful task to show how lamentably
we have failed to realise her hopes. The "

united body
"

she sacrificed so much to create and hold together, was

disrupted barely four years after her death ; the main

body under the Besant-Leadbeater regime is following

strange gods ; while the great literary legacy left by
H. P. B. has not only been seriously tampered with,

but even largely superseded and obscured by books

which will certainly not be of any assistance to the

next
"

Torch-Bearer."

Some years ago I founded an H. P. B. Lending

Library with my original editions of her works, and

others that are reliable and in line with her teaching.

It has already done much good, especially among those

who have been misled and kept in ignorance of them.

If others would do the same we can in time hope to

stem the tide of evil and error, and preserve H. P. B.'s

message untainted until 1975. It is now within the

life-span of our younger students, many of whom, as

the children of Theosophists, have been brought up on

the teachings and will bridge the gap for us.

reprint can now be had instead of the Besant corruption. The

reprint of Isis Unveiled, with the addition of an excellent Index, has

long been wanted ; and the original paging has been preserved, so

that the Index also serves for the original edition. It is to be regretted

that these reprints are prefaced by an account of the Theosophical
Movement from Mrs. Tingley's point of view, which is inaccurate

and misleading. However, this is easily removed.
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The bridging of this gap, however, has been rendered

more difficult than it should have been; first, by the

failure of the T. S. as a living spiritual Joyce in the world ;

and second, by the sinister activities of this
"
ill-omened

partnership
"
which almost immediately followed. The

whole tragic and dreadful history, fragments only of

which I have been able to give in this brief examination,

proves what incalculable harm "
Leadbeaterism

"
is

working on the minds of the rising generation. Not only

is he the virtual director of Mrs. Besant's Society, but

he has completely infected her mind with his soul-

destroying teachings. Hers is the real responsibility,

therefore 1
; and hers the karma of ruining H. P. B.'s

life-work, and carrying with her in her fall thousands

upon thousands of honest, but too credulous and easily

deceived souls along the broad and flowery road
"
leading

to destruction."

As H. P. B. says in concluding her
"
Occultism

versus the Occult Arts
"

:
-"

If, while turning their

backs on the narrow gate, they are dragged by their

desire for the Occult one step in the direction of the

broad and more inviting Gates of that golden mystery

which glitters in the light of illusion, woe to them !

It can lead only to Dugpa-ship, and they will be sure

to find themselves very soon landed on that Via Fatale of

the Inferno, over whose portal Dante read the words :

"Per me si va nella cittd dolente

Per me si va nell'eterno dolore

Per me si va tra la perduta gente"

1 In a letter from a Master to a friend occur these words :

" You are responsible for the influence that you permit others to

exert over you."



ADDENDUM.

The Australian Crisis.

THE official account of the events in Australia last spring

reachedme too late to include in its proper place (ante, p. 4),

but its importance as the latest phase of the Leadbeater

scandal demands quotation of the principal details. Australia

has been the scene of Mr. Leadbeater's activities since the

Madras lawsuits (ante, p. 39) made India too hot for him

in 1913. Needless to say, the same scandals were repeated

there, and finally brought about a crisis at the T. S. Conven-

tion last Easter in Sydney. Two of Mr. Leadbeater's Indian
"
pupils/' Krishnamurti (see ante, p. 12) and Jinarajadasa,

secured a vote of confidence in Mrs. Besant and Mr. Lead-

beater which roused strong opposition. I quote from a long

circular letter issued to the members by one of the opposi-

tion, Mr. J. M. Prentice, of Hobart, who is evidently a

leading officer. It is dated May 28, 1922.

MRS. BESANT REFUSES AN ENQUIRY.

Soon after Convention Mrs. Besant arrived in Sydney [from India]
a very worried and angry woman. At the Sydney Lodge she spoke on

the lines of
"
Judge not that ye be not judged," and made it thoroughly

apparent that she was not in favour of anything in the nature of an

Enquiry. During the Convention Leadbeater had issued a special

statement to the E. S. T. which led to its expulsion from the Sydney
Lodge building. It was this that had finally angered Mrs. Besant to

boiling point . . . She expressed a wish to meet the Lodge Committee

and talk over the difficulties. There was a three-hour conference that

led nowhere. I am told that she was helpless to a point of pathos. She

denied everything as far as Leadbeater and Wedgwood [see ante, p. 62]

were, concerned, and refused to consider anything in the nature of an

Enquiry. She read from old files of the Theosophist how Leadbeater

had been rehabilitated, but a member of the Executive challenged her

with more recent happenings, to which she could only reply that she

did
" not believe them."
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A TERRIFIC PRESS CRITICISM.

Two days later the Daily Telegraph came out with a tremendous

attack on the
"
Liberal Catholic Church." The result was terrific. At

the members' meeting that night feeling ran very high. The Telegraph

had a reporter present and came out with six or seven columns under

heavily leaded headlines. Moreover this information was disseminated

to all the papers the Telegraph is correspondent for. The result is that

irreparable damage has been done to Theosophy and the Society ;

although the ablest papers are willing to admit that there is still a

minority genuinely fighting for sanity and cleanness in the T. S.

GOVERNMENT ENQUIRY INSTITUTED.

The Government has now instituted an Enquiry, but so far I do not

know the scope of its intention. I have been told by telegram that the

Leadbeater boys have been examined or interrogated . . . One of the

latest developments was when Mr. A. B. Piddington, a leading barrister

and K. C. of Sydney, resigned from the Presidency of the Public

Questions Society of Sydney University rather than meet Mrs.

Besant at a public address which she proposed to give to the members.

He has addressed a scathing letter to the Telegraph, or rather released for

publication his letter of resignation, which is a remarkable summing-up
of the position.

MR. PIDDINGTON, K. C.'s OPINION.

The following are the chief points made by this gentle-

man, who is not a member of the T. S., and therefore repre-

sents an impartial legal and public view of the moral issue at

stake :

My resignation is based on the ground that the Society ought to

withdraw its invitation to Mrs. Besaut until the matters involved in her

defence of Mr. C. W. Leadbeater have been settled by a trustworthy
tribunal.

Grave allegations were recently made against Mr. Leadbeater by Mr.

Martyn [see ante, p. 18,] for his letter to Mrs. Besant, and Mr. Lead-

beater's precept and practice in the training of boys have been quoted.
Mr. Martyn is supported by other reputable Australians.

Before landing here, and since, Mrs. Besant has refused any inquiry
into these matters, and taken up positions which, in a teacher of morals

disentitle her to be heard by an undergraduate society which exists for

the pursuit of truth. These positions are :

I . That there is a class of beings so high in the religious order that to

accuse them is presumption on the part of the common people. Indeed

accusations are
'

persecution,' which proves the sanctity of these higher

beings, and is (in Mrs. Besant's words) the
"
seal of their apostolate."
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2. Mrs. Besant refers Mr. Leadbeater's challengers to the courts,

though tolpropagate in private the abominable tenet held by him does

not constitute an offence against any law, but only against common

decency as understood by ordinary men.

3. She writes that she does not believe, and will not discuss Mr.

Martyn's allegations, though she writes from India of what Mr.

Martyn says happened in his own home in Sydney.
If these are good reasons for refusing to hold an inquiry, then im-

morality can be safely taught and practised in high places so long as the

teacher belongs to Mrs. Besant's way of thinking. From the public

point of view such a claim cuts the ground from all morals.

In her letter to the Daily Telegraph [of Sydney] for May 18, Mrs.

Besant asks the public to believe that Mr. Leadbeater has to meet

charges relating to 1906 [see ante, p. 27], and disposed of [?] by some

private investigation in 1908. The fact is ignored that Mr. Martyn's
accusations relate to conduct since 1914, Worse than this, the fact is

suppressed that Mrs. Besant in 1913 was herself ordered by the Madras

High Court to return to their father two boys whom she insisted in

placing in Mr. Leadbeater's care, in spite of the father's protest.

[See ante, p. 40] . . . Mr. Justice Bakewell said that, from

Leadbeater's evidence, he was "
certainly an immoral person, and

highly unfit to be in charge of the boys." He also found that Mrs.

Besant had violated her stipulation made with the father before

parting with the boys, that they should have nothing to do with Mr .

Leadbeater. (London Times, March 8, 1913.)

In the following year Mr. Leadbeater came to Australia and now
"
trains

"
Australian boys.

Mrs. Besant lent herself and her oratory to the acquittal, without

evidence, of Mr. Leadbeater at a public meeting ... In my view it is

as bad to rescue a man from public justice (which is a wider term than

criminal law) by the exercise of a dominating personal veto, as it is to do

it by money or social or any other influence
' '

influence
' which is the

bane of any system of justice . . . She may effect a master-stroke of

salvage, but she offends every canon of fairplay, let alone of that ordi-

nary morality by which all men, high or humble, must be content to be

judged. These sombre facts stand out :

1. Mrs. Besant's chief colleague has stated as late as 1913 in open
court that he still believed in teaching a detestable vice to boys, which

he had previously taught them.

2. An English Judge for this reason declared^him to be an immoral

person.

3. Mr. Martyn accused Mr. Leadbeater of being still what the

English judge said of him, and alleged fact upon fact in support of t his.

4. Mrs. Besant has shielded Mr. Leadbeater from inquiry.

5. Mr. Leadbeater says nothing.
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AN INDICTMENT OF MRS. BESANT BY A RESIGNING MEMBER
OF HER E. S.

Further very recent testimony and criticism is furnished

by a letter of resignation from Mrs. Besant's Esoteric School

by Mr. Hugh R. Gillespie, of Krotona, California, one of the

strongholds of the
"
Liberal Catholic Church." The letter,

dated May 29, is printed in the 0. E. Critic of August 16,

and the Editor in a prefatory note says :

The writer ... is well-known to Theosophists of three continents

as a lecturer and as a fearless, persistent and uncompromising fighter for

honesty and cleanness in the T. S. For almost three years he was
attached to Adyar as architect and sanitary engineer. . . He was at

Adyar during the trial of the
"
Cases

"
in the Madras courts and saw

the whole sordid drama in action. During this period he had abundant

opportunity for getting light, as well as sidelights, on the working of the

Adyar machine and on the personal peculiarities of the gods and

demigods of the Theosophical Olympus. Later he was resident three

years at Krotona, where similar opportunities were not lacking.

Mr. Gillespie writes that he resigns as a protest against

the actions and utterances of Mrs. Besant as
"
Outer Head "

of the E. S. and President of the T. S., and continue^ :

These actions and utterances have, since her assumption of the

above mentioned positions, been of such a character that, to use the

words of H. P. B., the Theosophical Society is

"... being made a spectacle to the world through the exagger-

ations of some fanatics, and the attempt of various charlatans to profit

by a ready-made programme. These, by disfiguring and adapting

Occultism to their own filthy and immoral ends bring disgrace on the

whole movement."

As a result of Mrs. Besant's methods we learn that the T. S. and

E. S. in almost every section is seething with dissension. England,

Australia and America are racked and torn ; Germany is split ; Finland

is shattered, and the closing of the E. S. for some four years in

Switzerland indicates the conditions there.

Mrs. Besant's arrogance and vanity in office and her lack of dignity,

as exemplified in her ridiculous
" Whom will ye serve ?" tirade, and her

letter of March, 1922, have drawn the attention of the great London

weekly Truth, and in its pages the T. S. is held up to the scorn and

ridicule of the world. [I have dealt with these under the heading of
" Mrs Besant's Latest Assertions and Claims Examined." A. L. C.]

So far as the E. S. is concerned, my experience of its working under

Mrs. Besant in Australia, Adyar, England, and America enable me to
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assert that it is nothing but a political machine used for the purpose of

securing the ascendancy of Mrs. Besant in the various bodies to which

E. S. members have gained access. [I would draw particular attention

to this important statement. It is especially true of India, which is

the principal scene of her political activities. A. L. C.]

.... Mrs. Besant's parade of thrusting the L. C. C. out of the

T. S. door while bringing it in by the E. S. window, added to her con

donement of the vile practices of the L. C. C. bishops and priests, fall

little short of a betrayal of the T S. and could only be adequately met

by her resignation from all office
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